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jobs, and that is a 2 by 4 right between
the eyes. Neither party will balance
the budget as long as we compete for $5
an hour jobs.
f

REPEAL GAS TAX INCREASE
(Mrs. SEASTRAND asked and was

given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Mrs. SEASTRAND. Mr. Speaker, I
strongly believe that Americans should
be able to earn more, keep more and do
more with their families, their church-
es and communities. In that regard we
are looking toward relief to help work-
ing families.

Specifically, we are taking the lead
in repealing the President’s harmful
gas tax increase, a gas tax increase
which is costing taxpayers $4.8 billion a
year. What is the President doing?
Well, he is calling for a government in-
vestigation. But keep in mind that the
era of big government is over. Presi-
dent Clinton said so. The increase in
revenues from the President’s tax in-
crease is funding more big government
spending, not the maintenance of our
Nation’s highways, our roads and
bridges, as is historically the case.

Mr. Speaker, the worst thing is that
this tax increase especially hurts lower
income families. According to the
Joint Economic Committee, the lowest
20 percent of taxpayers pay 7.1 percent
of their income on gasoline while the
top 20 percent pay only 1.6 percent. In
other words, lower income families in
America pay four times as much as
others. I strongly urge the repeal of
this tax.
f

ESCAPING A FAILED CONGRESS
(Ms. DELAURO asked and was given

permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, BOB
DOLE’s decision to quit the Senate to
campaign full time for President is like
leaving the scene of an accident. BOB
DOLE and NEWT GINGRICH have been the
leaders of this extremist Congress for a
year and a half. Now, after 18 months
of doing harm to working people in this
country, cutting Medicare and Medic-
aid, education and the environment,
Senator DOLE is desperate to disasso-
ciate himself from his own party, from
his own failed Congress. It is a des-
perate move to escape.

Let me read a quote from Senator
DOLE in Congress Daily. He says he is
leaving because he is tired of the mini-
mum wage. ‘‘My God. I’m tired of lis-
tening to minimum wage. Isn’t there
anything else in the world?’’

Mr. Speaker, let me tell the Presi-
dential candidate that on the road, on
the campaign trail, 80 percent of the
American people support a minimum
wage increase. Seniors do not want to
see the Medicare cuts for tax breaks for
the wealthy. This is what candidate
DOLE will find on the campaign trail.
He cannot escape his failed Congress.
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ADMINISTRATION’S NEW DRUG
STRATEGY: OLD WINE IN NEW
BOTTLES

(Mr. GILMAN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, the Clin-
ton administration’s latest drug strat-
egy is nothing more than old wine in
new bottles.

By emphasizing demand at the ex-
pense of supply, interdiction and eradi-
cation, while drug abuse soars among
our young is a strategy destined for
failure.

Spending three times as much for
treatment and corrections as on inter-
diction and international activities, in-
cluding eradication is just plain wrong.

The illicit drugs that are destroying
our neighborhoods and youth, originate
primarily overseas. We must eradicate
these addictive substances at their
source and interdict them before they
reach our shorelines and cause addic-
tion.

We need to fight both supply and de-
mand simultaneously. We must not
shortchange one for the other.

Drugs not only kill our young people,
and cause violent crime, but also
threaten our national security as well
as the stability of democracy in many
countries overseas. Let’s wage a real
war.

f

REJECT BUDGET REHASH

(Mr. WYNN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. WYNN. Mr. Speaker, when you
prepare a budget, if you do not allocate
as much funds as are projected, that is
called a cut. You can ask the generals
when you talk about defense spending.
If you do not allocate projected funds,
it is called a cut.

The same is true in Medicare, and
that is why once again I would say that
in fact the Republicans are cutting
Medicare. Their budget cuts Medicare
by $167 billion. That is $44 billion more
than the President’s budget, and there-
in lies the differential. The fact of the
matter is that under the Republican
budget, another rehash of their last
year’s proposal, they will threaten sen-
iors’ health security.

They want to talk about your future.
I want to talk about your parents.
Your parents are going to have to pay
Medicare premiums that are going to
go up under the Republican budget pro-
posal. Your parents are going to have
higher out-of-pocket costs under the
proposal that the Republicans are ad-
vocating. Hospitals are going to close
that your parents would use because
the Republicans have not allocated
adequate funds. There is a difference.
We should reject the Republican budget
rehash.

WE MUST PROTECT MEDICARE
WHILE SLOWING ITS GROWTH

(Mr. METCALF asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. METCALF. Mr. Speaker, the
Medicare Program is going bankrupt
and the problem is worse than we were
originally told. This is not a partisan
issue. For me this is a personal issue.
My wife and I are both senior citizens
and will depend on Medicare. We must
find a solution that protects Medicare
for current retirees and future bene-
ficiaries.

We all agree that we must slow the
growth of Medicare. Our plan to save
Medicare and the President’s plan only
differ by just 1.4 percent. By spending
more carefully, we can find $24 billion
of waste and fraud over the next years.
Any senior citizen can tell you a per-
sonal illustration of waste in the Medi-
care Program. Seniors across America
know there are problems with Medi-
care. They do not want us to attack
each other and turn this into a par-
tisan battle.

Seniors know that Medicare is in
trouble; they expect us to fix it. They
do not want a political issue; they
want a Medicare solution.
f

LEAVING CONGRESS

(Mr. MILLER of California asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. MILLER of California. Mr.
Speaker, over the last couple of weeks
Senator BOB DOLE has looked at the
failed record of this Republican Con-
gress that he and Speaker GINGRICH
have led for the last 18 months, and
BOB DOLE is now following the Amer-
ican people, because the American peo-
ple have looked at the record of this
Congress and the intent of the Repub-
licans in their efforts to slash Medi-
care, to slash Medicaid, hurting work-
ing families, refusing to raise the mini-
mum wage, taking school lunches away
from children, and savaging the envi-
ronment, and the American public is
running away from the Republican con-
gress in overwhelming numbers.

BOB DOLE has now decided he is going
to run away from the Republican Con-
gress, that he is going to get away
from this Congress that has rep-
resented the worst that the American
people have come to expect from their
Government, not the best, the Congress
that seeks to continue to divide Amer-
ica, not bring America together.

BOB DOLE has looked at the Congress
and is running away. The American
people should continue to do the same.
f

ATTACK WASTE, FRAUD, AND
ABUSE IN MEDICARE

(Mr. LONGLEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)
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Mr. LONGLEY. Mr. Speaker, we need

to move beyond the harsh rhetoric, the
sound bites, the slick language that
emanates from focus groups. We have
got to be honest. Medicine is in deeper
trouble than we realized before. It
began losing money last year a full 2
years earlier than anyone had thought
it would, and it will be bankrupt in
just 5 years unless we find a solution
and begin to spend smarter.

Mr. Speaker, this is not a partisan
issue. Medicare is a program that is
paid for by taxes on the wages of work-
ing people and by seniors through their
premiums. We must find a solution to
protect it, not only for current seniors
but also for future generations. We owe
it to our workers and our seniors and
the needs of the future generations of
this country.

Mr. Speaker, the key to the solution
is to attack waste, fraud, and abuse.
We need to spend smarter. If we can
just slow the growth of Medicare by
spending smarter, we can save the sys-
tem and give seniors in Maine and
across the country a better program.
But what we cannot do is make Medi-
care a partisan issue.

f

COMMITMENT TO A BALANCED
BUDGET

(Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, I agree with my colleagues,
we do not need to make Medicare a
partisan issue. The problem that we
have is that last year it was a partisan
issue, and it continues to be.

Let me give you an example of how
this administration is dealing with the
Medicare crisis. Here in Congress we
were unable to come up with an agree-
ment on the Medicare insolvency, and
yet there is a program called Operation
Restore Trust not only in my State of
Texas but a number of States. That
program was just given over $4 million
last year, and yet it returned 10 times
that amount to the Medicare trust
funds.

I believe this is an area that we need
to devote more resources. The Presi-
dent has requested $597 million for
antifraud activities, which is $150 mil-
lion more than current spending. Let
us give him that in this budget agree-
ment we are talking about today so we
can deal with Medicare fraud.

The problem we have is that they
will not do it. Last year they wanted to
cut the effort for Medicare fraud, and
that is where the seniors know that we
can get the money to protect Medicare.
There is no silver bullet for balancing
the budget. You have to do it every
day, every year, and leaving the scene
of the battle is not the way to do it.

MR. PRESIDENT, WHATEVER HAP-
PENED TO THAT MIDDLE-CLASS
TAX CUT?
(Mr. CHABOT asked and was given

permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. CHABOT. Mr. Speaker, every
now and then, I like to thumb through
my copy of ‘‘Putting People First’’
then-candidate Bill Clinton’s book of
promises to the American people. And I
couldn’t help but notice when I last
picked it up that the centerpiece of the
Clinton campaign was a middle-class
tax cut.

Let me read a little bit from the sec-
tion entitled ‘‘Rewarding Work and
Families’’ middle-class taxpayers will
have a choice between a children’s tax
credit or a significant reduction in
their income tax rate.’’ That was can-
didate Clinton speaking.

Well, candidate Clinton became
President Clinton and that one-time
champion of the middle-class soon
began singing an altogether different
tune. This Congress passed a middle-
class tax cut; 89 percent of that tax cut
would go to families earning under
$75,000 per year. President Clinton said
no and vetoed it. He called it a tax cut
for the rich.

Mr. Speaker, as President Clinton
gears up to become candidate Clinton
again, I think the American people
might want to join me in asking him.
‘‘Mr. President, whatever happened to
that middle-class tax cut?’’
f

MAKING A DIFFERENCE BY
LEAVING

(Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend her remarks.)

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, most of America’s eyes were
focused on Washington yesterday,
when a public servant of many years
indicated he was through. Oh, yes, he is
running for the Presidency of the Unit-
ed States of America, but, frankly, Mr.
Speaker, I think he was through with a
logjam Republican Congress, one that
did not have the sense of temperament
of a moderate approach to running this
Government, of ensuring that there
would be a balanced budget, but yet
having the face of respect and love for
senior citizens, for this budget of 1997
posed by the Republicans will cut Med-
icare, will make cuts of $167 billion in
Medicare.

Frankly, I hope we will benefit from
Senator DOLE running against this Re-
publican Congress. In fact, instead of
providing for those working poor who
have made a commitment not to be on
welfare, they are cutting taxes to those
who are the working poor by $20 billion
by decreasing the earned income tax
credit. Yes; education is out again, 22
percent below the 1996 budget. Last, no
more summer jobs for our youth, who
want to make a difference in their
lives.

Yes; I hope his leaving will make a
difference in Congress.
f

STOP DRUG PRODUCTION AT ITS
SOURCE

(Mr. BURTON of Indiana asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

(Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Mr. Speak-
er, one of the major issues facing
America today is drugs and crime that
is caused by drugs. They say there is a
war against drugs, but we really do not
have a war against drugs, and if we do,
we are losing it.

If we really wanted to deal with the
drug problem, we would attack it not
only here in our country and at the
borders but at its source. In Peru and
Bolivia, 90 percent of the world’s coca
is produced. Ninety percent, we know
exactly where it is grown. We could
take U.S. airplanes and use environ-
mentally safe herbicides and fly over
the fields and drop them, and within 1
to 2 weeks knock out 90 percent of the
world’s coca and crack. And yet we do
not do it.

So today, Mr. Speaker, I would like
to say to everybody in the House and
administration, if we really want to
have a war on drugs, let us attack it.
Let us really win the war on drugs. Let
us go to Peru and Bolivia and eradicate
the drugs at its source. It will never
get to our kids, it will not cause crime
in America, and it will solve a big prob-
lem.
f

PERMISSION FOR SUNDRY COM-
MITTEES AND THEIR SUB-
COMMITTEES TO SIT TODAY
DURING 5-MINUTE RULE

Mr. SOLOMON. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that the following
committees and their subcommittees
be permitted to sit today while the
House is meeting in the Committee of
the Whole House under the 5-minute
rule: Committee on Agriculture, Com-
mittee on Banking and Financial Serv-
ices, Committee on Commerce, Com-
mittee on Government Reform and
Oversight, Committee on House Over-
sight, Committee on International Re-
lations, Committee on the Judiciary,
Committee on Resources, Committee
on Science, and Committee on Trans-
portation and Infrastructure.

It is my understanding that the mi-
nority has been consulted and that
there is no objection to these requests.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
HASTINGS of Washington). Is there ob-
jection to the request of the gentleman
from New York?

There was no objection.
f

ANNOUNCEMENT REGARDING
AMENDMENT PROCESS FOR H.R.
3259, INTELLIGENCE AUTHORIZA-
TION ACT, FISCAL YEAR 1997

(Mr. SOLOMON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
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