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House of Representatives

The House met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore [Mr. UPTON].

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
May 2, 1996.

I hereby designate the Honorable FRED
UPTON to act as Speaker pro tempore on this
day.

NEWT GINGRICH,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

PRAYER

The Reverend Thomas A. Kuhn, pas-
tor, Church of the Incarnation,
Centerville, OH, offered the following
prayer:

On this National Day of Prayer, Fa-
ther, when we look at our great Nation,
we realize that it was You who has
blessed us and made us great. That in
our faith we know that Your gifts are
not for us alone but they are to be
shared. In a world constantly torn by
war, violence, and injustice, so many
people do not get to enjoy the chance
for the pursuit of happiness intended
for all of Your children. Help us to use
Your gifts to make us, in the words of
St. Francis, an instrument of Your
peace. May each of us work for justice
in our own Nation. Help us protect
those who cannot care for themselves.
Help us work so the rights of each is
guaranteed and our Nation is a living
symbol of Your peace. Let us use Your
gifts and our talents to help others find
the peace You intended for all Your
people. Amen.

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
UPTON). The Chair has examined the

Journal of the last day’s proceedings
and announces to the House his ap-
proval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from Mississippi [Mr. MONT-
GOMERY] come forward and lead the
House in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. MONTGOMERY led the Pledge of
Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE

A message from the Senate by Mr.
Lundregan, one of its clerks, an-
nounced that the Senate had passed a
bill and a joint resolution of the Senate
of the following titles:

S. 966. An act for the relief of Nathan C.
Vance, and for other purposes; and

S.J. Res. 51. Joint resolution saluting and
congratulating Polish people around the
world as, on May 3, 1996, they commemorate
the 205th anniversary of the adoption of Po-
land’s first constitution.

WELCOME TO THE REVEREND
THOMAS A. KUHN

(Mr. BOEHNER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. BOEHNER. Mr. Speaker, it is my
privilege to welcome Rev. Tom Kuhn to
the House this morning as our guest
Chaplain on this National Day of Pray-
er. Father Tom is pastor of the Church
of the Incarnation in Centerville, OH,
just outside of Dayton. He is a former
principal at Cincinnati’s Moeller High
School, and | came to know him over a
decade ago when he was the assistant
pastor at St. John’s Church in West-
chester, my hometown.

Father Kuhn is the spiritual leader of
one of Ohio’s largest Catholic commu-
nities. But just as important and not
always as apparent are the countless
ways in which he reaches out to young
people, encouraging them to make the
most of God’s gift. His work has truly
improved the lives of a great many in
our community.

Father Tom is well known for his 5-
minute sermons, not for their brevity
but for his way of bringing issues to a
point in a very significant way so that
in fact when people leave church after
mass, they truly remember his ser-
mons. As this House works for a better
tomorrow for America’s children, |
think it is appropriate that we are
joined today on this National Day of
Prayer by someone who has dedicated
himself to helping our Nation’s youth.

Mr. Speaker, please join me today in
welcoming Father Tom Kuhn.

REPORT RELEASED ON FAMILY
MEDICAL LEAVE ACT

(Mrs. SCHROEDER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Mrs. SCHROEDER. Mr. Speaker, |
was honored to serve as one of the con-
gressional members on the Commission
To Oversee the Implementation of the
Family Medical Leave Act. As my col-
leagues know, | started with that bill
and it took me 9 years to get it passed,
so | was very anxious to see the report
that was released yesterday. | hope
Members all take a look at that report.

It is very, very moving, because,
guess what? Companies did not run out
of jobs or did not have to shut down be-
cause of family medical leave. People
did not claim family medical leave dur-
ing the deer season or to go on cruises
or anything else. People used it very
seriously, for family issues.

When we couple that with the fact
that in the last 10 years that has really
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been about the only work and family
issue in the workplace that has hap-
pened, | think we must look at this re-
port, realize how urgent it is to address
work and family issues, and move on.
This report really clears away a lot of
the misstatements and the misinforma-
tion that circled around this issue. Let
us get on with it and let us help Ameri-
ca’s families in the workplace.

COURTS HAVE MISAPPLIED ICWA

(Ms. PRYCE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. PRYCE. Mr. Speaker, the Indian
Child Welfare Act was intended to pro-
tect Indian children from being re-
moved from their families and their
heritage, as well it should. But, unfor-
tunately and tragically, this well-in-
tentioned legislation has been mis-
applied due to a lack of definition as to
its scope and its application.

Last year the Minnesota Supreme
Court heard a case that involved 3 lit-
tle sisters who had lived in 18 different,
yes, 18 different foster homes. But their
tribe argued that permanency was a,
quote, Eurocentric value, and could not
be imposed on the tribe or the Indian
children, and the court agreed.

Although the children exhibited
many emotional problems, the court
found that the tribe could still deny
their adoption by non-Indian parents
who wanted to provide the permanency
and security of family life that chil-
dren so desperately need. The court or-
dered them returned to yet another
foster home.

Mr. Speaker, child welfare must put
the welfare of children first. Study
after study shows that above all chil-
dren need permanency and security.
The Indian Child Welfare Act, as it is
being applied today, does not do that.

| urge my colleagues to join me in
helping put the needs of children at the
top of our public policy debate. All
children deserve a loving, nurturing
and permanent home no matter what
their race, creed, color or religion. Sup-
port the adoption legislation next
week.

SPECIAL ORDERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of May
12, 1995, and under a previous order of
the House, the following Members will
be recognized for 5 minutes each.

RESPONSIBLE CORPORATE
CITIZENSHIP AND MITSUBISHI

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Colorado [Mrs. SCHROE-
DER] is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mrs. SCHROEDER. Mr. Speaker, |
am here to talk about a press con-
ference that | had with many fellow
Congresswomen yesterday. It was not a
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happy topic. We were talking about the
need for responsible corporate citizen-
ship in this country and the problem
with the Iimpending case on the
Mitsubishi factory in Normal, IL.

Many people have read about this
case, and the last thing the Congress-
women meant to do was try the facts of
the case. That is for the court and for
the EEOC. But where responsible citi-
zenship comes in is understanding what
your role is when an American has
come forward and filed this type of ac-
tion, and that seems to be where the
corporation has totally fallen down.

Of course the corporation can spend
all the money it wants defending itself
in the forums, and it is going to be con-
sidered innocent until proven guilty.
But what the corporation has done in-
stead is an all-out classic retaliatory
action like | have never seen.

Let me just document some of the
things that we are so concerned about.
We have seen the company asking
women for their medical records and
women for their credit records that
filed these suits. These women have re-
ceived death threats on the job and
they have received rape threats on the
job, and yet the company refuses to
protect them. They have watched the
perpetrators or the alleged perpetra-
tors be promoted to supervise them.

There is a real message for us. The
clear message is these rights are not
going to be able to be accommodated if
that kind of environment continues on.

Furthermore, the company has given
some very, very strong speeches talk-
ing about how if these things come to
be, there may no longer be any jobs,
the company may be closed down, all
sorts of things. That type of thing is
also group retaliation, because it cre-
ates a whole atmosphere of panic, an
atmosphere where suddenly employees
come running to the company saying,
“What can we do? What can we do?”’
and the company says, “‘Oh, well, you
can go to Chicago, organize great
things against the EEOC, lobby outside
there,”” and the company pays for the
bus. It is a free day off. They provide
the lunches, they provide free phone
calls, hand them Members of Congress’
phone numbers and say, ‘‘Here, phone
them and go on.”

Rather than deal with this as a legal
case, which the company has the right
to do, and hopefully they are doing
that part. But they are also spending a
whole lot of resources trying to make
this a political case, trying to say that
they are going to go out there and take
on the entire Federal Government, and
anybody who stands up for this case or
thinks that they are going to file some
kind of an action or thinks they have
any employee rights, guess what, they
will be destroying the plant and de-
stroying the community because of
this, and so forth.

That is not to be tolerated. That is
not responsible corporate citizenship,
and that is what we are talking about.
So we will be sending a letter to the
Equal Employment Opportunity Com-
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mission, trying to find out what we can
do to see that the people who have
these legitimate complaints and legal
rights can pursue them without fearing
for their life, fearing they are going to
be raped, or fearing for anything else.

This is an absolute reign of terror
going on in this plant at this moment.
I must say, one has to wonder, if these
types of actions are going on in Nor-
mal, IL, we kind of wonder what is
going on in Abnormal, Illinois. | must
say, as one who has worked in labor
law before | came here, | have never
seen a case with factual statements
like this, nor have | seen such a history
like this.

I think one of the things that is re-
sponsible for all of this has been some
of the rhetoric we have seen in this
city, where people talked about, “We
don’t need the EEOC anymore. We
don’t need these standards. Everything
is fine, everything is wonderful.”
Maybe somebody in corporate America
misread that to think they did not
have to play by the rules anymore and
there was no Equal Employment Op-
portunity Commission anymore.

Well, it is smaller and it is crippled,
but it is still here. Thank goodness
those rights have not been repealed—
yet. So we stood firm yesterday with
the workers who were trying to exer-
cise their rights, and we are saying to
the corporation they must try to
change this reign of terror going on
there and treat those people with the
dignity and the respect they deserve.

O 1015

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
UPTON). Under a previous order of the
House, the gentleman from Indiana
[Mr. BURTON] is recognized for 5 min-
utes.

[Mr. BURTON of Indiana addressed
the House. His remarks will appear
hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.]

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Missouri [Mr. VOLKMER] is
recognized for 5 minutes.

[Mr. VOLKMER addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.]

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana [Mr. MCINTOSH] is
recognized for 5 minutes.

[Mr. MCINTOSH addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.]

ANSWERING AMERICA’S CALL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-

tleman from Minnesota [Mr.
GUTKNECHT] is recognized for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. GUTKNECHT. Mr. Speaker, it is
my pleasure today to pay tribute to a



		Superintendent of Documents
	2025-10-23T07:55:45-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	U.S. Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




