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The House met at 11 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore [Mr. RADANOVICH].

f

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
April 24, 1996.

I hereby designate the Honorable GEORGE
P. RADANOVICH to act as Speaker pro tem-
pore on this day.

NEWT GINGRICH,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

f

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Rev. James David
Ford, D.D., offered the following pray-
er:

Help us to acknowledge, O gracious
God, that Your creation extends from
the east to the west, that there is no
boundary to Your goodness and Your
grace. Forgive us when we seek to
make our action the center of all ac-
tion and our concerns the focus of all
humanity. Remind us that we ought
not remake Your graces to look only
like our face or make our concerns to
be the center of Your entire creation.
As You are the God of all so let us
focus on Your blessings and Your will
in every place and for every person so
that justice will flow down as waters
and righteousness like an everflowing
stream. Amen.

f

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from Illinois [Mr. FLANA-
GAN] come forward and lead the House
in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. FLANAGAN led the Pledge of Al-
legiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

f

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE

A message from the Senate by Mr.
Lundregan, one of its clerks, an-
nounced that the Senate had passed
bills of the following titles in which
the concurrence of the House is re-
quested:

S. Con. Res. 54. Concurrent resolution to
correct the enrollment of the bill S. 735, to
prevent and punish acts of terrorism, and for
other purposes; and

S. Con. Res. 55. Concurrent resolution to
correct the enrollment of the bill S. 735, to
prevent and punish acts of terrorism, and for
other purposes.

f

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will entertain fifteen 1-minute
presentations from each side of the
aisle.
f

MEDICARE

(Ms. DUNN of Washington asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend her remarks.)

Ms. DUNN of Washington. Mr. Speak-
er, I want to talk about Medicare. Yes-
terday the Treasury Department re-
ported a new and totally unexpected
$4.2 billion shortfall in the Medicare
trust fund during the first half of the
current fiscal year. Just a year ago,
this very same fund had projected a

surplus of $45 million for fiscal year
1996.

My parents, the Blackburns in Belle-
vue, WA, probably did not read that
news story, but it is critically impor-
tant to them because they, like mil-
lions of others, count on the Medicare
system being solvent. More than a year
ago President Clinton’s Medicare trust-
ees, including three members of his
own Cabinet, warned that Medicare
would be bankrupt by 2002 if no
changes were made. Yet the President
did nothing to change it. He offered no
long-term solutions and he offered no
leadership. In fact, all he offered was
election year scare tactics designed to
frighten senior citizens.

Mr. Speaker, enough is enough. Con-
gressional Republicans in response to
people like my parents have offered
leadership. We want to save benefits
for our seniors and save the Medicare
trust fund, and we want to do it now
while it is still possible.

f

RAISING THE MINIMUM WAGE

(Mrs. CLAYTON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mrs. CLAYTON. Mr. Speaker, there
are 117,000 minimum wage workers in
North Carolina. Those workers are not
just numbers, they are people with
families and children. They are day
care providers, farmers and food serv-
ice workers, mechanics and machine
operators. They are in construction
work and sales, health and cleaning
services, and a range of other occupa-
tions.

Their families helped build America,
and they can help rebuild it. They do
not need charity, they need a check—a
check that includes a reasonable in-
crease in the minimum wage, as pro-
posed by the President.

Work should be a benefit, it should
not be a burden. Work is a burden
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when, despite an individual’s best ef-
forts, living is a daily struggle. Work is
a benefit when enough is earned to pay
for what we need.

Reward work, and pass the minimum
wage increase.
f

THE 10TH ANNIVERSARY OF VIET-
NAM WAR MUSEUM IN CHICAGO
(Mr. FLANAGAN asked and was

given permission to address the House
fore 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. FLANAGAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize the Vietnam Memo-
rial Museum, in the heart of the Viet-
namese community in Chicago, for its
commitment to uniting both American
and Vietnamese veterans on issues re-
lating to Vietnam and veterans’ af-
fairs.

The museum was founded 10 years
ago with the intent of honoring those
who participated and served in the
Vietnam war and educating future gen-
erations about personal experiences of
those who performed such service. It
contains a fascinating exhibit of var-
ious memorabilia, artifacts, photo-
graphs, artwork, and period publica-
tions, reminding us all of the sacrifices
made by our veterans during the Viet-
nam war.

The Vietnam Memorial Museum of
Chicago is not a war museum. It is a
memorial, a place where those who sur-
vived the hardships of the Vietnam war
can meet, reflect on their personal ex-
periences and share memories and emo-
tions.

The museum also serves the commu-
nity by housing a drop-off center where
American and Vietnamese veterans
channel valuable goods to needy Viet-
namese refugees living in the Chicago
area. This museum is truly a commu-
nity based and community oriented op-
eration.

The Vietnam War Museum is a trib-
ute to Vietnam veterans and their fam-
ilies and all veterans. It is a valuable
resource to the Chicagoland commu-
nity that honors all, veterans and civil-
ians alike, who served our country dur-
ing the Vietnam era on behalf of the
cause of freedom.
f

THE MINIMUM WAGE
(Mrs. KENNELLY asked and was

given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mrs. KENNELLY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to talk about increasing the
minimum wage. I would like to focus
on one particular type of low-wage
worker—women. Almost 60 percent of
those making minimum wage are fe-
male. Many times, these are women
with children to support—women
whose alternative would be to go on
welfare. As one who has participated in
the debate on welfare reform for many
years, I can tell you this: The single
best way to keep people off welfare is
to make work pay.

Raising the minimum wage will
make an enormous difference for many

of these families. For them, it would
mean an extra $1,800 a year to put in
the family bank account. This one in-
crease equates to an average spent for
7 months of groceries, or 4 months of
housing, or 9 months of utility bills.
This is no time for political games—
raising the minimum wage is long
overdue. The wage earners struggling
to support their families know it. The
President has said and I agree: if you
work full-time, year-round, you
shouldn’t be poor. Raising the mini-
mum wage takes us toward that goal. I
believe we should raise it now.
f

IMPROVING THE NATION

(Mr. FRANKS of Connecticut asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. FRANKS of Connecticut. Mr.
Speaker, like a chain, in order to im-
prove our Nation we must strengthen
even the weakest links in our society.
By doing so it would make it more
likely that under known or unknown
pressures, we would be able to pull to-
gether rather than fall apart as a na-
tion.

Hope and opportunity are key ele-
ments. They go hand in hand with suc-
cess. It is hard to have one without the
other. However, for many in our inner
cities, opportunities seem limited.
Thus hopelessness often creeps into
their lives, and the prospect of success
becomes nothing more than a pipe
dream. We as leaders owe our society
much more, but, unlike the beliefs of
many, we do not have to throw tax-
payers’ dollars at the problem. There
are other solutions.

Mr. Speaker, I will soon be offering
initiatives that in a meaningful way
will attempt to address these grave
concerns.
f

SOMETHING IS WRONG

(Mr. TRAFICANT asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. TRAFICANT. Mr. Speaker, Rod-
ney Hamrick, who is in prison for
threatening the life of Ronald Reagan,
threatened to blow up a Federal court-
house, a judge, the NAACP head-
quarters, and an airplane. Then he
went beyond and he sent a bomb in the
mail, that did not explode, to the U.S.
attorney that had convicted him. He
was naturally convicted.

But a three-judge panel at the
Fourth Circuit Court overturned the
decision by saying, since the bomb did
not detonate, it was not deadly. Beam
me up, Mr. Speaker. I believe that
these three judges must have received
a defective mail-order law degree from
Sears Roebuck. Something is wrong
when Gorbachev gets slapped in the
face in Russia while campaigning and
they call it an assassination. In Amer-
ica, a prisoner sends a mail bomb and
it is treated like a misdemeanor. If

that does not explain it all, I do not
know what does.

f

MORE MEDICARE

(Mr. HAYWORTH asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. HAYWORTH. Mr. Speaker, I
come to the well once again heartened
by the remarks of my colleague from
the great State of Ohio. I just wish we
could get past some of the name call-
ing and some of the, to be frank,
disinformation that has infested itself
here on the banks of the Potomac; to
wit, fact, yesterday the Treasury De-
partment reports that Medicare is los-
ing money, $4.2 billion in the first 6
months of this year.

Yet what does the minority leader
say on television? Last summer, when
queried about allowing Medicare to
grow at a rate less than 10 percent a
year, he says, and I am quoting him,
the reforms the majority tried to make
amounted to this, ‘‘This is a hoax.’’

Mr. Speaker, it is no hoax. The hoax
comes when those on the left would de-
liberately employ medi-scare tactics to
try and get through the next election
rather than to save and transform Med-
icare for the next generation. We are
all to be held accountable. Let us deal
with the truth.

f

ALCOHOL AND CHILDREN

(Mr. KENNEDY of Massachusetts
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute.)

Mr. KENNEDY of Massachusetts. Mr.
Speaker, we in this country, every one
of us understands what this sign says.
It is three frogs saying Budweiser. The
trouble is that if you ask the average
fourth and fifth graders in this coun-
try, they also know what it says. They
know what it says more than they
know what Tony the Tiger says. They
know more about Budweiser than they
know about Smokey Bear or the
Mighty Morphin Power Rangers.

People that do not think there is a
problem with young people drinking al-
cohol in this country do not under-
stand the facts. Alcohol abuse kills
more young people in America than all
other drugs combined. Junior high
school and high school students drink
1.1 billion cans of beer each year, and
Anheuser Busch’s market share of this
number is 70 million 6-packs of
Budweiser, equaling $200 million of
sales to children.

Let us put an end to trying to mar-
ket to children a drug that unneces-
sarily kills far too many of our Na-
tion’s most vital natural resources.

f

APPRECIATING BALANCE

(Mr. TAUZIN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)
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