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murder, though it hath no tongue, will
by most miraculous organ out, all of
this financial corruption will by most
miraculous organ out by, using her
very words, truth in speaking.

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Mr. Speak-
er, will the gentleman yield?

Mr. DORNAN. I yield to the gen-
tleman from California.

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Mr. Speak-
er, what I did in my special order was
ask a number of questions that were
still unanswered. One of the questions
that I think is very, very important is
why did the Arkansas Development Fi-
nancial Authority send $50 million of
Arkansas money to the Cayman Is-
lands to deposit in a bank in the Cay-
man Islands, which is a major drug
transit point acknowledged by almost
every DEA agent in the world? Why
would they send $50 million of Arkan-
sas money down there? That is a ques-
tion that needs to be answered.

I have the electronic bank transfer
statements in my office. I am going to
put them in the CONGRESSIONAL
RECORD. There is no doubt the money
was wired to the Cayman Islands. The
question needs to be asked, why was it
wired? Why would the Governor of Ar-
kansas allow that? Why would the Ar-
kansas Development Financial Author-
ity, a State-run agency, send their
money out of the country to a drug
haven? I hope that the independent
counsel will explore that. We are going
to ask other questions as well.

Mr. DORNAN. Mr. Speaker, no one
other than the gentleman has inves-
tigated the Vince Foster thing or ana-
lyzed it. And the line of Vince Foster’s
that comes back to us from the grave
about the whole Whitewater mess and
the IRS problems was, these are Vince
Foster’s words, ‘‘This is a can of worms
we do not want to open.’’ The can of
worms was opened in front of that jury
and they got 24 felony convictions.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentle-
woman from Texas, the Portia from
the other side of the aisle.

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, I do not know if I will accept
that. I am the gentlewoman from
Texas. I appreciate the gentleman from
California in his sincerity, and also my
friend who is down at the well, the gen-
tleman from Indiana [Mr. BURTON].

But might I just suggest to both of
my colleagues, first of all, the gen-
tleman from California [Mr. DORNAN]
speaks highly of those who have offered
themselves for a military career. Gov-
ernor Jim Guy Tucker is a former Ma-
rine war correspondent, a graduate
from Harvard, or undergraduate, and
University of Arkansas Law School, I
believe. I do not think he engaged in
the business of public service to find
himself where he is today.

My point being made on the floor is
that we have various entities that are
engaged in investigating these cir-
cumstances, including the special pros-
ecutor and, in fact, the Senate
Whitewater committee. I believe they
have spent to date some $12.4 million

and have yet to find or determine any-
thing related to any consequences rel-
evant to the White House.

My only point, made to both gentle-
men, is that I think we would do well
to allow those who have been des-
ignated to investigate it, and if the
gentleman from Indiana [Mr. BURTON]
is involved in the investigation, so be
it; but the point is we do not add to the
resolution by false accusations or loose
accusations where we do not have the
proof to answer the questions.

The gentleman from Indiana has
every right to ask a question. I hope
the gentleman’s question is answered.
But I do not find it meritorious to en-
gage in this kind of debate.

Mr. DORNAN. I agree. Just to clear
the record, for those who were not
forced to take 4 years of Shakespeare
in school, that Portia, because I well
know the gentlewoman’s distinguished
name, means a lady lawyer of exceed-
ing skill, as in Portia from the Mer-
chant of Venice, who gave us the great
soliloquy:

The quality of mercy is not strain’d,
It droppeth as the gentle rain from heaven
Upon the place beneath. It is twice bless’d:
It blesseth him that gives and him that

takes.

I just wanted that on the record.
Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr.

Speaker, if the gentleman will yield
further, Shakespeare also said:

The first thing we do is kill all the law-
yers.

Mr. DORNAN. That was in Henry VI.
The barber said that. I do not want any
part of that.

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, I appreciate very much the
gentleman’s compliment. I want it to
be acknowledged I am just a humble
servant from the 18th Congressional
District of Texas. But I appreciate the
kindness of the gentleman from Cali-
fornia [Mr. DORNAN] and the gentleman
from Indiana [Mr. BURTON]. But I do
think it is appropriate that we not
take yesterday’s headlines and be able
to determine truth or fact here in the
House when we do not have all the
facts.

Mr. DORNAN. Mr. Speaker, in clos-
ing, they are taking bets in our cloak-
room that AL GORE will run one heck
of a race in October of this very year
for President of the United States.

f

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Michigan [Mr. HOEKSTRA]
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. HOEKSTRA addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.]
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MEDICARE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Minnesota [Mr.
GUTKNECHT] is recognized for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. GUTKNECHT. Mr. Speaker, why
is it that Washington is unable to ad-

dress and solve a political problem
until it becomes a crisis? Why is it that
Washington’s answer to any problem is
to take more in taxes and waste more
in spending?

Well, they are doing it again, but this
time it’s serious. This time it’s about
Medicare. The President and the bu-
reaucrats in Washington say there is
no problem. I do not agree. The Presi-
dent wants everyone to ignore the fi-
nancial problems surrounding Medi-
care, but I will not be silent. We have
a moral imperative to fight back. And
America needs to fight back as well.

What would you think of your Fed-
eral Government if it knew Medicare
was in trouble, yet did nothing to save
it? What would you think of the politi-
cians in Washington if they had the fig-
ures in their hands and knew the truth,
yet chose to do nothing? What would
you think of your Member of Congress
if he or she allowed Medicare to go
bankrupt when they could have saved
it? You would be pretty angry. Right?
You would never forgive them. You
would vote against them next Novem-
ber.

Well, guess what? That is exactly
what the President has done. He knows
the numbers. He knows what his own
Medicare trustees have found. The
trustees have admitted that Medicare
is hemorrhaging money at a frighten-
ing rate. They have admitted that the
program will soon be bankrupt. That is
right. Bankrupt. That is not a joke.
That is not some political claim. That
is a fact.

President Clinton knows it. But he
has tried to hide this fact because the
elections are coming up. We have a
President who will say and do anything
to get reelected—and that includes
playing politics with Medicare.

Sure, Republicans could have played
along. We could have remained silent
and done what politicians have done
for decades—tell our voters that every-
thing is fine until the crisis hits. But
we did not come here to engage in poli-
tics-as-usual, and I did not come here
to sell out my constituents just for the
sake of the next election. Medicare is a
matter of principle, and I would rather
be sent home for telling the truth than
remain here by telling lies.

Medicare has to be strengthened fi-
nancially—there is no choice—and we
have to stop the mismanagement once
and for all. This may not be what some
want to hear, but they have to hear it
anyway. It may be common in Wash-
ington to hide the truth, but I cannot.
And I will not. It is your money and
your children’s money. You have a
right to know the truth.

I have seen the numbers issued by
the Medicare trustees, and if we do not
act soon, it will soon be too late. If we
do not strengthen Medicare financially,
we will continue to spend millions
more than we take in, and it will go
bankrupt. But it is not just a question
of spending more money—and we Re-
publicans want to spend 7 percent more
per year, every year, on Medicare. It is
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a question of spending the money
smarter.

But strengthening Medicare finan-
cially is not enough. Washington has a
way of making everything it touches
more expensive, more complicated, and
more difficult for Americans to under-
stand. That too must change. The Med-
icare paperwork is overwhelming. We
need to simplify the Medicare system
so that seniors can read the bills and
interact effectively with their doctors
and hospitals. We have to end Washing-
ton mismanagement, and end it now.

But even that is still not enough. Too
many seniors have told me that their
Medicare coverage is inadequate. It
does not cover prescription drugs or
eyeglasses. Seniors should be in charge,
not the Washington bureaucracy. Sen-
iors should have the right to choose
the health care plan that suits them
best, and no Washington bureaucrat
should have the ability to deny them
that choice. Remember, every dollar
that is spent on the Washington bu-
reaucracy is a dollar that cannot go to
health care for seniors.

And that also means an end to all the
abuse, fraud, and waste in the Medicare
system. Under the Republican plan,
doctors and hospitals that abuse the
Medicare system will not get a slap on
the wrist. They will be punished—le-
gally and financially. Washington may
not have been serious about fighting
abuse, fraud and waste, but Repub-
licans are.

It is our responsibility to strengthen
Medicare financially so that it does not
go bankrupt now or in the future. It is
our responsibility to simplify Medicare
so that every recipient will understand
and be able to use the system easily. It
is our responsibility to fight the waste,
fraud and abuse in the Medicare sys-
tem. In short, it our responsibility to
find a solution for Medicare for the
next generation, not just the next elec-
tion.

I will fight for the right of every sen-
ior citizen in every district across
America to get the facts. I will demand
that the Medicare trustees and the
White House make available to every
American the exact financial details
about Medicare. The President may not
like it, but I believe the people who pay
the bills have a right to know exactly
what I know. You have a right to know
the facts about Medicare. After all, it
is your money.
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CRISIS IN MEDICARE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
TAYLOR of North Carolina). Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Louisiana [Mr. TAUZIN] is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. TAUZIN. Mr. Speaker, I am
pleased to follow my friend from Min-
nesota, Mr. GUTKNECHT, to talk about
the Medicare crisis in America. It is a
crisis. It is upon us. The Medicare sys-
tem is not about to go bankrupt, it will

not soon go bankrupt, it is already fall-
ing into bankruptcy.

The first quarter of this year, unex-
pectedly the Medicare system began
slipping into bankruptcy. What does
that mean? It means that the money
coming into the system from your and
my taxes is not enough to cover the
money going out of the system, going
out to pay the bills of seniors who need
Medicare coverage.

Why is there not enough money in
the system? Is it because we are not
paying enough taxes? No, it is because
Medicare costs are running at three
times the rate of inflation. The waste,
fraud, and abuse is about to ruin a sys-
tem critical to American seniors, my
mother included.

Mom just got out of the hospital in
January, again from another serious
problem. She has survived cancer
twice. Last month she played in the
Senior Olympics at home and won 5
medals—3 silver and two gold—one in
javelin and one in shot put. She is a
miracle.

But Medicare has saved my mother,
and it has saved countless of other
mothers, fathers, grandparents of
Members of this House and of citizens
all over this country. Can we afford to
let Medicare go bankrupt? I say no.

Is it fair for anyone to scare seniors
into resisting changes to reform Medi-
care to make it work? Is it fair to sen-
iors to keep scaring them with Medi-
care cut language? The truth is if
somebody does not fix Medicare soon,
we will face three choices very soon.

First, we will have to choose between
not taking care of our seniors any-
more—and we will not make that
choice, we will always take care of our
seniors in America. Or, second, we will
have to choose to tax the dickens out
of the younger generation, to double
their payroll taxes to put more money
in this bucket that has got a hole in it.
Or, third, we are going to have to bor-
row and borrow and borrow on future
generations to cover the bankruptcy
that is upon us in Medicare.

The biggest enemy of seniors in
America is not those of us who are try-
ing to fix Medicare, who are trying to
give seniors more choices, who are try-
ing to cut the waste, the fraud, the bu-
reaucratic abuse, the mess we have in
this system. The biggest enemy to
Medicare and to seniors is not the Re-
publican Party and those of us who
have offered a plan to fix it.

The biggest enemy of our seniors, the
biggest enemy of Medicare is anyone
who will try to scare seniors into doing
nothing, because to do nothing means
we face one of those three awful
choices: to borrow our whole country
into bankruptcy, to tax the dickens
out of future generations, or to give up
caring for our seniors, none of which
are good options.

We want to continue a sound and
strong Medicare system for America’s
seniors, but to do so will take some
courage around this place. It will take
someone willing to say it is time to fix

a problem before it goes bankrupt. It
will take someone willing, literally in
the White House, to address this issue
instead of trying to scare seniors into
believing that everybody is trying to
cut their benefits or cut their program.
Nothing could be further from the
truth.

The truth is Medicare is already
going bankrupt as we speak tonight. If
we do not show some courage around
this place and fix that system for our
seniors, if someone in the White House
does not join us instead of trying to
scare seniors across America, Medicare
will indeed fail the seniors who depend
upon it, my mother included.

If all of you love your parents and
your grandparents, as I know you
must, as much as I love mine, then can
we not join together and fix this prob-
lem while there is still a chance to fix
it? Do we have to resort to partisan
tactics and scare tactics just to resist
each other politically? Or can we look
beyond these political boundaries and
fix the Medicare system for the seniors
of our country, and preserve our chil-
dren’s opportunities to earn a decent
living for themselves without getting
taxed into oblivion?

Those are the hard choices we face,
but I came here to make hard choices.
I came here to tell the truth and to
face the difficult problems we have.
This is one of the most difficult ones
we have.

Anybody who will scare seniors in-
stead of facing this tough and difficult
problem and curing the Medicare prob-
lems, taking care of the waste, fraud,
and abuse that is ripping this system
apart, anyone who is willing to scare
seniors instead of doing that does not
deserve to be reelected to any office in
this land. Anyone who is willing to
work for seniors, to repair the Medi-
care system, indeed deserves their
trust and their confidence. It comes
down to that.

Do we have faith enough in each
other, in our purpose here in Washing-
ton, to serve this Nation and to do the
right thing for those who sent us here,
to put partisan attacks and scare tac-
tics behind us? I think we can and I
think we should, but it will take some-
one in the White House to show a little
more courage and a little less partisan-
ship.

f

THE TAX TRAP
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a

previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Georgia [Mr. KINGSTON] is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. KINGSTON. Mr. Speaker, as I
travel around the first district of Geor-
gia I meet a lot of people—in Savan-
nah, Brunswick, Statesboro and also in
the smaller towns like Odum,
Reidsville, Glennville—and basically
wherever I am having town meetings,
they are always asking the same ques-
tions; Why are so many families across
America struggling to keep their heads
above water? Why are Americans work-
ing harder and harder and having less
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