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The House met at 11 a.m.

The Chaplain, Rev. James David
Ford, D.D., offered the following pray-
er:

O God, our help in ages past,

Our hope for years to come,

Our shelter from the stormy blast,
And our eternal home.

With these stirring words of Isaac
Watts we recall Your providence, O
God, to us and to all people. Your abid-
ing word has led us in days of old to ac-
knowledge Your acts of creation and
Your blessings to us as a nation. And
as we anticipate the days ahead, Your
gifts of justice and mercy give us hope
and give us encouragement. For these
and all Your gifts, O God, we offer this
prayer of thanksgiving and praise.
Amen.

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

Mr. CHABOT. Mr. Speaker, pursuant
to clause 1, rule I, | demand a vote on
agreeing to the Speaker’s approval of
the Journal.

The SPEAKER. The question is on
the Chair’s approval of the Journal.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker announced that the ayes ap-
peared to have it.

Mr. CHABOT. Mr. Speaker, | object
to the vote on the ground that a
quorum is not present and make the
point of order that a quorum is not
present.

The SPEAKER. Pursuant to clause 5,
rule 1, further proceedings on this ques-
tion are postponed.

The point of no quorum is considered
withdrawn.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from Florida [Mr. WELDON] come for-
ward and lead the House in the Pledge
of Allegiance.

Mr. WELDON of Florida
Pledge of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

led the

APPOINTMENT AS MEMBERS TO
MEXICO-UNITED STATES INTER-
PARLIAMENTARY GROUP FOR 2D
SESSION OF 104TH CONGRESS

The SPEAKER. Pursuant to the pro-
visions of 22 U.S.C. 276h, the Chair ap-
points the following Members of the
House to the Mexico-United States
interparliamentary group for the 2d
session of the 104th Congress: Mr.
KOLBE, Arizona, Chairman; Mr.
BALLENGER, North Carolina, Vice
Chairman; Mr. GILMAN, New York; Mr.
DREIER, California; Mr. GALLEGLY,
California; Mr. MANzULLO, Illinois; Mr.
BILBRAY, California; Mr. DE LA GARZA,
Texas; Mr. RANGEL, New York; Mr.
MILLER, California; Mr. GEJDENSON,
Connecticut; and Mr. FILNER, Califor-
nia.

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain fifteen 1-minutes on each side.

WHATEVER HAPPENED TO THAT
TAX CUT FOR AMERICAN FAMI-
LIES?

(Mr. CHABOT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. CHABOT. Mr. Speaker, when | go
back to Cincinnati every weekend, |
get a chance to talk to a lot of working
folks. It’s amazing how many of them

ask me this question: “Whatever hap-
pened to that middle-class tax cut my
family was supposed to get this year?
Didn’t President Clinton promise us
some relief?”’

In fact, during his campaign, Mr.
Clinton did indeed promise tax relief.
Let me quote from his book, “Putting
People First’’: ““Middle-class taxpayers
will have a choice between a children’s
tax credit or a significant reduction in
their income tax rate.”

So, whatever happened to that mid-
dle-class tax break? Well, somehow,
our President forgot all about it, and
instead, gave the American people
something else; the largest tax in-
crease in peacetime history including a
hike in gasoline taxes. The only choice
we got was between higher gas prices
and not driving at all. Then, when the
new Republican Congress did enact a
$500 per child tax credit for working
families, President Clinton Kkilled it
with his veto pen, calling it a tax cut
for the rich. Mr. President, let’s work
together to give the American people
tax relief.

TIME FOR A RAISE

(Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD. Mr. Speaker,
America’s workers need a raise.

It has been almost 7 years since Con-
gress raised the minimum wage.

Nearly all the benefits of that bipar-
tisan effort have been eroded by infla-
tion, reducing the value of the mini-
mum wage to its lowest level since the
early 60’s.

Those who will benefit from a mini-
mum wage increase are the 7 million
working adults earning less than the
President’s proposed wage increase of
$5.15 an hour, and the 40 percent of
minimum wage workers who are the
sole breadwinners of their family.

The additional $1,800 a year these
workers will earn can pay for several
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months of groceries, health care serv-
ices, household utilities, or go toward
their children’s education at a local
community college.

Now is the time not for promises but
for action.

If this Congress wants to encourage
work we must reward working families
by increasing the minimum wage and
giving them hope for a better future.

It is time to give America’s workers
a raise.

SUPPORT THE INTERNATIONAL
SPACE STATION

(Mr. WELDON of Florida asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. WELDON of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, the House will be considering the
authorization bill for NASA next week,
which includes funding for the inter-
national space station.

You will hear arguments from oppo-
nents of the space station. If their
rhetoric sounds familiar, it should.
They are the same arguments used last
year, and the year before that, and the
year before that. In fact, they are the
same arguments used by opponents of
any visionary project throughout his-
tory.

Space station opponents are trying
to sink our country’s investment in the
future.

Opponents do not want you to hear
that the space station is on schedule
and on budget, or that nearly 90,000
pounds of hardware have been built by
the United States and our inter-
national partners.

Opponents of the space station want
you to cut it because they claim we
cannot afford it.

I tell you now that we can’t afford
not to build the space station. We can-
not turn our backs now on the men and
women who have worked to make the
space station and its promising future
a reality.

I urge everyone to support the inter-
national space station—a vote for the
space station is a vote for our chil-
dren’s future.

WHAT GOP REALLY STANDS FOR

(Mr. GUTIERREZ asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. GUTIERREZ. Mr. Speaker, |
drove by the gas station today. Pre-
mium was up. Unleaded was up. But
the minimum wage—the salary earned
by a lot of people who buy the gas and
pump the gas—was stuck right where it
had been.

Gas prices might be at their highest
point in years, but the buying power of
the minimum wage is soon to be at its
lowest point in 40 years. Our lowest
paid employees are getting gouged ev-
erywhere—at the gas station, at the
grocery store. But, instead of giving
minimum wage employees a break, the
Republicans tell them to wait.
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Yes, two bucks a gallon is a lot to
pay—especially when you are only
making four and a quarter an hour.

But, of course, the Republicans are
careful not to cut into the profit mar-
gin of the oil companies. After all—
that is the Republicans’ profit margin,
too. In the past few years, oil and gas
companies have pumped millions of
dollars into Republican campaign cof-
fers. Now | finally realize what GOP
stands for—gas, oil, and petroleum.

America’s gas tanks are running on
empty, but the Republican Party is out
of gas.

REPEAL THE GAS TAX

(Mr. KINGSTON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. KINGSTON. Mr. Speaker, that
last 1-minute was almost ridiculous.
Why is your gas going up? Well, yes, it
has to do with market, and perhaps
there is a little too much coziness be-
tween the big oil companies, who have
always been putting generous dona-
tions into Democratic campaign cof-
fers. But one thing we must never for-
get is that gas, every single gallon, is
4.3 cents higher because Bill Clinton re-
sides in the White House, and under a
Democrat majority Congress they in-
creased your gas prices 4.3 cents per
gallon and Americans have been paying
that for 2%z years.

I ask my Democrat colleagues who
are so concerned about America’s
working class to join me in asking the
President to repeal his excessive 4.3-
cents-per-gallon gas tax and let us give
Americans a little help this summer.

LET THE CHIPS FALL

(Mr. TRAFICANT asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. TRAFICANT. Mr. Speaker, the
Department of Agriculture spends $200
million a year on the Environmental
Quality Incentives Program known as
EQUIP. Now the focus of the purpose of
EQUIP is manure. That is right, ma-
nure. And after years of studies and re-
ports and after hundreds and hundreds
of millions of dollars, the Department
of Agriculture has come to several con-
clusions.

No. 1, big farm animals produce more
manure than small farm animals. And,
No. 2, manure stinks. Beam me up. Mr.
Speaker—$200 million to determine
that manure stinks.

I think these environmentalists over
at the Department of Agriculture have
been smelling too many methane
fumes. Why not just let the chips fall
where they may, stockpile a little of it,
and tell these monarchs and dictators
overseas if they keep jacking around
with oil prices, we are going to turn
Elsie loose.

| yield back the balance of this meth-
ane.
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WELFARE INVITES COMPARISONS
TO SLAVERY

(Mr. FRANKS of Connecticut asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. FRANKS of Connecticut. Mr.
Speaker, in slavery people worked but
were not paid. In our current welfare
system people do not work but they are
paid. Neither system can be condoned.
It took a Republican President, Abra-
ham Lincoln, to end slavery and it ap-
pears as though it will take a Repub-
lican President to end welfare as we
know it.

When President Clinton had a Demo-
crat-controlled Congress, there was no
welfare bill to vote on. Now that the
Republicans control Congress, Presi-
dent Clinton has repeatedly vetoed wel-
fare reform.

But unlike then-Governor Clinton’s
12-year failure to do what 48 other
States did easily, pass a State civil
rights bill, we should not wait on wel-
fare reform. We should not continue to
have a system that has been like a 20th
century version of slavery. Welfare and
slavery have both provided the basic
necessities while leaving their victims
filled with despair.

CALL FOR IMPOSITION OF
WINDFALL PROFITS

(Mr. MARKEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. MARKEY. Mr. Speaker, the Re-
publicans want to repeal the 4.3-cent
gasoline tax. Let us debate that. But
there is no guarantee that the oil com-
panies are going to lower prices by 4.3
cents, so the consumer would just ride
over to the gasoline station, pay the
extra 4.3 cents that the oil companies
had in lower prices and they wind up
with no extra money in their pocket.
The only way in which we can be sure
that the consumer gets a break is if we
impose a windfall profits tax on oil
companies.
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In that way, the consumer, as tax-
payer, will get that 4 cents back into
their pocket.

In addition, down in Texas, Koch and
Citgo and Coastal have closed down
300,000 barrels of oil refinery gasoline
per day as of last Friday. Up in New
Jersey, there is another 190,000 barrels
that Tosco is not producing.

We need the President to move in, to
use his Executive power, to jawbone
these energy executives, so that the
500,000 barrels of idle gasoline refining
capacity is put back on line by this
weekend, so that we flood the market-
place with gasoline. That drops the
price of oil in the global and American
marketplace.

TAX INCREASES NOT A SOLUTION

(Mr. HAYWORTH asked and was
given permission to address the House
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