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b 1509
Mr. MATSUI, Ms. PELOSI, Ms.

WOOLSEY, and Mr. BERMAN changed
their vote from ‘‘yea’’ to ‘‘nay.’’

Mr. KENNEDY of Rhode Island
changed his vote from ‘‘nay’’ to ‘‘yea.’’

So (two-thirds having voted in favor
thereof) the rules were suspended and
the Senate bill was passed.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

f

ANNUAL REPORT OF RAILROAD
RETIREMENT BOARD—MESSAGE
FROM THE PRESIDENT OF THE
UNITED STATES

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following message
from the President of the United
States; which was read and, together
with the accompanying papers, without
objection, referred to the Committee
on Transportation and Infrastructure
and the Committee on Ways and
Means:

To the Congress of the United States:
I transmit herewith the Annual Re-

port of the Railroad Retirement Board
for Fiscal Year 1995, pursuant to the
provisions of section 7(b)(6) of the Rail-
road Retirement Act and section 12(1)
of the Railroad Unemployment Insur-
ance Act.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON.
THE WHITE HOUSE, September 27, 1996.

f

ANNUAL REPORT OF FEDERAL
LABOR RELATIONS AUTHORITY—
MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT
OF THE UNITED STATES

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following message
from the President of the United
States; which was read and, together
with the accompanying papers, without
objection, referred to the Committee
on Government Reform and Oversight:

To the Congress of the United States:
In accordance with section 701 of the

Civil Service Reform Act of 1978 (Pub-
lic Law 95–454; 5 U.S.C. 7104(e)), I have
the pleasure of transmitting to you the
Seventeenth Annual Report of the Fed-
eral Labor Relations Authority for Fis-
cal Year 1995.

The report includes information on
the cases heard and decisions rendered
by the Federal Labor Relations Au-
thority, the General Counsel of the Au-
thority, and the Federal Service Im-
passes Panel.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON.
THE WHITE HOUSE, September 27, 1996.

f

FAMILY-FRIENDLY WORKPLACE
ACT OF 1996—MESSAGE FROM
THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED
STATES (H. DOC NO. 104–270)

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following message
from the President of the United
States; which was read and, together
with the accompanying papers, without
objection, referred to the Committee
on Education and Economic Opportuni-
ties and ordered to be printed:
To the Congress of the United States:

I am pleased to transmit today for
consideration and passage the ‘‘Fam-
ily-Friendly Workplace Act of 1996.’’
Also transmitted is a section-by-sec-
tion analysis. This legislative proposal

is vital to American workers, offering
them a meaningful and flexible oppor-
tunity to balance successfully their
work and family responsibilities.

The legislation would offer workers
more choice and flexibility in finding
ways to earn the wages they need to
support their families while also spend-
ing valuable time with their families.
In particular, the legislation would
allow eligible employees who work
overtime to receive compensatory time
off—with a limit of up to 80 hours per
year—in lieu of monetary compensa-
tion. In addition, the legislation con-
tains explicit protections against coer-
cion by employers and abuses by unsta-
ble or unscrupulous businesses.

The legislation also would amend the
Family and Medical Leave Act of 1993.
This statute currently allows eligible
workers at businesses with 50 or more
employees to take up to 12 weeks of un-
paid, job-protected leave to care for a
newborn child, attend to their own se-
rious health needs, or care for a seri-
ously ill parent, child, or spouse. Al-
though enactment of this statute was a
major step forward in helping families
balance work and family obligations,
the law does not address many situa-
tions that working families typically
confront. The enclosed legislation
would cover more of these situations,
thereby enhancing workers’ ability to
balance their need to care for their
children and elderly relatives without
sacrificing their employment obliga-
tions. Under the expanded law, workers
could take up to 24 hours of unpaid
leave each year to fulfill additional,
specified family obligations, which
would include participating in school
activities that relate directly to the
academic advancement of their chil-
dren, accompanying children or elderly
relatives to routine medical appoint-
ments, and attending to other health
or care needs of elderly relatives.

I urge the Congress to give this legis-
lation favorable consideration.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON.
THE WHITE HOUSE, September 27, 1996.
f

DOS PALOS LAND CONVEYANCE
Mr. SMITH of Michigan. Mr. Speak-

er, I move to suspend the rules and
pass the bill (H.R. 4041) to authorize
the Secretary of Agriculture to convey
a parcel of unused agricultural land in
Dos Palos, CA, to the Dos Palos Ag
Boosters for use as a farm school.

The Clerk read as follows:
H.R. 4041

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. LAND CONVEYANCE, UNUSED AGRI-

CULTURAL LAND, DOS PALOS, CALI-
FORNIA.

(a) CONVEYANCE AUTHORIZED.—Notwith-
standing any other provision of law, includ-
ing section 335(c) of the Consolidated Farm
and Rural Development Act (7 U.S.C. 1985(c)),
the Secretary of Agriculture may convey to
the Dos Palos Ag Boosters of Dos Palos, Cali-
fornia, all right, title, and interest of the
United States in and to a parcel of real prop-
erty (including improvements thereon) held
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by the Secretary that consists of approxi-
mately 22 acres and is located at 18296 Elgin
Avenue, Dos Palos, California, to be used as
a farm school for the education and training
of students and beginning farmers regarding
farming. Any such conveyance shall be final
with no future liability accruing to the Sec-
retary of Agriculture.

(b) CONSIDERATION.—As consideration for
the conveyance under subsection (a), the
transferee shall pay to the Secretary an
amount equal to the fair market value of the
parcel conveyed under subsection (a).

(c) ALTERNATIVE TRANSFEREE.—At the re-
quest of the Dos Palos Ag Boosters, the Sec-
retary may make the conveyance authorized
by subsection (a) to the Dos Palos School
District.

(d) DETERMINATION OF FAIR MARKET VALUE
AND PROPERTY DESCRIPTION.—The Secretary
shall determine the fair market value of the
parcel to be conveyed under subsection (a).
The exact acreage and legal description of
the parcels shall be determined by a survey
satisfactory to the Secretary. The cost of
any such survey shall be borne by the trans-
feree.

(e) ADDITIONAL TERMS AND CONDITIONS.—
The Secretary may require such additional
terms and conditions in connection with the
conveyance under this section as the Sec-
retary considers appropriate to protect the
interests of the United States.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Michigan [Mr. SMITH] and the gen-
tleman from California [Mr. CONDIT]
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Michigan [Mr. SMITH].

Mr. SMITH of Michigan. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield myself such time as I may
consume.

Mr. Speaker, we expect this to be
very short, very quick. The bill as in-
troduced by the gentleman from Cali-
fornia [Mr. CONDIT] on September 10 is
a noncontroversial land sale that has
the support of the local community,
the Department of Agriculture, the
Democrats and the Republicans.

Mr. Speaker, I include the following
letter for the RECORD:

U.S. CONGRESS,
CONGRESSIONAL BUDGET OFFICE,
Washington, DC, September 26, 1996.

Hon. PAT ROBERTS,
Chairman, Committee on Agriculture,
House of Representatives, Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: As you requested, the
Congressional Budget Office has reviewed
H.R. 4041, a bill to authorize the Secretary of
Agriculture to convey a parcel of unused ag-
ricultural land in Dos Palos, California, to
the Dos Palos Ag Boosters for use as a farm
school. The bill was introduced in the House
of Representatives on September 10, 1996.
Based on information provided by the Farm
Service Agency (FSA), which owns the land,
CBO estimates that enacting H.R. 4041 would
have no significant impact on the federal
budget. Because the bill could affect direct
spending, pay-as-you-go procedures would
apply; but any such effect would be neg-
ligible.

The bill would direct the Secretary of Ag-
riculture to convey a parcel of about 22 acres
of land in Dos Palos, California, to the Dos
Palos Ag Boosters. As consideration for the
conveyance, the transferee would pay to the
Secretary an amount equal to the fair mar-
ket value of the parcel, as determined by the
Secretary. The transferee would also be re-
quired to pay the cost of a survey to deter-
mine the exact acreage and legal description.

According to the FSA, the land is worth
less than $100,000. The agency acquired the
parcel through liquidation and then leased
the land out. That lease has since expired.
Under new procedures, FSA now is required
to sell such land at its appraised value (if
possible) upon expiration of a lease, so this
land would likely be sold in the near future
under current law. CBO estimates that re-
ceipts from the sale of this land would not be
significantly different under H.R. 4041.

H.R. 4041 contains no private-sector or
intergovernmental mandates as defined in
the Unfunded Mandates Reform Act of 1995
(Public Law 104–4) and would impose no sig-
nificant costs on state, local, or tribal gov-
ernments.

If you wish further details on this esti-
mate, we will be pleased to provide them.
The staff contact is Craig Jagger.

Sincerely,
JUNE E. O’NEILL, Director.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. CONDIT. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I first want to thank
Committee Chairman ROBERTS and
Subcommittee Chairman ALLARD in
addition to Ranking Members DE LA
GARZA and JOHNSON for expediting this
bill through the committee and to the
House floor, for consideration at this
time.

This bill is simple and straight-
forward.

H.R. 4041 gives USDA the authority
to sell 22 acres of land in my congres-
sional district to a nonprofit organiza-
tion or alternatively, to the Dos Palos
School District in Dos Palos, CA.

This land will be used to establish a
farm school for the education and
training of students and beginning
farmers regarding farming.

Under the farm school proposal, high
school and middle school students will
be farming the ground under the ad-
visement of the school Agriculture ad-
visor.

The students will be taught all as-
pects of modern agriculture practices,
including irrigation and conservation
methods, integrated pest management,
agricultural marketing and adminis-
tration.

In addition, all proceeds from the
farm school will allow students to pur-
chase their own equipment and sup-
plies for use at the site.

Finally, not only would this project
benefit beginning farmers, it would
also assure that the land remain in an
agricultural use.

This legislation has the support of
the local school district and the com-
munity of Dos Palos, in addition to the
USDA at the local, State and Federal
levels as a very worthwhile project to
help young beginning farmers get
started.

I hope that all of the members will
join me in supporting H.R. 4041 and I
urge the House to approve the bill at
this time.

Mr. Speaker, I thank the House for
its generosity in allowing us to do this
at this time, and I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. SMITH of Michigan. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield myself such time as I may
consume.

Mr. Speaker, it is 22 acres of land, it
will be sold at market value and any
other provisions that the Secretary of
Agriculture deems appropriate.

Mr. DE LA GARZA. Mr. Speaker, this bill will
give some kids a chance to learn how to farm
the old-fashioned way: through hard work and
sweat. They will work hard, planting their
crops, watering them, guarding them against
the many threats faced by all farmers—the
weather, disease, insects. And they will feel
the satisfaction of bringing in the harvest. This
bill will help these students learn to appreciate
the hard work that goes into producing our
Nation’s food, and it may even get a few of
them off to a good start as farmers.

Mr. SMITH of Michigan. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Michigan [Mr.
SMITH] that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 4041.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof)
the rules were suspended and the bill
was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.
f

b 1515

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. SMITH of Michigan. Mr. Speak-
er, I ask unanimous consent that all
Members may have 5 legislative days
within which to revise and extend their
remarks on the legislation just consid-
ered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
NEY). Is there objection to the request
of the gentleman from Michigan?

There was no objection.
f

RESTORATION OF CERTAIN POW/
MIA AUTHORITIES APPLICABLE
TO THE DEPARTMENT OF DE-
FENSE

Mr. SPENCE. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill,
H.R. 4000, to amend title 10, United
States Code, to restore the provisions
of chapter 76 of that title (relating to
missing persons) as in effect before the
amendments made by the National De-
fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year
1997, as amended.

The Clerk read as follows:
H.R. 4000

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. RESTORATION OF MISSING PERSONS

AUTHORITIES APPLICABLE TO DE-
PARTMENT OF DEFENSE AS IN EF-
FECT BEFORE ENACTMENT OF NA-
TIONAL DEFENSE AUTHORIZATION
ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR 1997.

(a) APPLICABILITY TO DEPARTMENT OF DE-
FENSE CIVILIAN EMPLOYEES AND CONTRACTOR
EMPLOYEES.—(1) Section 1501 of title 10, United
States Code, is amended—

(A) by striking out subsection (c) and insert-
ing in lieu thereof the following:

‘‘(c) COVERED PERSONS.—Section 1502 of this
title applies in the case of the following persons:

‘‘(1) Any member of the armed forces on active
duty who becomes involuntarily absent as a re-
sult of a hostile action, or under circumstances
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