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Walter Reuther, who remained in office
during the purge, also remained a marked
man.

In April 1938 two gun-wielding anti-union
thugs forced their way into Sophie Reuther’s
25th birthday party at Walter Reuther’s De-
troit apartment (a delivery of Chinese food
had been expected) and began pistol whip-
ping her brother-in-law until a guest scram-
bled out a second-story window and began
shouting for the police.

When the police, widely assumed to be in
the pay of the auto makers, began a perfunc-
tory investigation and asked Mrs. Reuther to
describe the thugs, she did not miss a beat.
“They looked very much like you,” she said.

In 1951, after an attempt on Mr. Reuther’s
life, the family including three children,
moved to Paris, where he spent three years
as the Congress of Industrial Organization’s
European director.

They moved to Washington in 1954, when
Walter Reuther took over as U.A.W. presi-
dent and Victor became his special assistant
and director of international affairs.

Although Mrs. Reuther held no official
union position after 1937, she remained very
much a union woman, so much so that when
her husband, who she believed had been ne-
glecting his domestic duties, returned from
one of his frequent trips he found a list of
her demands written large in rug shampoo
on the living room carpet.

Known as a women who recognized no limi-
tation on what she could do, Mrs. Reuther
obtained a fine arts degree from George
Washington University at the age of 55 in
1968 and was a Robert F. Kennedy delegate to
the Democratic National Convention that
year.

It was during an official union visit to
India that year that Mrs. Reuther left her
husband with the enduring image of her hu-
manity. At a mine near Calcutta, he re-
called, a miner’s widow, an untouchable, ap-
proached his wife, bent down and kissed her
shoe.

Then, in a breach of caste protocol, “my
Sophie reached down and lifted the women
up and embraced her.”” Mr. Reuther recalled.
“The women were shocked. The men were
shocked.”

“That was my Shopie,” he said. ‘““She felt
a kinship with the suffering of all people.”

In addition to her husband, Mrs. Reuther is
survived by a daughter, Carole Hill of
Cowden, Ill.; two sons, Eric, of Washington,
and John, of Moscow; a brother, Edward
Bezuska of Warren, Mich, and six grand-
children.

SPECIAL ORDERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of May
12, 1995, and under a previous order of
the House, the following Members will
be recognized for 5 minutes each.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California [Mr. RIGGS] is
recognized for 5 minutes.

[Mr. RIGGS addressed the House. His
remarks will appear hereafter in the
Extensions of Remarks.]

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Texas [Ms. JACKSON-LEE]
is recognized for 5 minutes.

[Ms. JACKSON-LEE addressed the
House. Her remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.]
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GETTING GOVERNMENT OFF THE
BACKS OF AMERICANS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Florida [Mr. FOLEY] is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. FOLEY. Mr. Speaker, | certainly
appreciate the opportunity, and we are
glad to be back in our Nation’s Capital,
and obviously it is tax week. April 15
has come and gone, and the American
public has obviously hopefully filled
out all of their appropriate papers. But
it gives us cause to look at Govern-
ment and talk about how we are trying
to make a difference here in Washing-
ton, trying to get Government to look
at itself and reflect on what its true
mission is, to look at all levels of
spending, to look at all that we do in
trying to determine what is the most
appropriate role for the Federal Gov-
ernment, what would be best reserved
for the States, what would we expect
from our leaders.

I am particularly pleased that the
National Taxpayers Union released its
report on Congress. The National Tax-
payers Union released its ratings from
the 1995 session of Congress, the first of
the 104th. | was proud to note 78 Mem-
bers of this body scored an A rating. |
was particularly delighted in the fact
that 33 Members of the freshman class
were A rated this year.

In their release, the National Tax-
payers Union suggested that Members
did not only talk about reduction of
spending in their districts, they em-
phasized it here on the floor of this
Chamber. They showed by their deeds
and by their actions their commitment
to reducing the size and scope of Fed-
eral Government.

Yes, we need to make priorities. Yes,
we need to seek the direction that this
Nation hopes to accomplish. But, by
these ratings, we have clearly indi-
cated, at least this Member personally,
that we are prepared to make the
tough votes, to bring us in balance in
our Nation.

We are spending in excess of $200 bil-
lion a year that we do not have. We
have a $5 trillion national debt. It is
costing us $300 billion in interest pay-
ments on the debt alone to service that
debt. Even in the year 2002 when we
fully balance the treasury and we do
not have more going out than we have
coming in, we will still have in excess
at that point of $6 trillion in debt.

Now, when you are spending $300 bil-
lion alone this fiscal year on interest
payments, no principle reduction, you
are clearly spending that $200 billion,
and you are spending in excess $100 bil-
lion further in reducing the debt. With-
out that $300 billion you would have a
surplus revenue to the treasury of over
$100 billion.

So part of the significant concern is
reducing the debt, ratcheting it down,
much like an individual does on a 30-
year mortgage. They start paying down
the debt, small incremental principle
reductions, in order to bring down that
devastating debt burden on our Nation.

April 16, 1996

If the Members would think of $300
billion of free flow cash that could be
used to enhance programs, actually
you would have $100 billion, but you
take that toward education, pre-K pro-
grams, Head Start, things vitally im-
portant to getting our Nation’s youth
up and running so they enter first
grade with reading and writing skills,
basic skills, in order to become produc-
tive.

| talked a little bit about what we
tried to do in the crime areas in this
Nation. It is time we stop coddling the
criminals. | was entirely depressed the
other day when | read the story about
the gentleman from Texas who had
committed sexual offenses against mi-
nors, who was being released from pris-
on, and readily acknowledged that he
would commit the crimes again. In our
society we suggest that he be released
and we put a monitoring bracelet on
him.

Here is a man that indicates he is
going to perpetrate crimes against
children, he may kill his next victim,
and our Nation releases him. The penal
system in Texas releases him because
they claim they cannot hold him any
longer. The mere utterance of the fact
that he threatened bodily injury on an-
other human being | think should have
proven beyond a reasonable doubt that
he should have been held in custody.

If we are going to get tough on crime,
we are having to get tough on sen-
tences like this, where they are releas-
ing perpetrators of serious felonies
against children out into our society.
We are not going to prove to the young
people of America that crime does not
pay, if in fact they witness daily people
being released by judges, released by
prisons, serving half the time allocated
by the judge, serving 25 percent of the
allocable time.

We tried to mandate we will not pro-
vide prison funds for States if they do
not require serving 80 percent of sen-
tences. We come up with gimmicks like
“three strikes and you’re out.” What is
wrong with the first strike? Why do we
need baseball metaphors to feel safe in
our homes? Why not put them away
the first time.

When Kkids bring knives and guns to
school, do not suspend them from cam-
pus. Do not send them home into the
communities with guns and knives so
they can rob homes while we are work-
ing. Put them in a boot camp. No ma-
rine wants to go back to basic training.
Once they have completed it, they
never want to return to basic training.

The same could be held for our young
juvenile offenders. If in fact they com-
mit these types of crimes, put them in
a boot camp and make them serve a
sentence so they will not commit a
crime again or will think twice about
it.

We can make a difference in America
in this Congress. We can get tougher on
criminals. We can balance the budget
and save the Nation from fiscal col-
lapse. But we must act now in the week
of IRS’ big gulp. Let us get the taxes
reduced and Government off our backs.
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TRIBUTE TO THE LATE THOMAS
JAMES PETTEWAY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Connecticut [Mr. FRANKS]
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. FRANKS of Connecticut. Mr.
Speaker, Thomas James Petteway was
a civic leader who was needed at his
time, but he was also a civic leader
who was truly ahead of his time. And
for all of us who knew and loved him,
Tom will be missed by us all the time.

For his sisters and brothers, in-laws,
nieces, and nephews and the many
cousins, especially those that make up
the branch of the Petteway family,
now led by my mother Jenary
Petteway Franks, we all loved Tom
Petteway.

But Tom was easy to love. Family
came first with Tom, And he loved his
family.

He as a likable person. He was a
good, decent individual.

Anything Tom Petteway did, he did
it well, And he did a lot. He served his
country in the Army during WWII with
distinction. He later presided over an
area veterans club. He was an active
member of the community.

Tom was an active member of the Re-
publican Party. Back when Tom reg-
istered to vote most blacks registered
with the Republican Party. Unlike
many, Tom stayed with the Republican
Party over the years.

I remember white old timers in the
Republican Party telling me stories
about Tom Petteway.

I remember blacks, like Kay Wyrick,
telling me about the Black Republican
Club in which Tom headed at one time.

Whites and blacks talked of Tom
with sincere affection and admiration.
But who could not remember his dis-
tinctive voice. Tom was a proud, ar-
ticulate, well-educated man whose
mere presence was felt by all whenever
he appeared in a room.

Tom served the city of Waterbury in
an official capacity as a member of the
Welfare Board.

He served as president of the Water-
bury Chapter of the NAACP during one
of the most contentious civil rights pe-
riods.

Without any doubt Tom Petteway
distinguished himself as one of Water-
bury’s leading black civic leaders.

Tom Petteway was a pioneer. Tom
Petteway was ahead of his time.

It was easier for my generation of
black leaders because of people like
Tom Petteway.

That is why people from my genera-
tion need to pause and thank people
like Tom Petteway for blazing the trail
for us.

And, | do that again today.

When | was starting out in Repub-
lican politics back in the early
eighties, it seemed as though Tom was
always at the big events.

He offered me a great deal of encour-
agement and he also gave me little tips
from time to time, like for example: He
said you may go to a meeting but what
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you may not realize is that there may
have been a meeting before the real
meeting in which you were not invited.

It was not long before | too found
that to be true.

When the big Republican events
turned out to be events for me, Tom
was always there to offer his support.
He was not feeling well all the time but
he was always there.

As a Congressman | frequently made
it my point to stop by the West Haven
Veterans Hospital to see my cousin
Tom. And, he was well known there
too.

Tom Petteway was a leader in this
time. Tom Petteway was ahead of his
time.

But for those who knew Tom, we are
grateful that he lived during our time.

O 1530

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Missouri [Mr. GEPHARDT]
is recognized for 5 minutes.

[Mr. GEPHARDT addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.]

REMEMBERING SECRETARY RON
BROWN AND THOSE WHO PER-
ISHED WITH HIM

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from West Virginia [Mr. WISE]
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. WISE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to remember still, as we are all still
feeling, those who were on the plane
with Secretary Ron Brown. It was a
loss that this country feels now and is
going to feel for quite a long time.

In West Virginia we feel this deeply,
the lose of the Government personnel,
the military personnel, the private sec-
tor personnel. In addition to Secretary
Brown we lost William Morton of Hun-
tington who was buried Saturday in
Huntington, who was long time in-
volved in so many things that made
this country great: political campaigns
and working with Secretary Brown in a
number of capacities.

He grew up and graduated, went to
Huntington High School and went on
to make his mark in so many different
areas. | give thanks for his life and
that of Ron Brown’s. With Secretary
Brown he was a man of composure, a
man of pragmatism, a man of obvious
intelligence, and a compassionate man.

So many stories that each of us has
about Secretary Ron Brown. I remem-
ber one. He visited Martinsburg, WV,
at my request somewhere around 2
years ago. We had a celebration, he was
kicking off a compressed natural gas
vehicle caravan. We had bands out
there, and there were two little chil-
dren that were making presentations.

I still remember that Secretary
Brown was there surrounded, by Mem-
bers of Congress and the State leader-
ship and the city leadership and the
county leadership, and everybody’s in a
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suit looking very official, and these
two little girls. One of the little girls
was making a presentation in the
microphone, and of course she was
dressed in her Sunday best, and she was
a little awed by all of this and she had
trouble with a couple of her words. Sec-
retary Brown nodded very patiently,
went over and leaned over and said
take your time. Just take your time.
She smiled and finished like a champ.

Secretary Brown was, we liked to kid
him, he was a property owner in West
Virginia owning property in the Ca-
naan Valley. But | think what he will
be remembered for, so much he will be
remembered because more people are
working today in this country because
of Ron Brown. There are more opportu-
nities for people today in this country
because of Ron Brown. There are more
jobs that have been created in this
country today because of Ron Brown.
There are more trade opportunities
here and abroad because of Ron Brown.

The Commerce Department, which
has been a traditional backwater for
many years, is a thriving vibrant de-
partment today because of Ron Brown.
In so many areas we see his hand and
we are going to miss that guiding hand.

The testimony of Ron Brown, well,
there are so many testimonies, but |
know one. As well as being a member
of the Democratic Party, he is the one
who put us back on track. He took a
demoralized party and turned it, in
just a few short years, to one that won
the Presidency for the first time in 12
years. A tribute to Ron Brown is how
many of us, how many people who
came in contact with him called him
friend.

I was at a meeting in Missouri this
week, Republicans and Democrats
alike, as well as foreign parliamentar-
ians, and Ron Brown’s name came up.
And all of us stopped and every one of
us had a story to tell about Ron Brown.
Every one of us wanted to tell that
story. Every one of us knew him as
friends. Ron Brown was our friend. He
was a friend of America’s and we miss
him. We miss him, very, very much.

THE RICKY RAY HEMOPHILIA
RELIEF FUND ACT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Florida [Mr. Goss] is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. GOSS. Mr. Speaker, a majority
of the House now agrees that we should
provide compassionate assistance to
the 8,000 victims of hemophilia-associ-
ated aids. The Ricky Ray Hemophilia
Relief Fund Act—which establishes a
compensation program for the victims
of this tragedy—now carries 219 bi-par-
tisan cosponsors. | introduced the
Ricky Ray Bill—which is named for a
constituent who was 15 when he died of
hemophilia-associated Aids in 1992. We
started with two dozen sponsors.

But each week for the past year the
support for this measure has grown
thanks to the awesome grassroots par-
ticipation of the victims of hemophilia-
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