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the United States than there were at
the beginning of the gulf war. Every-
thing that the United States had at
stake at the beginning of the gulf war
is still on the line, even more so. Amer-
icans consume 17 million barrels of oil
a day, and today over 50 percent of that
consumption is imported from foreign
sources.

Last year, a Department of Com-
merce study revealed that the Nation’s
reliance on foreign oil was a threat to
our national security, because it in-
creases our vulnerability to oil supply
interruptions.

Mr. Speaker, foreign oil dependency
can be alleviated. One way would be to
allow our Nation’s industry more ac-
cess to promising areas offshore. Our
Government also must lift unnecessary
and burdensome regulations that pro-
vide no environmental benefits but
cost American jobs and drive our oil
and gas industry overseas.

Congress must take the lead in devel-
oping a Federal energy policy that en-
courages rather than punishes domes-
tic oil and gas production. As the
world’s leader, America must learn
from history’s mistakes rather than re-
peat them. This is a job’s issue, it is a
national security issue, and time is not
on our side.

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro temore (Mr. GUN-
DERSON). The Chair will entertain three
more 1-minutes on each side.

URGING SUPPORT OF THE ESSEN-
TIAL AIR SERVICE, A PROGRAM
IMPORTANT TO RURAL AMERICA

(Mr. BARRETT of Nebraska asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. BARRETT of Nebraska. Mr.
Speaker, as we begin the fiscal year
1997 appropriations process, I'd like to
call your attention to a small but im-
portant program to rural America—the
Essential Air Service. EAS was created
in the early 1980’s to provide assistance
to small communities, and to maintain
an integrated, national air service net-
work. Air service is vital to rural com-
munities, it is their link to the rest of
the world.

Over the past several years, funding
for EAS has steadily decreased, falling
victim to an urban-dominated Con-
gress, and budget cuts.

Therefore, I've introduced an alter-
native to the EAS, the Small Commu-
nity Air Service Act. My bill, H.R. 2881
would allow States to charge a small
fee on passenger tickets to fund an
EAS-type program. It would be de-
signed by the State, and for the State.
| believe my bill is a viable alternative
to the current program.

I ask my colleagues to seriously con-
sider H.R. 2881. And as we continue the
appropriations process | ask for your
support of EAS.
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THE UNITED STATES MUST MINI-
MIZE ITS DEPENDENCE ON FOR-
EIGN OIL

(Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr GENE GREEN of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, 5 years after the Persian Gulf
war, the United States still imports 9
million barrels of oil. In fact, our Na-
tion is more dependent on foreign oil
than ever before. More than 50 percent
of our oil is imported, and about 20 per-
cent comes from the Persian Gulf.
While we may never completely elimi-
nate our dependence on foreign oil, we
must minimize our reliance on foreign
sources from the volatile Middle East.
We should look more toward our neigh-
bors and trading partners in the West-
ern Hemisphere, like Venezuela, which
has made significant investment in the
United States and recently opened its

oil industry to investment by U.S.
companies.
Mr. Speaker, | encourage my col-

leagues to move toward a policy that
encourages domestic oil and gas explo-
ration and production, to ensure a vi-
brant and healthy economy.

AMERICA MUST WORK TOWARD
ENERGY INDEPENDENCE

(Mr. WATTS of Oklahoma asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. WATTS of Oklahoma. Mr. Speak-
er, on this historic fifth anniversary of
the Persian Gulf war, the lessons seem
clear: America must work toward en-
ergy independence. But, this Nation
seems to be ignoring the lessons of the
past and heading in exactly the wrong
direction—toward over dependence on
foreign energy sources.

As leaders, we must make every ef-
fort to help America’s oil and gas in-
dustry thrive. By helping the American
oil and gas industry thrive, we will cre-
ate new jobs, more revenues and in-
creased national security. But we must
unleash this strategic industry from its
regulatory noose. Currently, instead of
cutting down on bureaucratic regula-
tions, the administration and some in
Congress have proposed more than $14
billion in new industry regulations
that would take effect over the next 5
years.

My colleagues on the House Re-
sources Committee seem to understand
these costs. Today, they will markup a
bill, the Oil and Gas Royalty Fairness
and Implication Act, that makes sense.
It cuts through the bureaucracy and
provides certainty, simplicity, fairness
and efficiency in royalty collection.
This is something that industry and
the administration can agree on. | hope
we can too.

It is time to free America’s oil and
gas industry from over regulations so
that this Nation can be free from its
foreign oil dependency.
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IT IS TIME SOME REPUBLICANS IN
THIS BODY GOT RELIGION AND
SUPPORTED EDUCATION

(Mr. JACKSON of Illinois asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. JACKSON of Illinois. Mr. Speak-
er, | represent the Second Congres-
sional District of Illinois, where edu-
cation is considered sacred. This Na-
tion should have no higher priority
than to educate its populace. Senator
DoLE and a majority of the Repub-
licans in the Senate voted 84 to 16 on
Tuesday to restore funding for key edu-
cation and job training programs. Now
that Senator DoLE is candidate DOLE,
he has religion. Yet, in this body, there
is still a majority in the majority who
are determined to cut funding for basic
education and math skills, cut funding
for safe and drug-free schools, cut fund-
ing for vocational education, and that
is wrong.

Mr. Speaker, education helps pre-
serve family values. Education is the
cornerstone of our democracy. It is
good for business. It is good for mean-
ingful, well-paying, and socially useful
jobs. Education aids economic growth
and keeps us competitive in the global
marketplace, adds quality to a person’s
life, and enhances one’s self-image. A
mind, Mr. Speaker, is a terrible thing
to waste. It is time some Republicans
in this body got religion and supported
the full funding of education.

PASO ROBLES MAKES TOP 50 LIST
OF SMALL TOWNS TO LIVE IN

(Mrs. SEASTRAND asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Mrs. SEASTRAND. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to pay tribute to Paso
Robles, a beautiful small town on the
central coast of California.

Recently in its April issue, Money
magazine described Paso Robles as one
of ““America’s 50 Hottest Little Boom-
towns.”

Paso Robles, a computer-age com-
pany town with tremendous growth po-
tential—just a few miles north of Cali-
fornia’s commercial space port is con-
sidered one of the 50 best towns to live
and work because of its growing prom-
ise of jobs in its electronics manufac-
turing and winery industry.

The Money magazine article ranked
Paso Robles 43 out of 50 best places to
live based on the city’s projected popu-
lation growth of 12 percent, its attrac-
tive median income and typical home
cost.

| proudly salute Paso Robles and its
citizens and encourage them to take
pride in the fact that it is truly one of
America’s best kept secrets.
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RESIST THE GOP’S CUTS IN EDU-
CATION: APPROVE A BUDGET
THAT BRINGS FINANCIAL STA-
BILITY TO EDUCATING TOMOR-
ROW’S LEADERS

(Mr. STUPAK asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. STUPAK. Mr. Speaker, in upper
New York State, far from Washington’s
budget battles, an elementary school
teacher named Theresa McAnaney has
learned she may be laid off, because her
school district does not know how
much money it will receive from the
Federal Government.

The plight of Ms. McAnaney and 15
colleagues facing layoffs is profiled in a
recent New York Times story, but
their case is not unique.

In my own State of Michigan, pink
slip notices must be given to teachers
by April 8, less than 2 weeks from
today.

Across the Nation, 40,000 people face
layoffs, because school districts cannot
plan their budgets.

The New York Times article goes on
to say that, faced with uncertainty,
school districts are also scrapping
long-range plans.

Hurt most are programs in poor and
urban school districts, dependent on
Federal aid for remedial instruction in
reading and math, drug-free School
Zone, Head Start, and Title I.

Surveys from the Washington Post
and the Wall Street Journal reveal
that most people consider education
their top issue, and favor the same

level or increased spending for edu-
cation.
Mr. Speaker, we must resist the

GOP’s cuts in education and approve a
budget that brings financial stability
to educating tomorrow’s leaders.

URGING TREASURY DEPARTMENT
TO UPDATE REGULATIONS TO
TAKE FULL ADVANTAGE OF DO-
MESTIC OIL RESERVES

(Mr. McCRERY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. McCRERY. Mr. Speaker, no sin-
gle component of our national economy
is more important than energy. Yet,
today we find ourselves more depend-
ent on foreign sources of petroleum
than at any time since 1977. Right now,
imported oil accounts for over 50 per-
cent of domestic consumption. By the
year 2015, the Department of Energy
forecasts that America will only supply
one-third of its domestic needs. That
means our Nation will rely heavily on
other countries to fuel our cars, heat
our homes, and drive our economy.

I am concerned that we are not being
sufficiently aggressive in our efforts to
reverse this trend. In the United
States, we have vast proven reserves in
existing fields that can be accessed, but
only with advanced oil recovery tech-
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nologies. Since 1990, we have recog-
nized that to reduce our dependence on
foreign energy sources, certain new re-
covery technologies should be encour-
aged through the enhanced oil recovery
credit. Unfortunately, the eligible
technologies identified do not reflect
the latest developments in this field.

To take full advantage of our domes-
tic oil reserves, | urge the Treasury De-
partment to use the specific authority
Congress provided, to update the regu-
lations to include new recovery tech-
nologies. Doing so will reopen access to
much needed domestic oil and provide
new skilled job opportunities in the do-
mestic economy.

LET US REWARD WORK AND
INCREASE THE MINIMUM WAGE

(Ms. DELAURO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, today’s
New York Times reports that 1995 was
a very good year for the heads of cor-
porations. According to the report,
their median salary and cash bonuses
rose to more than $2 million. That is $2
million a year in compensation.

Since 1990, corporate salaries have
been rising at a fast clip of 9 percent
per year, while wages and salaries of
the Nation’s workers are dead in the
water, going nowhere. Hard-working
families in America are scrambling to
figure out how to find the money to
pay their bills. Yesterday we had an
opportunity to do something for those
families, and instead, this House
turned its back. At a time when cor-
porate CEQO’s average $2 million a year,
when Members of this Congress earn
over $130,000 a year, House Republicans
yesterday killed an attempt to raise
the minimum wage by 90 cents, just 90
cents. It is shameful.

This Monday is the anniversary of
the last increase in the minimum wage,
which is now at a 40-year low. America
needs a raise. Let us reward work and
increase the minimum wage.

MAKING IN ORDER CONSIDER-
ATION OF HOUSE JOINT RESOLU-
TION 170, FURTHER CONTINUING
APPROPRIATIONS, FISCAL YEAR
1996

Mr. LIVINGSTON. Mr. Speaker, | ask
unanimous consent that the Commit-
tee on Appropriations be discharged
from further consideration of the joint
resolution (H.J. Res. 170) making fur-
ther continuing appropriations for the
fiscal year 1996, and for other purposes
when called up; and that it be in order
at any time to consider the joint reso-
lution in the House; that the joint res-
olution be debatable for not to exceed 1
hour, to be equally divided and con-
trolled by myself and the gentleman
from Wisconsin [Mr. OBEY]; that all
points of order against the joint resolu-
tion and against its consideration be
waived; and that the previous question
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be considered as ordered on the joint
resolution to final passage without in-
tervening motion, except one motion
to recommit, with or without instruc-
tions.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Louisiana?

Mr. OBEY. Reserving the right to ob-
ject, Mr. Speaker, let me simply say
that | do not intend to object. The gen-
tleman has consulted on this side of
the aisle, and | think that the process
which he has in mind for bringing up
this resolution is the correct one. We
do not necessarily like the result that
flows from it, but | think it is in order
to facilitate its consideration at a later
point today, so | have no objection.

Mr. VOLKMER. Mr. Speaker, will the
gentleman yield?

Mr. OBEY. | yield to the gentleman
from Missouri.

Mr. VOLKMER. Mr. Speaker, so | can
clarify, can the gentleman tell us when
he plans to take up the legislation? |
do not plan to object.

Mr. LIVINGSTON. Mr. Speaker, will
the gentleman yield?

Mr. OBEY. | yield to the gentleman
from Louisiana.

Mr. LIVINGSTON. Mr. Speaker, |
would tell the gentleman, this continu-
ing resolution will continue the exist-
ing temporary funding laws in effect
until April 24, which avoid any govern-
ment shutdown and while it sounds
like a long time, is really only 6 legis-
lative days from today.

Mr. VOLKMER. Does the gentleman
plan to take it up later today, this
afternoon, Mr. Speaker?

Mr. LIVINGSTON. | am sorry, this

CR will be brought up later today,
after the product liability conference
report.

Mr. VOLKMER. | thank the gen-
tleman.

Mr. OBEY. Mr. Speaker, | withdraw
my reservation of objection.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Louisiana?

There was no objection.

WAIVING POINTS OF ORDER
AGAINST CONFERENCE REPORT
ON H.R. 956, COMMONSENSE

PRODUCT LIABILITY LEGAL RE-
FORM ACT OF 1996

Mr. LINDER. Mr. Speaker, by direc-
tion of the Committee on Rules, | call
up House Resolution 394 and ask for its
immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 394

Resolved, That upon adoption of this reso-
lution it shall be in order to consider the
conference report to accompany the bill
(H.R. 956) to establish legal standards and
procedures for product liability litigation,
and for other purposes. All points of order
against the conference report and against its
consideration are waived.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Georgia [Mr. LINDER] is
recognized for 1 hour.
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