H2324

Here is my point, Mr. Speaker: If we
continue to stick to our guns, if we
continue to hang tough, using the le-
verage that we have of increasing the
debt limit, of being very frugal in the
appropriation bills that we pass, we
can achieve it. We can do it. It is not
this overspending and overborrowing.
Borrowing has obscured the true size of
Government. It needs to be changed.
Let us hang tough, let us stick in
there, let us do it.

UNITED STATES-TAIWAN-CHINA
RELATIONS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of May
12, 1995, the gentleman from Guam [Mr.
UNDERWOOD] is recognized during
morning business for 5 minutes.

Mr. UNDERWOOD. Mr. Speaker,
today the House will take up later on
House Concurrent Resolution 148, a
concurrent resolution expressing the
sense of Congress that the United
States is committed to the military
stability of the Taiwan Straits and to
the defense of Taiwan against invasion,
missile attacks, or blockade by the
People’s Republic of China. The
House’s consideration of this resolu-
tion is timely. It coincides with meet-
ings today between United States and
Taiwanese officials to discuss Taiwan’s
defense needs and possible United
States weapons sales in a regularly
scheduled annual consultation.

Consideration of this resolution also
comes at a time of increased military
maneuvers by the People’s Republic.
Over the past few months, China has
conducted missile tests off the coast of
Taiwan, including missile firings which
have landed adjacent to Taiwanese
major ports and live ammunition fire
operations in the Straits.

Yesterday China upped the ante by
declaring that they will go forward
with planned war games around islands
it controls and ordered residents to
evacuate. The PRC also announced a
new series of exercises in a large part
of the Taiwan Straits and has warned
international shipping and aviation to
stay away from the region.

The reason for the PRC’s escalation
is clear: It is an orchestrated campaign
to intimidate Taiwanese voters and to
influence the outcome of Taiwan’s first
direct Presidential elections this com-
ing Saturday. The resolution under
consideration today rejects this type of
coercion and supports the historic
democratic election in Taiwan this
weekend. It reinforces the Clinton ad-
ministration’s support for democracy
and stability in the region and peaceful
resolution of the current dispute.

As the Member of Congress whose
district is closest to this conflict and
directly impacted by the outcome, |
am mindful of its implications for
Guam. While some have argued that
my islands could benefit by some of
this instability, | reject this line of
thinking. Even though some short-
term economic gain may result from
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capital diverted from the region to
Guam, our long-term economic growth
will suffer without economic prosperity
in Pacific Rim and Pacific Basin na-
tions and territories.

Guam’s economy is tourist driven,
roughly 1 million of whom arrive from
the Asia Pacific region. Tourist arriv-
als have increased over 180 percent in
10 years, with Korea and Taiwan re-
cently leading the way as the fastest
growing visitor markets. Increasingly
our economy also depends on invest-
ment from Japan, Taiwan, the Phil-
ippines and South Korea. A blockade,
invasion or missile attack on Taiwan
would not only affect Taiwan, but also
the United States and the rest of the
region.

Economic growth throughout the
United States would be jeopardized if
the flow of exports to the region is dis-
rupted in any way. Over 40 percent of
all United States trade involves the
Asia-Pacific region. U.S. trade in the
region now exceeds $370 billion, which
is 76 percent greater than U.S. trade
with Europe. An estimated 2.6 million
American jobs depend on United States
exports to Asia.

Taiwan has become a major trading
partner of the United States and all
the major economies in the region.
Taiwanese two-way trade with the
United States is roughly $43 billion.
Furthermore, United States, Japan,
and Hong Kong account for more than
60 percent of Taiwanese exports. We
can only imagine what would happen if
the 19th largest economy in the world
was cut off from the rest of the world
by an invasion, blockade or missile at-
tack. When the peso collapsed in Mex-
ico last year, shock waves went
throughout economies and stock mar-
kets as far away as Asia. A disruption
of trade in and out of Taiwan could
have even greater consequences.

Over the past 50 years, U.S. engage-
ment in Asia and the Pacific has en-
sured a stable political and military
environment and made possible the tre-
mendous economic growth in the Pa-
cific region. We should welcome the
Clinton administration’s dispatch of
the Nimitz and the Independence. It
sends Beijing a strong signal that the
United States is committed to regional
stability and economic growth. The
resolution before the House only
strengthens this commitment.

It is my hope that when the current
dispute is resolved, Congress and the
administration and the American peo-
ple will wake up to a very new geo-
political reality. The Asia-Pacific re-
gion has become the most dynamic re-
gion in the world, and all major indica-
tors point to the Asia-Pacific region as
the most vibrant region in the next
century. The region is home to the
seven largest armies in the world, the
largest population, and the greatest
volume of trade.

Let us not turn our back on Taiwan.
Let us support them, and let us support
the resolution.
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SUPPORT THE TRAVEL AND
TOURISM PARTNERSHIP ACT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of May
12, 1995, the gentleman from Wisconsin
[Mr. ROTH] is recognized during morn-
ing business for 5 minutes.

Mr. ROTH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to urge support for the travel and tour-
ism industry; that is, the Travel and
Tourism Partnership Act. Travel and
tourism is America’s and the world’s
largest industry, or it will be in 4
years. Today, travel and tourism em-
ploys some 7 million people directly,
and some 6.5 million people indirectly
in the United States.

In the next 2 months, before the
Travel and Tourism Administration
closes down at the Commerce Depart-
ment, | encourage my colleagues to
focus on this industry and the jobs it
creates, what it does to keep our taxes
lower for all Americans, and what it is
doing for America as far as our econ-
omy is concerned.

The travel and tourism industry is
one that has been neglected too long by
this Congress. Mr. Speaker, Members
debate frequently here on the floor on
what we can do to promote good paying
jobs, to keep our economy strong, how
to revitalize our cities, and how to cre-
ate the opportunities that our young
people need and how to rejuvenate our
local economies. The question always
comes down to what can we do as a
Congress to create more jobs?

One of the problems, of course, in the
inner cities, is that businesses are clos-
ing down, opportunities have been lost,
and neighbors are packing up and mov-
ing away. But today it is not only a
problem for inner cities, it is also a
problem for small towns.

In rural communities all across
America where farms and industries
once supported a main street bustling
with restaurants, hardware stores, five-
and-dimes, grocery stores, service sta-
tions, hotels, you name it, some of
these small towns have been very hard
hit.

But what has kept our hometowns
and small towns from fading away in
America has been one industry; it has
been the travel and tourism industry.
The travel and tourism industry many
times has kept alive our small towns,
our rural towns.

Tourism is today America’s second
largest employer. When we help tour-
ism, it is like starting a downtown re-
vitalization project or helping a small
town anywhere in America.

With less than 2 months to go before
the USTTA shuts its doors forever, it is
time for Members to do two things, and
I think it is imperative for us to do
that: One is to recognize the vital role
that tourism plays in our districts, and
to commit becoming a new catalyst for
further growth by helping travel and
tourism.

We have a bill before Congress that is
an outgrowth of the travel and tourism
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White House conference that we had
here in October. We had some 1,700
leading people in travel and tourism
come to Washington at the end of Octo-
ber, and they asked Congress for legis-
lation dealing with a partnership act
which allows the government and in-
dustry to work together. This would be
really a prototype for legislation in the
future.

We have the bill before us, H.R. 2579.
This bill allows America to compete
not only in our country, but also inter-
nationally in the travel and tourism
industry. Again, it is the outgrowth of
the White House Conference on Travel
and Tourism. It is a real job creator.
There is not a bill before Congress that
will create as many jobs as the Part-
nership Act, H.R. 2579, so | am asking
Members to sign on. It is a real eco-
nomic stimulus, especially for our
local communities.

We now have 195 cosponsors. We want
to do what is said to be impossible. We
want to reach 218. So, you see, we are
in striking distance. We are striving to
achieve the ultimate goal, which is 218
cosponsors. | am asking all Members to
become involved.

We have come a long way. We have
made strides that others have said
would be unachievable. But with all
our success, we have a long trail ahead
of us. We must get the job done. Time
is of the essence.

Mr. Speaker, | ask all Members to
focus on travel and tourism, because of
what it means to our economy and
what it means to jobs for all Ameri-
cans. It is time for us to focus on this
emerging industry. After all, travel
and tourism, telecommunications, and
information technology are the three
greatest job producers of the 1990’s and
the 21st century. If we in Congress are
forward looking and if we in Corning
are going to focus on what has to be
done for our economy and for the fu-
ture of this country, then we have got
to focus on travel and tourism, and we
have got to do that today, because we
have only 2 months before USTTA
closes down.

So | ask all Members to focus on
travel and tourism. Let us complete
the big job we started. | ask all Mem-
bers to help by cosponsoring this legis-
lation today.

Mr. Speaker, | thank you for giving
me the time to express my concerns
about travel and tourism this after-
noon.

CUTS IN EDUCATION ARE HITTING
HOME

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of May
12, 1995, the gentleman from New Jer-
sey [Mr. PALLONE] is recognized during
morning business for 5 minutes.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, | want-
ed to focus on education this after-
noon, because | am very concerned
about the consequences of the House
Republican leadership and their spend-
ing proposals with regard to education,
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the cuts that they have implemented
or they are trying to implement in edu-
cation.

Essentially what we are seeing now is
that these cuts are hitting home. | am
going back to my district, and | know
others have heard from their districts
and their hometowns, are hearing back
from the school boards and from local
residents about the fact that teachers
now have to be laid off or taxes have to
be raised in order to provide for edu-
cation programs that the Federal Gov-
ernment will no longer fund under
these Republican proposals.

I have said before that education is
one of the priorities that the President
and the Democrats in Congress have
stressed should not be severely im-
pacted during these constant budget
battles on the floor. Yet once again we
face the situation where the House
passed a spending bill a few weeks ago
for the remainder of this fiscal year
that would severely cut, provide the
largest cut in educational programs in
the history of the Federal Government.

This is basically amounting to a 13-
percent reduction from the last fiscal
year, a $3.3 billion cut in education
programs. The Senate, fortunately, as |
have mentioned before, when this bill
went over to the Senate, tried to re-
store most of this, about $2.5 billion in
education funds. However, the Senate
bill will not prevail if Speaker GING-
RICH and the Republican extremists,
the Republican leadership, do not go
along with the Senate version. So we
have to constantly push to say that the
House version that makes all these
cuts in education funding is not the
way to go, and that we as Democrats
support the Senate version and the
President supports the Senate version
to put back a lot of this education
money.

Now what does this all mean? A lot
of times on the floor of the House we
talk about money or about amounts of
money or percentages, and some people
wonder what does it mean to me lo-
cally back at home? Well, it means a
lot. I think we have got a very good
glimpse of that today, or | should say
yesterday, in the New York Times. The
New York Times had an article in yes-
terday’s paper, ‘“‘Federal Budget Im-
passe Hits Home With the Threat of
Layoffs in School Districts.”’

It takes us to a relatively small town
in upstate New York, Schenectady.
There they are starting to send out no-
tices to the teachers to tell them they
are going to be laid off because of the
cutbacks in Federal funding. | just
wanted to read some sections of this
article, if | could, because | think it is
so indicative of what the impact is of
these House Republican cuts in edu-
cation funding. It talks about Teresa
McAnaney and her colleagues at the
Pleasant Valley Elementary School in
Schenectady who:

. . . have tended to view the budget stale-
mate in Washington as a distant drama that
has mainly led to the periodic closing of the
nation’s parks and museums and a handful of
Government agencies.
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But earlier this month, this faraway crisis
hit home: the superintendent’s office noti-
fied Ms. McAnaney that she would be among
16 teachers and aides in the city school dis-
trict at risk for layoffs in the fall because
the district had no idea how much money it
would receive from the Federal or state gov-
ernments.

She says that “The uncertainty is
the most frustrating part of this whole
thing.”

This is what we are talking about.
This week, this Federal Government is
operating with a stopgap funding meas-
ure that extends for 1 week. This Fri-
day again the Government or certain
agencies of the Government, including
the Education Department, will close
down if we do not pass another bill ex-
tending funding for another week or
another month. The process has to
stop, because with these stopgap meas-
ures and taking the education funding
from week-to-week, which is what the
Republican leadership has been doing,
there is so much uncertainty back in
our hometowns and throughout this
country about education funding that
they do not know what to do. What
they have to do is essentially plan for
the worst, lay off teachers, particularly
those funded through title | for various
programs, and tell them and assume
they are not going to have the money
for the next fiscal year. The only way
that they can avoid that is if they go
and take their local property taxes in
order to keep some of these teachers
and some of these programs going.

I went on further in the article, I
thought it was particularly interest-
ing, because further on in this New
York Times article they have another
individual who is also from Schenec-
tady, who talks about how Congress
and the Federal legislators are not
paying attention to what is happening
in the small towns. This gentleman is
quoted as saying that ““I don’'t think
those people realize how their fighting
is hurting ordinary people like
myself * * * Maybe they should come
into a school to see the problems they
are creating every day.”

He says, “‘It has reached the point
that people cannot even plan.”

Once again, | think that is the prob-
lem here. We keep talking about this
Federal budget and the Republican
leadership keeps saying that if we cut
this money out of education programs,
it will not matter. Let me tell you, it
does matter. We are going to see more
and more that it matters in coming
weeks if the Republican leadership
does not turn around and restore this
education funding.

REMOVAL OF NAME OF MEMBER
AS COSPONSOR OF H.R. 2745

Mr. RICHARDSON. Mr. Speaker, |
ask unanimous consent that my name
be removed as a cosponsor of H.R. 2745.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New Mexico?

There was no objection.



		Superintendent of Documents
	2025-10-23T09:35:13-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	U.S. Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




