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Brown (CA) Hoyer Payne (VA)
Brown (FL) Jackson (IL) Pelosi
Brown (OH) Jackson-Lee Peterson (FL)
Cardin (TX) Peterson (MN)
Clay Jacobs Pickett
Clayton Johnson (SD) Pomeroy
Clement Johnson, E. B. Poshard
Clyburn Johnston Rahall
Coleman Kanjorski Rangel
Collins (MI) Kennedy (MA) Reed
Condit Kennelly Richardson
Conyers Kildee Rivers
Costello Kleczka Roemer
Coyne Klink Rose
Cramer LaFalce Roybal-Allard
Danner Lantos Rush
de la Garza Levin Sabo
DeFazio Lewis (GA) Sanders
DelLauro Lincoln Sawyer
Dellums Lipinski Schroeder
Deutsch Lofgren Schumer
Dicks Lowey Scott
Dingell Luther Serrano
Dixon Maloney Skaggs
Doggett Manton Skelton
Dooley Markey Slaughter
Doyle Martinez Spratt
Durbin Mascara Stark
Edwards Matsui Studds
Engel McCarthy Stupak
Eshoo McDermott Tanner
Evans McHale Taylor (MS)
Farr McKinney Tejeda
Fattah McNulty Thompson
Fazio Meehan Thornton
Flake Meek Thurman
Foglietta Menendez Torres
Ford Miller (CA) Towns
Frank (MA) Minge Traficant
Frost Mink Velazquez
Furse Moakley Vento
Gejdenson Mollohan Visclosky
Gephardt Moran Volkmer
Gibbons Murtha Ward
Gonzalez Nadler Waters
Gordon Neal Watt (NC)
Green Oberstar Waxman
Hall (OH) Obey Williams
Hamilton Olver Wilson
Harman Ortiz Wise
Hastings (FL) Orton Woolsey
Hefner Owens Wynn
Hilliard Pallone Yates
Hinchey Pastor
Holden Payne (NJ)
NOT VOTING—19
Blute Forbes Nethercutt
Borski Fowler Sisisky
Bryant (TX) Gutierrez Smith (WA)
Chapman Jefferson Stokes
Collins (IL) Kaptur Weldon (PA)
Fields (LA) Kennedy (RI)
Filner Lazio
0 1214
The Clerk announced the following
pairs:
On this vote:

Mrs. Fowler for, with Mrs. Collins of Illi-
nois against.

Mr. Lazio of New York for, with Mr.
Stokes against.

Mr. GIBBONS and Mr. DEUTSCH
changed their vote from ‘‘yea” to

“nay.”

M)r/. SHAYS changed his vote from
“nay’’ to “‘yea.”

So the previous question was ordered.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
HASTINGS of Washington). The question
is on the resolution, as amended.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the ayes appeared to have it.

RECORDED VOTE

Mr. BEILENSON. Mr. Speaker, | de-
mand a recorded vote.

A recorded vote was ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore.
will be a 5-minute vote.

This
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The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—ayes 232, noes 177,
not voting 22, as follows:

[Roll No. 98]

AYES—232
Allard Frelinghuysen Moorhead
Archer Frisa Morella
Armey Funderburk Myers
Bachus Gallegly Myrick
Baker (CA) Ganske Neumann
Baker (LA) Gekas Ney
Ballenger Gilchrest Norwood
Barr Gillmor Nussle
Barrett (NE) Gilman Oxley
Barrett (WI) Goodlatte Packard
Bartlett Goodling Parker
Barton Goss Paxon
Bass Graham Petri
Bateman Greenwood Pombo
Bilbray Gunderson Porter
Bilirakis Gutknecht Portman
Bliley Hall (TX) Pryce
Boehlert Hancock Quillen
Boehner Hansen Quinn
Bonilla Hastert Radanovich
Bono Hastings (WA) Ramstad
Brewster Hayworth Regula
Brownback Hefley Riggs
Bryant (TN) Heineman Roberts
Bunn Herger Roemer
Bunning Hilleary Rogers
Burr Hobson Rohrabacher
Burton Hoekstra Ros-Lehtinen
Buyer Hoke Roukema
Callahan Holden Royce
Calvert Horn Salmon
Camp Hostettler Sanford
Campbell Houghton Saxton
Canady Hunter Scarborough
Cardin Hutchinson Schaefer
Castle Hyde Schiff
Chabot Inglis Seastrand
Chambliss Istook Sensenbrenner
Chenoweth Johnson (CT) Shadegg
Christensen Johnson, Sam Shaw
Chrysler Jones Shuster
Clement Kasich Sisisky
Clinger Kelly Skeen
Coble Kim Smith (MI)
Collins (GA) King Smith (NJ)
Combest Kingston Smith (TX)
Cooley Kleczka Solomon
Cox Klug Souder
Crane Knollenberg Spence
Crapo Kolbe Stearns
Cremeans LaHood Stockman
Cubin Largent Stump
Cunningham Latham Talent
Davis LaTourette Tate
Deal Laughlin Taylor (NC)
DelLay Leach Thomas
Deutsch Lewis (CA) Thornberry
Diaz-Balart Lewis (KY) Tiahrt
Doolittle Lightfoot Torkildsen
Dornan Linder Upton
Dreier Livingston Vucanovich
Duncan LoBiondo Waldholtz
Dunn Lucas Walker
Ehlers Manzullo Walsh
Ehrlich Martini Wamp
Emerson McCollum Watts (OK)
English McCrery Weldon (FL)
Ensign McDade Weller
Everett McHugh White
Ewing Mclnnis Whitfield
Fawell Mclintosh Wicker
Fields (TX) McKeon Wolf
Flanagan Metcalf Young (AK)
Foley Meyers Young (FL)
Forbes Mica Zeliff
Fox Miller (FL) Zimmer
Franks (CT) Molinari
Franks (NJ) Montgomery

NOES—177
Abercrombie Bishop Collins (MI)
Ackerman Bonior Condit
Andrews Boucher Conyers
Baesler Browder Costello
Baldacci Brown (CA) Coyne
Barcia Brown (FL) Cramer
Becerra Brown (OH) Danner
Beilenson Clay de la Garza
Bentsen Clayton DeFazio
Bereuter Clyburn DelLauro
Berman Coburn Dellums
Bevill Coleman Dicks
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Dingell Levin Reed
Dixon Lewis (GA) Richardson
Doggett Lincoln Rivers
Dooley Lipinski Rose
Doyle Lofgren Roybal-Allard
Durbin Lowey Rush
Edwards Luther Sabo
Engel Maloney Sanders
Eshoo Manton Sawyer
Evans Markey Schroeder
Farr Martinez Schumer
Fattah Mascara Scott
Fazio Matsui Serrano
Flake McCarthy Shays
Foglietta McDermott Skaggs
Ford McHale Skelton
Frank (MA) McKinney Slaughter
Frost McNulty Spratt
Furse Meehan Stark
Gephardt Meek Stenholm
Geren Menendez Studds
Gibbons Miller (CA) Stupak
Gonzalez Minge Tanner
Gordon Mink Taylor (MS)
Green Moakley Tejeda
Hall (OH) Mollohan Thompson
Hamilton Moran Thornton
Harman Murtha Thurman
Hastings (FL) Nadler Torres
Hefner Neal Torricelli
Hilliard Oberstar Towns
Hinchey Obey Traficant
Hoyer Olver Velazquez
Jackson (IL) Ortiz Vento
Jackson-Lee Orton Visclosky

(TX) Owens Volkmer
Jacobs Pallone Ward
Jefferson Pastor Waters
Johnson (SD) Payne (NJ) Watt (NC)
Johnson, E. B. Payne (VA) Waxman
Johnston Pelosi Williams
Kanjorski Peterson (FL) Wilson
Kennedy (MA) Peterson (MN) Wise
Kennelly Pickett Woolsey
Kildee Pomeroy Wynn
Klink Poshard Yates
LaFalce Rahall
Lantos Rangel

NOT VOTING—22
Blute Fowler Nethercutt
Borski Gejdenson Roth
Bryant (TX) Gutierrez Smith (WA)
Chapman Hayes Stokes
Collins (IL) Kaptur Tauzin
Dickey Kennedy (RI) Weldon (PA)
Fields (LA) Lazio
Filner Longley
0 1224

The Clerk announced the following
pairs:

On this vote:

Mrs. Fowler for, with Mrs. Collins of Illi-
nois against.

Mr. Lazio of New York for,
Stokes against.

Mr. BARCIA changed his vote from
‘‘aye” to “‘no.”

So the resolution, as amended, was
agreed to.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

with Mr.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Mr. BLUTE. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall No. 98,
| was attending a White House bill-signing
ceremony on the Senior Citizens Housing
Safety Act. Had | been present, | would have
voted “yes.”

(For text of conference report deemed
adopted pursuant to Resolution 391, see pro-
ceedings of the House of March 21, 1996, at
page H2640.)
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CONTRACT WITH AMERICA
ADVANCEMENT ACT OF 1996

Mr. ARCHER. Mr. Speaker, pursuant
to House Resolution 391, | call up the
bill—H.R. 3136—to provide for enact-
ment of the Senior Citizens’ Right to
Work Act of 1996, the Line-lItem Veto
Act, and the Small Business Growth
and Fairness Act of 1996, and to provide
for a permanent increase in the public
debt limit, and ask for its immediate
consideration in the House.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
HASTINGS of Washington). Pursuant to
House Resolution 391, the amendments
printed in House Report 104-500 are
adopted.

The text of H.R. 3136, as amended
pursuant to House Resolution 391, is as
follows:

H.R. 3136

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“‘Contract
with America Advancement Act of 1996°".

TITLE I—SOCIAL SECURITY EARNINGS

LIMITATION AMENDMENTS
SEC. 101. SHORT TITLE OF TITLE.

This title may be cited as the ““Senior Citi-
zens’ Right to Work Act of 1996”".

SEC. 102. INCREASES IN MONTHLY EXEMPT
AMOUNT FOR PURPOSES OF THE SO-
CIAL SECURITY EARNINGS LIMIT.

(a) INCREASE IN MONTHLY EXEMPT AMOUNT
FOR INDIVIDUALS WHO HAVE ATTAINED RE-
TIREMENT AGE.—Section 203(f)(8)(D) of the
Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 403(f)(8)(D)) is
amended to read as follows:

‘(D) Notwithstanding any other provision
of this subsection, the exempt amount which
is applicable to an individual who has at-
tained retirement age (as defined in section
216(1)) before the close of the taxable year in-
volved shall be—

“(i) for each month of any taxable year
ending after 1995 and before 1997, $1,041.66%,

“(ii) for each month of any taxable year
ending after 1996 and before 1998, $1,125.00,

“(iif) for each month of any taxable year
ending after 1997 and before 1999, $1,208.33Y3,

“(iv) for each month of any taxable year
ending after 1998 and before 2000, $1,291.66%3,

“(v) for each month of any taxable year
ending after 1999 and before 2001, $1,416.66%,

“(vi) for each month of any taxable year
ending after 2000 and before 2002, $2,083.33%5,
and

“(vii) for each month of any taxable year
ending after 2001 and before 2003, $2,500.00.”.

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—

(1) Section 203(f)(8)(B)(ii) of such Act (42
U.S.C. 403(f)(8)(B)(ii)) is amended—

(A) by striking ‘‘the taxable year ending
after 1993 and before 1995’ and inserting ‘‘the
taxable year ending after 2001 and before 2003
(with respect to individuals described in sub-
paragraph (D)) or the taxable year ending
after 1993 and before 1995 (with respect to
other individuals)’’; and

(B) in subclause (11), by striking “‘for 1992”
and inserting ‘““for 2000 (with respect to indi-
viduals described in subparagraph (D)) or
1992 (with respect to other individuals)’.

(2) The second sentence of section
223(d)(4)(A) of such Act (42 U.S.C. 423(d)(4)(A))
is amended by striking ‘“‘the exempt amount
under section 203(f)(8) which is applicable to
individuals described in subparagraph (D)
thereof” and inserting the following: ‘“‘an
amount equal to the exempt amount which
would be applicable under section 203(f)(8), to
individuals described in subparagraph (D)
thereof, if section 102 of the Senior Citizens’
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Right to Work Act of 1996 had not been en-
acted”.

(c) EFFecCTIVE DATE.—The amendments
made by this section shall apply with respect
to taxable years ending after 1995.

SEC. 103. CONTINUING DISABILITY REVIEWS.

(a) AUTHORIZATION FOR APPROPRIATIONS
FOR CONTINUING DISABILITY REVIEWS.—Sec-
tion 201(g)(1)(A) of the Social Security Act
(42 U.S.C. 401(g)(1)(A)) is amended by adding
at the end the following: ““Of the amounts
authorized to be made available out of the
Federal Old-Age and Survivors Insurance
Trust Fund and the Federal Disability Insur-
ance Trust Fund under the preceding sen-
tence, there are hereby authorized to be
made available from either or both of such
Trust Funds for continuing disability re-
views—

““(i) for fiscal year 1996, $260,000,000;

“(ii) for fiscal year 1997, $360,000,000;

“(iii) for fiscal year 1998, $570,000,000;

““(iv) for fiscal year 1999, $720,000,000;

““(v) for fiscal year 2000, $720,000,000;

““(vi) for fiscal year 2001, $720,000,000; and

““(viii) for fiscal year 2002, $720,000,000.

For purposes of this subparagraph, the term
‘continuing disability review’ means a re-
view conducted pursuant to section 221(i) and
a review or disability eligibility redeter-
mination conducted to determine the con-
tinuing disability and eligibility of a recipi-
ent of benefits under the supplemental secu-
rity income program under title XVI, includ-
ing any review or redetermination conducted
pursuant to section 207 or 208 of the Social
Security Independence and Program Im-
provements Act of 1994 (Public Law 103-
296).”".

(l))) ADJUSTMENT TO DISCRETIONARY SPEND-
ING LIMITS.—Section 251(b)(2) of the Balanced
Budget and Emergency Deficit Control Act
of 1985 is amended by adding the following
new subparagraph:

““(H) CONTINUING DISABILITY REVIEWS.—(i)
Whenever a bill or joint resolution making
appropriations for fiscal year 1996, 1997, 1998,
1999, 2000, 2001, or 2002 is enacted that speci-
fies an amount for continuing disability re-
views under the heading ‘Limitation on Ad-
ministrative Expenses’ for the Social Secu-
rity Administration, the adjustments for
that fiscal year shall be the additional new
budget authority provided in that Act for
such reviews for that fiscal year and the ad-
ditional outlays flowing from such amounts,
but shall not exceed—

“(1) for fiscal year 1996, $15,000,000 in addi-
tional new budget authority and $60,000,000
in additional outlays;

‘() for fiscal year 1997, $25,000,000 in addi-
tional new budget authority and $160,000,000
in additional outlays;

“(111) for fiscal year 1998, $145,000,000 in ad-
ditional new budget authority and
$370,000,000 in additional outlays;

“(1V) for fiscal year 1999, $280,000,000 in ad-
ditional new budget authority and
$520,000,000 in additional outlays;

(V) for fiscal year 2000, $317,500,000 in addi-
tional new budget authority and $520,000,000
in additional outlays;

“(VI) for fiscal year 2001, $317,500,000 in ad-
ditional new budget authority and
$520,000,000 in additional outlays; and

“(VII) for fiscal year 2002, $317,500,000 in ad-
ditional new budget authority and
$520,000,000 in additional outlays.

““(ii) As used in this subparagraph—

“(1) the term ‘continuing disability re-
views’ has the meaning given such term by
section 201(g)(1)(A) of the Social Security
Act;

“(I1) the term ‘additional new budget au-
thority’ means new budget authority pro-
vided for a fiscal year, in excess of
$100,000,000, for the Supplemental Security
Income program and specified to pay for the
costs of continuing disability reviews attrib-
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utable to the Supplemental Security Income
program; and

“(111) the term ‘additional outlays’ means
outlays, in excess of $200,000,000 in a fiscal
year, flowing from the amounts specified for
continuing disability reviews under the
heading ‘Limitation on Administrative Ex-
penses’ for the Social Security Administra-
tion, including outlays in that fiscal year
flowing from amounts specified in Acts en-
acted for prior fiscal years (but not before
1996).”".

(c) BUDGET ALLOCATION ADJUSTMENT BY
BUDGET COMMITTEE.—Section 606 of the Con-
gressional Budget and Impoundment Control
Act of 1974 is amended by adding the follow-
ing new subsection:

““(e) CONTINUING DIsSABILITY REVIEW AD-
JUSTMENT.—

““(1) IN GENERAL.—(A) For fiscal year 1996,
upon the enactment of the Contract with
America Advancement Act of 1996, the Chair-
men of the Committees on the Budget of the
Senate and House of Representatives shall
make the adjustments referred to in sub-
paragraph (C) to reflect $15,000,000 in addi-
tional new budget authority and $60,000,000
in additional outlays for continuing disabil-
ity reviews (as defined in section 201(g)(1)(A)
of the Social Security Act).

“(B) When the Committee on Appropria-
tions reports an appropriations measure for
fiscal year 1997, 1998, 1999, 2000, 2001, or 2002
that specifies an amount for continuing dis-
ability reviews under the heading ‘Limita-
tion on Administrative Expenses’ for the So-
cial Security Administration, or when a con-
ference committee submits a conference re-
port thereon, the Chairman of the Commit-
tee on the Budget of the Senate or House of
Representatives (whichever is appropriate)
shall make the adjustments referred to in
subparagraph (C) to reflect the additional
new budget authority for continuing disabil-
ity reviews provided in that measure or con-
ference report and the additional outlays
flowing from such amounts for continuing
disability reviews.

“(C) The adjustments referred to in this
subparagraph consist of adjustments to—

“(i) the discretionary spending limits for
that fiscal year as set forth in the most re-
cently adopted concurrent resolution on the
budget;

““(ii) the allocations to the Committees on
Appropriations of the Senate and the House
of Representatives for that fiscal year under
sections 302(a) and 602(a); and

““(iii) the appropriate budgetary aggregates
for that fiscal year in the most recently
adopted concurrent resolution on the budget.

‘(D) The adjustments under this paragraph
for any fiscal year shall not exceed the levels
set forth in section 251(b)(2)(H) of the Bal-
anced Budget and Emergency Deficit Control
Act of 1985 for that fiscal year. The adjusted
discretionary spending limits, allocations,
and aggregates under this paragraph shall be
considered the appropriate limits, alloca-
tions, and aggregates for purposes of con-
gressional enforcement of this Act and con-
current budget resolutions under this Act.

““(2) REPORTING REVISED SUBALLOCATIONS.—
Following the adjustments made under para-
graph (1), the Committees on Appropriations
of the Senate and the House of Representa-
tives may report appropriately revised
suballocations pursuant to sections 302(b)
and 602(b) of this Act to carry out this sub-
section.

““(3) DEFINITIONS.—As used in this section,
the terms ‘continuing disability reviews’,
‘additional new budget authority’, and ‘addi-
tional outlays’ shall have the same meanings
as provided in section 251(b)(2)(H)(ii) of the
Balanced Budget and Emergency Deficit
Control Act of 1985.”.

(d) USE OF FUNDS AND REPORTS.—
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(1) IN GENERAL.—The Commissioner of So-
cial Security shall ensure that funds made
available for continuing disability reviews
(as defined in section 201(g)(1)(A) of the So-
cial Security Act) are used, to the greatest
extent practicable, to maximize the com-
bined savings in the old-age, survivors, and
disability insurance, supplemental security
income, medicare, and medicaid programs.

(2) REPORT.—The Commissioner of Social
Security shall provide annually (at the con-
clusion of each of the fiscal years 1996
through 2002) to the Congress a report on
continuing disability reviews which in-
cludes—

(A) the amount spent on continuing dis-
ability reviews in the fiscal year covered by
the report, and the number of reviews con-
ducted, by category of review;

(B) the results of the continuing disability
reviews in terms of cessations of benefits or
determinations of continuing eligibility, by
program; and

(C) the estimated savings over the short-,
medium-, and long-term to the old-age, sur-
vivors, and disability insurance, supple-
mental security income, medicare, and med-
icaid programs from continuing disability
reviews which result in cessations of benefits
and the estimated present value of such sav-
ings.

?e) OFFICE OF CHIEF ACTUARY IN THE SOCIAL
SECURITY ADMINISTRATION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 702 of the Social
Security Act (42 U.S.C. 902) is amended—

(A) by redesignating subsections (c) and (d)
as subsections (d) and (e), respectively; and

(B) by inserting after subsection (b) the
following new subsection:

“Chief Actuary

“(c)(1) There shall be in the Administra-
tion a Chief Actuary, who shall be appointed
by, and in direct line of authority to, the
Commissioner. The Chief Actuary shall be
appointed from individuals who have dem-
onstrated, by their education and experience,
superior expertise in the actuarial sciences.
The Chief Actuary shall serve as the chief
actuarial officer of the Administration, and
shall exercise such duties as are appropriate
for the office of the Chief Actuary and in ac-
cordance with professional standards of actu-
arial independence. The Chief Actuary may
be removed only for cause.

“(2) The Chief Actuary shall be com-
pensated at the highest rate of basic pay for
the Senior Executive Service under section
5382(b) of title 5, United States Code.”".

(2) EFFECTIVE DATE OF SUBSECTION.—The
amendments made by this subsection shall
take effect on the date of the enactment of
this Act.

SEC. 104. ENTITLEMENT OF STEPCHILDREN TO
CHILD'S  INSURANCE  BENEFITS
BASED ON ACTUAL DEPENDENCY ON
STEPPARENT SUPPORT.

(@) REQUIREMENT OF ACTUAL DEPENDENCY
FOR FUTURE ENTITLEMENTS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 202(d)(4) of the So-
cial Security Act (42 U.S.C. 402(d)(4)) is
amended by striking ““was living with or”’.

(2) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment
made by paragraph (1) shall apply with re-
spect to benefits of individuals who become
entitled to such benefits for months after the
third month following the month in which
this Act is enacted.

(b) TERMINATION OF CHILD’S INSURANCE
BENEFITS BASED ON WORK RECORD OF STEP-
PARENT UPON NATURAL PARENT’S DIVORCE
FROM STEPPARENT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 202(d)(1) of the So-
cial Security Act (42 U.S.C. 402(d)(1)) is
amended—

(A) by striking ‘““or’’ at the end of subpara-
graph (F);

(B) by striking the period at the end of
subparagraph (G) and inserting ‘‘; or’’; and
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(C) by inserting after subparagraph (G) the
following new subparagraph:

“(H) if the benefits under this subsection
are based on the wages and self-employment
income of a stepparent who is subsequently
divorced from such child’s natural parent,
the month after the month in which such di-
vorce becomes final.”.

(2) NOTIFICATION.—Section 202(d) of such
Act (42 U.S.C. 402(d)) is amended by adding
the following new paragraph:

*“(10) For purposes of paragraph (1)(H)—

“(A) each stepparent shall notify the Com-
missioner of Social Security of any divorce
upon such divorce becoming final; and

““(B) the Commissioner shall annually no-
tify any stepparent of the rule for termi-
nation described in paragraph (1)(H) and of
the requirement described in subparagraph
(A).”.

(3) EFFECTIVE DATES.—

(A) The amendments made by paragraph
(1) shall apply with respect to final divorces
occurring after the third month following
the month in which this Act is enacted.

(B) The amendment made by paragraph (2)
shall take effect on the date of the enact-
ment of this Act.

SEC. 105. DENIAL OF DISABILITY BENEFITS TO

DRUG ADDICTS AND ALCOHOLICS.

(&) AMENDMENTS RELATING TO TITLE Il Dis-
ABILITY BENEFITS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 223(d)(2) of the So-
cial Security Act (42 U.S.C. 423(d)(2)) is
amended by adding at the end the following:

““(C) An individual shall not be considered
to be disabled for purposes of this title if al-
coholism or drug addiction would (but for
this subparagraph) be a contributing factor
material to the Commissioner’s determina-
tion that the individual is disabled.”.

(2) REPRESENTATIVE PAYEE REQUIRE-
MENTS.—

(A) Section 205(j)(1)(B) of such Act (42
U.S.C. 405(j)(1)(B)) is amended to read as fol-
lows:

““(B) In the case of an individual entitled to
benefits based on disability, the payment of
such benefits shall be made to a representa-
tive payee if the Commissioner of Social Se-
curity determines that such payment would
serve the interest of the individual because
the individual also has an alcoholism or drug
addiction condition (as determined by the
Commissioner) and the individual is incapa-
ble of managing such benefits.”.

(B) Section 205()(2)(C)(v) of such Act (42
U.S.C. 405(j)(2)(C)(v)) is amended by striking
“entitled to benefits’ and all that follows
through ““‘under a disability”” and inserting
‘““described in paragraph (1)(B)”.

(C) Section 205(j)(2)(D)(ii)(11) of such Act
(42 U.S.C. 405()(2)(D)(ii)(11)) is amended by
striking all that follows ‘15 years, or’”’ and
inserting ‘‘described in paragraph (1)(B).”.

(D) Section 205()(4)(A)(1)(11) of such Act (42
U.S.C. 405()(@)(A)(ii)(11)) is amended by
striking “‘entitled to benefits’ and all that
follows through “‘under a disability’”” and in-
serting ‘‘described in paragraph (1)(B)”.

(3) TREATMENT REFERRALS FOR INDIVIDUALS
WITH AN ALCOHOLISM OR DRUG ADDICTION CON-
DITION.—Section 222 of such Act (42 U.S.C.
422) is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing new subsection:

“Treatment Referrals for Individuals with an
Alcoholism or Drug Addiction Condition
““(e) In the case of any individual whose

benefits under this title are paid to a rep-

resentative payee pursuant to section
205(j)(1)(B), the Commissioner of Social Secu-
rity shall refer such individual to the appro-
priate State agency administering the State
plan for substance abuse treatment services
approved under subpart Il of part B of title
XIX of the Public Health Service Act (42
U.S.C. 300x-21 et seq.).”".
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(4) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Subsection
(c) of section 225 of such Act (42 U.S.C. 425(c))
is repealed.

(5) EFFECTIVE DATES.—

(A) The amendments made by paragraphs
(1) and (4) shall apply to any individual who
applies for, or whose claim is finally adju-
dicated by the Commissioner of Social Secu-
rity with respect to, benefits under title Il of
the Social Security Act based on disability
on or after the date of the enactment of this
Act, and, in the case of any individual who
has applied for, and whose claim has been fi-
nally adjudicated by the Commissioner with
respect to, such benefits before such date of
enactment, such amendments shall apply
only with respect to such benefits for
months beginning on or after January 1, 1997.

(B) The amendments made by paragraphs
(2) and (3) shall apply with respect to bene-
fits for which applications are filed after the
third month following the month in which
this Act is enacted.

(C) Within 90 days after the date of the en-
actment of this Act, the Commissioner of So-
cial Security shall notify each individual
who is entitled to monthly insurance bene-
fits under title Il of the Social Security Act
based on disability for the month in which
this Act is enacted and whose entitlement to
such benefits would terminate by reason of
the amendments made by this subsection. If
such an individual reapplies for benefits
under title Il of such Act (as amended by
this Act) based on disability within 120 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Commissioner of Social Security shall,
not later than January 1, 1997, complete the
entitlement redetermination (including a
new medical determination) with respect to
such individual pursuant to the procedures
of such title.

(b) AMENDMENTS RELATING TO SSI BENE-
FITS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 1614(a)(3) of the
Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1382c(a)(3)) is
amended by adding at the end the following:

“(1) Notwithstanding subparagraph (A), an
individual shall not be considered to be dis-
abled for purposes of this title if alcoholism
or drug addiction would (but for this sub-
paragraph) be a contributing factor material
to the Commissioner’s determination that
the individual is disabled.”.

(2) REPRESENTATIVE
MENTS.—

(A) Section 1631(a)(2)(A)(ii)(11) of such Act
(42 U.S.C. 1383(a)(2)(A)(ii)(11)) is amended to
read as follows:

“(I1) In the case of an individual eligible
for benefits under this title by reason of dis-
ability, the payment of such benefits shall be
made to a representative payee if the Com-
missioner of Social Security determines that
such payment would serve the interest of the
individual because the individual also has an
alcoholism or drug addiction condition (as
determined by the Commissioner) and the in-
dividual is incapable of managing such bene-
fits.”.

(B) Section 1631(a)(2)(B)(vii) of such Act (42
U.S.C. 1383(a)(2)(B)(vii)) is amended by strik-
ing “‘eligible for benefits’”” and all that fol-
lows through ‘“‘is disabled”” and inserting
“‘described in subparagraph (A)(ii)(11)".

(C) Section 1631(a)(2)(B)(ix)(Il) of such Act
(42 U.S.C. 1383(a)(2)(B)(ix)(11)) is amended by
striking all that follows “‘15 years, or’’ and
inserting ““described in subparagraph
Aanan.”.

(D) Section 1631(a)(2)(D)(i)(11) of such Act
(42 U.S.C. 1383(a)(2)(D)(i)(11)) is amended by
striking ‘“‘eligible for benefits” and all that
follows through ‘“‘is disabled’” and inserting
““described in subparagraph (A)(ii)(11)"".

(3) TREATMENT REFERRALS FOR INDIVIDUALS
WITH AN ALCOHOLISM OR DRUG ADDICTION CON-
DITION.—Title XVI of such Act (42 U.S.C. 1381

PAYEE REQUIRE-
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et seq.) is amended by adding at the end the

following new section:

“TREATMENT REFERRALS FOR INDIVIDUALS
WITH AN ALCOHOLISM OR DRUG ADDICTION
CONDITION

““SEC. 1636. In the case of any individual
whose benefits under this title are paid to a
representative payee pursuant to section
1631(a)(2)(A)(ii)(I1), the Commissioner of So-
cial Security shall refer such individual to
the appropriate State agency administering
the State plan for substance abuse treatment
services approved under subpart Il of part B
of title XIX of the Public Health Service Act
(42 U.S.C. 300x-21 et seq.).”.

(4) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—

(A) Section 1611(e) of such Act (42 U.S.C.
1382(e)) is amended by striking paragraph (3).

(B) Section 1634 of such Act (42 U.S.C.
1383c) is amended by striking subsection (e).

(5) EFFECTIVE DATES.—

(A) The amendments made by paragraphs
(1) and (4) shall apply to any individual who
applies for, or whose claim is finally adju-
dicated by the Commissioner of Social Secu-
rity with respect to, supplemental security
income benefits under title XVI of the Social
Security Act based on disability on or after
the date of the enactment of this Act, and, in
the case of any individual who has applied
for, and whose claim has been finally adju-
dicated by the Commissioner with respect to,
such benefits before such date of enactment,
such amendments shall apply only with re-
spect to such benefits for months beginning
on or after January 1, 1997.

(B) The amendments made by paragraphs
(2) and (3) shall apply with respect to supple-
mental security income benefits under title
XVI of the Social Security Act for which ap-
plications are filed after the third month fol-
lowing the month in which this Act is en-
acted.

(C) Within 90 days after the date of the en-
actment of this Act, the Commissioner of So-
cial Security shall notify each individual
who is eligible for supplemental security in-
come benefits under title XVI of the Social
Security Act for the month in which this Act
is enacted and whose eligibility for such ben-
efits would terminate by reason of the
amendments made by this subsection. If such
an individual reapplies for supplemental se-
curity income benefits under title XVI of
such Act (as amended by this Act) within 120
days after the date of the enactment of this
Act, the Commissioner of Social Security
shall, not later than January 1, 1997, com-
plete the eligibility redetermination (includ-
ing a new medical determination) with re-
spect to such individual pursuant to the pro-
cedures of such title.

(D) For purposes of this paragraph, the
phrase ‘“‘supplemental security income bene-
fits under title XVI of the Social Security
Act” includes supplementary payments pur-
suant to an agreement for Federal adminis-
tration under section 1616(a) of the Social
Security Act and payments pursuant to an
agreement entered into under section 212(b)
of Public Law 93-66.

(c) CONFORMING  AMENDMENT.—Section
201(c) of the Social Security Independence
and Program Improvements Act of 1994 (42
U.S.C. 425 note) is repealed.

(d) SUPPLEMENTAL FUNDING FOR ALCOHOL
AND SUBSTANCE ABUSE TREATMENT PRO-
GRAMS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Out of any money in the
Treasury not otherwise appropriated, there
are hereby appropriated to supplement State
and Tribal programs funded under section
1933 of the Public Health Service Act (42
U.S.C. 300x-33), $50,000,000 for each of the fis-
cal years 1997 and 1998.

(2) ADDITIONAL FUNDS.—Amounts appro-
priated under paragraph (1) shall be in addi-
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tion to any funds otherwise appropriated for
allotments under section 1933 of the Public
Health Service Act (42 U.S.C. 300x-33) and
shall be allocated pursuant to such section
1933.

(3) UsSe oF FUNDs.—A State or Tribal gov-
ernment receiving an allotment under this
subsection shall consider as priorities, for
purposes of expending funds allotted under
this subsection, activities relating to the
treatment of the abuse of alcohol and other
drugs.

SEC. 106. PILOT STUDY OF EFFICACY OF PROVID-
ING INDIVIDUALIZED INFORMATION
TO RECIPIENTS OF OLD-AGE AND
SURVIVORS INSURANCE BENEFITS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—During a 2-year period be-
ginning as soon as practicable in 1996, the
Commissioner of Social Security shall con-
duct a pilot study of the efficacy of providing
certain individualized information to recipi-
ents of monthly insurance benefits under
section 202 of the Social Security Act, de-
signed to promote better understanding of
their contributions and benefits under the
social security system. The study shall in-
volve solely beneficiaries whose entitlement
to such benefits first occurred in or after 1984
and who have remained entitled to such ben-
efits for a continuous period of not less than
5 years. The number of such recipients in-
volved in the study shall be of sufficient size
to generate a statistically valid sample for
purposes of the study, but shall not exceed
600,000 beneficiaries.

(b) ANNUALIZED STATEMENTS.—During the
course of the study, the Commissioner shall
provide to each of the beneficiaries involved
in the study one annualized statement, set-
ting forth the following information:

(1) an estimate of the aggregate wages and
self-employment income earned by the indi-
vidual on whose wages and self-employment
income the benefit is based, as shown on the
records of the Commissioner as of the end of
the last calendar year ending prior to the
beneficiary’s first month of entitlement;

(2) an estimate of the aggregate of the em-
ployee and self-employment contributions,
and the aggregate of the employer contribu-
tions (separately identified), made with re-
spect to the wages and self-employment in-
come on which the benefit is based, as shown
on the records of the Commissioner as of the
end of the calendar year preceding the bene-
ficiary’s first month of entitlement; and

(3) an estimate of the total amount paid as
benefits under section 202 of the Social Secu-
rity Act based on such wages and self-em-
ployment income, as shown on the records of
the Commissioner as of the end of the last
calendar year preceding the issuance of the
statement for which complete information is
available.

(c) INCLUSION WITH MATTER OTHERWISE Dis-
TRIBUTED TO BENEFICIARIES.—The Commis-
sioner shall ensure that reports provided
pursuant to this section are, to the maxi-
mum extent practicable, included with other
reports currently provided to beneficiaries
on an annual basis.

(d) REPORT TO THE CONGRESS.—The Com-
missioner shall report to each House of the
Congress regarding the results of the pilot
study conducted pursuant to this section not
later than 60 days after the completion of
such study.

SEC. 107. PROTECTION OF SOCIAL SECURITY AND
MEDICARE TRUST FUNDS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Part A of title Xl of the
Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1301 et seq.) is
amended by adding at the end the following
new section:

““PROTECTION OF SOCIAL SECURITY AND
MEDICARE TRUST FUNDS

““SEC. 1145. (a) IN GENERAL.—No officer or
employee of the United States shall—
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““(1) delay the deposit of any amount into
(or delay the credit of any amount to) any
Federal fund or otherwise vary from the nor-
mal terms, procedures, or timing for making
such deposits or credits,

““(2) refrain from the investment in public
debt obligations of amounts in any Federal
fund, or

““(3) redeem prior to maturity amounts in
any Federal fund which are invested in pub-
lic debt obligations for any purpose other
than the payment of benefits or administra-
tive expenses from such Federal fund.

“(b) PuBLIC DEBT OBLIGATION.—For pur-
poses of this section, the term ‘public debt
obligation’” means any obligation subject to
the public debt limit established under sec-
tion 3101 of title 31, United States Code.

““(c) FEDERAL FuND.—For purposes of this
section, the term ‘Federal fund’ means—

““(1) the Federal Old-Age and Survivors In-
surance Trust Fund;

““(2) the Federal Disability Insurance Trust
Fund;

““(3) the Federal Hospital Insurance Trust
Fund; and

““(4) the Federal Supplementary Medical
Insurance Trust Fund.”.

(b) EFFeECTIVE DATE.—The amendment
made by this section shall take effect on the
date of the enactment of this Act.

SEC. 108. PROFESSIONAL STAFF FOR THE SOCIAL
SECURITY ADVISORY BOARD.

Section 703(i) of the Social Security Act (42
U.S.C. 903(i)) is amended in the first sentence
by inserting after ‘‘Staff Director” the fol-
lowing: *‘, and three professional staff mem-
bers one of whom shall be appointed from
among individuals approved by the members
of the Board who are not members of the po-
litical party represented by the majority of
the Board,”.

TITLE II—LINE ITEM VETO
SEC. 201. SHORT TITLE.

This title may be cited as the ‘“‘Line Item
Veto Act”.

SEC. 202. LINE ITEM VETO AUTHORITY.

(@) IN GENERAL.—Title X of the Congres-
sional Budget and Impoundment Control Act
of 1974 (2 U.S.C. 681 et seq.) is amended by
adding at the end the following new part:

“PART C—LINE ITEM VETO
““LINE ITEM VETO AUTHORITY

““SEC. 1021. (a) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstand-
ing the provisions of parts A and B, and sub-
ject to the provisions of this part, the Presi-
dent may, with respect to any bill or joint
resolution that has been signed into law pur-
suant to Article I, section 7, of the Constitu-
tion of the United States, cancel in whole—

‘(1) any dollar amount of discretionary
budget authority;

““(2) any item of new direct spending; or

““(3) any limited tax benefit;
if the President—

“(A) determines that such cancellation
will—

““(i) reduce the Federal budget deficit;

“(ii) not impair any essential Government
functions; and

“(iif) not harm the national interest; and

““(B) notifies the Congress of such cancella-
tion by transmitting a special message, in
accordance with section 1022, within five cal-
endar days (excluding Sundays) after the en-
actment of the law providing the dollar
amount of discretionary budget authority,
item of new direct spending, or limited tax
benefit that was canceled.

““(b) IDENTIFICATION OF CANCELLATIONS.—In
identifying dollar amounts of discretionary
budget authority, items of new direct spend-
ing, and limited tax benefits for cancella-
tion, the President shall—

““(1) consider the legislative history, con-
struction, and purposes of the law which con-
tains such dollar amounts, items, or bene-
fits;
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““(2) consider any specific sources of infor-
mation referenced in such law or, in the ab-
sence of specific sources of information, the
best available information; and

““(3) use the definitions contained in sec-
tion 1026 in applying this part to the specific
provisions of such law.

““(c) EXCEPTION FOR DISAPPROVAL BILLS.—
The authority granted by subsection (a)
shall not apply to any dollar amount of dis-
cretionary budget authority, item of new di-
rect spending, or limited tax benefit con-
tained in any law that is a disapproval bill as
defined in section 1026.

‘‘SPECIAL MESSAGES

““SEC. 1022. (a) IN GENERAL.—For each law
from which a cancellation has been made
under this part, the President shall transmit
a single special message to the Congress.

“(b) CONTENTS.—

““(1) The special message shall specify—

“(A) the dollar amount of discretionary
budget authority, item of new direct spend-
ing, or limited tax benefit which has been
canceled, and provide a corresponding ref-
erence number for each cancellation;

“(B) the determinations required under
section 1021(a), together with any supporting
material;

““(C) the reasons for the cancellation;

“(D) to the maximum extent practicable,
the estimated fiscal, economic, and budg-
etary effect of the cancellation;

“(E) all facts, circumstances and consider-
ations relating to or bearing upon the can-
cellation, and to the maximum extent prac-
ticable, the estimated effect of the cancella-
tion upon the objects, purposes and programs
for which the canceled authority was pro-
vided; and

“(F) include the adjustments that will be
made pursuant to section 1024 to the discre-
tionary spending limits under section 601 and
an evaluation of the effects of those adjust-
ments upon the sequestration procedures of
section 251 of the Balanced Budget and
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985.

“(2) In the case of a cancellation of any
dollar amount of discretionary budget au-
thority or item of new direct spending, the
special message shall also include, if
applicable-

“(A) any account, department, or estab-
lishment of the Government for which such
budget authority was to have been available
for obligation and the specific project or gov-
ernmental functions involved;

““(B) the specific States and congressional
districts, if any, affected by the cancellation;
and

““(C) the total number of cancellations im-
posed during the current session of Congress
on States and congressional districts identi-
fied in subparagraph (B).

‘() TRANSMISSION OF SPECIAL MESSAGES
TO HOUSE AND SENATE.—

‘(1) The President shall transmit to the
Congress each special message under this
part within five calendar days (excluding
Sundays) after enactment of the law to
which the cancellation applies. Each special
message shall be transmitted to the House of
Representatives and the Senate on the same
calendar day. Such special message shall be
delivered to the Clerk of the House of Rep-
resentatives if the House is not in session,
and to the Secretary of the Senate if the
Senate is not in session.

“(2) Any special message transmitted
under this part shall be printed in the first
issue of the Federal Register published after
such transmittal.

““CANCELLATION EFFECTIVE UNLESS
DISAPPROVED

““SEC. 1023. (a) IN GENERAL.—The cancella-
tion of any dollar amount of discretionary
budget authority, item of new direct spend-
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ing, or limited tax benefit shall take effect
upon receipt in the House of Representatives
and the Senate of the special message notify-
ing the Congress of the cancellation. If a dis-
approval bill for such special message is en-
acted into law, then all cancellations dis-
approved in that law shall be null and void
and any such dollar amount of discretionary
budget authority, item of new direct spend-
ing, or limited tax benefit shall be effective
as of the original date provided in the law to
which the cancellation applied.

““(b) COMMENSURATE REDUCTIONS IN DISCRE-
TIONARY BUDGET AUTHORITY.—Upon the can-
cellation of a dollar amount of discretionary
budget authority under subsection (a), the
total appropriation for each relevant ac-
count of which that dollar amount is a part
shall be simultaneously reduced by the dol-
lar amount of that cancellation.

“‘DEFICIT REDUCTION

“‘SEC. 1024. (a) IN GENERAL.—

““(1) DISCRETIONARY BUDGET AUTHORITY.—
OMB shall, for each dollar amount of discre-
tionary budget authority and for each item
of new direct spending canceled from an ap-
propriation law under section 1021(a)—

““(A) reflect the reduction that results from
such cancellation in the estimates required
by section 251(a)(7) of the Balanced Budget
and Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985 in
accordance with that Act, including an esti-
mate of the reduction of the budget author-
ity and the reduction in outlays flowing
from such reduction of budget authority for
each outyear; and

“(B) include a reduction to the discre-
tionary spending limits for budget authority
and outlays in accordance with the Balanced
Budget and Emergency Deficit Control Act
of 1985 for each applicable fiscal year set
forth in section 601(a)(2) by amounts equal to
the amounts for each fiscal year estimated
pursuant to subparagraph (A).

“(2) DIRECT SPENDING AND LIMITED TAX BEN-
EFITS.—(A) OMB shall, for each item of new
direct spending or limited tax benefit can-
celed from a law under section 1021(a), esti-
mate the deficit decrease caused by the can-
cellation of such item or benefit in that law
and include such estimate as a separate
entry in the report prepared pursuant to sec-
tion 252(d) of the Balanced Budget and Emer-
gency Deficit Control Act of 1985.

““(B) OMB shall not include any change in
the deficit resulting from a cancellation of
any item of new direct spending or limited
tax benefit, or the enactment of a dis-
approval bill for any such cancellation,
under this part in the estimates and reports
required by sections 252(b) and 254 of the Bal-
anced Budget and Emergency Deficit Control
Act of 1985.

““(b) ADJUSTMENTS TO SPENDING LIMITS.—
After ten calendar days (excluding Sundays)
after the expiration of the time period in sec-
tion 1025(b)(1) for expedited congressional
consideration of a disapproval bill for a spe-
cial message containing a cancellation of
discretionary budget authority, OMB shall
make the reduction included in subsection
(a)(1)(B) as part of the next sequester report
required by section 254 of the Balanced Budg-
et and Emergency Deficit Control Act of
1985.

““(c) EXCEPTION.—Subsection (b) shall not
apply to a cancellation if a disapproval bill
or other law that disapproves that cancella-
tion is enacted into law prior to 10 calendar
days (excluding Sundays) after the expira-
tion of the time period set forth in section
1025(b)(1).

‘“(d) CONGRESSIONAL BUDGET OFFICE ESTI-
MATES.—As soon as practicable after the
President makes a cancellation from a law
under section 1021(a), the Director of the
Congressional Budget Office shall provide
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the Committees on the Budget of the House
of Representatives and the Senate with an
estimate of the reduction of the budget au-
thority and the reduction in outlays flowing
from such reduction of budget authority for
each outyear.
““EXPEDITED CONGRESSIONAL CONSIDERATION
OF DISAPPROVAL BILLS

““SEC. 1025. (a) RECEIPT AND REFERRAL OF
SPECIAL MESSAGE.—Each special message
transmitted under this part shall be referred
to the Committee on the Budget and the ap-
propriate committee or committees of the
Senate and the Committee on the Budget
and the appropriate committee or commit-
tees of the House of Representatives. Each
such message shall be printed as a document
of the House of Representatives.

“(b) TIME PERIOD FOR EXPEDITED PROCE-
DURES.—

‘(1) There shall be a congressional review
period of 30 calendar days of session, begin-
ning on the first calendar day of session
after the date on which the special message
is received in the House of Representatives
and the Senate, during which the procedures
contained in this section shall apply to both
Houses of Congress.

“(2) In the House of Representatives the
procedures set forth in this section shall not
apply after the end of the period described in
paragraph (1).

“(3) If Congress adjourns at the end of a
Congress prior to the expiration of the period
described in paragraph (1) and a disapproval
bill was then pending in either House of Con-
gress or a committee thereof (including a
conference committee of the two Houses of
Congress), or was pending before the Presi-
dent, a disapproval bill for the same special
message may be introduced within the first
five calendar days of session of the next Con-
gress and shall be treated as a disapproval
bill under this part, and the time period de-
scribed in paragraph (1) shall commence on
the day of introduction of that disapproval
bill.

“(c) INTRODUCTION OF DISAPPROVAL
BiLLs.—(1) In order for a disapproval bill to
be considered under the procedures set forth
in this section, the bill must meet the defini-
tion of a disapproval bill and must be intro-
duced no later than the fifth calendar day of
session following the beginning of the period
described in subsection (b)(1).

““(2) In the case of a disapproval bill intro-
duced in the House of Representatives, such
bill shall include in the first blank space re-
ferred to in section 1026(6)(C) a list of the ref-
erence numbers for all cancellations made by
the President in the special message to
which such disapproval bill relates.

““(d) CONSIDERATION IN THE HOUSE OF REP-
RESENTATIVES.—(1) Any committee of the
House of Representatives to which a dis-
approval bill is referred shall report it with-
out amendment, and with or without rec-
ommendation, not later than the seventh
calendar day of session after the date of its
introduction. If any committee fails to re-
port the bill within that period, it is in order
to move that the House discharge the com-
mittee from further consideration of the bill,
except that such a motion may not be made
after the committee has reported a dis-
approval bill with respect to the same spe-
cial message. A motion to discharge may be
made only by a Member favoring the bill
(but only at a time or place designated by
the Speaker in the legislative schedule of the
day after the calendar day on which the
Member offering the motion announces to
the House his intention to do so and the form
of the motion). The motion is highly privi-
leged. Debate thereon shall be limited to not
more than one hour, the time to be divided
in the House equally between a proponent
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and an opponent. The previous question shall
be considered as ordered on the motion to its
adoption without intervening motion. A mo-
tion to reconsider the vote by which the mo-
tion is agreed to or disagreed to shall not be
in order.

““(2) After a disapproval bill is reported or
a committee has been discharged from fur-
ther consideration, it is in order to move
that the House resolve into the Committee
of the Whole House on the State of the Union
for consideration of the bill. If reported and
the report has been available for at least one
calendar day, all points of order against the
bill and against consideration of the bill are
waived. If discharged, all points of order
against the bill and against consideration of
the bill are waived. The motion is highly
privileged. A motion to reconsider the vote
by which the motion is agreed to or dis-
agreed to shall not be in order. During con-
sideration of the bill in the Committee of the
Whole, the first reading of the bill shall be
dispensed with. General debate shall proceed,
shall be confined to the bill, and shall not ex-
ceed one hour equally divided and controlled
by a proponent and an opponent of the bill.
The bill shall be considered as read for
amendment under the five-minute rule. Only
one motion to rise shall be in order, except
if offered by the manager. No amendment to
the bill is in order, except any Member if
supported by 49 other Members (a quorum
being present) may offer an amendment
striking the reference number or numbers of
a cancellation or cancellations from the bill.
Consideration of the bill for amendment
shall not exceed one hour excluding time for
recorded votes and quorum calls. No amend-
ment shall be subject to further amendment,
except pro forma amendments for the pur-
poses of debate only. At the conclusion of
the consideration of the bill for amendment,
the Committee shall rise and report the bill
to the House with such amendments as may
have been adopted. The previous question
shall be considered as ordered on the bill and
amendments thereto to final passage with-
out intervening motion. A motion to recon-
sider the vote on passage of the bill shall not
be in order.

““(3) Appeals from decisions of the Chair re-
garding application of the rules of the House
of Representatives to the procedure relating
to a disapproval bill shall be decided without
debate.

“(4) It shall not be in order to consider
under this subsection more than one dis-
approval bill for the same special message
except for consideration of a similar Senate
bill (unless the House has already rejected a
disapproval bill for the same special mes-
sage) or more than one motion to discharge
described in paragraph (1) with respect to a
disapproval bill for that special message.

‘“(e) CONSIDERATION IN THE SENATE.—

‘(1) REFERRAL AND REPORTING.—ANy dis-
approval bill introduced in the Senate shall
be referred to the appropriate committee or
committees. A committee to which a dis-
approval bill has been referred shall report
the bill not later than the seventh day of ses-
sion following the date of introduction of
that bill. If any committee fails to report the
bill within that period, that committee shall
be automatically discharged from further
consideration of the bill and the bill shall be
placed on the Calendar.

““(2) DISAPPROVAL BILL FROM HOUSE.—When
the Senate receives from the House of Rep-
resentatives a disapproval bill, such bill
shall not be referred to committee and shall
be placed on the Calendar.

““(3) CONSIDERATION OF SINGLE DISAPPROVAL
BILL.—After the Senate has proceeded to the
consideration of a disapproval bill for a spe-
cial message, then no other disapproval bill
originating in that same House relating to
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that same message shall be subject to the
procedures set forth in this subsection.

““(4) AMENDMENTS.—

“(A) AMENDMENTS IN ORDER.—The only
amendments in order to a disapproval bill
are—

“(i) an amendment that strikes the ref-
erence number of a cancellation from the
disapproval bill; and

“(if) an amendment that only inserts the
reference number of a cancellation included
in the special message to which the dis-
approval bill relates that is not already con-
tained in such bill.

‘“(B) WAIVER OR APPEAL.—AnN affirmative
vote of three-fifths of the Senators, duly cho-
sen and sworn, shall be required in the Sen-
ate—

‘(i) to waive or suspend this paragraph; or

‘“(ii) to sustain an appeal of the ruling of
the Chair on a point of order raised under
this paragraph.

““(5) MOTION NONDEBATABLE.—A motion to
proceed to consideration of a disapproval bill
under this subsection shall not be debatable.
It shall not be in order to move to reconsider
the vote by which the motion to proceed was
adopted or rejected, although subsequent
motions to proceed may be made under this
paragraph.

““(6) LIMIT ON CONSIDERATION.— (A) After no
more than 10 hours of consideration of a dis-
approval bill, the Senate shall proceed, with-
out intervening action or debate (except as
permitted under paragraph (9)), to vote on
the final disposition thereof to the exclusion
of all amendments not then pending and to
the exclusion of all motions, except a motion
to reconsider or to table.

““(B) A single motion to extend the time for
consideration under subparagraph (A) for no
more than an additional five hours is in
order prior to the expiration of such time
and shall be decided without debate.

“(C) The time for debate on the dis-
approval bill shall be equally divided be-
tween the Majority Leader and the Minority
Leader or their designees.

“(7) DEBATE ON AMENDMENTS.—Debate on
any amendment to a disapproval bill shall be
limited to one hour, equally divided and con-
trolled by the Senator proposing the amend-
ment and the majority manager, unless the
majority manager is in favor of the amend-
ment, in which case the minority manager
shall be in control of the time in opposition.

““(8) NO MOTION TO RECOMMIT.—A motion to
recommit a disapproval bill shall not be in
order.

‘“(9) DISPOSITION OF SENATE DISAPPROVAL
BILL.—If the Senate has read for the third
time a disapproval bill that originated in the
Senate, then it shall be in order at any time
thereafter to move to proceed to the consid-
eration of a disapproval bill for the same spe-
cial message received from the House of Rep-
resentatives and placed on the Calendar pur-
suant to paragraph (2), strike all after the
enacting clause, substitute the text of the
Senate disapproval bill, agree to the Senate
amendment, and vote on final disposition of
the House disapproval bill, all without any
intervening action or debate.

‘“(10) CONSIDERATION OF HOUSE MESSAGE.—
Consideration in the Senate of all motions,
amendments, or appeals necessary to dispose
of a message from the House of Representa-
tives on a disapproval bill shall be limited to
not more than four hours. Debate on each
motion or amendment shall be limited to 30
minutes. Debate on any appeal or point of
order that is submitted in connection with
the disposition of the House message shall be
limited to 20 minutes. Any time for debate
shall be equally divided and controlled by
the proponent and the majority manager,
unless the majority manager is a proponent
of the motion, amendment, appeal, or point
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of order, in which case the minority manager
shall be in control of the time in opposition.

“‘(f) CONSIDERATION IN CONFERENCE—

‘(1) CONVENING OF CONFERENCE.—In the
case of disagreement between the two Houses
of Congress with respect to a disapproval bill
passed by both Houses, conferees should be
promptly appointed and a conference
promptly convened, if necessary.

““(2) House CONSIDERATION.—(A) Notwith-
standing any other rule of the House of Rep-
resentatives, it shall be in order to consider
the report of a committee of conference re-
lating to a disapproval bill provided such re-
port has been available for one calendar day
(excluding Saturdays, Sundays, or legal holi-
days, unless the House is in session on such
a day) and the accompanying statement
shall have been filed in the House.

‘“(B) Debate in the House of Representa-
tives on the conference report and any
amendments in disagreement on any dis-
approval bill shall each be limited to not
more than one hour equally divided and con-
trolled by a proponent and an opponent. A
motion to further limit debate is not debat-
able. A motion to recommit the conference
report is not in order, and it is not in order
to move to reconsider the vote by which the
conference report is agreed to or disagreed
to.

““(3) SENATE CONSIDERATION.—Consideration
in the Senate of the conference report and
any amendments in disagreement on a dis-
approval bill shall be limited to not more
than four hours equally divided and con-
trolled by the Majority Leader and the Mi-
nority Leader or their designees. A motion
to recommit the conference report is not in
order.

“(4) LimMITS ON scoPE.—(A) When a dis-
agreement to an amendment in the nature of
a substitute has been referred to a con-
ference, the conferees shall report those can-
cellations that were included in both the bill
and the amendment, and may report a can-
cellation included in either the bill or the
amendment, but shall not include any other
matter.

“(B) When a disagreement on an amend-
ment or amendments of one House to the dis-
approval bill of the other House has been re-
ferred to a committee of conference, the con-
ferees shall report those cancellations upon
which both Houses agree and may report any
or all of those cancellations upon which
there is disagreement, but shall not include
any other matter.

““DEFINITIONS

““‘SEC. 1026. As used in this part:

““(1) APPROPRIATION LAW.—The term ‘appro-
priation law’ means an Act referred to in
section 105 of title 1, United States Code, in-
cluding any general or special appropriation
Act, or any Act making supplemental, defi-
ciency, or continuing appropriations, that
has been signed into law pursuant to Article
1, section 7, of the Constitution of the United
States.

““(2) CALENDAR DAY.—The term ‘calendar
day’ means a standard 24-hour period begin-
ning at midnight.

““(3) CALENDAR DAYS OF SESSION.—The term
‘calendar days of session’ shall mean only
those days on which both Houses of Congress
are in session.

““(4) CANCEL.—The term ‘cancel’ or ‘can-
cellation’” means—

“(A) with respect to any dollar amount of
discretionary budget authority, to rescind;

““(B) with respect to any item of new direct
spending—

“(i) that is budget authority provided by
law (other than an appropriation law), to
prevent such budget authority from having
legal force or effect;
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“(ii) that is entitlement authority, to pre-
vent the specific legal obligation of the Unit-
ed States from having legal force or effect;
or

“(iii) through the food stamp program, to
prevent the specific provision of law that re-
sults in an increase in budget authority or
outlays for that program from having legal
force or effect; and

““(C) with respect to a limited tax benefit,
to prevent the specific provision of law that
provides such benefit from having legal force
or effect.

““(5) DIRECT SPENDING.—The term ‘direct
spending’ means—

“(A) budget authority provided by law
(other than an appropriation law);

““(B) entitlement authority; and

““(C) the food stamp program.

‘“(6) DISAPPROVAL BILL.—The term ‘dis-

approval bill’ means a bill or joint resolution
which only disapproves one or more can-
cellations of dollar amounts of discretionary
budget authority, items of new direct spend-
ing, or limited tax benefits in a special mes-
sage transmitted by the President under this
part and—

“(A) the title of which is as follows: ‘A bill
disapproving the cancellations transmitted
by the President on ’, the blank space
being filled in with the date of transmission
of the relevant special message and the pub-
lic law number to which the message relates;

“(B) which does not have a preamble; and

“(C) which provides only the following
after the enacting clause: ‘That Congress dis-
approves of cancellations ’, the blank
space being filled in with a list by reference
number of one or more cancellations con-
tained in the President’s special message, ‘as
transmitted by the President in a special
message on ’, the blank space being
filled in with the appropriate date, ‘regard-
ing .”, the blank space being filled in
with the public law number to which the spe-
cial message relates.

“(7) DOLLAR AMOUNT OF DISCRETIONARY
BUDGET AUTHORITY.—(A) Except as provided
in subparagraph (B), the term ‘dollar amount
of discretionary budget authority’ means the
entire dollar amount of budget authority—

‘(i) specified in an appropriation law, or
the entire dollar amount of budget authority
required to be allocated by a specific proviso
in an appropriation law for which a specific
dollar figure was not included;

“(ii) represented separately in any table,
chart, or explanatory text included in the
statement of managers or the governing
committee report accompanying such law;

““(iii) required to be allocated for a specific
program, project, or activity in a law (other
than an appropriation law) that mandates
the expenditure of budget authority from ac-
counts, programs, projects, or activities for
which budget authority is provided in an ap-
propriation law;

““(iv) represented by the product of the es-
timated procurement cost and the total
quantity of items specified in an appropria-
tion law or included in the statement of
managers or the governing committee report
accompanying such law; and

““(v) represented by the product of the esti-
mated procurement cost and the total quan-
tity of items required to be provided in a law
(other than an appropriation law) that man-
dates the expenditure of budget authority
from accounts, programs, projects, or activi-
ties for which budget authority is provided
in an appropriation law.

“(B) The term ‘dollar amount of discre-
tionary budget authority’ does not include—

““(i) direct spending;

‘(i) budget authority in an appropriation
law which funds direct spending provided for
in other law;
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“(ifi) any existing budget authority re-
scinded or canceled in an appropriation law;
or

““(iv) any restriction, condition, or limita-
tion in an appropriation law or the accom-
panying statement of managers or commit-
tee reports on the expenditure of budget au-
thority for an account, program, project, or
activity, or on activities involving such ex-
penditure.

““(8) ITEM OF NEW DIRECT SPENDING.—The
term ‘item of new direct spending’ means
any specific provision of law that is esti-
mated to result in an increase in budget au-
thority or outlays for direct spending rel-
ative to the most recent levels calculated
pursuant to section 257 of the Balanced
Budget and Emergency Deficit Control Act
of 1985.

“(9) LIMITED TAX BENEFIT.—(A) The term
‘limited tax benefit’ means—

‘(i) any revenue-losing provision which
provides a Federal tax deduction, credit, ex-
clusion, or preference to 100 or fewer bene-
ficiaries under the Internal Revenue Code of
1986 in any fiscal year for which the provi-
sion is in effect; and

““(if) any Federal tax provision which pro-
vides temporary or permanent transitional
relief for 10 or fewer beneficiaries in any fis-
cal year from a change to the Internal Reve-
nue Code of 1986.

““(B) A provision shall not be treated as de-
scribed in subparagraph (A)(i) if the effect of
that provision is that—

““(i) all persons in the same industry or en-
gaged in the same type of activity receive
the same treatment;

“(ii) all persons owning the same type of
property, or issuing the same type of invest-
ment, receive the same treatment; or

“(iii) any difference in the treatment of
persons is based solely on—

“(1) in the case of businesses and associa-
tions, the size or form of the business or as-
sociation involved;

“(I11) in the case of individuals, general de-
mographic conditions, such as income, mari-
tal status, number of dependents, or tax re-
turn filing status;

“(111) the amount involved; or

“(IV) a generally-available election under
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986.

““(C) A provision shall not be treated as de-
scribed in subparagraph (A)(ii) if—

‘(i) it provides for the retention of prior
law with respect to all binding contracts or
other legally enforceable obligations in ex-
istence on a date contemporaneous with con-
gressional action specifying such date; or

“(if) it is a technical correction to pre-
viously enacted legislation that is estimated
to have no revenue effect.

‘(D) For purposes of subparagraph (A)—

““(i) all businesses and associations which
are related within the meaning of sections
707(b) and 1563(a) of the Internal Revenue
Code of 1986 shall be treated as a single bene-
ficiary;

“(ii) all qualified plans of an employer
shall be treated as a single beneficiary;

“(iii) all holders of the same bond issue
shall be treated as a single beneficiary; and

““(iv) if a corporation, partnership, associa-
tion, trust or estate is the beneficiary of a
provision, the shareholders of the corpora-
tion, the partners of the partnership, the
members of the association, or the bene-
ficiaries of the trust or estate shall not also
be treated as beneficiaries of such provision.

“(E) For purposes of this paragraph, the
term ‘revenue-losing provision’ means any
provision which results in a reduction in
Federal tax revenues for any one of the two
following periods—

‘(i) the first fiscal year for which the pro-
vision is effective; or
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““(ii) the period of the 5 fiscal years begin-
ning with the first fiscal year for which the
provision is effective.

“(F) The terms used in this paragraph
shall have the same meaning as those terms
have generally in the Internal Revenue Code
of 1986, unless otherwise expressly provided.

““(10) OMB.—The term ‘OMB’ means the Di-
rector of the Office of Management and
Budget.

““IDENTIFICATION OF LIMITED TAX BENEFITS

““SEC. 1027. (a) STATEMENT BY JOINT TAX
CoMMITTEE.—The Joint Committee on Tax-
ation shall review any revenue or reconcili-
ation bill or joint resolution which includes
any amendment to the Internal Revenue
Code of 1986 that is being prepared for filing
by a committee of conference of the two
Houses, and shall identify whether such bill
or joint resolution contains any limited tax
benefits. The Joint Committee on Taxation
shall provide to the committee of conference
a statement identifying any such limited tax
benefits or declaring that the bill or joint
resolution does not contain any limited tax
benefits. Any such statement shall be made
available to any Member of Congress by the
Joint Committee on Taxation immediately
upon request.

“(b) STATEMENT INCLUDED IN LEGISLA-
TION.—(1) Notwithstanding any other rule of
the House of Representatives or any rule or
precedent of the Senate, any revenue or rec-
onciliation bill or joint resolution which in-
cludes any amendment to the Internal Reve-
nue Code of 1986 reported by a committee of
conference of the two Houses may include, as
a separate section of such bill or joint reso-
lution, the information contained in the
statement of the Joint Committee on Tax-
ation, but only in the manner set forth in
paragraph (2).

“(2) The separate section permitted under
paragraph (1) shall read as follows: ‘Section
1021(a)(3) of the Congressional Budget and
Impoundment Control Act of 1974 shall

apply to J, with the
blank spaces being filled in with —

“(A) in any case in which the Joint Com-
mittee on Taxation identifies limited tax
benefits in the statement required under sub-
section (a), the word ‘only’ in the first blank
space and a list of all of the specific provi-
sions of the bill or joint resolution identified
by the Joint Committee on Taxation in such
statement in the second blank space; or

“(B) in any case in which the Joint Com-
mittee on Taxation declares that there are
no limited tax benefits in the statement re-
quired under subsection (a), the word ‘not’ in
the first blank space and the phrase ‘any
provision of this Act’ in the second blank
space.

““(c) PRESIDENT’S AUTHORITY.—If any reve-
nue or reconciliation bill or joint resolution
is signed into law pursuant to Article I, sec-
tion 7, of the Constitution of the United
States—

“(1) with a separate section described in
subsection (b)(2), then the President may use
the authority granted in section 1021(a)(3)
only to cancel any limited tax benefit in
that law, if any, identified in such separate
section; or

““(2) without a separate section described in
subsection (b)(2), then the President may use
the authority granted in section 1021(a)(3) to
cancel any limited tax benefit in that law
that meets the definition in section 1026.

““(d) CONGRESSIONAL IDENTIFICATIONS OF
LIMITED TAX BENEFITS.—There shall be no
judicial review of the congressional identi-
fication under subsections (a) and (b) of a
limited tax benefit in a conference report.”.
SEC. 203. JUDICIAL REVIEW.

(a) EXPEDITED REVIEW.—

(1) Any Member of Congress or any individ-
ual adversely affected by part C of title X of
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the Congressional Budget and Impoundment
Control Act of 1974 may bring an action, in
the United States District Court for the Dis-
trict of Columbia, for declaratory judgment
and injunctive relief on the ground that any
provision of this part violates the Constitu-
tion.

(2) A copy of any complaint in an action
brought under paragraph (1) shall be prompt-
ly delivered to the Secretary of the Senate
and the Clerk of the House of Representa-
tives, and each House of Congress shall have
the right to intervene in such action.

(3) Nothing in this section or in any other
law shall infringe upon the right of the
House of Representatives to intervene in an
action brought under paragraph (1) without
the necessity of adopting a resolution to au-
thorize such intervention.

(b) APPEAL TO SUPREME COURT.—Notwith-
standing any other provision of law, any
order of the United States District Court for
the District of Columbia which is issued pur-
suant to an action brought under paragraph
(1) of subsection (a) shall be reviewable by
appeal directly to the Supreme Court of the
United States. Any such appeal shall be
taken by a notice of appeal filed within 10
calendar days after such order is entered;
and the jurisdictional statement shall be
filed within 30 calendar days after such order
is entered. No stay of an order issued pursu-
ant to an action brought under paragraph (1)
of subsection (a) shall be issued by a single
Justice of the Supreme Court.

(c) EXPEDITED CONSIDERATION.—It shall be
the duty of the District Court for the Dis-
trict of Columbia and the Supreme Court of
the United States to advance on the docket
and to expedite to the greatest possible ex-
tent the disposition of any matter brought
under subsection (a).

SEC. 204. CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.

(a) SHORT TITLES.—Section 1(a) of the Con-
gressional Budget and Impoundment Control
Act of 1974 is amended by—

(1) striking ‘“‘and’’ before “‘title X’* and in-
serting a period;

(2) inserting ‘“Parts A and B of”’ before
“title X”’; and

(3) inserting at the end the following new
sentence: ‘““Part C of title X may be cited as
the ‘Line Item Veto Act of 1996°.”".

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of con-
tents set forth in section 1(b) of the Congres-
sional Budget and Impoundment Control Act
of 1974 is amended by adding at the end the
following:

“PART C—LINE ITEM VETO

““Sec. 1021. Line item veto authority.

““Sec. 1022. Special messages.

““‘Sec. 1023. Cancellation effective unless dis-
approved.

““‘Sec. 1024. Deficit reduction.

““‘Sec. 1025. Expedited congressional consid-
eration of disapproval bills.

““‘Sec. 1026. Definitions.

““‘Sec. 1027. Identification of limited tax ben-
efits.”.

(c) EXERCISE OF RULEMAKING POWERS.—
Section 904(a) of the Congressional Budget
Act of 1974 is amended by striking “‘and 1017”
and inserting *‘, 1017, 1025, and 1027"".

SEC. 205. EFFECTIVE DATES.

This Act and the amendments made by it
shall take effect and apply to measures en-
acted on the earlier of—

(1) the day after the enactment into law,
pursuant to Article I, section 7, of the Con-
stitution of the United States, of an Act en-
titled ““An Act to provide for a seven-year
plan for deficit reduction and achieve a bal-
anced Federal budget.”’; or

(2) January 1, 1997;
and shall have no force or effect on or after
January 1, 2005.
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TITLE I1I—SMALL BUSINESS REGULATORY
FAIRNESS
SEC. 301. SHORT TITLE.

This title may be cited as the ‘““Small Busi-
ness Regulatory Enforcement Fairness Act
of 1996”".

SEC. 302. FINDINGS.

Congress finds that—

(1) a vibrant and growing small business
sector is critical to creating jobs in a dy-
namic economy;

(2) small businesses bear a disproportion-
ate share of regulatory costs and burdens;

(3) fundamental changes that are needed in
the regulatory and enforcement culture of
Federal agencies to make agencies more re-
sponsive to small business can be made with-
out compromising the statutory missions of
the agencies;

(4) three of the top recommendations of the
1995 White House Conference on Small Busi-
ness involve reforms to the way government
regulations are developed and enforced, and
reductions in government paperwork re-
quirements;

(5) the requirements of chapter 6 of title 5,
United States Code, have too often been ig-
nored by government agencies, resulting in
greater regulatory burdens on small entities
than necessitated by statute; and

(6) small entities should be given the op-
portunity to seek judicial review of agency
actions required by chapter 6 of title 5, Unit-
ed States Code.

SEC. 303. PURPOSES.

The purposes of this title are—

(1) to implement certain recommendations
of the 1995 White House Conference on Small
Business regarding the development and en-
forcement of Federal regulations;

(2) to provide for judicial review of chapter
6 of title 5, United States Code;

(3) to encourage the effective participation
of small businesses in the Federal regulatory
process;

(4) to simplify the language of Federal reg-
ulations affecting small businesses;

(5) to develop more accessible sources of
information on regulatory and reporting re-
quirements for small businesses;

(6) to create a more cooperative regulatory
environment among agencies and small busi-
nesses that is less punitive and more solu-
tion-oriented; and

(7) to make Federal regulators more ac-
countable for their enforcement actions by
providing small entities with a meaningful
opportunity for redress of excessive enforce-
ment activities.

Subtitle A—Regulatory Compliance
Simplification
SEC. 311. DEFINITIONS.

For purposes of this subtitle—

(1) the terms “‘rule” and “small entity”
have the same meanings as in section 601 of
title 5, United States Code;

(2) the term ‘“‘agency’’ has the same mean-
ing as in section 551 of title 5, United States
Code; and

(3) the term “small entity compliance
guide’ means a document designated as such
by an agency.

SEC. 312. COMPLIANCE GUIDES.

(a) CoMPLIANCE GUIDE.—For each rule or
group of related rules for which an agency is
required to prepare a final regulatory flexi-
bility analysis under section 604 of title 5,
United States Code, the agency shall publish
one or more guides to assist small entities in
complying with the rule, and shall designate
such publications as ‘“‘small entity compli-
ance guides’. The guides shall explain the
actions a small entity is required to take to
comply with a rule or group of rules. The
agency shall, in its sole discretion, taking
into account the subject matter of the rule
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and the language of relevant statutes, ensure
that the guide is written using sufficiently
plain language likely to be understood by af-
fected small entities. Agencies may prepare
separate guides covering groups or classes of
similarly affected small entities, and may
cooperate with associations of small entities
to develop and distribute such guides.

(b) COMPREHENSIVE SOURCE OF INFORMA-
TION.—Agencies shall cooperate to make
available to small entities through com-
prehensive sources of information, the small
entity compliance guides and all other avail-
able information on statutory and regu-
latory requirements affecting small entities.

(c) LIMITATION ON JUDICIAL REVIEW.—AN
agency’s small entity compliance guide shall
not be subject to judicial review, except that
in any civil or administrative action against
a small entity for a violation occurring after
the effective date of this section, the content
of the small entity compliance guide may be
considered as evidence of the reasonableness
or appropriateness of any proposed fines,
penalties or damages.

SEC. 313. INFORMAL SMALL ENTITY GUIDANCE.

(a) GENERAL.—Whenever appropriate in the
interest of administering statutes and regu-
lations within the jurisdiction of an agency
which regulates small entities, it shall be
the practice of the agency to answer inquir-
ies by small entities concerning information
on, and advice about, compliance with such
statutes and regulations, interpreting and
applying the law to specific sets of facts sup-
plied by the small entity. In any civil or ad-
ministrative action against a small entity,
guidance given by an agency applying the
law to facts provided by the small entity
may be considered as evidence of the reason-
abl