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Mr. KENNEDY of Massachusetts
changed his vote from ‘“‘yea’ to ‘‘nay.”

So the resolution was agreed to.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Mrs. CHENOWETH. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall
No. 17, | wish to be recorded as voting “yes.”
My vote was missed because | was detained
by a medical emergency.
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PARLIAMENTARY INQUIRY

Mr. VOLKMER. Mr. Speaker, | have
a parliamentary inquiry.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
TAYLOR of North Carolina). The gen-
tleman will state it.

Mr. VOLKMER. Mr. Speaker, | would
like to inquire of the Chair if the rules
of the House would permit the clerks
to move their chairs over a little bit,
so that Members who wish to sign Dis-
charge Petition No. 8 will have plenty
of room. | see there are many standing
there to sign the Discharge Petition
No. 8, if they could move over.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair believes there is sufficient room.

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will now entertain 1-minutes and
special orders with prejudice to further
legislative business later today.

NOW IS THE TIME TO WORK TO-
GETHER TO RAISE THE DEBT
CEILING

(Mr. VOLKMER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. VOLKMER. Mr. Speaker, the
other evening, on Tuesday night, the
President said, ‘“Let us work to-
gether,”” on many things. Now is the
time to work together to make sure
that we increase the debt limit that
needs to be done so that the financial
conditions of many, not only of the
U.S. Government, but of many of our
municipalities, our States, and even
some of my school districts that have
Treasury bonds, do not have their bond
rating reduced.
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Mr. Speaker, we can work together
to do this. All we have to do is come
forward and sign the Discharge Peti-
tion No. 8 that provides that we will
have before this House a clean debt
limit extension so that we can do it
and we can get past this hurdle.

Mr. Speaker, I am afraid that if we
do not do this, that under the leader-
ship of our Speaker, the gentleman
from Georgia [Mr. GINGRICH], we are
not going to get it done, and we are
going to see a chaotic financial condi-
tion throughout this country for no
purpose whatsoever.

There is no reason that we cannot in-
crease the debt limit and do it now.
Now is the time to do it, not to wait
until the Government has to default on
their bonds.

So if Members want to prevent that
from happening, the easiest way to do
it is to sign Discharge Petition No. 8.
Any Member can sign it. They do not
have to be a Democrat; Republicans
can sign it, and | welcome Republicans
to sign the discharge petition.

INCREASE IN DEBT CEILING MUST
BE LINKED TO BALANCED BUDG-
ET COMMITMENT

(Mr. WELDON of Florida asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mr. WELDON of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, the President the other night asked
for a clean increase in the debt ceiling.
Prior to coming to Congress, | was a
practicing physician. | treated a lot of
people with not only medical problems,
but also with some psychological and
emotional problems. One of the things
that | did occasionally see is people
with serious gambling problems, and
the last thing that | would ever rec-
ommend for a bank to do would be to
give somebody with a gambling prob-
lem a line of credit.

Mr. Speaker, we have a President
that does not want to balance the
budget. He has fought us on balancing
the budget, he has fought us on welfare
reform, he has fought us on tax cuts,
even though he cannot pay for all of
those things; and now he wants us to
give a clean increase in the debt ceiling
so that he can go on his merry way
with liberal tax-and-spend programs,
the programs that have driven this
country almost into bankruptcy, 5 tril-
lion dollars’ worth of debt, $18,000 for
every man, woman, and child.

Mr. Speaker, if we are going to in-
crease the debt ceiling, we need to get
on the road to balancing the budget
and not fairy tale stories about bal-
ancing the budget, not saying that we
support the balanced budget and then
opposing it for the last year, like he
has.

HONORING PAST COMMITMENTS IS
NOT A GAMBLING DISORDER

(Mr. HOYER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
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minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks and include extraneous mate-
rial.

Mr). HOYER. Mr. Speaker, | had not
intended to give a 1-minute at this
point in time, but the previous speaker
is brandnew to the House, and very
frankly, he is incorrect, totally, abso-
lutely incorrect. | hope his advice as a
physician was far better for his pa-
tients than his advice just now in his 1-
minute.

The extension of the debt limit has
to do with policies that were signed by
Ronald Reagan and George Bush, as
well as previously adopted policies of
this Congress. Not prospective. Not
prospective.

Mr. Speaker, if the gentleman does
not want to pay Social Security on
March 1, I understand that. He can get
up and say that. If he does not want to
pay veterans’ benefits that are com-
mitted and expected, | understand
that, and he can get up and say that.
But to imply for 1 second that extend-
ing the debt limit so that America can
pay its bills that is has already in-
curred is somehow like giving a person
that has a gambling disorder additional
money is totally, absolutely inaccurate
and unfortunate.

REVIEW OF PAST DEBT
EXTENSIONS

(Mr. CHRYSLER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. CHRYSLER. Mr. Speaker, | yield
to the gentleman from Michigan [Mr.
SMITH], my neighbor and good friend.

Mr. SMITH of Michigan. Mr. Speak-
er, | think it would be good for all of us
to review exactly where we have been
in debt extensions: Since 1980, H.R.
7428, a debt extension with increases in
the import fee. In 1985, H.R. 3721, a debt
ceiling increase with an increase in the
cigarette tax and expanded benefits for
unemployed.

In House Resolution 372, debt exten-
sion with a Gramm-Rudman attached.
In 1986, debt extension with budget rec-
onciliation, with a large increase in so-
cial spending.

In 1987, a long-term debt limit exten-
sion with liberal modifications to
Gramm-Rudman. It goes on and on. We
have tied everything in the past to
debt ceilings that we wanted to get a
President that did not pay attention.
This is going to continue.

APPEAL FOR A CLEAN DEBT
LIMIT EXTENSION

(Mr. STUPAK asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. STUPAK. Mr. Speaker, the pre-
vious speaker has been here only 3
years, the same as I, but in the last
several months he voted three times to
extend the debt limit.

In his budget reconciliation bill, in
these budget bills, in these horrendous
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bills that the other side put forward to
give $245 billion in tax breaks to the
wealthiest and cut Medicare and Med-
icaid, Mr. Speaker, if we look in those
bills, three times my Republican col-
leagues have already voted to extend
the debt limit. So what is the problem?
Give us a cleaner CR. Let us increase
the debt limit.

The other speakers would say we are
spending money prospectively. Brimley
School District in the Upper Peninsula
is waiting for its $600,000 impact aid
payment it cannot have because the
other side will not pass a full, clean
CR. They will not pass a debt limit ex-
tension. They will just sit on their
hands as this school district has to go
out and borrow money to stay afloat;
while they stand here and say, ‘““We
never did this.” But my Republican
colleagues have done it three times al-
ready this year.

Mr. Speaker, let us be honest with
the American people. Let us get a clean
bill up here. Let us get a clean CR and
let us raise the debt limit, as they have
already voted to do three times.

CONGRESS SHOULD SUPPORT
SANCTIONS AGAINST CASTRO

(Mr. DIAZ-BALART asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. DIAZ-BALART. Mr. Speaker, I
take the floor today because a most
distinguished colleague of ours took
the floor earlier this morning and said
that he had a meeting with dissidents
in Havana, Cuba, last week, and he
mentioned a couple of names of dis-
sidents who were opposed to our sanc-
tions against Castro.

Mr. Speaker, it is not fair to mention
those names and not mention that in
that same meeting, in that same meet-
ing, the most prestigious members of
the internal opposition of Cuba came
out in favor of sanctions and in favor of
our Helms-Burton bill. | think that is
only fair to mention.

It is also fair, and | have got the
names. | only have 1 minute, so | will
submit them into the RECORD. | have
the names of those people who got up
and told our colleague that they sup-
ported sanctions. Also, another most
prestigious member, Osvaldo Paya
Sardinas, when an aids of our colleague
wanted a show of hands, said, “That’s
an internal intervention into our af-
fairs and if the Congressmen of the
United States want to support Cuba,
they should support the internal oppo-
sition, support democracy, and start
getting on the issue or putting pressure
on Castro,” like we have done on other
dictatorships in the past, such as
South Africa or Chile.

Mr. Speaker, | just want to set this
record straight.
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RUSSIAN ROULETTE POLITICS CAN
BRING NATION DOWN

(Mr. KENNEDY of Massachusetts
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute.)

Mr. KENNEDY of Massachusetts. Mr.
Speaker, let us recognize what is going
to happen in the next few weeks if this
debt limit is not extended. We are
going to raise the cost, if the interest
rates in this country go up just 1 per-
cent, the average cost of a home mort-
gage will go up $1,200. The cost of bor-
rowing by the Federal Government will
go up by $150 billion; more than our en-
tire education budget in the course of
the next 7 years.

Mr. Speaker, my Republican col-
leagues are talking about fiddling with
the fundamental economic system that
this world has developed to pay its
bills. What we can have here is the ex-
tremism of the Republicans. Not that
they want just a balanced budget,
which | want; not just a balanced budg-
et scored by CBO, which I want; but,
they want their particular version of
the balanced budget or else they say
they are going to send the entire debt
of the United States of America into
default.

Mr. Speaker, it is blackmail. It is the
kind of Russian roulette politics that
brings a nation down, and does not
make it greater. We have a Constitu-
tion in this country that divides power
between the President and the Con-
gress, the House and the Senate. Let
that policy of compromise move for-
ward. Do not let one particular group
of freshmen Republicans put their ex-
tremist views on the people of this
country.

MEMBERS’ PIQUE OVER TRAVEL
OFFICE FIRINGS DOES NOT IN-
CLUDE PRE-CHRISTMAS FIRINGS
OF HOUSE EMPLOYEES

(Mr. MORAN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. MORAN. Mr. Speaker, yesterday
about two dozen Republican Members
of the House Government Operations
Committee told the former members of
the travel office how mortified they
were, how terrible they felt that they
had lost their jobs. Of course, all of
them but Mr. Dale have gotten other
jobs. Mr. Dale has some serious man-
agement problems and some indictable
offenses that he is dealing with. But
none of these Members raised a pique
when 11 people who worked for the
Clerk’s office were fired before Christ-
mas. One guy had four little children.
They do not care what happened to
him.

Mr. Speaker, they were given no jus-
tification; just fired so that the House
management would not have to pay for
the comp time those people had earned
by working late hours. That is why. Be-
cause we voted to apply private sector
laws to the Congress. Because we did,
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