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For my colleagues here in Congress and
every American throughout the Nation, | reit-
erate the words of Mission Control upon
Atlantis’ return, “Welcome home, Shannon, we
are proud of you.”

SPECIAL ORDERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
FOLEY). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of May 12, 1995, and
under a previous order of the House the
following Members will be recognized
for 5 minutes each.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Colorado [Mr. SKAGGS] is
recognized for 5 minutes.

[Mr. SKAGGS addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.]

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana [Mr. MCINTOSH] is
recognized for 5 minutes.

[Mr. MCINTOSH addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.]

SEQUENCE OF SPECIAL ORDER

Mr. HYDE. Mr. Speaker, | ask unani-
mous consent to proceed out of order
with my 5-minute special order.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from lIllinois?

There was no objection.

UNITED STATES ROLE IN IRANIAN
ARMS TRANSFERS TO CROATIA
AND BOSNIA

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from lllinois [Mr. HYDE] is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. HYDE. Mr. Speaker, I rise to in-
form the House of the serious problem
that has come to my attention as
chairman of the select subcommittee
of the House Committee on Inter-
national Relations established to look
into the Clinton administration’s pol-
icy of giving Iran a green light in set-
ting up military assistance programs
in Croatia and Bosnia.

We are well along in our investiga-
tion and hope to have a report ready to
share with the House and the public
next month. | can guarantee you that
if we can manage to get the adminis-
tration to cooperate concerning the
rules of classification, that report will
make very interesting reading. It will
document an incredibly ill-advised pol-
icy that was conceived and executed in
an incredibly inept manner.

Moreover, and more importantly, it
will lay out for all to see the tragedy in
the making that is its legacy, a well-
entrenched and hostile lranian foot-
hold in Europe. The lranian presence
and influence, pervasive in some of the
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highest circles of the Bosnian Muslim
political leadership, is now playing
havoc with our policymakers trying to
implement the Dayton accords and our
military trying to keep the lid on vio-
lence in the region. This cloud of Ira-
nian influence and the terrorist infra-
structure it has fostered in this part of
Europe are, and will remain, very real
threats to the West for years to come.

The problem | wish to bring to your
attention concerns the difficulty our
subcommittee has had in trying to pry
loose information that must be shared
with the American people if they are to
understand our findings. The adminis-
tration is doing this by hiding behind
the rules of classification. That is, they
are insisting that important informa-
tion is classified and cannot be shared
with the American people due to con-
cerns of its compromising national se-
curity.

What sort of information am | talk-
ing about? The names of intelligence
agents? No. Information on our mili-
tary’s capabilities? No. What we are
talking about are embarrassing little
comments and facts.

We are talking about secrets that
look like this.

O 1945
This is one of three documents we
asked the administration several

months ago to declassify for our re-
port. After over a month of delibera-
tion, the State Department refused to
declassify two of them, and, for this
one, they selectively declassified 60
percent of the text. What then is in the
40 percent they deleted?

Well, I cannot tell you exactly, be-
cause the administration says it is
classified. 1 can let you know in the
most general terms it includes such
things as an embarrassing comment by
a senior Department of State official
on his department’s performance in
formulating the policy that gave Iran a
green light into coming into the Bal-
kans. It contains an embarrassing
statement about the administration’s
ability or inability to reach a decision
on policy guidance to issue an ambas-
sador. It contains an statement wheth-
er or not to interpose itself between a
foreign government and the lranians.
It also contains an embarrassing state-
ment about whether or not the admin-
istration would advise our allies who
have troops on the ground in Bosnia of
a decision that could affect the safety
of those troops.

I ask then, is this classification to
protect the national security, or is it
to avoid embarrassment and avoid ad-
mitting mistakes?

This administration has made a great
hullabaloo about declassifying infor-
mation. Openness has been its byword.
When it comes to sensitive military in-
formation, the motto has been when in
doubt, declassify.

Well, unfortunately, that is not how
it works in practice. | invite the ad-
ministration to live up to its fine rhet-
oric. In its public pronouncements of
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openness, the administration went so
far as to issue a new executive order
specifically stating it shall be illegal to
use the rules of classification to ‘‘con-
ceal violations of law, inefficiency or
administrative error,” or ‘‘to prevent
embarrassment to a person, organiza-
tion or agency.”’

That is from Section 1.8 of the Clin-
ton Administration’s Executive Order
12958. Accordingly, | have referred this
matter today to the Information Secu-
rity Oversight Office and the Inter-
agency Security Classification Appeals
Panel for investigation and appropriate
action.

Finally, | wish to assure the House
that we will continue to investigate
the administration’s efforts at provid-
ing the Iranians a unique opportunity,
that amounted to a franchise for in-
sinuating and entrenching themselves
into a very vulnerable and volatile part
of Europe.

UPCOMING BIPARTISAN RETREAT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Ohio [Mr. SAWYER] is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. SAWYER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today in company with our colleague
from New York, Mr. HOUGHTON, to re-
port to the House on the work that a
number of us have been doing and
many Members are aware of to put to-
gether a bipartisan retreat on the
weekend of February 28 through March
2 in Hershey, Pennsylvania.

This work has come about as a result
of the efforts of many Members, but I
particularly want to mention the work,
in addition to Amo and myself, of DAVE
SKAGGS and RAY LaHoobp, who, to-
gether, have worked to develop this ef-
fort to bring together not only Mem-
bers, but our families and our children,
in a period of time when we can over-
come some of the barriers that we have
encountered in recent years to getting
to know one another on a human level,
on a personal basis, to understand the
kinds of things that motivate us, to
recognize the honesty of even differing
opinions, in a way that can help to
build the civility of this Chamber and
elevate the quality of public discourse.

The planning group for this effort in-
cludes other Members. It includes Mr.
STENHOLM, Ms. CLAYTON, Mr. LaHood,
Mr. HOUGHTON, Mr. SKAGGS, Mr.
DREIER, and Mrs. FOWLER, in an effort
to use these last several weeks of this
session to put together the logistics,
including the site and the travel plans
for this weekend at the end of Feb-
ruary.

| believe that there is an enormous
appetite for this kind of effort. People
across not only this Chamber, but
throughout the country, have com-
mented on the wide variation in the
level of discourse that we have encoun-
tered in recent years, and many of us
believe that some of that can be over-
come, not solved, but overcome, by
simply getting to know one another
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better in ways that we really have not
at the beginning of recent sessions.

Mr. Speaker, let me yield to my col-
league from New York, Mr. HOUGHTON.

Mr. HOUGHTON. Mr. Speaker, with
your concurrence, | would like to fol-
low up and really say how much | ad-
mire the gentleman from Ohio. He and
I worked closely together. These are
not just words, he really believes this,
and | think we all do, too. Mrs. CLAY-
TON is sitting here as part of our group
and has been an enormous contributor.

Mr. Speaker, we really are in trouble
here. This is not just a debating soci-
ety. We are reflecting the feelings of
the people in this country, and when
you are in trouble, you talk. People
say we can talk on the House floor.
Why go away? Why have a bipartisan
retreat?

Well, you really cannot do that.
What we are trying to do is bring not
only individuals together, but their
families and children together. So this
is the totality of what we are striving
for.

To follow up on what you have said,
Mr. SAWYER, this is nothing new. |
have gone to the Congressional Re-
search Service and tried to get a little
research in terms of some of the things
George Washington said and his em-
phasis on comity or what Thomas Jef-
ferson said.

I have something that is interesting
here. This is written by a Member of
Congress and appeared in the CONGRES-
SIONAL RECORD, and, if | can just quote
it, it says, “It is my firm belief that
the majority of members on both sides
of the aisle would like to reduce the
level of tension in partisan clashes and
get on with the business of the coun-
try, and, therefore, we ought to cool
off.”

This was written in 1984. It always
crops up this way. Periodically, we
have got to lance the boil and get at it.
I applaud what you are doing and your
leadership here.

Mr. SAWYER. Yours as well.

Let me add, while we have time, that
the planning for this and its execution
will involve no taxpayer money. We
have had initial conversations with a
few memorial trusts who have ex-
pressed a serious interest. While we
cannot commit this for them ahead of
time, we have every confidence that
they are eager to be helpful with this.

In the end, it is not a solution. It is
just a recognition that when, after di-
visive campaigns, when we come to-
gether, there ought to be a way to get
to know one another in terms other
than those in which we have been en-
gaged in recent conflict.

In past Congresses, there have been
opportunities for this. In more recent
Congresses, those opportunities have
been more limited. We feel that this ef-
fort to do this will help to address not
only this incoming class, but those in
more recent classes who have really
not had the opportunity to get to know
one another in the way that we did
when we first came to this Chamber.
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Mr. HOUGHTON. Periodically, we
sort of get off base here. Seriously, this
is an opportunity to do something for
the country, not just for this Chamber.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Florida [Mr. Goss] is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

[Mr. GOSS addressed the House. His
remarks will appear hereafter in the
Extensions of Remarks.]

SEQUENCE OF SPECIAL ORDER

Mr. McCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, | ask
unanimous consent that the place of
the gentleman from Florida [Mr. Goss]
and mine in the special order time be
substituted and reversed.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Florida?

There was no objection.

A NEW CRISIS IN DRUG USE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Florida [Mr. McCoLLuM]
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. McCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, there
are some very alarming new figures out
from the Drug Enforcement Adminis-
tration that | am aware of that we an-
nounced today from my office as chair-
man of the Subcommittee on Crime.
The eastern Caribbean is now the tran-
sit area for more than 40 percent of all
the cocaine coming into the United
States mainland, more than 40 percent.

Previously, the figures were the
Southwest border was the primary
problem we had, with more than 70 per-
cent, in the estimates of DEA, of the
cocaine trafficking into our country.
Today, we know that that shift is on
that a lot of us have been fearing as we
have watched the interdiction assets,
the ships and the planes and the per-
sonnel and the radar necessary to
track and interdict drugs in the east-
ern Caribbean, be reduced so dramati-
cally over the last 3 years.

It is a very serious crisis for my
State of Florida as a result of that. Our
young people, 12 to 17 years of age,
have a dramatic increase in drug usage.
Florida is above the national average,
and we all know there has been more
than a 100-percent increase in drug
usage generally by young people in
that age group over the last 3 years,
over 166-percent increase in cocaine use
among that age group in one year
alone, the last year measured by the
United States Government. My State
of Florida has even more than that.

As alarming as that is, heroin use is
up. In Orlando, FL, we had more over-
dose deaths of teenagers from heroin in
Orlando just last year than the city of
Los Angeles, which is 5 times our size.
And the reason for that is pretty darn
simple.

When you look at the interdiction
and the drug flow problem, you see
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that 62 percent of all heroin now is
coming in from Colombia, not the Far
East, and 99 percent of that is coming
in through the eastern Caribbean or
through direct flights into Miami or
New York City. This problem is very
simple right now. The problem is very
serious. We have a crisis in Florida. We
have a crisis in the Nation.

Look at the figures on the eastern
Caribbean, represented here histori-
cally, in terms of trying to stop this
drug flow. We can see in 1993, the Coast
Guard, the Navy, the Air Force, and
Customs had shipping days, the way
they measure how much time they
spend looking for drugs, of 371 ship-
days for every single month of the year
in 1993.

But by 1996, because the funding had
been cut and the requests by this ad-
ministration and the drug policy office
of the czar, they had cut the shipping
days to 195 from 371. Now, current as of
August of this year, we are down from
371 days of steaming out there, looking
for drugs in the eastern Caribbean
around Puerto Rico, where most of this
comes from, to 195.

Flight hours, the number of planes
looking with night vision and radar
scopes and so forth, down from 3,175
flight hours per month in 1993, to this
year in August, 1,149. One-third the
number of hours are being spent in the
air looking for drugs in the eastern
Caribbean around Puerto Rico, where
most of this comes in.

And the number of radar stations, in
1994, there were 17 of them in the east-
ern Caribbean. Now there are only 89
looking for drugs. Is it any wonder we
have this crisis? There is no wonder in
my mind. This administration has not
done the job that it should have.

So the Florida Republicans, and some
of the departments, joined with a sepa-
rate letter, have written to the Presi-
dent about this, expressing our alarm,
telling him about our concerns, about
the crisis facing Florida, and asking
him to do something about this, asking
him to do something now, because the
quantity is up, the price is down, and
more Kids are becoming users, Mr.
President.

In our letter we call upon you to take
immediate action to plug the drug
pipeline in the eastern Caribbean. We
ask at the very least that the number
of interdiction ship days and flight
hours in the eastern Caribbean by
Coast Guard, Customs and Department
of Defense be restored to 1993 levels.
Frankly, we say, we believe that every-
thing it takes to seal off Puerto Rico
from drug trafficking should be done
immediately, because almost all the
cocaine in the eastern Caribbean is
coming into Puerto Rico and then com-
ing into the mainland from Puerto
Rico because not enough is being done
to stop it.

As you know, Puerto Rico is part of
the United States, and the trip from
Puerto Rico to Florida or New York is
the same as going from Alabama to Il-
linois. We would not be degrading our
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