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GOP AGENDA HOSTILE TO MIDDLE

AMERICA

(Mr. MILLER of California asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. MILLER of California. Mr.
Speaker, it is no wonder that the Re-
publican program for the last 14
months is so far away from the needs
and the hopes and the aspirations of
America’s working families. When you
consider at the end of last year when
the Republicans came together to dis-
cuss how they were doing and what
they were going to do this year, one of
their honored speakers was Al Dunlop,
a man who went to Scott Paper Co. and
2 years later fired thousands of workers
with little or no notice and walked
away with $100 million in his pocket.
He advised the Republican caucus to
forget the working-class issues, they
did not matter.

Well, they matter to millions of
Americans, to millions of Americans
who are worried about losing their job,
and with that losing their health care;
about losing their job, and with that
the ability to pay for their children’s
education. And what do we see cuts in
education for their children. We see
cuts in student loans for their children.
We see them trying to keep the health
care bill that would make health care
portable from one employer to another
from coming to the floor. What we see
is an agenda that is outright hostile to
middle America and to the working
families of this country.
f
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SALUTE TO ENGINEERS

(Mr. BARTLETT of Maryland asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. BARTLETT of Maryland. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today to ask my fellow
Members of Congress to join me in sa-
luting the contributions of engineers to
America.

Last week was National Engineers
Week celebrated annually since 1951.
The timing recognizes the role played
by our first President, George Washing-
ton. Washington’s education and expe-
rience as a land surveyor and promoter
of invention, education, and the con-
struction of roads, canals, docks, and
ports earned him the recognition as
our Nation’s first engineer.

February is also Black History
Month and African-American engineers
invented some of our most important
and best-known inventions including:
blood banks, the four-way traffic sig-
nal, and potato chips.

Engineering is our Nation’s second
largest profession with more than 1.8
million working engineers according to
the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics.

Every day, engineers are creating
new ways to use technology to improve
our quality of life. The contributions of
engineers surround us and are so perva-

sive that we sometimes take them for
granted.

National Engineers Week offers us
the opportunity to stop, take notice,
give thanks for the work of engineers,
and encourage our young people to
study science and math and consider
engineering as a career.

Engineers build a better future every
day.
f

DISCOVER WORKING AMERICA
(Ms. DELAURO asked and was given

permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, I have
always been a little skeptical about
death bed conversions, and as the bells
toll for the demise of the Gingrich Re-
publican revolution, we are witnessing
an epidemic of conversions among my
Republican colleagues.

Suddenly the Republican Party has
discovered working America. They are
desperately trying to convince the
hard-working families of this country
who are struggling to get ahead that
the Republican Party is their friend.
But, in fact, since taking control of
this Congress, they advanced an ex-
treme agenda that would hurt working
men and women of this country. Their
budget would let companies raid pen-
sion funds. They would deny the chil-
dren of working families college loans.
Their budget would cut Medicare and
long-term care, denying families a dig-
nified retirement. And they would deny
a raise in wages so that, in fact, people
could pay their bills every week.

But they, in fact, would provide to
the wealthiest in this Nation a tax
break, and tax breaks that would allow
them to continue to reap the benefits.

Mr. Speaker, what the Republican
Party really does not understand is
that the American people are too
smart to fall for this. They did not buy
NEWT GINGRICH’s extreme agenda, and
they will not buy this election-year
gimmick either.
f

TRIBUTE TO SERGEANT BOLIN
(Mr. BARR of Georgia asked and was

given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. BARR of Georgia. Mr. Speaker,
too many Americans take freedom for
granted, expecting it as constant a
force of nature as the daily rising of
the Sun.

Fortunately for all of us, there are
men like Special Forces S.Sgt. Neal
Bolin, who stand watch at freedom’s
door; protecting us from the demons of
totalitarianism; ready to sacrifice
their own personal comfort and safety
for ours. For them, liberty is not a
given, but the goal of a very real and
dangerous struggle.

This past February 12, Staff Sergeant
Bolin lost his life, while seeking to pre-
serve the life and safety of others, on a
rescue mission for a plane missing in
the jungles of Panama.

I was honored to attend services for
Sergeant Bolin, and to pay respects to
his life and family. The people of Geor-
gia and the Nation are grateful to Neal
Bolin for the sacrifice he made. We are
also grateful to his parents, and to his
widow, for this American hero. While
Sergeant Bolin’s young daughter has
lost a father, our country benefits from
the new chapter in the annals of mili-
tary service and dedication written by
her father.
f

DO NOT DESTROY AMERICAN
WORKING FAMILIES

(Mrs. MINK of Hawaii asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks and include extraneous
material.)

Mrs. MINK of Hawaii. Mr. Speaker,
the House is about to debate the farm
bill, and it will be a contest of the wills
of both sides of this Chamber in its
dedication to the concept of jobs.

One of the most interesting develop-
ments in the Republican Presidential
race is that they have discovered that
jobs are uppermost in people’s minds.
In debating the farm bill, I hope that
this House will keep in mind the fact
that we are talking about jobs, not
about commodities.

There is this wholesale effort to try
to destroy the farm community. I come
from a farming district. Sugar is an
important commodity. If they do away
with the sugar program, it will mean
6,000 jobs in my district alone.

And so when we come to this floor to
talk about the farm bill, it is not com-
modities. It is not some abstract no-
tion about something that we put on
the table to consume. It is thousands of
jobs in the sugar industry alone. It is
420,000 jobs that are about to be elimi-
nated.

So, focus on what the American peo-
ple are concerned about. It is jobs in
America. Let us not destroy our Amer-
ican working families.
f

AMERICA NEEDS A SOUND
ENERGY POLICY

(Mr. WATTS of Oklahoma asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. WATTS of Oklahoma. Mr. Speak-
er, today marks the fifth anniversary
of the end of the Persian Gulf war. We
can all remember the great pride we
felt on that day 5 years ago.

During the gulf war, our strong de-
fense came through—just the way it is
supposed to—and now it is time for
Congress to come through—just the
way it is supposed to—with a sound en-
ergy policy.

Since the gulf war, oil imports have
reached an all-time high and domestic
oil production has reached an all-time
low.

Twenty years ago we imported 35 per-
cent of our oil. Today we import over
50 percent. Clearly we are overly de-
pendent on foreign sources of oil to
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drive our cars, to heat our homes, and
to fuel our economy.

We are putting ourselves in a worse
state of dependency than we were in,
just before the oil crises of the seven-
ties.

Today I am calling on my colleagues
to send the Nation a wake up call
about the lack of a sound energy policy
in the United States. For the month of
March, one of our colleagues will speak
on the floor every day about this criti-
cal issue.

I am hopeful that these remarks will
help us to develop a plan to secure con-
trol over America’s energy future.
f

WHERE IS THE DEBT CEILING
BILL?

(Mrs. KENNELLY asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mrs. KENNELLY. Mr. Speaker, today
is February 28. Where is the debt ceil-
ing? Speaker GINGRICH, Majority Lead-
ers ARMEY and DOLE promised the
President in writing to act on debt
ceiling legislation by February 29 in a
manner acceptable to both you and the
Congress, in order to guarantee the
Government does not default on its ob-
ligations.

Unfortunately, that does not look
like it is going to happen. But the Re-
publican leadership needs to under-
stand they can’t stall indefinitely
without dire consequences.

On March 15, the debt ceiling snaps
back to a lower level pursuant to the
legislation we passed earlier to guaran-
tee March Social Security checks. This
means that the debt will have exceeded
the debt limit and as a consequence, no
securities may be issued under any cir-
cumstance for any reason without in-
creasing the debt ceiling. This snap
back has potentially disastrous con-
sequences for the Medicare and Social
Security trust funds. Because the
Treasury cannot issue any kind of se-
curities, it cannot issue the $2 billion
of new investments in the Social Secu-
rity and Medicare trust funds that need
to be issued on March 15 and each day
thereafter.

This is a very serious problem which,
if the Republican leadership allows to
happen, will require legislation to
make the Social Security and Medicare
trust funds whole. I call on the Repub-
lican leadership to bring a clean debt
ceiling bill to the floor immediately
and not jeopardize the Social Security
and Medicare trust funds.
f

DOUBLE WHAMMY OF HIGHER
TAXES AND DECLINING WAGES

(Mrs. SEASTRAND asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Mrs. SEASTRAND. Mr. Speaker,
‘‘It’s the economy, stupid.’’ That is
what President Bill Clinton told us in
1992. Today, 4 years later, America is
feeling the Clinton Crunch—that dou-

ble whammy of higher taxes and de-
clining wages.

To combat the Clinton crunch Repub-
licans believe we should balance the
budget and cut taxes. President Clin-
ton thinks we should maintain the sta-
tus quo.

Just look at the record. Republicans,
for the first time in a generation,
passed an honest balanced budget. The
President not only vetoed that plan
but he has refused to negotiate in good
faith toward a compromise. Now our
plan also cut taxes. We cut capital
gains taxes to create jobs and boost the
economy, and we provided a $500 per-
child tax credit to help families suffer-
ing from the Clinton crunch.

Mr. Speaker, the choice has never
been clearer. On the one hand we have
Republicans, men and women who
mean what they say and keep their
word. And on the other hand we have
President Bill Clinton, a say-anything,
do-nothing liberal President.
f

PUTTING THE SQUEEZE ON
WORKING FAMILIES

(Mr. STUPAK asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. STUPAK. Mr. Speaker, the last
speaker in the well said let us take a
look at the Republican plan, and let us
take a look at what they have done.
Republicans say they stand up for
working people, when they fought for
policies that have squeezed working
families and denied them and their
children needed opportunities. They
have refused to raise the minimum
wage. They have passed higher taxes
for working families. They have passed
a Medicare premium that will increase
on 37 million beneficiaries. They have
passed the corporate raid on workers’
pensions. Your pensions are no longer
safe with this new Republican major-
ity. They have passed the repeal of the
Medicaid guarantee on nursing home
coverage.

Mr. Speaker, I hope America will
take a look at the Republican record
and their plan and see that it is noth-
ing but putting a squeeze on working
families and unwilling to cooperate
with the majority of people in this
country.
f

MEXICO NOT COOPERATING TO
HALT DRUG TRAFFICKING

(Mr. STEARNS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. STEARNS. Mr. Speaker, the For-
eign Assistance Act of 1986 mandates
that on March 1 the President must an-
nounce which nation will be officially
listed or certified as cooperating in the
effort to halt drug production and traf-
ficking. Mexico better not be on that
list.

It is imperative that we take action
against Mexico, that we finally denote

the country for what it is. Simply put,
Mexico has become a narco-state. Each
year, nearly three-quarters of all the
Colombian cocaine consumed by Amer-
icans flows across the 2,000-mile United
States-Mexican border.

Mr. Speaker, the President has the
opportunity to seize his accountability.
He has the opportunity to right some
of our wrongs. He has the opportunity
to effect change.

I urge him to act. America should
not certify Mexico.
f

EDUCATION IS THE KEY TO
REBUILDING THE MIDDLE CLASS

(Mr. BROWN of Ohio asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. BROWN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, it
is clear that the Gingrich revolution is
over. As Members of Congress returned
finally for work this week, all of us
have been hearing from voters in our
district, Republicans and Democrats
alike, that the voters are rejecting the
extremism of the Gingrich revolution,
rejecting Medicare cuts in order to pay
for tax breaks for the rich, rejecting re-
ducing safeguards on Medicaid, in nurs-
ing homes, nursing home standards,
again for tax breaks for the rich, cut-
ting student loans in order to pay for
tax breaks for people in this country
that do not need it.

Republican policies, Gingrich poli-
cies, over the last 12 months would cut
21⁄2 million students off direct student
loans, would deny Pell grants to 380,000
students, would deny 50,000 young peo-
ple the opportunity to serve their com-
munity while earning money for col-
lege, would deny 180,000 children access
to Head Start, again all in order to pay
for a tax break for the wealthiest peo-
ple in the country.

All evidence says that good edu-
cation is the key to rebuilding the mid-
dle class, putting people to work, giv-
ing people good wages, so they can
raise their families the way Americans
always have.
f

GINGRICH REVOLUTION JUST
BEGINNING

(Mr. SOLOMON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. SOLOMON. Mr. Speaker, I heard
the previous speaker from the other
side of the aisle, he was a Democrat,
say that the Gingrich revolution was
over?

Let us set the record straight right
now, ladies and gentlemen. The Ging-
rich revolution is the Reagan revolu-
tion. That revolution was temporarily
interrupted. It is about to begin again,
and the Gingrich revolution started
with the Contract With America.

Let me assure you one thing: We
have not been able to get all the Con-
tract With America through this Con-
gress. Come November, we are going to
elect a Republican President, and then
we are going to pass the Balanced
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