
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH10434 September 17, 1996
preexisting conditions, which Repub-
licans passed. The President instead
proposed a complex federally con-
trolled health care system complete
with guarantees, comprehensive cov-
erage, Federal price controls and other
proscriptive rules regarding how em-
ployers and health care providers
should all behave in the marketplace.
This of course would mean waiting
lines for all Americans, one-size-fits-
all, dictated by bureaucrats.

Remarkably, the President again is
talking about commissions, entitle-
ments, and government mandates
which of course can only lead to price
controls.

First, entitlements. Mr. Speaker,
Congress passed some very important
legislation recently which gives the
portability and preexisting conditions
that we needed. And while the Presi-
dent proudly signed this piece of legis-
lation, his campaign was eager to pro-
pose an additional initiative under
which children and young adults would
all be mandated with comprehensive
health care by the government.

While all agree that children are a
most valuable resource, the President’s
proposal is merely the first installment
towards a nationalized socialized
health care system under which the
government pays for all and provides
health care to all Americans.

A proposal has already been submit-
ted to Congress to mandate that em-
ployers provide coverage to workers be-
tween the ages of 55 and 65, just prior
to eligibility for Medicare. From here,
it would only take a few steps to create
an entitlement for the rest of the popu-
lation. We should not be surprised that
Senator KENNEDY argues that social-
ized national health care system is the
ultimate goal.

Again, although the notion of feder-
ally mandated benefits was rejected
during the Clinton health care reform
debate, the President has already en-
dorsed mandating a minimum length of
stays in hospitals. Mandating the
length of stay for illnesses such as flu.
Mr. Speaker, what is next? Mandating
the length of stay for cosmetic sur-
gery?

Following the years of double-digit
increases in health care spending, the
cost of health care spending has finally
begun to decline. Health plan pre-
miums paid by large employers in-
creased, on average, by a record-low 1.5
percent last year, while the premiums
of certain types of managed care plans
actually declined.

So here we are. We cannot guarantee
that everybody gets all the benefits
and all the coverages without putting
in some kind of price controls. And
that, of course, Mr. Speaker, is what
President Clinton will propose next.
Price controls, as we all know, just do
not work. Quality of care will suffer as
investment research and innovation de-
clines. Jobs will be lost. Services will
be rationed, and choices will decline.
Eventually the government will have
to take over the entire health care de-

livery system. Just think, government
mandated, operated, and controlled
health care with government doctors
and nurses.

Mr. Speaker, President Clinton has
deliberately begun to reconstruct our
health care system. It is deja vu all
over again.
f

VIOLENCE IN THE HOME

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of May
12, 1995, the gentlewoman from Colo-
rado [Mrs. SCHROEDER] is recognized
during morning business for 5 minutes.

Mrs. SCHROEDER. Mr. Speaker, I
am here today, first of all, to say that
over the weekend I was very pleased to
hear the Speaker say he had no prob-
lem with reporting to the floor the bill
that I have been pushing for a very
long time. That is a bill that takes the
Brady bill and says, if you are also
found guilty of domestic violence
abuse, you should be denied the pur-
chase of a gun. I think all of us under-
stand how terribly critical that is.

This bill passed unanimously in the
other body, the Senate. Unanimously.
Not one vote against it. The President
has promised he would sign this bill if
we could get it to him. He restated
that promise on the train as he was
coming to the convention. So, I would
hope that this body would at least get
that bill up there, now that the speak-
er has said he had no problem with it.
He is the last remaining roadblock in
getting that forward.

So I hope everybody joins me in send-
ing a letter or speaking to the Speaker
and getting it here before we go home.
If you know the history of violence in
the home, there is a tremendous num-
ber of incidents every single year
where a weapon brings this to a ter-
rible conclusion.

Furthermore, the taxpayer funds
most of the damage done by those
weapons because people end up in the
emergency wards in America. Very
often 80 percent of those costs are fund-
ed by the taxpayer. This is one of the
real drivers of high health care insur-
ance or high health care costs in this
country, the fact that we have not got-
ten weapons brought down under con-
trol.

Mr. Speaker, while the Brady bill was
originally terribly controversial, peo-
ple now, I think, are in total agree-
ment it should not be rolled back. It is
proven and has stopped all sorts of peo-
ple with criminal records from getting
a gun. I think every American feels
that criminals should not be able to go
buy a gun, so that makes sense.

Our biggest problem is many States
have not lifted domestic violence con-
victions to the level of a felony. They
consider them a misdemeanor. Other
States have allowed people, even
though it is considered a felony, to
plead guilty to a lesser crime. There-
fore, when they do the checks for
whether or not you should be able to
buy the gun, an awful lot of people who

have been convicted of domestic vio-
lence problems are able to escape.

Again, when we look at the record,
there is absolutely no reason that we
should allow this to happen. So I really
hope that everybody joins with me and
we get that done before going home.

Mr. Speaker, we heard yesterday
from both candidates a lot of discus-
sion about crime and what they were
going to do. I do not think we are ever
going to solve totally the crime in the
street and the violence in the society
until we crack the culture of violence
in the home.

b 1300
Imagine if you are afraid to be out on

the street, if you are afraid to walk
down the street; that is terrible, and
we have to do everything we can so
that Americans do not become pris-
oners in their home and afraid to go
outdoors. But think how much worse it
is, Mr. Speaker, if you are also afraid
to go home because you get beat up at
home, too.

I think that we have been too casual
about this for much too long a time.
And we have begun to make some real
progress with the Violence Against
Women Act, with the Brady bill, with
the antiassault weapon ban, and now
that we have Speaker GINGRICH saying
this could go forward, I hope it does,
because we need to keep making that
kind of progress.

If a child sees every dispute in the
home solved with violence, I cannot
think of anyone who can put together a
good enough conflict resolution course
that they can teach in the school a
couple hours a week that would change
and overpower what the child learned
in the home. Examples are so much
more powerful.

So here is something we could do be-
fore we go home that could make a real
difference. It would also save a tremen-
dous amount of money on health care
because of the costs that we see every
year in our emergency rooms. I am not
quite sure what we are doing here. I
mean last week we hardly had any
votes. September 30 is coming. That
means the whole government gets shut
down again.

I see us doing all sorts of namby-
pamby things. Why do we not do some
of these things that apparently we now
have agreement?

The other thing I hope that we would
be able to do after the Speaker’s ap-
pearance on television this week is get
the report out. He said he did not have
problems with that. I would hope that
we could get that done before we go
home, to have issues that have been
floating around this House for 2 years,
that is settled, I think needs to be set-
tled before we go home.
f

PREVENT GOVERNMENT
SHUTDOWNS

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
HANCOCK). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of May 12, 1995, the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. GEKAS]
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is recognized during morning business
for 5 minutes.

Mr. GEKAS. Mr. Speaker, if you
want to see a shutdown of Government
occur again, then please ignore what I
have to say for the next 5 minutes. I
have been struggling for a long time
now to convince the Congress that we
ought to engage in a proposal which
would end the prospect of Government
shutdown forever. We can do it very
easily.

Each of the proposals that I have of-
fered to the Congress since 1989 has en-
compassed this concept, Mr. Speaker,
that if at the end of the fiscal year,
which is now looming upon us again as
September 30, the appropriations bills
have not been passed, then automati-
cally the next day those appropriations
bills that have not been passed shall
automatically be passed, by virtue of
instant replay, by adopting last year’s
numbers. That would mean that never
again would we ever have a Govern-
ment shutdown.

Now, what does this mean in prac-
tical terms? It means that the nego-
tiators for the unfinished business of
the Congress can continue to work on a
full budget or to complete those appro-
priations bills, but in the meantime we
would not have the chaos, unemploy-
ment, uncertainty, confusion, embar-
rassment and all the other negatives
that accompany the shutdown of Gov-
ernment.

I believe that President Clinton
should have signed the appropriations
bills last time around, which would
have prevented the Government shut-
down, but it did not happen that way.
But if you passed my legislation, nei-
ther the President nor the Congress
would be at sword’s end to force a Gov-
ernment shutdown.

Now, what happens if after the fiscal
year is over and my bill comes into
play and already there is a continuing
appropriation, shall we say? That does
not prevent even the establishment of
a new temporary funding like a con-
tinuing resolution by the negotiators.
So we have the best of all worlds. Noth-
ing would be stopped by the proposal
that I am setting forth here today.
Only Government shutdown would be
prevented.

I remember and many of us do that
in the winter of 1990, in December 1990,
as our young people, 500,000 strong,
were amassing their strength in Saudi
Arabia, poised to do battle to free Ku-
wait in Desert Shield, as it was then
known, we had the embarrassment of
the Government of the United States,
the patrons of those valiant young peo-
ple, the Government in back of those
valiant youngsters, shut down here in
Washington. They were in Saudi Ara-
bia without a country. They tech-
nically had no Government back home
because the Government had shut
down.

That was solved, fortunately, in time
for Desert Storm, so we were a country
when we effected the assault on Kuwait
later on. But is that not a historical

note that should bring shame on Amer-
ican citizens and especially on Mem-
bers of Congress, that Government
should shut down in the middle of hos-
tilities?

That is just one example. Add to that
the chaos in which Federal employees
were put, the impossibility of getting a
passport, of having national parks shut
down, 100 other ills that have been
brought to the floor of the House in
anecdote after anecdote by both Repub-
licans and Democrats as they followed
the effects of the Government shut-
down.

We have now introduced, I am ready
to introduce the newest version, the
latest version of my bill which we
called the Government Shutdown Pre-
vention Act. This one has several co-
sponsors. It follows the track of all the
legislation that I have heretofore in-
troduced. All of them, this one in-
cluded, would prevent Government
shutdown forever. I cannot say it
enough. That is so important.

This has the added feature of saying
that when the appropriations cycle
ends and there is no new appropria-
tions, then it would revert to last
year’s lowest number or the House-
passed version or the Senate-passed
version, and then you take only 75 per-
cent of that. So 75 percent of those lev-
els would pass automatically into law,
continuing the flow of Government and
allowing the appropriators and the ne-
gotiators to deal with the continuing
appropriations and the balance of the
budget.

I urge consideration by every Mem-
ber of this legislation and invite their
cosponsorship. Prevent Government
shutdown.
f

JUNETEENTH

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of May
12, 1995, the gentlewoman from Michi-
gan [Miss COLLINS] is recognized during
morning business for 5 minutes.

Miss COLLINS of Michigan. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today to introduce a bill
that will recognize the significance of
the oldest black celebration in Amer-
ican history, June 19—known affection-
ately as ‘‘Juneteenth.’’ This bill would
recognize Juneteenth as the day of
celebrating the end of slavery in the
United States and as the true day of
independence for African-Americans in
this country.

Juneteenth is the traditional celebra-
tion of the day on which the last slaves
in America were freed. Although slav-
ery was officially abolished in 1863,
news of freedom did not spread to all
slaves for another 21⁄2 years—June 19,
1865. On that day, U.S. General Gordon
Granger, along with a regiment of
Union Army soldiers, rode into Gal-
veston, TX, and announced that the
State’s 200,000 slaves were free. Vowing
to never forget the date, the former
slaves coined a nickname for their
cause of celebration—a blend of the
words ‘‘June’’ and ‘‘nineteenth.’’

June 19, 1865, has been traditionally
associated with the end of slavery in
the Southwest. However, because of the
importance of the holiday, it did not
take long for Juneteenth celebrations
to spread beyond the States in the
Southwest and into other parts of the
country. Today, due in large part to
the hard work and dedication of indi-
viduals, like Lula Briggs Galloway and
Dr. Ronald Meyer of the National Asso-
ciation of Juneteenth lineage, who
have fought hard to revive and preserve
the Juneteenth celebration, the holi-
day is celebrated by several million
blacks and whites in more than 130
cities across the United States and
Canada. In Texas and Oklahoma,
Juneteenth is an official State holiday.

As we prepare to revitalize the ob-
servance of Juneteenth as the true day
of independence for African-Americans,
it is important that we acknowledge
the historical as well as political sig-
nificance of the celebration. We must
acknowledge, for example, that while
the slaves of Texas had cause to cele-
brate the news of their freedom on
June 19, 1865, the truth is that at the
time of General Granger’s historical
pronouncement, the slaves were al-
ready legally free. This is because the
Emancipation Proclamation had be-
come effective nearly 21⁄2 years ear-
lier—on January 1, 1863.

From a political standpoint, there-
fore, Juneteenth is significant because
it exemplifies how harsh and cruel the
consequences can be when a breakdown
in communication occurs between the
Government and the American people.
Yes, Mr. Speaker, the dehumanizing
and degrading conditions of slavery
were unnecessarily prolonged for hun-
dreds of thousands of black men,
women, and children, because our
American Government failed to com-
municate the truth.

As Juneteenth celebrations continue
to spread, so does a greater apprecia-
tion of African-American history. We
must revive and preserve Juneteenth
not only as the end of a painful chapter
in American history—but also as a re-
minder of the importance of preserving
the lines of communication between
the powerful and powerless in our soci-
ety.

Juneteenth allows us to look back on
the past with an increased awareness
and heightened respect for the strength
of the African-American men, women,
and children, who endured unspeakable
cruelties in bondage. Out of respect to
our ancestors, upon whose blood,
sweat, and tears, this great Nation was
built, the bill I introduce today ac-
knowledges that African-Americans in
this country are not truly free, until
the last of us are free.

The bill I introduce today, Mr.
Speaker, recognizes June 19, 1865, as a
day of celebrating the end of slavery in
America and as the true day of inde-
pendence for African-Americans in this
country.

I ask all of my colleagues to cospon-
sor this bill.
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