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referred to Fidel Castro as a cold-
blooded killer. The Cuban military
shootdown of two unarmed American
planes is not only a contemptible act of
depravity but also reaffirms Castro’s
title of cold-blooded Kkiller. The four
Americans citizens in small Cessnas
had no chance against the supersonic
war planes sent to intercept and de-
stroy them. For what crimes against
humanity were they destroyed? Their
crimes were in providing private hu-
manitarian assistance to the Cuban
refugees drifting in the open ocean.
This indecent act reaffirms those old
lessons of the cold war period that
Communist dictators are totally brutal
in their dealing with anyone weaker.
They will violate any international law
whenever it suits them. Shame on
those congressional Democrats who
have gone to Cuba in an attempt to
normalize relations with this brutal
dictator. Shame on President Clinton
for waiting for this tragedy before de-
ciding to support the Helms-Burton
Cuban liberty bill, of which I was an
original cosponsor. Mr. Speaker, it is
time for the President of the United
States to stop hiding behind the United
Nations and send a clear and forceful
message to Castro.

MAKE AMERICA STRONGER
THROUGH EDUCATION

(Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, during the recess | attended
an education forum in conjunction
with the Assistant Secretary for Ele-
mentary and Secondary Education Ger-
ald Tirozzi and Democratic leader Dick
GEPHARDT at Travis Elementary
School in my district in Houston, TX.
With the uncertainty over funding lev-
els for elementary and secondary edu-
cation programs and the likelihood of
deep budget cuts, schools all across our
country are having a difficult time
planning for next year and may even be
forced to lay off teachers. The imme-
diate result could be fewer teachers,
larger classes, and a decline in the
quality of education. We heard from
teachers, parents, school administra-
tors, police officers, as well as church
officials, who are scared to death that
their children will not be getting the
proper preparation they need to com-
pete and win in the new global market-
place.

We all believe in a balanced budget,
deficit reduction, and cutting bureauc-
racy, but we all agreed that cutting
education programs is the wrong way
to achieve these goals. How can we
make America stronger if we are not
willing to invest in the future of Amer-
ica, with our young people’s education?

Mr. Speaker, drastic cuts in title I,
Goals 2000, the Safe and Drug Free
Schools, and all other educational pro-
grams will cause irreparable harm not
just to students in Travis Elementary
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in my district but students all across
the country and Texas. It is wrong, and
we should not do it.

THE LOOMING ECONOMIC CRUNCH

(Mr. BALLENGER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. BALLENGER. Mr. Speaker,
President Clinton has now been in the
White House 3 years, 1 month, and 1
week. Under his watch, the national
debt has gone up, taxes have gone up,
and wages have remained stagnant.
What is up should be down and what is
down should be up.

Some economists now predict that
the economy is on the verge of a reces-
sion. | hope that they are wrong, but
let’s not fool ourselves. The Clinton ad-
ministration has pursued economic and
tax policies that slow growth and stifle
commercial activity. High taxes dis-
courage risk-takers from expanding
businesses, hiring new employees, or
from starting new businesses.

Since Clinton took over as President,
economic growth has been anemic and
clearly has not matched the expansion
we saw under President Reagan.

Americans are rightly concerned
about a looming economic crunch
caused by the antigrowth and pro-tax
policies of the Clinton administration.

LET US RETURN TO THE PEOPLE’S
BUSINESS

(Ms. DELAURO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, today
the House returns from a month-long
recess. Our return to work must begin
a turn toward the people’s business and
away from the extremist special inter-
est agenda that has dominated the first
14 months of this Congress.

The Republican majority has been in
power for over a year now. And what do
the American people have to show for
it? Has this Congress given working
men and women what they want and
need?

American families want to know
they can count on the secure dignified
retirement they have worked so hard
for. But Republicans in Congress want
to cut Medicare and Medicaid.

Hard-working American families
need a raise—so they can pay their
bills. But congressional Republicans
are cutting education and training at a
time when workers need better skills
to get a raise.

Mr. Speaker, in pursuit of their ex-
tremist agenda, the Republicans have
launched an assault on working Ameri-
cans struggling to get ahead. The
American people deserve better. Let us
put Congress where it belongs: back on
the side of hard-working American
families, not dancing to the tune of
special interests.
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UNCLE SAM RIPPED OFF AGAIN

(Mr. TRAFICANT asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. TRAFICANT. Mr. Speaker,
McDonnell-Douglas, the giant defense
contractor, once again has ripped off
Uncle Sam big time.

Check this out: For a 4- by 7-inch
door hook, $9,000; a 2- by 4-inch hinge,
$1,090; a small 4-inch handle, aluminum
handle, $1,200. Reports say they charge
in excess of 56 times the normal legal
rate.

And after all this, McDonnell-Doug-
las says, “This is a mistake. We are
very sorry.”” Mr. Speaker, beam me up.
This is no mistake. This is a crime, and
the criminals so responsible, that is
right, criminals should go right to jail.

Mr. Speaker, ‘“‘sorry’” don’t cut it. At
least it should not.

Yield back the balance of all this rip-
off.

DO NOT DEFAULT ON OUR DEBT
PAYMENTS

(Mr. KENNEDY of Massachusetts
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. KENNEDY of Massachusetts. Mr.
Speaker, I want to welcome back my
colleagues here in the House, particu-
larly the freshman Republicans. | par-
ticularly want to give a message of
hope to my colleagues over the issue of
the threatened default on our national
debt payments and the concerns that
many senior citizens across this coun-
try have that there is an agenda being
pursued by this House that will end up
forcing the default not only of our debt
payments but a default on our commit-
ment to Social Security as well.

I would just issue a warning that if
we begin to bounce the checks of our
Social Security payments to our com-
mitments to our senior citizens, the
senior citizens of this country might
very well come back and bounce the
freshman class. The truth of the mat-
ter is, if we are concerned about bal-
ancing the budget of this country, we
can get no less than five separate ver-
sions of a balanced budget passed on
the floor of this House today. It might
not be the particular version that the
freshman Republicans want, but it will
be a version that will look out after
the best interests of this country.

Mr. Speaker, let us balance the budg-
et. Let us not default on our debt pay-
ments.

LET US ADDRESS PROBLEMS
FAMILIES CARE ABOUT

(Mr. DURBIN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. Speaker, | guess |
am surprised my Republican colleagues
are not here today taking note of the
fact it was only a year ago that this
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House of Representatives was tied up
in a massive debate over the first 100
days of the new Gingrich Republican
leadership and the so-called Contract
With America. They were so proud of
this contract, we literally spent over 3
months on the floor dealing with 31
separate bills in the Contract With
America, and 3 of them became law, 3
out of 31, a colossal waste of time.

As a result, we fell behind in passing
spending bills, saw the Government
shut down for the longest periods in
our Nation’s history, and now the Re-
publicans suggest America may just
default on its national debt for the
very first time in our history. The
problem is that the Republicans in the
House have become irrelevant to work-
ing families across America. They are
concerned about the security of their
pensions, their health insurance, mak-
ing certain that they have a job, that
their kids can get a good college edu-
cation.

It is time for Congress to get down to
work, put aside the bad year that we
just finished, and on a bipartisan basis
address the problems that working
families really care about.

IT IS TIME TO GET DOWN TO
BUSINESS

(Mr. PALLONE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, we are
back now from a 3-week district work
period, and | think it is really impor-
tant that we get down to business.

My constituents that | visited at
town meetings and forums over the
last 3 weeks all indicated to me they
were tired of the Government shut-
downs, they were tired of the possibil-
ity of the Government going into de-
fault. They felt it was really incum-
bent upon the Republican leadership
and Speaker GINGRICH to get down to
business, forget about the extremist
agenda, and the effort to try to incul-
cate this extremist ideology, and in-
stead we should be working in the
House of Representatives to try to deal
with the economic problems the aver-
age American has.

There is still a lot of job instability
out there. There is downsizing taking
place in the corporate world in New
Jersey and throughout this country.
These are issues that we must be deal-
ing with.

We cannot continue to hold the Gov-
ernment hostage with possible Govern-
ment shutdowns or with the possibility
of getting into default. We simply have
to get down to business. That is the
message that must get across to the
Republican leadership here in the
House of Representatives. The time is
now to get the job done.

MISLEADING ADVERTISEMENTS—
GET YOUR GREEN CARDS HERE,
QUICK AND EASY
(Mr. STEARNS asked and was given

permission to address the House for 1
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minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. STEARNS. Mr. Speaker, | want
to share with my colleagues an adver-
tisement in the January issue of the
Orlando “TV and Visitors Guide.”” This
is in all the motel rooms in Orlando.

It claims that green cards are being
issued on a first come, first served
basis by making just one phone call.
Anyone can get one. The truth is that
it is not that easy, and private compa-
nies are charging money for a free serv-
ice. Workers are exploited by these
misleading and often illegitimate com-
panies.

This is just another example of the
problems of the immigration system
and how badly the broken system needs
to be fixed.

All too often, immigrants bring in
their so-called extended family who be-
come dependent upon the welfare state.
I am continually asked by my constitu-
ents, why is it so easy for noncitizens
to receive SSlI, food stamps and Medic-
aid, while they are having problems ob-
taining their benefits?

The system, Mr. Speaker, is being
abused, with the burden placed on our
hard-working citizens. Immigration
laws must be reformed to ensure
noncitizens are self-reliant, instead of
dependent upon the American tax-
payers.
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ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
DUNCAN). Pursuant to the provisions of
clause 5 of rule I, the Chair announces
that he will postpone further proceed-
ings today on each motion to suspend
the rules on which a recorded vote or
the yeas and nays are ordered or on
which the vote is objected to under
clause 4 of rule XV. Such rollcall votes,
if postponed, will be taken after debate
has concluded on all motions to sus-
pend the rules, but not before 5 p.m.
today.

NATIONAL TECHNOLOGY TRANS-
FER AND ADVANCEMENT ACT OF
1995

Mrs. MORELLA. Mr. Speaker, | move
to suspend the rules and concur in the
Senate amendments to the bill (H.R.
2196) to amend the Stevenson-Wydler
Technology Innovation Act of 1980 with
respect to inventions made under coop-
erative research and development
agreements, and for other purposes.

The Clerk read as follows:

Senate amendments:

Page 3, line 24, before ‘“‘field”” insert ‘‘pre-
negotiated”.

Page 5, line 4, strike out all after “‘only”
down to and including ‘“finds’” in line 5 and
insert ‘“‘in exceptional circumstances and
only if the Government determines’.

Page 5, after line 15 insert: “This deter-
mination is subject to administrative appeal
and judicial review under section 203(2) of
title 35, United States Code.”.
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Page 13, strike out lines 10 through 17 and
insert:

“Section 11(i) of the Stevenson-Wydler
Technology Innovation Act of 1980 (15 U.S.C.
3710(i)) is amended by inserting ‘loan, lease,
or’ before ‘give’.”.

Page 21, strike out all after line 22 over to
and including line 3 on page 22 and insert:

‘“(13) to coordinate Federal, State, and
local technical standards activities and con-
formity assessment activities, with private
sector technical standards activities and
conformity assessment activities, with the
goal of eliminating unnecessary duplication
and complexity in the development and pro-
mulgation of conformity assessment require-
ments and measures.”.

Page 22, lines 5 and 6, strike out ‘“by Janu-
ary 1, 1996,”” and insert ‘““within 90 days after
the date of enactment of this Act,”’.

Page 22, strike out all after line 7, over to
and including line 5 on page 23 and insert:

““(d) UTILIZATION OF CONSENSUS TECHNICAL

STANDARDS BY FEDERAL AGENCIES; RE-
PORTS.—
“(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in

paragraph (3) of this subsection, all Federal
agencies and departments shall use technical
standards that are developed or adopted by
voluntary consensus standards bodies, using
such technical standards as a means to carry
out policy objectives or activities deter-
mined by the agencies and departments.

““(2) CONSULTATION; PARTICIPATION.—InN car-
rying out paragraph (1) of this subsection,
Federal agencies and departments shall con-
sult with voluntary, private sector, consen-
sus standards bodies and shall, when such
participation is in the public interest and is
compatible with agency and departmental
missions, authorities, priorities, and budget
resources, participate with such bodies in
the development of technical standards.

““(3) ExcepTION.—If compliance with para-
graph (1) of this subsection is inconsistent
with applicable law or otherwise imprac-
tical, a Federal agency or department may
elect to use technical standards that are not
developed or adopted by voluntary consensus
standards bodies if the head of each such
agency or department transmits to the Of-
fice of Management and Budget an expla-
nation of the reasons for using such stand-
ards. Each year, beginning with fiscal year
1997, the Office of Management and Budget
shall transmit to Congress and its commit-
tees a report summarizing all explanations
received in the preceding year under this
paragraph.

‘“(4) DEFINITION OF TECHNICAL STANDARDS.—
As used in this subsection, the term ‘tech-
nical standards’ means performance-based or
design-specific technical specifications and
related management systems practices.”.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from
Maryland [Mrs. MORELLA] and the gen-
tleman from Tennessee [Mr. TANNER]
will each be recognized for 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Maryland [Mrs. MORELLA].

Mrs. MORELLA. Mr. Speaker, | yield
myself such time as | may consume.

Mr. Speaker, the House passed H.R.
2196 on December 12, 1995, by voice
vote. Subsequently, on February 7,
1996, the Senate passed H.R. 2196 with
an amendment. Today, we are prepared
to enact H.R. 2196, as amended, into
law.

The Senate-passed amendment was
negotiated in conjunction with this
body and has the support of the spon-
sors of the bill. The Senate amendment
is technical in nature, serves to clarify
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