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A CALL FOR FURTHER
INVESTIGATION

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of May
12, 1995, the gentleman from Penn-
sylvania [Mr. WELDON] is recognized for
60 minutes as the designee of the ma-
jority leader.

Mr. WELDON of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Speaker, | thank you for the time. |
will share my time with my friend and
colleague from California, Mr.
ROHRABACHER.

This is, if not the last night of this
session of the 104th Congress, it cer-
tainly is close to it. | should be rising
to display a happy sentiment about
what has happened because | am proud
of what we have done in this Congress.
I am proud of the work we have
achieved. 1 am proud that our party
has moved forward with a very aggres-
sive agenda.

But, unfortunately, | rise to talk
about something that to me is very
sad, Mr. Speaker, because it gets at the
heart of what this country is all about,
and it relates back to one of the rea-
sons why | got involved in public life in
the first place.

In 1972, Mr. Speaker, | was teaching
in public schools back in Pennsylvania,
and to be very frank, I was somewhat
dismayed when the investigation
showed here in Washington that the
President of my party, Richard Nixon,
tried to cover up a third-rate burglary.

Now, that was not a major felony,
but it was something that no one in
fact should be allowed to get away with
in this country, and in fact the system
worked. That gentleman who served in
the White House eventually had to step
down because this body did a very thor-
ough job in supporting an independent
prosecutor who went in and found out
that, yes, the President had in fact
tried to cover up a third-rate burglary.
And that is exactly what it was, and
that is all it was.

Mr. Speaker, the President of the
United States right now is about my
age, a little bit older than | am. We are
from the same generation. | understand
that his wife, the First Lady, was in-
volved in that investigation, was on
the team who went after Richard
Nixon, as a staff person, an idealist of
the sixties generation, as perhaps |
would characterize myself.

And here, Mr. Speaker, our paths now
cross. | am a Republican Member of
Congress and President Clinton and his
wife are in the White House. And while
I have been dismayed at many of the
actions of this administration and this
President, a President of my genera-
tion, nothing, Mr. Speaker, nothing
has outraged me as much as what I
have seen over the past several days.

The Attorney General of this country
suggested that we needed a special
prosecutor to investigate the
Whitewater case. Whether you believe
the facts in that situation or not, in a
bipartisan way we all agree, like we did
with those who were in office when
Richard Nixon was President, that this
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should best be handled by a special
prosecutor. The majority of the Mem-
bers in both bodies agreed that that
should be handled, especially if it po-
tentially involved the President and
First Lady, by a special prosecutor.

The special prosecutor has proceeded,
Mr. Speaker, and he has gotten some
convictions along the way, in fact,
some convictions of some formerly
very high ranking people in this ad-
ministration. Now, Mr. Speaker, 1
month before the election, the heat is
starting to be turned up on the White
House.
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And what really offends me, Mr.
Speaker, is that while we have an in-
vestigation being conducted by an
independent prosecutor, as we saw dur-
ing Richard Nixon’s era, we have a
President for the first time in the his-
tory of this country come out and
make public statements leading to the
possibility of pardon for those people
who, first of all, have been tried and
convicted by a jury of their peers.

Now, for those who say, well, it is the
right of the President to pardon those
who have done wrong, | would say | do
not disagree with that. But, Mr. Speak-
er, what we have here is something
that has never happened before in the
history of this country, a sitting Presi-
dent making public statements about a
case where the investigator is trying to
bring in witnesses who have refused to
testify, who have gone on national tel-
evision, who have been jailed because
they have not cooperated with the
Grand Jury and the special prosecutor,
and a President who has said publicly
that he has not yet thought about
whether or not a pardon would be con-
sidered.

Now, if you were one of those individ-
uals who has been convicted by a jury
of your peers for wrongdoing, and in
each of the cases of the convictions
they are for multiple counts, they are
not for one count, you would, | would
think, be very enlightened and heart-
ened by the comments of the President
of the United States that he thinks jus-
tice should prevail.

But then he goes on to say he has not
even thought about whether or not a
pardon should be considered. But even
worse than that, Mr. Speaker, he
comes out publicly and says that it is
commonly understood that the special
prosecutor is, in fact, pursuing politics
in his investigation of this situation.

Mr. Speaker, now | am not a lawyer.
| am one of the few Members of this
Congress that got here as a public
school teacher, as someone who got in-
volved in my community as a mayor
and then county commissioner and now
as a Member of Congress. But let me
tell you one thing | have learned about
our legal system, Mr. Speaker, and
that is when you attempt to affect
someone who is involved as a witness
or a potential witness in a criminal in-
vestigation, for every citizen in Amer-
ica that is called tampering with a wit-
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ness. Mr. Speaker, as a layperson and
not an attorney, that is a felony far
more grave than covering up a third-
rate burglary.

Mr. Speaker, if you or | or my fellow
citizens back in Delaware County or
across Pennsylvania were being
charged with something and had some
way of affecting a potential witness to
that case against us, and said that pub-
licly and tried to influence what that
individual may or may not say, they
could be charged with tampering with
a witness.

Mr. Speaker, that is illegal. That is
not allowed in this country. And for
the President of the United States to
lay out the possibility of a pardon for
someone who was making herself to be
a national folk hero, after she was con-
victed by a jury of her peers for having
done wrong, along with her husband
who was convicted of many more
counts, and who currently is in prison
because she is saying she does not want
to cooperate, is tampering with a wit-
ness.

Mr. Speaker, that is outrageous, and
that is why | got involved in public life
in the first place back in my county,
back in the 1970’s, when | first ran for
mayor of my town. | was upset with
the way the system was working. | was
upset that a President could think that
he could be above the law and that he
could cover up any third-rate burglary
and get away with it.

But President Nixon did not do that
during the course of the investigation.
His crime was covering up. It was Ger-
ald Ford, the next President who, in
fact, gave a pardon which caused him
to be defeated.

Now, Mr. Speaker, some would say
this is sour grapes, you are just a Re-
publican and all you want to do is beat
up on the President because it is so
close to the election. Mr. Speaker, that
is not my reason for being here. In fact,
let me read you some guotes that ap-
peared in the national media this past
week in response to what this Presi-
dent has done.

First of all, let me quote Richard
Cohen. Richard Cohen is a columnist
for the Washington Post, and anyone
who reads the Washington Post knows
that Richard Cohen is not exactly what
you would call a conservative col-
umnist. In fact, he is thought to be
rather to the left in terms of his posi-
tions on issues.

Mr. Cohen, in an article this past
week, likened Mr. Clinton’s anti-Starr
campaign to the Watergate era when
Richard Nixon fired his nemesis, Archi-
bald Cox.

This is the quote from Richard
Cohen. “Personal attacks on the inde-
pendent counsel or appeals to partisan
chauvinism hardly reassure me,” Mr.
Cohen wrote in a column this week. To
go on and quote him further, ‘It seems
to me | have heard this song before, in
1972 to be exact.”

Now, this is not the gentleman from
Pennsylvania, CURT WELDON, Repub-
lican. This is not the gentleman from
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Georgia, NEWT GINGRICH, Speaker. This
is not the gentleman from New York,
BiLL PAXON, chairman of the congres-
sional committee, or even Bob Dole,
Republican candidate. This is Richard
Cohen, columnist in the Washington
Post, likening the President’s actions,
Mr. Speaker, to those of 1972 when
Richard Nixon was, in fact, in office.

But let us go beyond Richard Cohen
Mr. Speaker. How about the New York
Times? The New York Times is not ex-
actly the Washington Times. It is not
known for its conservative principles,
its conservative thinking, or its con-
servative editorials. What did the New
York Times editorial page say this
week in response to what this leader of
our country did in terms of his public
statements in regard to the
Whitewater situation and Special Pros-
ecutor Starr?

The Times blasted the President for
his verbal shots at Mr. Starr this past
Monday during a PBS interview when
the President was being interviewed
and for his discussion of the pardon
process while ex-Whatewater partner
Susan McDougal refuse to testify be-
fore a Federal Grand Jury. And this is
what the New York Times said, Mr.
Speaker.

“Both comments create the impres-
sion that it is the White House that
wants to use partisan thrusts to dis-
rupt the legal process, not Mr. Starr
and others, who remain legitimately
curious about the full story of
Whitewater.”

Again, Mr. Speaker, this was not Re-
publicans in this body, this was not
Bob Dole or Jack Kemp. This was the
New York Times in an editorial this
week, Mr. Speaker.

Let us go further, Mr. Speaker, and
let us talk about Daniel Schorr. Daniel
Schorr, who covered Watergate for CBS
News and now does commentary on Na-
tional Public Radio, said, “The Presi-
dent’s answers to PBS anchor Jim
Lehrer were designed to put Mr. Starr
on the defensive and keep McDougal
hopeful. His game is to keep Starr on
the defense. | think he is having some
success in doing that,”” said Mr. Schorr.
“What serves Clinton’s purpose very
well,”” and I am quoting him, *is to
just leave open the possibility of a par-
don,” he said. *““It leaves the defendants
some incentive not to give away the
Clintons.”

Which | think the President perhaps
knows could happen. That is not the
quote, by the way, | am adding my own
editorial comment. | will get back to
the quote.

“When you look at the words, you
can’t have a problem with it. It’s not
what he said, it’s what he didn’t say.”

Mr. Speaker, this President is very
clever sometimes at not necessarily
saying or conveying directly what he
means, but using whatever he says to
convey some other meaning, and that
is exactly what Daniel Schorr is saying
the President is doing in this particu-
lar situation.

We could go on to the Wall Street
Journal, and some would say, well, the
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Wall Street Journal is more conserv-
ative, and | would agree with that pub-
licly, but | will still quote Paul Gigot,
a Wall Street Journal columnist, who
said, and | quote, “It sure wasn’t ap-
propriate.” Continuing the quote, “‘It
seemed to me that he was holding out
hope to Susan McDougal about the
prospect of a pardon, which is an inter-
ference with the Starr investigation.”

Mr. Speaker, what we have seen hap-
pen in this country this past week may
not sway the election. It may not help
or hurt this President in his efforts to
be reelected to a second term. But I
can tell you one thing, Mr. Speaker, as
a child of the 1960’s, close to this Presi-
dent’s age, as someone who got in-
volved in public life because | was fed
up when | saw a sitting President try
to cover up a third-rate burglary and
who was offended that he was from my
party, so | got involved, that | am out-
raged. | am incensed that this individ-
ual would think that he has the ability
to so blatantly in the public process
leave the option open for a pardon.

Mr. Speaker, when this happened this
week, even though | am not on the ap-
propriate committees, | felt that | had
to do something, and so | did. | am here
tonight, Mr. Speaker, to announce
what | have done. | drafted a letter,
Mr. Speaker, 2 days ago. | would like to
read the letter which will go to this
President tomorrow.

“Dear Mr. President. We are shocked
and alarmed by several of your recent
statements about the ongoing inves-
tigation of independent counsel, Ken-
neth Starr, and the possibility that
several of the figures involved in the
Whitewater affair might receive Presi-
dential pardons.

“Accordingly, we write to ask for
your assistance with two very specific
issues. First, we ask for your assurance
that Jim and Susan McDougal, Jim
Guy Tucker and other individuals asso-
ciated with the Whitewater affair will
not receive presidential pardons of any
sort. This is particularly important in
the case of Susan McDougal, who re-
mains in jail on contempt charges.
Even the hint of a possible pardon
smacks of interference on your part in
the important work of the independent
counsel. Leaving the door open for a
pardon at some point represents, as
Richard Cohen in a recent Washington
Post column correctly observes, ‘a
whisper of an offer,” of a pardon.

‘“Second, we request that you make
public the evidence which supports
your contention that Susan McDougal
is being held in jail on contempt be-
cause she refuses to lie about the First
Lady and you. This is an extremely se-
rious charge about the integrity of
Kenneth Starr. If there is even a grain
of truth to support this charge, you
should produce that ‘evidence’ imme-
diately or withdraw your claim.

“These are issues of the gravest im-
portance that speak directly to the in-
tegrity of the independent counsel and
the investigation he is undertaking. We
look forward to your response on these
two critical issues. Sincerely.”
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Mr. Speaker, when | drafted the let-
ter on Wednesday | thought | would
bring it over and get some of my
friends who | thought would be con-
cerned about this to sign this letter
with me, but | was prepared to sign it
myself.

Mr. Speaker, in 2 hours on the floor
of this House, and | had not talked and
still have not talked to anyone in the
leadership, including the Speaker or
the other leaders who are not involved
and aware of what | am doing, | was
able to collect 185 signatures, from 185
representatives all across this country,
from every State in this Union. And
that was in 2 hours yesterday and a
half-hour on the floor today. And dur-
ing that time period, 185 elected offi-
cials, representing almost one-half of
the population of this Nation agree
with me, Mr. Speaker, that this has got
to be stopped.

No one is above the law in America,
even someone who can look in the cam-
era and with a straight face say that he
will wait until the process is over and
that, in fact, it is political, without
providing any bit of evidence to sup-
port that claim.

Mr. Speaker, some would say, well,
you are just a Republican and all you
got were those conservative Repub-
licans to support you in signing that
letter. Mr. Speaker, | will admit the
overwhelming majority of these signa-
tures are Republican.

I can tell you one month before an
election it would be extremely difficult
to get any member of the President’s
party to sign a letter of this type that
basically confronts him directly and
asks him to respond.
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But, Mr. Speaker, it is a bipartisan
letter. In fact, three Democrats joined
with us in saying to this President, put
up or shut up. If you have no evidence
of political involvement on the part of
the special prosecutor, then shut your
mouth. And stop going around the
country attempting to provide support
for someone who has been convicted by
her peers and who sits in jail on con-
tempt charges because you are fearful
that she might say something that will
implicate you and your wife.

Mr. Speaker, 185 Members of this
body signed this letter. The letter is
still open and my colleagues and our
colleagues, | would hope, who want to
sign this letter can do so by calling my
office this evening, | will be there; as
well as calling tomorrow, | will be in
there again. And | will let them sign
the letter there or on the House floor,
because | think we have to make a
statement, Mr. Speaker.

Back to my days in 1972, when | got
involved because the leader of my
party tried to cover up a third-rate
burglary, and now we have a situation
where our sitting President flaunts his
ability to do what every citizen in this
country cannot do and that is intimi-
date or somehow affect what a witness
will say in a grand jury proceeding and
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make allegations about political impli-
cations of Special Prosecutor Starr
with no evidence presented to back
what he is saying publicly.

Mr. Speaker, the Republicans who
signed this letter are no conservatives.
They are moderates, and many of them
would be considered to the left in our
party, Members who supported this
President on issues as | have. | have
voted with this President on family
and medical leave and voted with him
on anti-strike breaker and voted with
him on environmental issues and voted
with him on more funding for the poor,
$100 million plus up in the community
action agency program and supported
him when he has been right. But | will
not stand in this body and allow any-
one to think that because of their of-
fice they can manipulate the system in
such a way that he will hope that
through the next 5 weeks that this
woman will just stay quiet and not be
involved because there is that possibil-
ity out there of a presidential pardon.

Mr. Speaker, | would say that we
need to have this President come be-
fore the American people and do what
he has not done very well, and that is
be honest with the people about his in-
tentions.

All he has to say publicly is, I will
not issue a pardon for Jim or Susan
McDougal, for Jim Guy Tucker or any-
one else. | will let the process work. If
he says that, he has solved our problem
and we will let the process work as it
did with Richard Nixon.

Mr. President, again, as a child of the
1960’s, as someone who is very close in
age to this President, | am absolutely
outraged at what is occurring. | think
that this body has got to take action
and this letter will help accomplish
that.

With that | yield to the gentleman
from California [Mr. ROCHRABACHER].

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. CoL-
LINS of Georgia). The Chair reminds all
Members, they must address their re-
marks to the Chair.

Mr. ROHRABACHER. Mr. Speaker, |
would like to ask my friend from Penn-
sylvania, perhaps he could explain, per-
haps he could explain for the record ex-
actly what the Whitewater investiga-
tion is all about. Some people who have
heard Whitewater do not fully under-
stand that what we are really talking
about here is the looting of a savings
and loan institution in Arkansas. Basi-
cally a clique, a small political clique
in Arkansas who ran that State are ba-
sically being accused of looting the
savings and loan that was guaranteed
by the taxpayers. Once that savings
and loan, Madison Savings and Loan
went belly up, then we got stuck, the
American taxpayers got stuck for tens
of millions of dollars that then were
needed to pay off the debts of the bank-
rupt savings and loan.

All of the activities that are going on
concerning Whitewater, basically the
roadblocks that are being put up and
the stonewalling that is happening and
the various attempts to attack the spe-
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cial prosecutor and to prevent people
from getting evidence, that basically is
happening as part of an attempt to
thwart the investigation of the looting
of a savings and loan, is that not cor-
rect?

Mr. WELDON of Pennsylvania. The
gentleman is very familiar with the
case. | am not on the appropriate Com-
mittee on House Oversight but | have
followed it during my process. As | un-
derstand it, that is exactly what hap-
pened. It was a looting of a savings and
loan.

That is why the special prosecutor
was set up and comparing it to what
happened in the 1970’s, it was a biparti-
san effort to see whether or not the
President, who was of my party and of
the gentleman’s party, in fact did
something that violated the basic trust
of the American people, and we found
that he did. What bothers me the most
is that the President’s wife at that
time was leading the effort to uncover
the President and what he had done.

And now we have a situation where
the President has gone far beyond, far,
far beyond the coverup of a third-rate
burglary. Tampering with a Federal
witness is a felony. To lay out the pos-
sibility of a pardon, while there is a
person who is incarcerated because she
will not respond to a request by a le-
gitimate judge and special prosecutor
in this country, is a felonious act. | am
not a lawyer but that is what it is. |
have asked people. It is an outrage that
this country should not allow to hap-
pen. In my mind this action makes
Richard Nixon look like a Sunday
school teacher in comparison in terms
of what has occurred this week.

Mr. ROHRABACHER. Mr. Speaker, in
1992, when then-Governor Clinton was
kicking off his presidential campaign, |
have a distant memory of that event.
And recently someone called my atten-
tion to the subject matter that he used
to kick off his presidential campaign. |
am not sure if my friend from Penn-
sylvania is aware of what the central
theme of the President’s first campaign
speech was, but it was honesty in gov-
ernment. And he used as an example of
the terrible dishonesty that was going
on in the Federal Government, he used
the savings and loan scandal as the
basis for his charge of the corruption
that was going on in Washington, DC.

I believe that it is ironic at best, it is
ironic today for us to be confronted
with stonewalling and roadblocks being
thrown into the path of a special pros-
ecutor who is attempting to come to
grips and to follow the leads that are
necessary to bring to justice those peo-
ple who were involved with the looting
of a savings and loan institution that
cost the taxpayers tens of millions of
dollars.

Some people have said that the Presi-
dent, that this President, President
Bill Clinton, has more chutzpah in the
history of this country. There are a lot
of reasons for saying that. He did have
enough chutzpah, for example, to try
to change the language when he tried
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to say that taxes were contributions
and Federal spending all of a sudden
became investments. It took a lot of
chutzpah to be able to try to face the
American people and try to say that,
convince them that taxation is really
contribution and Federal spending is
really investment and in some way fool
them into the reality that that was dif-
ferent.

It takes a lot of chutzpah for a Presi-
dent who began his presidential cam-
paign on the theme of honesty in gov-
ernment and attacking this savings
and loan scandal to now be engaged in
the type of tactics that you have just
outlined, to try to basically thwart an
investigation into the savings and loan
scandal that was taking place right in
Arkansas. Of course, he would suggest
that it was happening right underneath
his nose but he did not know anything
about it and that his wife, although
deeply involved in the law firm that
had some of these accounts and dealt
with people who were dealing with the
savings and loan, that she of course
knew nothing about it as well. This
does take some chutzpah.

It also takes some chutzpah, as they
say, for the same President to simply
shrug off miraculous happenings that
have been going on during this inves-
tigation. For example, most people
have probably forgotten by now the mi-
raculous appearance of Hillary Clin-
ton’s billing records for the Rose Law
Firm that just were, had disappeared
for about a year and then like a mir-
acle appeared in the living quarters of
the first family in the White House.

These things were either a miracle or
someone consciously did these things.
It just seems that the press is willing
to ignore that, but if a Republican like
Richard Nixon would have been in-
volved in something as blatant as this,
it would not be a matter for a chuckle,
it would be a matter for questions and
follow-up questions and a dogged inves-
tigation from that moment on.

Mr. WELDON of Pennsylvania. |
would say to my friend and colleague
that | think this is the straw that
breaks the camel’s back, because now
we have the American people seeing
through what has been going on here
and we have an instance where you
have a major columnist for the Wash-
ington Post, the New York Times edi-
torial board, Daniel Schorr, the Wall
Street Journal, editorial papers across
the country, my own local paper in my
county has been so incensed with the
President that when he visited Phila-
delphia this past Wednesday, they
broke their tradition and editorially
endorsed his opponent the day he came
to Philadelphia.

This is incensing people who have
worked with this President, and |
wanted to yield to the gentleman from
California [Mr. HORN], who just came
over here, because like me and perhaps
unlike some of our other Members of
our caucus, he and | worked with this
President on issues. He and | have sup-
ported him on environmental prior-
ities. He and | have supported him on
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issues affecting those things that we
maybe differ with our caucus a little
bit. And now it has got us to the point
where we are incensed and outraged be-
cause perhaps in our, | will let the gen-
tleman speak for himself but in my
case, 1972 was a turning point because
it displayed the arrogance that one
person could have in thinking that
they were above the people and above
the laws that all of us have to live
under. What he has done in this case is
he has gone beyond the limit.

| yield to the gentleman from Cali-
fornia [Mr. HOrN] who, by the way,
came over to sign the letter. We now
have 186 signatures and, Mr. Speaker, |
would urge our colleagues sitting in
their offices who have not signed from
either party to come over to the floor.
The letter is here and, Mr. Speaker, |
would encourage their constituents
back home, Mr. Speaker, if they would
like to make sure they communicate
that, that would be appropriate be-
cause many of them are in their offices
this very evening and phone calls to
them might prod them to come over.

Mr. DORNAN. If | could just have 10
seconds, did you notice the front page
of the most truthful paper calls it a
curt letter with a small “‘c.” First, |
looked and | said, hey, CURT’s name
should be capitalized here. They meant
it was a rather brief, succinct letter.
What should we be doing, dripping with
honey and with treacle running down
our back and tell him, do not pardon
these people?

Mr. WELDON of Pennsylvania. My
point is, this is something | did not
want to have to do on the last day of
the session, which should not be in this
mode, but, Mr. Speaker, this is it. It is
the last chance for us to speak out.

Mr. HORN. Mr. Speaker, | thank the
gentleman from Pennsylvania. | hap-
pened to be working here on another
bill that we are putting through the
Senate, and we have already put
through here. | heard your remarks and
| think they are frankly the most bril-
liant remarks |1 have heard since be-
coming a Member of Congress in Janu-
ary 1993. You are absolutely right. You
are absolutely digging into the right
aspects of this.

What we have is the intimidation of
the chief executive of the United
States, of the judicial branch of the
United States Government. What you
have described, which is true, is abso-
lutely unheard of. | think every Amer-
ican citizen should share your and our
outrage that are talking about this
subject tonight. It is absolutely shame-
less conduct. As you say, if you have
some evidence on the special counsel,
produce it or quit the nonsense and the
PR and the charm going around this
country.

I gave the gentleman a question |
wrote out a few days ago on this very
subject, which is what should be put to
all candidates in the national debates.
If the press sits in that debate and does
not put the question, and | have put it
about as succinctly as | can there, then
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I think you are doing the people a dis-
service before they vote in November,
because what you described, your
hunches, your instincts are absolutely
correct.

I have spent a year and a half with
Chairman CLINGER of the Committee
on Government Reform and Oversight.
I am chairman of one of the relevant
subcommittees on this matter. On
Filegate, Travelgate, call it anything
you want in the Watergate tradition,
what we have seen there is the most
cruel treatment to civil servants, if
you will, in quotes, who have served
numerous presidents of both parties,
were doing their job. And suddenly the
Arkansas gang said, hey, we would like
those jobs. Everybody knows any
President can come in and fire anybody
he wants. But this presidency knew
that those people were respected by the
media, so charges were trumped up and
the FBI, | am sorry to say, was brought
into the matter and even told what to
write hither and yon.

When you look at that record that
Chairman CLINGER, who regretfully is
retiring from this institution, brought
out, his instincts were right in the
spring of 1993; he knew something was
wrong. And there is a law on the books
that says, if so many, seven or eight of
us on Government Operations, as it was
at that time, sign, requesting the exec-
utive branch to produce the papers, we
can do it.
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And we did it, and we were stiffed
every single week for weeks. Now our
friends on the other side say, ‘““Well,
gee, why are you bringing this up in an
election year?”” Well, if they produced
the documents that the law says they
should have produced, we would have
had that thing wound up in 1993 and
1994.

Now some of us are objective on that
committee. And | will tell you, | did
not know CHRIS SHAYS until | came
here, but | never was so proud to serve
with an individual in my life as CHRIS
SHAYS. In the previous Congress, when
you had the HUD scandal that occurred
under the Reagan administration, he,
as a Republican, went after the wit-
nesses to get the truth, just like any of
us should, regardless of who is in the
White House.

What we want is the truth. That is
what Chairman CLINGER wanted. That
is what | wanted. That is what most of
us on the committee wanted. And slow-
ly we are getting it. But it is dribbled
out to us after subpoena, after sub-
poena is issued, after we have to
threaten them with contempt of Con-
gress, after passing a resolution here
which could mean jail time, and finally
it is dribbled out.

And as my colleague from California
knows, just the most amazing amount
of miracles appear. Papers; it is like
Peter Pan is running around dropping
records on tables, and suddenly people
come in and find them. You know, it is
unbelievable, and where is the media to
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do the hard work that Woodward and
Bernstein did which brought them the
appropriate prizes because they were
right on the track? They nailed it
down. And where is the help to nail it
down?

But | commend you for raising this
subject, because it is on everybody’s
mind, and each presidential candidate
should be asked that question.

Mr. WELDON of Pennsylvania. |
thank my colleague.

Mr. HORN. And | would like to put
the question in the—

Mr. WELDON of Pennsylvania. Put
that question in the RECORD, Mr.
speaker.

The question referred to is as follows:

Mr. President: Will you promise the Amer-
ica people that if you are re-elected, or even
if you should lose in November, that you
will, under no circumstances, use the Presi-
dential pardon power to pardon either Jim
McDougal, or Susan McDougal, or Jim Guy
Tucker, or any member, present or former,
of the White House staff, or any member of
your own family, or any other person that
the Independent Counsel may investigate or
prosecute?

Potential follow-ups: Will you promise to
resign if you should use the pardon power?

Why will you not give a straight answer to
this very simple question?

And | would just say to him that
CHRIS SHAYS, in fact, signed the letter,
as did many other moderate Repub-
licans who stood up when there was a
HUD scandal in the Reagan adminis-
tration, asked the tough questions,
went to the wall to go through the in-
vestigation in a bipartisan way, just as
bipartisan Members did, Republicans
and Democrats back in 1972.

And | would just ask the gentleman
who has been involved in the oversight
committee in this area, that individual
who had, as you say, trumped up
charges brought against him that basi-
cally ruined his career and his family
and caused him to spend hundreds and
thousands of dollars, Billy Dale; that
led to a trial, also Ilike Susan
McDougal.

Would the gentleman tell me what
the outcome of that trial was and how
quickly the verdict came down?

Mr. HORN. It came within, | believe,
2 hours. It was a very quick verdict,
and the sad thing is, after they
wrecked not only Billy Dale’s reputa-
tion, but other members of the Travel
Office staff, they wrecked their reputa-
tions, and they cost hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars collectively on the part
of the individuals who were in that
Travel Office, and, as | said earlier,
they served Democratic and Repub-
lican administrations with good faith
and efficiency, yet they were dragged
out of the White House, told to get out
of there by 5 o’clock, a station wagon
comes up, they are lying on the floor as
they are taken out.

I mean it was something that would
happen in the Soviet Union, for Heav-
en’s sake, and this has happened in 13
acres downtown. The White House of
the United States; it is supposed to
epitomize democracy. And talk about
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the misuse of institutions of the Gov-
ernment. As was true of the Nixon ad-
ministration, they misused the FBI.
And when we get into Filegate, that is
a whole other story we ought to——

Mr. WELDON of Pennsylvania. And
what the gentleman did not mention
was, that verdict that came down with-
in 2 hours was a complete and total ac-
quittal, unlike Susan McDougal, who
went on television after a jury of her
peers convicted her, | believe, of four
counts and her husband of 18 or 19
counts. Unlike Susan McDougal, Billy
Dale was acquitted by a jury of his
peers of all charges within 2 hours. But
his reputation was ruined.

Mr. Speaker, this kind of action is
not America. We did not tolerate this
when Richard Nixon was the president.
We came together as a country and
said this is not the kind of leadership
that should be leading America. And in
this case, this President had better an-
swer for his actions and withdraw his
political statements, answer whether
or not he will pardon, or he should step
aside, or this country should take ac-
tion to remove him from office based
on his actions in this situation.

Mr. ROHRABACHER. | think the
President’s action concerning the
Travelgate affair does indeed show the
character of the individual we are now
talking about who happens to be Presi-
dent of the United States.

I worked in the White House for 7
years and knew Billy Dale very well,
and the public should understand
whom we are talking about here. We
are not talking about a political ap-
pointee, who was appointed by the Re-
publicans, who happened to be a hold-
over. No.

Billy Dale is a civil servant. He is a
veteran who ran an office in the White
House that had served President Carter
as well as President Ford and as well as
Ronald Reagan, a man who is just a
civil servant like other civil servants,
whose patriotism is demonstrated in
the hard work and long hours that he
takes in a job that is different than
other civil service jobs, because he had
to travel with the President, he had to
make sure things are done.

Sometimes they work until mid-
night, but as a civil servant, he does
not get overtime pay. This is someone
whose patriotism was expressed in the
fact that he was doing his very best job
for those who held the office.

And that is the way it was with all
those folks down in the travel office;
we knew that. They were regular
human beings, they were people that,
you know, spend their times with their
family and churches, and they are to-
tally nonpolitical. You could always go
to them with a problem, and they were
there to help.

Well, these people were fired precipi-
tously when President Clinton became
President. Now why were they fired?
Well, we know now that they were fired
because the President had some cronies
that he wanted to put in the office. One
was an attractive female, and one had

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

to do with a crony who basically was
engaged in a travel company that
wanted to get contracts, that had
something to do with who was handling
the travel office.

Well, before we can do that, of
course, we have to get rid of these just
average Americans. But who cares
about them? Who cares about these
civil servants?

What is significant is not only the
President was off base and that the
White House was off base in this mat-
ter, but that once that act happened,
once it happened, it was a wrong thing
to do.

Instead of admitting that they made
a mistake, the White House set out to
destroy these people, to destroy them,
not just to fire them, but to charge
then with improprieties and illegalities
and to actually bring legal and crimi-
nal charges against them to utterly de-
stroy them. In order to what? In order
to make sure there was no political
damage for the President for making a
wrong decision.

This is the nature of the person who
is occupying the Presidency of the
United States today. This is wrong.
This indicates an arrogance; it indi-
cates an absolute disregard for other
human beings. How can you look at an-
other human being and treat them in
that way? | would not treat my en-
emies in that way. | would not charge
my enemies with crimes that they did
not commit in order to gain some type
of upsmanship in a political match. |
would not do that.

This is even worse than that. This is
charging a civil servant with crimes in
order to give yourself a political ad-
vantage, someone who is not even your
political enemy.

Let us just note that this wrongdoing
was recognized almost immediately by
the jury, and within 2 hours, as we
said, Billy Dale and these loyal civil
servants, these loyal Americans who
had worked their lives out in this par-
ticular spot in the White House, they
were totally exonerated, and then what
was the President’s action?

When we tried to ensure that these
people would not have to sell their
homes, that these people would not
have to have all of their life savings
drained away because they had to have
such legal bills, what then did the
President do? Do you remember?

The President at first agreed, OK—
well, through his spokesman—well,
yeah, we will sign the bill if the Con-
gress passes a bill to take care of their
legal fees, and then he took it back.
And then he took it back because he
says he wants the legal fees of these
people who were charged with criminal
activity themselves to be paid by the
Government or we cannot take care of
these people who were just absolutely
victims of his own misdeeds.

Mr. WELDON of Pennsylvania. The
gentleman is absolutely correct, and
the actions there are appalling to those
Members who have been involved in
looking at this situation, and it has
just been devastating for that family.
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