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AV-8B Harrier Marine Corps jet air-
craft crashes since the first of January.

We talked about the fact that the
Clinton administration is not going to
spend the money to make the safety
upgrades to 24 of the Marine aircraft
that are going to be piloted by young
Americans. The chairman of the full
committee, my friend FLOYD SPENCE
and | made the decision that we would
commit to spend the money that was
necessary to upgrade those aircraft so
that they are 50 percent safer than
they would otherwise be, and we also
made the commitment to make the $83
million in safety upgrades to the F-14
aircraft.

It was an indication to me, Mr.
Speaker, that the Clinton administra-
tion’s defense budget, which has been
slashed in excess of $150 billion below
the budget put together by Dick Che-
ney and Chairman of the Joint Chiefs
Colin Powell, it was another indication
to me that this budget is coming apart
at the seams.

Today | have the duty of reporting to
my colleagues and to the American
people that there is another indicator
that the Clinton defense budget is com-
ing apart at the seams. That indicator
is that we now have examined the am-
munition supplies that the U.S. Marine
Corps will depend on in the two major
regional conflict scenarios. That means
if they should get involved in a conflict
in the Middle East and at the same
time be involved in a conflict on the
Korean peninsula, would they have the
ammunition to carry out both of those
operations, which is a requirement
that the President of the United States
has told the American people the Ma-
rines will be able to meet.

The answer, Mr. Speaker, unfortu-
nately is no. The Marines do not have
the basic ammunition load necessary
to carry out two major regional contin-
gencies. Their ammo pouches in those
contingencies will at some point be
empty, and they will be empty because
the Clinton administration is not will-
ing to spend the money to put that
ammo in their ammo pouches.

I have received now from the Marines
a list of ammo that they need to be
able to fight those contingencies for
the American people, and that ammo
list comes to $369 million. I have talked
this over with the chairman of the full
committee, the gentleman from South
Carolina, FLoYD SPENCE, and we have
agreed that we are going to commit
today to fund that full ammunition
load for the U.S. Marine Corps.

It makes no sense, and it certainly is
greatly lacking in compassion and con-
sideration for our military people to
suit them up and move them around
the world to project American power
and protect American interests and
freedom, and not give them the dog-
gone ammunition that they need to get
the job done.

So once again the Clinton defense
budget has come up this time $369 mil-
lion short in the area of ammunition.
We were first apprised of this when we
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saw the GAO report, the initial infor-
mal report that said that the Marines
did not have the ammo to fight two
wars. We examined it. We talked to
people. We finally got the list of ex-
actly what they need to have full am-
munition pouches.

So the Republicans are riding to the
rescue of America’s fighting people. We
are going to see to it that they have
the right equipment and the right am-
munition to get the job done, and we
are committing today to spend the
money that is necessary to do that.

THE 81ST ANNIVERSARY OF
ARMENIAN GENOCIDE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from New York [Mrs. LOWEY] is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mrs. LOWEY. Mr. Speaker, this year
marks the 81st anniversary of the Ar-
menian genocide, an act of mass mur-
der that took 1.5 million Armenian
lives and led to the exile of the Arme-
nian nation from its historic homeland.

It is of vital importance that we
never forget what happened to the Ar-
menian people. Indeed the only thing
we can do for the victims is to remem-
ber, and we forget at our own peril.

The Armenian genocide, which began
15 years after the start of the 20th cen-
tury, was the first act of genocide of
this century, but it was far from the
last. The Armenian genocide was fol-
lowed by the Holocaust, Stalin’s
purges, and other acts of mass murder
around the world.

Adolf Hitler himself said that the
world’s indifference to the slaughter in
Armenia indicated that there would be
no global outcry if he undertook the
mass murder of Jews and others he
considered less than human. And he
was right. It was only after the holo-
caust that the cry ‘‘never again’’ arose
throughout the world. But it was too
late for millions of victims. Too late
for the 6 million Jews. Too late for the
1.5 million Armenians.

Today we recall the Armenian geno-
cide and we mourn its victims. We also
pledge that we shall do everything we
can to protect the Armenian nation
against further aggression; in the Re-
public of Armenia, in Nagorno-
Karabagh, or anywhere else.

Unfortunately, there are some who
still think it is acceptable to block the
delivery of U.S. humanitarian assist-
ance around the world. Despite our suc-
cess last year in including the Humani-
tarian Aid Corridor Act in the Foreign
Operations Appropriations bill signed
by the President, Azerbaijan has con-
tinued its blockade of United States
humanitarian assistance to Armenia.

It is tragic that Azerbaijan’s tactics
have denied food and medicine to inno-
cent men, women, and children in Ar-
menia, and created thousands of refu-
gees. The United States must stand
firm against any dealings with Azer-
baijan wuntil it ends this immoral
blockade. We must make clear that

April 24, 1996

warfare and blockades aimed at civil-
ians are unacceptbable as means for re-
solving disputes.

Mr. Speaker, after the genocide, the
Armenian people wiped away their
tears and cried out, “Let us never for-
get. Let us always remember the atroc-
ities that have taken the lives of our
parents and our children and our neigh-
bors.” | rise today to remember those
cries and to make sure that they were
not uttered in vain. The Armenian na-
tion lives. We must do everything we
can to ensure that it is never imperiled
again.

REMEMBER THE MARTYRS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Massachusetts [Mr.
TORKILDSEN] is recognized for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. TORKILDSEN. Mr. Speaker, |
rise with my colleagues, the gentleman
from New Jersey [Mr. PALLONE], the
gentleman from Illinois [Mr. PORTER],
and many others to remember the Ar-
menian genocide.

Last week Members of Congress, the
Nation and the world observed Yom
HaShoah to honor and remember the
millions of Jews who perished in the
Holocaust. Sadly, one tragic truth
about the Holocaust is that it occurred
20 years after the Armenian genocide,
which took the lives of over 1%z million
Armenians. In fact, it was Hitler who
uttered the infamous statement, ‘“Who
remembers the Armenians?”’

Today we stand here in this Chamber
and in places around our Nation to do
just that, to remember the Armenians,
remember the martyrs, to say we will
always remember them and we will
never let the world forget the Arme-
nian genocide that occurred at the
hands of the Ottoman Turks.

It was just over 81 years ago that 1.5
million Armenians were systematically
murdered and another 500,000 were
driven from their homeland during the
8-year genocide. Revisionist historians
have sadly doubted the historical re-
ality of the genocide. The Armenians
were not Killed indiscriminately or at
random. The Armenians murdered be-
tween 1915 and 1923 were the victims of
a calculated extermination through
starvation, torture and deportation, a
genocide in every cruel meaning of the
word and nothing less.

Earlier today back in my district,
Mayor Peter Torigian of Peabody, MA
held a remembrance and flag-raising
ceremony that included 8 survivors of
the genocide. These people are living
proof that the genocide occurred. Their
words bear witness to the reality of
what happened 81 years ago.

Mayor Torigian often tells a terrify-
ing but very sobering story of his
mother, who survived the genocide.
Any time someone tries to deny the
historical reality of the genocide, he
reminds them that his mother, who
was quite ill and confined to a nursing
home, often repeats an Armenian
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phrase which when translated means:
“The soldiers are coming, the soldiers
are coming.”” These are the words of a
then terrified 14-year-old girl who was
able to survive the atrocities inflicted
upon her people many years ago.

I join with my colleagues in calling
on President Clinton to use the word
‘“‘genocide”” as the only accurate de-
scription of the terror inflicted on the
Armenian people. For the dead and the
living, we must bear witness so that
this horror will never happen again.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Illinois [Mr. DURBIN] is
recognized for 5 minutes.

[Mr. DURBIN addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.]

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Florida [Mr. Goss] is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

[Mr. GOSS addressed the House. His
remarks will appear hereafter in the
Extensions of Remarks.]

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New York [Mr. MANTON] is
recognized for 5 minutes.

[Mr. MANTON addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.]

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana [Mr. SOUDER] is
recognized for 5 minutes.

[Mr. SOUDER addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.]

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Rhode Island [Mr. KEN-
NEDY] is recognized for 5 minutes.

[Mr. KENNEDY of Rhode Island ad-
dressed the House. His remarks will ap-
pear hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.]

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Arizona [Mr. SHADEGG] is
recognized for 5 minutes.

[Mr. SHADEGG addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.]

COMMEMORATING THE 81ST ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE ARMENIAN
GENOCIDE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California [Mr. TORRES] is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. TORRES. Mr. Speaker, | wish to
thank my colleagues, Mr. PALLONE and
Mr. PORTER, for once again organizing
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this special congressional opportunity
for Congress to pause to honor the
memory of the 1% million Armenians
who were killed between 1915 and 1923
by agents of the Turkish Ottoman Em-
pire in what is known in infamy as the
Armenian Genocide.

While we cautiously welcome the im-
portant gestures recently made by Tur-
key, in recognizing the independence of
Armenia and the opening of an air cor-
ridor to Armenia, the history of the re-
lationships between these two coun-
tries must be kept in perspective.

Some would claim that our remem-
brance today fans the flames of atavis-
tic hatred and that the issue of the
Ottoman government’s efforts to de-
stroy the Armenian people is a matter
best left to scholars and historians. |
do not agree. For whatever ambiguities
may be invoked in the historic record
of these events, one fact remains unde-
niable: the death and suffering of Ar-
menians on a massive scale happened,
and is deserving of recognition and re-
membrance.

This solemn occasion permits us to
join in remembrance with the many
Americans of Armenian ancestry, to
remind this country of the tragic price
paid by the Armenian community for
its long pursuit of life, liberty and free-
dom.

Today, | rise, with my Colleagues, to
recall and remember one of the most
tragic events in history and through
this act of remembrance, to make pub-
lic and vivid the memory of the ulti-
mate price paid by the Armenian com-
munity by this blot against human ci-
vility.

We come together each year with
this act of commemoration, this year
being the 81st anniversary of this geno-
cide, to tell the stories of this atrocity
so that we will not sink into ignorance
of our capacity to taint human
progress with acts of mass murder.

The Armenian genocide was a delib-
erate act to Kill, or deport, all Arme-
nians from Asia Minor, and takes its
place in history with other acts of
genocide such as Stalin’s destruction of
the Kulaks, Hitler’s calculated wrath
on the Jews, Poles, and Romany Gypsy
community in Central Europe, and Pol
Pot’s attempt to purge incorrect politi-
cal thought from Cambodia by Killing
all of his people over the age of fifteen,
and more recently, the ethnic cleans-
ing atrocities in Bosnia.

We do not have the ability to go back
and correct acts of a previous time, or
to right the wrongs of the past. If we
had this capacity, perhaps we could
have prevented the murders of millions
of men, women and children.

We can, however, do everything in
our power to prevent such atrocities
from occurring again. To do this, we
must educate people about these hor-
rible incidents, comfort the survivors
and keep alive the memories of those
who died.

I encourage everyone to use this mo-
ment to think about the tragedy which
was the Armenian Genocide, to con-
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template the massive loss of lives, and
to ponder the loss of the human con-
tributions which might have been.

Although, the massacre we depict
and describe started 81 years ago, the
Armenian people continue to fight for
their freedom and independence today,
in the Nagorno Karabagh.

Again, this year, | would like to close
my remarks with an urgent plea that
we use this moment as an occasion to
recommit ourselves to the spirit of
human understanding, compassion, pa-
tience, and love.

For these alone are the tools for
overcoming our tragic, and uniquely
human proclivity for resolving dif-
ferences and conflicts by acts of vio-
lence.

This century has been characterized
as one of the bloodiest in our archives
of human history. Certainly, the geno-
cide perpetuated against the Armenian
peoples has been a factor in this dismal
record.

The dawning of a new century offers
our human race two paths. One contin-
ues along a road of destruction, dis-
trust, and despair. Those who travel
this path have lost their connection to
the primal directives, which permit us
as a society to maintain balance, con-
tinuity, and harmony.

I would ask my colleagues, on this
81th anniversary of one of history’s
bloodiest massacres of human beings—
and during a time in history when vio-
lent solutions to problems between
peoples continue to hold sway—to con-
template the second path. The map to
this path exists within the guiding
teachings of all major world religions
and are encapsulated in what Chris-
tians refer to as the 10 Commandments.
I would ask my colleagues, no matter
their religious or political persuasions
and beliefs, to revisit these core teach-
ings which form a common bond be-
tween all peoples. To use these com-
mon beliefs as the basis for action and
understanding in these trying times.
The surface differences between peo-
ples, offer only an exciting diversity in
form. At the core all peoples are united
by common dreams, aspirations, and
beliefs in a desire for harmony, de-
cency, and peace with justice.

Let these testimonies of the atroc-
ities perpetuated against the Armenian
people serve as a reminder that as a
human race we can, and must, do bet-
ter. It takes strength and wisdom to
understand that the sword of compas-
sion is indeed mightier than the sword
of steel.

Certainly, as we reflect over the con-
flicts of this century, we can only come
to the conclusion that violence begets
violence, hatred begets hatred and that
only understanding patience, compas-
sion, and love can open the door to the
realization of the dreams which we all
hold for our children and for their chil-
dren.

Let our statements today, remember-
ing and openly condemning the atroc-
ity committed against the Armenians,
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