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HISTORICALLY BLACK COLLEGES
AND UNIVERSITIES

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
ROTH). Under a previous order of the
House, the gentleman from Louisiana
[Mr. FIELDS] is recognized for 60 min-
utes.

Mr. FIELDS of Louisiana. Mr. Speak-
er, tonight 1 am joined by one of our
colleagues, the gentleman from Illinois
[Mr. Jackson], who will talk along
with me on the subject of HBCU'’s, his-
torically black colleges and univer-
sities.

Mr. Speaker, on September 23 of this
year, historically black colleges and
universities all across the country will
celebrate Black College Day, and on
that day many colleges across the
country will recognize some of the
great contributions of historically
black colleges and universities. But to
put this whole discussion of HBCU's in
the proper perspective and the proper
context, | would like to talk about the
history behind historically black col-
leges and universities.

HBCU’s are defined as any histori-
cally black college or university estab-
lished prior to 1964 whose principal
mission was and is the education of
black Americans and is accredited by a
nationally recognized accrediting agen-
cy or association determined by the
Secretary of Education.

There are 103, Mr. Speaker, histori-
cally black colleges and universities;
only 3 percent of all colleges and uni-
versities in this country. They are lo-
cated in the Southeast, in the District
of Columbia, and the Virgin Islands.
They include 41 public 4-year colleges
and universities, 8 public 2-year univer-
sities, 46 private 4-year schools, and 8
private schools with 2-year curriculum.

Most of our colleges are more than
100 years old. Cheyney University of
Pennsylvania being the oldest, founded
in 1837. Historically black colleges and
universities enroll only 16 percent of
African-American undergraduate stu-
dents, however they graduate about 30
percent of all African-American stu-
dents nationwide.

To show the contributions that these
schools, colleges, and universities have
had and the impact they have had to
the African-American community and
to societies as a whole, with marginal
resources HBCU’s have been able to ac-
complish a lot. Federal moneys for re-
search and development to HBCU'’s in
1990 was $101 million; only 1.1 percent
of the total Federal money dedicated
to research and development across the
Nation. But yet in spite of the lack of
resources, these colleges and univer-
sities still were able to produce doctors
and lawyers and scientists and engi-
neers.

However, with limited resources, 37
percent of all the students attending
HCBU’s come from families with in-
comes of less than $25,000. Retention
and graduation rates at HCBU’s are
higher than non-HCBU'’s in this Nation.
Enrollment has grown, Mr. Speaker, at
historically black colleges and univer-
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sities from 70,000 overall in 1954 to
200,000 in 1980, and from 239,000 in 1988
to 257,000 in 1990. So you see the trend
of HCBU’s, the enrollment rather, on
these colleges and universities.

HCBU’s also noted an increase in
transfer students from other institu-
tions. Seventy-three percent of all
transfer students in the fall of 1993
went to historically black colleges and
universities. This shows the quality of
these schools across the country. Many
students are transferring to these col-
leges and universities across the coun-
try.

On the graduate level, from 1977 to
1990, the amount of doctoral degrees
awarded by HCBU’s increased by 214
percent. In sciences, 44 percent of the
bachelor degrees awarded to blacks
were from historically black colleges
and universities; 41 percent of the math
degrees awarded were awarded from
HCBU’s; 38 percent of the computer
science and life sciences degrees; and 25
percent of the engineering degrees were
awarded to blacks by HCBU'’s.

In my State, Xavier University in
New Orleans ranked second in placing
black students in medical school. In
fact, over the last 10 years, 93 percent
of all of Xavier graduates who entered
medical school received their medical
degrees.

Remembering that HCBU’s enroll
only 17 percent of all black college stu-
dents nationwide, this statistic is very
encouraging. Moreover, HCBU’s main-
tain low tuition. The average tuition
with fees in 1992 and 1993 was $5,008,
less than half of the average cost of
private colleges and universities na-
tionally.

Historically black colleges and uni-
versities educate almost 40 percent of
the country’s black college graduates,
75 percent of all black Ph.D’s, 46 per-
cent of all black business executives, 50
percent of all black engineers, 80 per-
cent of all black Federal judges, 50 per-
cent of all black attorneys, 75 percent
of all black military officers, and 85
percent of all black doctors.

So you see the impact of HCBU’s as
relates to the medical community and
the black community as well as engi-
neers, doctors, lawyers, and military
officers alike.

For example, many individuals who
serve in government today, in public
office, graduated from HCBU’s. In the
Congressional Black Caucus, for exam-
ple, 16 of the Congressional Black Cau-
cus members in this Congress serving
today graduated from historically
black colleges and universities.

The gentlewoman from Florida
CORRINE BROWN, graduated from Flor-
ida A&M, the gentlewoman from North
Carolina, EvVA CLAYTON, North Carolina
A&T; the gentleman from South Caro-
lina, JAMES CLYBURN, graduated from
South Carolina State; the gentleman
from Maryland, ELIJAH CUMMINGS,
Howard University; the gentleman
from Tennessee, HAROLD FORD, Howard
University; the gentleman from Flor-
ida, Congressman ALCEE HASTINGS,
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graduated from Florida A&M and How-
ard University; the gentleman from
Alabama, Congressman EARL HILLIARD,
graduated from Morehouse College as
well as Howard University; the honor-
able distinguished colleague who is
with me tonight, the gentleman from
Illinois, JESSE JACKSON, Jr., graduated
from North Carolina A&T; the gen-
tleman from Louisiana, Congressman
WILLIAM JEFFERSON, graduated from
Southern University; the gentleman
from Georgia, Congressman JOHN
LEwis, Fisk University; the gentle-
woman from Florida, Congresswoman
CARRIE MEEK, graduated from Florida
A&M University; the gentleman from
Mississippi, Congressman BENNIE
THOMPSON, Tougaloo College and Jack-
son State University; the gentleman
from New York, Congressman ED
Towns, graduated from North Carolina
A&T; the gentleman from Maryland,
Congressman ALBERT WYNN, Howard
University; and, of course, | graduated
from an HCBU as well. | graduated
from Southern University in Baton
Rouge, which so happens to be the larg-
est historically black college in the en-
tire country, with a system of over
14,000 students with colleges located in
Baton Rouge, Shreveport and New Or-
leans.

It is the largest historically black
college in the country. And in a real
sense, for all of the public HCBU'’s,
Southern University to some degree set
the tone in terms of what will happen
to other colleges and universities as re-
lates to Federal funding and as relates
to State funding as well.

I am pleased tonight to be joined by
a very distinguished colleague of this
House, Congressman JESSE JACKSON,
Jr., who graduated from North Caro-
lina A&T, who will enter into a col-
loquy with me to further talk about
the need to preserve historically black
colleges and universities and | yield to
the gentleman.

Mr. JACKSON of Illinois. | thank the
gentleman for yielding. Let me first
begin by congratulating the distin-
guished gentleman from the Fourth
Congressional District of Louisiana,
who | had the privilege of meeting in
1983 while he was a student at Southern
University in Baton Rouge, LA, and |
was a student at North Carolina A&T
State University.

We prided ourselves, as aggies, in our
ability to beat Southern University in
football and every other possible ath-
letic endeavor that we engaged in.

There is a serious camaraderie that
exists amongst those of us who are
graduates of historically black institu-
tions, and | want to take this oppor-
tunity as a product of those institu-
tions to certainly engage in this col-
loquy and in this special order with the
gentleman from Louisiana, Congress-
man CLEO FIELDS.

Many Members of this institution
probably do not know that while Con-
gressman CLEO FIELDS is the youngest
African-American to have ever had the
privilege of serving in this institution,
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he served the people of the Fourth Con-
gressional District of Louisiana with
great distinction and will not be in the
105th Congress due to attacks on the
Voting Rights Act and gerrymandering
in the State of Louisiana that has un-
dermined the Fourth Congressional
District of Louisiana.

The people of the Fourth Congres-
sional District of Louisiana have been
served with great distinction. Young
African-American men, including my-
self, have been inspired by the example
that Congressman CLEO FIELDS has laid
for all of us.

I saw Congressman CLEO FIELDS dur-
ing special orders, while | was the field
director of the Rainbow Coalition,
knowing that he was the president of
the Student Government Association
of Southern University who subse-
quently ran for State senate while he
was a student his senior year, and was
elected by the people of that particular
district to serve in the State senate,
having just finished his senior courses
at Southern University.

He served in the State legislature
with great distinction and then subse-
quently earned his way on to the re-
apportionment committee in the State
of Louisiana, and consistent with the
1965 Voting Rights Act, was able to en-
franchise literally hundreds of thou-
sands of people in the State of Louisi-
ana who had been heretofore without
representation.

0O 1830

So Congressman CLEO FIELDS, as the
youngest African-American, has earned
his place in history, but it is really a
larger statement about the quality and
the caliber of leadership that histori-
cally black colleges have created.

The first African-Americans arrived
in this Nation on slave ships in 1619.
There was a century’s old struggle to
end racism in our Nation and certainly
racism that was legally enforced by
law, the institution known as slavery.
The very foundation of our Nation was
a Civil War, a very bloody war between
north and south over whether or not we
should be individual States or united
as a Nation.

After the Civil War, in 1863, when
President Lincoln signed the Emanci-
pation Proclamation, ushered in a pe-
riod known as First Reconstruction.
During that period, 131 historically
black colleges were founded to educate
the newly freed slaves.

I might add, Representative FIELDS,
during First Reconstruction, 22 African
Americans were elected to serve in this
institution, between 1863 and 1896.
There was a direct relationship be-
tween their participation in this Con-
gress and in State legislatures all
across our country that made it pos-
sible for African-Americans to come to
institutions like this Congress and
fight for the kind of resources that
would educate those who had histori-
cally been denied education in these in-
stitutions.

As Representative FIELDS has al-
ready indicated, more than 40 percent
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of all college graduates who are Afri-
can-American still come from the re-
maining 102 or 103 institutions that
presently exist. That was really the
commitment that our Nation had made
to newly freed slaves in our Nation. |
might add that you indicated that in
1964, since 1964, that officially ended
the period of officially designating col-
leges as historically black colleges and
universities, not one historically black
college or university has been founded
since that reconstruction period.

One of the reasons | commend you
and commend other members of the
Congressional Black Caucus and Pro-
gressive Caucus and Members of this
institution who continue to fight to
sustain these institutions is because
they know that the products of these
institutions, once people become edu-
cated and become integrated, if you
will, through that education in the so-
ciety, they can then continue the de-
segregation of the society which really
was a testament to this movement.

Sixteen Members of Congress are
presently graduates of historically
black colleges and universities. EVA
CLAYTON and ADOLPHUS TOWNS are
graduates of North Carolina A&T,
where | had the privilege of attending
that institution. | might add, Congress-
man FIELDS, that it is really the mis-
sion of historically black colleges to
train, to educate, and provide the kind
of environment during the formative
years of students through which they
can learn.

I remember | went to a predomi-
nantly white high school here in Wash-
ington, DC. While | had tremendous
professors who worked very hard to-
ward my academic development, when
I went to predominantly white high
schools, and | have nothing against
predominantly white universities or
colleges or high schools, | attended sev-
eral of them myself, but for me as a
young African-American male in this
society, to have Dr. Liston as a psy-
chology teacher and to have professors
who were African-Americans, to see Af-
rican-Americans who could be
chancellors or universities and heads of
math departments and Dr. Quiester
Craig at North Carolina A&T as the
head of the business department, to see
Dr. Howard as a mathematician who
worked in the business department at
A&T State university during my form-
ative years between 18 and 21 years old,
for me to be able to see African-Ameri-
cans who had achieved at universities
all across this country, it really fought
stereotypes in my own mind about
what | could be. And so | set at an
early age, as a result of the mission of
those institutions really to train its
leadership, to allow it to have the free
voice to move beyond the stereotypes
and say that we can really make it,
that we can really achieve.

This is really what the mission of
historically black colleges has been. |
would certainly hope that Members of
this body would continue to support
historically black colleges and univer-
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sities. They represent the very best
that our community has to produce. |
am honored to have this opportunity to
engage in a colloquy with the distin-
guished gentleman from Louisiana.

Mr. FIELDS of Louisiana. | thank
the gentleman for his comments. The
gentleman is right, not only is one in-
spired at an HBCU or can be inspired at
an HBCU, but taking a moment of per-
sonal privilege, it also builds leader-
ship. | often wonder today, had | not
had the opportunity to attend South-
ern University and had the opportunity
to be freshman class president and
president of an entire student body and
had to manage a budget in excess of
$150,000 as a young college student, or
had the opportunity to travel abroad,
representing a student body of 10,000
students and then having the oppor-
tunity to compete to serve on the
board of regents as the student rep-
resentative, but for that foundation at
Southern, | do not know if I would
have had the opportunity to serve in
the State senate at a very young age
and serve now in Congress at a very
young age.

Southern, that HBCU was a place to
prepare me to be a young leader or to
be a person who was able to be elected
to public office, and the same thing it
did to you and for you and for other
Members of the CBC. That was really
my first elected office. We had to run a
campaign and you had to be responsive
to constituents, the students, and that
was a learning place for me.

That is why | would like to see CBC
Members, you and I, as we have worked
with the CBC, Congressional Black
Caucus, to make this HBCU day, the
23d of this month, make it a significant
day not just having a good program on
a black college in this country but also
show leadership among students where
students register to vote in the hun-
dreds of thousands across this country
on September 23.

I am glad that this gentleman de-
cided to initiate this program with the
Congressional Black Caucus. | am glad
that members of the Congressional
Black Caucus, through your leadership
and others, will be on college campuses
across this country on black college
day and certainly | urge SGA presi-
dents, for example, to participate and
get students registered to vote, because
you have a civic responsibility on a
college campus and young people who
are sitting in a classroom on a histori-
cally black college need to know that
there is a responsibility that goes
along with that.

Mr. JACKSON of Illinois. Mr. Speak-
er, if the gentleman would yield, there
are some intangibles that come from
being a product of a historically black
college, some things we hardly even
think of. When | was at North Carolina
A&T, to expect that an African-Amer-
ican could serve as the president of the
student body, that was not like a far-
fetched idea. That was what was kind
of expected, that we could run a stu-
dent government association.
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On the other hand, when | went to
the University of Illinois, where | very
fortunately received my juris doctorate
degree, it was not necessarily expected
that an African-American could serve
as the president of the SGA and be re-
sponsible for a million-dollar budget in
terms of student activities and student
fees or that we could organize the stu-
dent body in such a way as to bring
about the kind of campus life that we
thought was acceptable to most of the
students or bring about the kind of
programs and speakers that we wanted
to come to the university. This is an
intangible.

So | left A&T feeling that, yes, | can
serve as the president of the SGA or,
yes, | could be the chancellor of an in-
stitution. And so the gentleman is so
correct when he says that the African-
American historically black colleges
serve as an incubator for African-
American leadership. | look forward to
traveling on September 23 to a histori-
cally black college either in North
Carolina or certainly in my district or
wherever it is that | am needed in
order to articulate the significance
that these institutions have had.

But | think the gentleman raises an-
other very interesting point, that there
is a relationship between the education
of those who have been historically de-
nied, those historically black colleges,
and political participation.

During First Reconstruction, 22 Afri-
can-Americans were elected to Con-
gress and to State legislatures, all
across our country, the byproduct of
which elected officials whose students
voted for at that time who could come
and serve in these bodies and fight for
more resources. When students do not
vote, students do not participate in the
process, they cannot elect people to
representative bodies across this great
democracy for the purpose of fighting
for those resources. So one of the
things | have encouraged students to
do, whether they are Democrat or Re-
publican, really it is a nonpartisan ef-
fort, not promoting one party over the
other, in 1996, as a result of the passage
of the motor voter law of 1993, people
can simply dial 1-800-register and fill
out the voter registration application
card over the phone and it will be
mailed to them, just dial 1-800-register
and they are full participants in de-
mocracy.

Mr. FIELDS of Louisiana. It is so
simple now because of what this Con-
gress did. It is so simple now to reg-
ister to vote. There are organizations
like Rock the Vote, for example, who
travel all across the country and have
a 1-800 number where a student in a
dormitory room can get on the phone
and dial 1-800-register and be a reg-
istered voter.

The motor-voter law did so much to
encourage participation, particularly
young participation in the process
where young people could register to
vote. So certainly a part of our effort
with the CBC members traveling all
across the country on September 23,
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actually participating in black college
day, we will urge students to register
to vote.

I will give you a scenario, something
that happened to me when | was stu-
dent body president at Southern.

Southern’s budget, there is so much
power in the vote and that student
vote, that vote of 10,000 students sit-
ting idly on a college campus can im-
pact not only local policy but national
policy as well. College students, HBCU
or not, all across America, young col-
lege students can have a serious impact
on elections and the outcomes of elec-
tions, if they simply exercise that con-
stitutional right to vote.

When | was president of the student
body at Southern University, there was
a bill in the legislature to cut funding
at Southern University by almost 20
percent. It was unbelievable and the
student body, we had a meeting with
the student senate and the student sen-
ate met and we all said, what we will
do is we will march to the State capitol
and in record numbers. And we will
protest on the steps of the capitol and
we will demand our legislators to come
out of the session and speak to us and
address this issue of higher education,
not only at Southern but colleges all
across Louisiana were being cut be-
cause the budget was tight and law-
makers saw fit to fund other areas and
cut higher education across the board.

So we marched, about 5,000 students,
and other college campuses met us on
the steps of the capitol. We had 7,000
students on the steps of the State cap-
itol in Louisiana protesting and de-
manding that legislators come out and
address our concerns and also recon-
sider this across-the-board cut on high-
er education. We could not get a legis-
lator to come out and address us.

And when we regrouped at the end of
the day, college students and college
presidents from all over the State, and
we talked, why would not legislators
address us, because politicians we
thought look at three things, reelec-
tion, reelection and reelection. And
then it dawned on us, how many of us
are registered to vote? Of the 7,000 stu-
dents we marched from all across the
State to the capitol, we probably had
200 of them registered to vote. So we
were talking loud and saying nothing,
because we failed to use the power of
the vote.

So what we decided to do was to
think smart. We decided to have mas-
sive voter registration drives on all
college campuses across the State of
Louisiana and eventually presidents
and Greek organizations, if they had a
party, they had the party for a purpose,
you had to be registered to vote to
enter. We registered thousands upon
thousands of students. Then it was not
that easy because you had to actually
take students, according to Louisiana
law, back then to the registrar of vot-
ers office to actually register the stu-
dent to vote.

So we had to use resources like buses
and use moneys to rent buses to take
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students to register to vote. We reg-
istered 5,000-some odd students just on
Southern’s campus alone. And then the
Governor and the legislators started
calling the SGA presidents and want-
ing to know what they wanted in the
appropriations bill.

O 1845

So it just goes to show you the power
in the student vote. Had we not exer-
cised that power to vote we still would
be marching, talking about saying
nothing.

So you know | am just so excited
that you are part of this HBCU Day
where we encourage young college stu-
dents on Black College Day, on the 23d,
not just to have a program and talk
about the significance of black colleges
and universities in this country, but
have the gall to be willing to protect
them and stand by them by registering
to vote and using that significant
power by voting in all the elections. |
mean that is just something that stu-
dents all across this Nation should and
must do.

Mr. JACKSON of Illinois. If the gen-
tleman would yield, | would like to
share a brief story | had experienced
while 1 was at North Carolina A&T
State University, a story that is simi-
lar to the one that the distinguished
gentleman from Louisiana has men-
tioned. | was the vice president along
with a good friend of mine by the name
of Rick Bradley who was the president
of a group that we founded on North
Carolina A&T State University campus
called Students United for a Free
South Africa [SUFAFSA], and one of
the things that we did outside of pro-
testing various banking institutions in
North Carolina that were still involved
in doing business with South Africa,
fighting for disinvestment or divest-
ment of these various institutions, try-
ing to get North Carolina A&T and the
North Carolina school systems to di-
vest their pension funds from busi-
nesses that were doing business in
South Africa, we did a lot of research
on South African issues. And it was not
very long before international focus
turned to more domestic issues, when
we found ourselves fighting against
apartheid in South Africa, but also as
the most politically astute and aware
group on campus with issues that af-
fected us domestically.

Our struggle against apartheid in
South Africa encouraged us and forced
us to look at the role that our con-
gressman, who represented North Caro-
lina A&T State University at that
time, was playing in South Africa, the
free South Africa movement, and we
found at that time that our representa-
tive did not represent the position of
our organization, and we began reg-
istering people to vote on our campus.
We would not let the Deltas, the Q’s,
the Alphas, Sigma Gamma Wu’s, we
would not let any organization on
North Carolina A&T State University’s
campus host a party or an event on the
campus unless they were registered to
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vote and the students on that campus
could prove that they were registered
to vote, and as a result we registered of
the 4,200 students, of North Carolina
A&T State University’s campus we reg-
istered more than 3,600 aggies to par-
ticipate in the political process. And on
election day, while we came very close
to defeating that Member of Congress,
we were only 60 votes away in the gen-
eral election, and | will leave the gen-
tleman’s name anonymous for the pur-
poses of my discussion, but when | was
sworn into the 104th Congress as the
91st African-American to ever have the
privilege of serving in this institution,
that Member of Congress came up to
me, congratulated me for my electoral
victory, gave me an embrace, a hug,
and said, “You know, | am very famil-
iar with you. You almost beat me on
that day.”

And we were within 60 votes of beat-
ing that Member of Congress. As a re-
sult of that again | graduated in 1987.
Students across the State of North
Carolina were registered to vote and
participate in the political process.
The end result was a census taken in
1990, a reapportionment plan in 1991,
the implementation of that reappor-
tionment plan in 1992, and the by-prod-
uct of which in 1996, the 12th Congres-
sional district is now represented by
Congressman MEL WATT, who rep-
resents North Carolina A&T as well as
Winston-Salem and | believe as many
as 6 other historically black colleges.

So it is possible, and | will yield back
to the gentleman in just about 30 sec-
onds.

Very few people know that they can
register where they live. Students do
not live in New York if they are at
A&T. They do not live in Chicago if
they are at A&T. They live in Greens-
boro, NC.

According to the law, you can reg-
ister wherever you spend the last 3
nights in a row. That is home. If your
name has changed, you are now an un-
registered voter. If you just got mar-
ried, your name was Smith last week,
you married a Williams last week, you
are now an unregistered voter because
your name has changed, and as a result
of efforts of many who fought and died
in this country, Wiola Wheatson, a
white woman, got her brains blown out
at point blank range trying to register
students to vote.

Martin Luther King, Jr., and Bobby
Kennedy and others have died trying to
reduce the age from 21 to 18. As a re-
sult of their efforts, you can now dial
1-800-REGISTER and become a full
participant in this democracy, and I
might add those who are interested in
doing it ought to do it soon because the
election is approaching.

Mr. FIELDS of Louisiana. Abso-
lutely, and you know this whole voter
registration among young people is
really catching on.

I do not know if you are familiar
with the shows called the Tom Journal
Morning Show. It is a show that is on
every morning on many of the syn-
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dicated shows on many of the
ministations all across America.

I mean | was sitting in—I was driving
in the car the other day, and | heard
Tom Journal that morning talking
about how people, particularly young
people, need to register to vote, and he
started this thing: You know, register
five people to vote and call their names
in and | will announce them over the
air. And people were actually register-
ing people to vote, and he was an-
nouncing the names over the air.

I just think that is so encouraging
because a lot of people do not wake up
in the morning, young people for exam-
ple, who is about to go to a biology lab,
who is on a college campus, not think-
ing about voting per se, interested in
the future, interested in the outcome
of elections, but not registered. As you
stated, many college students, when
they leave from Illinois and go to Los
Angeles to register for college, they
may be registered back home, but the
likelihood of them going back to Illi-
nois from California to vote on election
day is not all that great. And so it is
incumbent upon them to register to
vote at that college, at that university
because they are going to be there 4 to
5 years on the average.

So that is really home. That is where
they are going to be during the local
and State and perhaps Federal elec-
tions. So that is where they ought to
exercise the power. They should never
go powerless.

And | was just impressed with Tom
Journal. | think that is the name of
the show, the Tom Journal Morning
Show. You know, encouraging people
to register to vote.

I will give you an example.

Yes, we talk about, you and | debate
night and day, for student loans and
grants, Pell grants, to make sure that
those opportunities are available to
students today as they were available
to us when we were in college. Why is
it? | mean people that asked the ques-
tion why is it that legislators would
move on college tuition and raise col-
lege tuition or vote to cut higher edu-
cation so that schools and board of di-
rectors have to raise college tuition
and cut Pell grants and student loans
and things of that nature? | mean let
us look at it from a political perspec-
tive and preserve seniors on the other
hand. Let us look at it from a political
perspective.

If you look on the voter register rolls
and you see most of the registered vot-
ers in this country are of the age of 55
to 65, and the fewest number of reg-
istered voters are between the ages of
18 and 35, then of course you are more
likely to move on that age group than
you are likely to move on the age
group that is most registered to vote,
but not just registered to vote, but
more likely to go to the polls and vote
on election day. Because it is one thing
to register to vote, but it is another
thing to actually go out and use the
power by voting.

So college students—I mean we can
fight. You and | and other Members of
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this Congress on both sides of the aisle,
we can fight night and day about, you
know, we need to keep student loans,
we need to keep opportunities avail-
able to elementary, secondary, and
higher education, but if we do not have
students out there—they get enough of
ire education, they get enough of a Pell
grant, they thinking enough of student
loans, that they are not exercising a
power that they rightfully have by
going to the polls and vote, especially
after we passed this easy, easy, easy
voter registration process.

I mean this bill that we have passed
in this Congress. We passed a bill, as
you stated, where a student govern-
ment president, for example, can walk
into a classroom and register every
student. A teacher rather, a professor
in a class at an institution, can say all
right, first day of school, the first ques-
tion:

How many of you all are registered
to vote right here at this college?

And have the forms there. It is legal.
OK, register to vote.

Do not have to dictate how you reg-
ister, Democrat or Republican; that is
irrelevant for registration purposes, or
how you vote or who you vote for. You
know, | am not going to advocate
teachers do that. But it should be part
of the learning process.

You talk about personal responsibil-
ity? One of the first basic personal re-
sponsibilities that individuals have is
to claim citizenship by registering to
vote, and then that teacher, that pro-
fessor—I mean just think about if
every college campus—just think about
HBCU'’s, just take black colleges, for
example, on Monday, the 23d. If every
professor say, OK, what we will do this
day is we will register every student in
this class. When you walk into my
class, you have the opportunity to reg-
ister to vote the first 5 minutes, and |
will personally turn these forms in.
And the 100 percent voter registration
on college campus, the kind of power,
and not just HBCU'’s, historically black
colleges, but all college students can
have if they only exercise that con-
stitutional right, and it is so easy to
do.

I mean some can right now in their
dormitories just dial 1-800-REGISTER
and be registered to vote.

Mr. JACKSON of Illinois. If the gen-
tleman would yield, and | thank the
gentleman for yielding once again, you
know this is a democracy. We claim to
be the largest democracy in the world,
the oldes