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successful and productive members of their
community. Through his profound commitment
and boundless energy, thousands of young
people each year acquire solid academic skills
that help them launch successful careers. I
have met countless graduates that attribute
much of their success to Leon’s keen under-
standing of their individual learning needs. The
curriculum at Kingsborough is vast and di-
verse enough so that people of all income lev-
els, ethnic and cultural backgrounds, ages,
and training have the opportunity to earn their
degree. Leon has been a true inspiration to
the people of New York and the residents of
Brooklyn.

Among the successful educational programs
Leon has developed include the My Turn pro-
gram for senior citizens, the New Start pro-
gram to help increase interaction with CUNY,
bilingual studies, and the Institute for Public
Service. Under Leon’s leadership,
Kingsborough has created more collaborative
programs than any institution in the city, State,
or Nation. Another innovative program which
he championed is the College Now program,
designed to help high school students, remain
until graduation while also encouraging them
to continue their studies. In addition, the
Teacher’s Academy program, which provides
hundreds of New York City public school
teachers on sabbatical leave to enroll at
Kingsborough for 1 year to further their profes-
sional development. These results-oriented ini-
tiatives are vivid examples of Leon’s creative
visions for educational achievement.

Those attending Kingsborough have come
to understand Leon’s influence in their edu-
cational development. I urge all my colleagues
and fellow residents of Brooklyn to congratu-
late Leon Goldstein for 25 distinguished years
of service to Kingsborough and wish him con-
tinued success in his future endeavors.
f

ST. CROIX CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL
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Wednesday, May 29, 1996

Mr. FRAZER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
pay special recognition to the St. Croix Central
High School Jazz and Concert Bands. Their
recent participation in a prestigious high
school band competition in Atlanta, GA, is evi-
dence of their determination to succeed.

The St. Croix Central High School Concert
and Jazz Bands under the direction of Mr.
Stan Joins won top honors at the May 3,
1996, Georgia music competition which was
sponsored by the Music Educators National
Conference. The 55-member band competed
against 17 schools from the east coast. The
concert band placed second and the ensem-
ble jazz band received special recognition.

In competition, the concert band played Mo-
zart’s overture to ‘‘The Marriage of Figaro,’’
‘‘Beausoir’’ by Claude Debussy, and ‘‘Festival
Prelude’’ arranged by Alfred Reed. The jazz
ensemble arrangements included their own
version of ‘‘Blue Monk,’’ a Roger Pemberton
arrangement of ‘‘Killer Joe,’’ and a Sammy
Nestico arrangement of ‘‘Jumpin at the
Woodside.’’ The groups were so impressive
judges joined them on the stage to acknowl-
edge their appreciation for the performances.

Some members of the band also received
special recognition in various categories. Mr.
John Sewer, Jr., was named outstanding jazz
trumpeter, Mr. Seymour Joseph and Mr.
Calbert Marius were named outstanding jazz
saxophonist. Mr. Joel Massicott received out-
standing rhythm soloist. Further, the jazz band
won the honor of most outstanding jazz
rhythm section.

The following students are true ambas-
sadors for the U.S. Virgin Islands: Dyanne
Baptisite, Kim Bethelmie, Robereti Blackmon,
Craig Bradshaw, Bernard Bruney, Michael
Bynoe, Leah Camacho, Zenobia Camacho,
Edward Chapman, Veronica Chapman,
Melicer Charles, Tauran Charles, Pamela
Clarke, Cyril Dash, Irvin Doctrine, Evastus
Drew, Wanda Evans, Ronald Feracho, Ideola
Francis, Yasmin Farrel, Karl Frederick,
Charese Frett, Sherrica Galloway, Ayinde
George, Sammy Griffin, John Henry,
Shekkaya Henry, Alex Hector, Francis Jack-
son, Emery Jagrup, Filbert Jagrup, Seymour
Joseph, Dwayne Krauser, Maria Lopez, Lynel
Lynch, Calbert Marius, Joel Massicott, Elias
Mercado, Andrew Merchant, Phillip Merchant,
Afiya Murphy, Natalie Pant, Sheryl Pant, Aisha
Parrilla, April Peterson, Desiree Phillip,
Vanessa Phillip, Rafael Prince, Denise
Quindland, Victor Quinones, Morgan Ray-
mond, Aaron St. Luce, Conroy Samuel, John
Sewer, Jr., Tatyana Simon, Kenneth
Vanterpool, George D. Ventura, Hassan West,
and Therese Woods.

I ask my colleagues to join me today in con-
gratulating Mr. Stan Joins, and the St. Croix
Central High School Concert and Jazz Band
members for the outstanding contributions
they have made on behalf of the Virgin Is-
lands. I wish them the very best as they con-
tinue to fulfill their dreams.
f
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Mr. KNOLLENBERG. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor a special person—Leona Mac-
Donald Urquhart.

She is a special lady because since 1924—
that’s right—more than 70 years, she has
worked day-in and day-out at the Pine Lake
Country Club.

As she turns 83 years old, she continues to
work at the club as executive hostess.

She began working at Pine Lake at age 11
as an assistant in the kitchen and helping the
housekeeping staff. With only a short leave to
have her two children, she has served loyally
and continuously for more than 70 years.

Many people, members and guests, have
walked through the doors of this club, and
Leona has known and greeted them all—and
they have known her. They have enjoyed her
humor, her smile, her assistance, her dedica-
tion.

She is an example of the work ethic and
dedication that made America the greatest
country in the world.

Now, she deserves her praise. She de-
serves our loyalty. She deserves our thanks.

In a world where dedication and loyalty
have less and less meaning each day, Leona
Urquhart is a champion of many things.

But most of all, her triumph, her legacy, and
her presence makes us proud.

Good Luck Leona. I hope you are there for
another 70 years. Pine Lake would not be the
same if you are not.
f
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Mr. PAYNE of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, I
would like to bring to the attention of my col-
leagues, an extraordinary family who has ac-
cepted an extraordinary mission. On Saturday,
May 25, a tribute was paid to Bishop James
A. Parrott.

Bishop Parrott and the Parrott family re-
sponded to the noticeable plight of the hungry,
the unemployed, the underemployed, and the
myriad number of citizens who are forced to
live on fixed incomes that are below the pov-
erty level. What makes this unique? In 1981,
before the modern-day soup kitchen was es-
tablished in many of our communities, Bishop
Parrott opened what was known as the ‘‘Soup
Kitchen at 1035 Broad Street’’ in Newark, NJ.
This small, seemingly insignificant gesture of
consciousness cast the dye for what would
become Bishop Parrott’s street ministry.

Lighthouse Community Services [LCS] was
founded in 1981 and incorporated in 1989.
The first meal was served on February 19,
1981 and consisted of homemade cornbread
and soup prepared by Mother Ann Parrott,
Mother Betty Martin and Mother Constance
Baskerville. They started feeding a small
group of about 20 individuals three times a
week for lunch. What started as a modest
number of 20 grew to 757. Since 1981 over 1
million meals have been served and over
5,000 persons have been temporarily housed
at LCS. As the program grew so did the num-
ber of volunteers.

In addition to nutritional meals being served
daily, emergency shelter for men, women, and
children is provided on a daily basis. The
men’s residential shelter is used to house
those in need while they complete school and/
or find jobs, thereby enabling them to return to
the mainstream of society as productive citi-
zens.

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to bring the story
of the Lighthouse Community Services to my
colleagues and to the annals of U.S. history.
The Parrott family has much of which to be
proud and thankful. I offer my best wishes to
Bishop James A. Parrott, Mother Ann Parrott
and their children—James Jr., Dennis, de-
ceased, Joan, Steven, Andrew and Mark. Five
of the children are ordained clergy with the ex-
ception of Mark who is an ordained Deacon.
f
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Mr. HOKE. Mr. Speaker, although for most
Americans it came and went without special
notice, May 7 was a very important day. You
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might say it was a holiday of sorts, but unfor-
tunately not the kind that will get you a day off
work.

May 7 was tax freedom day, and according
to the nonpartisan Tax Foundation it was the
day that Americans finally stopped working for
the Government and started working for them-
selves and their families.

That’s right. Americans worked from Janu-
ary 1 of this year up to May 7—over 4
months—just to pay for the cost of Govern-
ment at all levels—Federal, State, and local.
As a result of tax increases passed in 1993—
which I voted against—this is the latest in the
year that tax freedom day has ever fallen.
That means what I think most Americans al-
ready know in their gut: taxes are too high and
Government costs too much. Consider:

In 1950, the average income family of four
paid less than 5 percent of its income in total
taxes and one wage earner could easily sup-
port the entire family. Today that same aver-
age income family pays about 24 percent to
the Federal Government alone, 38 percent
when you add in State and local taxes—the
highest percentage in American peacetime
history.

Because taxes are so high, middle-class in-
comes are being squeezed—not to support
the family, but to support the Government.

What’s even more disturbing is that the
pressure to earn more leaves us with less
time and energy to spend with our children or
to get involved with our church or community.
And when that happens our whole Nation suf-
fers because our children suffer.

The corrosive and damaging effect of tax-
ation on America’s working families must be
corrected. One giant step in the right direction
is a $500 per child tax credit—a measure I am
supporting in Congress.

With this credit, a family of four earning
$30,000 would have its 1996 Federal income
tax cut in half and the entire Federal tax bur-
den of 4.7 million working families at the low-
est income levels would be eliminated com-
pletely.

I am also supporting repeal of the 1993 gas
tax increase of 4.3 cents per gallon. Of all the
forms of taxation, the gas tax is one of the
most unfair because it falls disproportionately
on those at the bottom of the economic lad-
der.

Combined, these two tax cuts will provide
some long overdue tax relief for America’s
working families. And wouldn’t it be nice if tax
freedom day fell a little earlier next year?
f
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Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
honor an outstanding educator and mentor in
Brooklyn, Mr. Sheldon ‘‘Shelly’’ Stiefeld, who
is retiring after 34 years of service to New
Yorks’ public schools. Thousands of young-
sters have learned a great deal from Shelly
and his wife. Their tireless work and energy
have done much to ensure the success of
Brooklyn students.

I am especially familiar with Shelly’s out-
standing teaching abilities as he was my world

history teacher at James Madison High School
in Brooklyn. As an 11th grader, I was dazzled
by his animated lectures and became en-
tranced by his knowledge of different cultures
and traditions. I am deeply grateful to him for
giving me a strong basis for a future career in
government.

It gives me great pleasure to join all the par-
ents, students and friends in honor of Shelly
Stiefeld’s commitment to public education and
academic excellence. My educational training
under Shelly left me with a positive view of
Brooklyn public schools. My own children fol-
low the same path, as they also attend public
schools. Shelly’s retirement will certainly come
as a loss to those who were fortunate enough
to grow under his tutelage.
f

ST. CROIX HIGH SCHOOL MIXED
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Mr. FRAZER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
pay special recognition to the St. Croix Central
High School Mixed Chorus, Jazz Choir, and
Visuals Ensemble under the direction of Mr.
Otis Alexander. Their recent participation in
the North American Music Festival which was
held at the Georgia Institute of Technology in
Atlanta, and McEachern High School in Pow-
der Springs, GA, on April 10–14, 1996, is re-
flective of their desire to excel.

The mixed chorus in the open Division AAA
and the jazz choir in the same division won
two trophies for outstanding performances.
The visual ensemble received a plaque for the
excellent choreography which was set to the
music ‘‘Maghelena’’ by Sergio Mendez.

Fourteen high school choruses, jazz choirs,
madrigal singers, marching bands, and or-
chestras from four States and the Virgin Is-
lands competed in this national music festival.
The Virgin Islands performance is a testament
to their hard work and determination to suc-
ceed. Their accomplishments are also a re-
flection of the dedication of Mr. Otis Alexan-
der, and accompanists Mr. Daryl Richards and
Ms. Barbara Brown.

The 57 students from St. Croix Central High
School enjoyed the honor of bringing to the
virgin islands two trophies and a plaque which
symbolized their excellent performance. Their
participation in this music festival will be
etched in their minds for many years to come.

The following students are true Ambas-
sadors for the U.S. Virgin Islands: Rawlston
Benjamin, Jermain Blair, Ajene Browne, Junita
Chapman, Josette Cobb, Arthur Connor,
Dwayne Cromwell, Diane Cruicshank, Kenya
Daniels, Kaleema de’Lande, Angel Felix, Col-
leen Francis, Jeannette Garcia, Brian Gardine,
Craig George, Pete Gibson, Cherie Gordon,
Tishri Greenidge, Frank Griffith, Germaine
Gumbs, Juana Gumbs, Randy Haile, Jo-Ann
Hamilton, Kysha Hendricks, Jenee James,
Cliff John, David Jones, Tena Lee, Nicole
Logan, Cory McAlpin, Jada McAlpin,
Showayne Modeste, Kalila Moorehead, Ro-
berta Munoz, Antonia Navarra, Raymond
O’Reilly, Lisa Pascal, Kirby Pascal, Jason
Polius, Louisa Prosper, Rona Rawlins, Cheray
Reid, Shawn Robles, Travis Rogers, Mervelle

Sage, Lloyd Samuel, Erolyn Sweeney, Marsha
Taylor, Akeda Thomas, Latisha Tonge, Estelle
Torrens, Isabel Torrens, Tamyka Weekes,
Hassan West, Naqueeba Wynter, and Wendy
Wynter.

I ask my colleagues to join me today in con-
gratulating Mr. Otis D. Alexander, Mr. Daryl
Richards, Ms. Barbara Brown, and the mem-
bers of the St. Croix Central High School
Mixed Chorus, Jazz Choir, and Visual Ensem-
ble for the outstanding contributions they have
made on behalf of the Virgin Islands. I wish
them the very best as they continue to fulfill
their dreams.
f
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Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to

pay tribute to Rabbi Edward and Sara Garsek
as they leave our community after more than
20 years of service. Since 1975, Rabbi Garsek
has served as the spiritual leader of the Ortho-
dox Congregation Etz Chayim in Toledo. In
that capacity he has earned the admiration
and respect of the entire Jewish community
and beyond that all of the citizenry of our city.
Through these years he and his wife Sara
have worked lovingly and consistently to raise
the spirituality of their extended Toledo family.

An integral part of the Garseks’ roles as
rabbi and rebbetzin has been as teachers—fill-
ing an enormous need in our community,
teaching audit education courses, Hebrew
High School, Community Hebrew School, as
well as Sunday religious school. The benefit of
their professionalism is most keenly felt at the
Hebrew Academy of Toledo, where they meet
daily with their pupils. They will be long re-
membered by their students.

Rabbi Garsek leads his congregation with a
wonderful sense of humility, a warm sense of
humor, and a passionate love of Israel—the
People and the State. Sara is his perfect com-
plement, a tower of strength in her knowledge,
believe, and devotion to the words of the
Torah. We in Toledo know them to live by the
words of Hillel, ‘‘Be of the disciples of Aaron,
loving peace and pursuing peace; be one who
loves human beings and draws them near to
Torah.’’

Rabbi and Sarah Garsek came to Con-
gregation Etz Chayim bringing with them three
very young girls, Chaya, Esther, and Devorah.
Over the years, they have been blessed with
four more beautiful children, Zev, Shoahana,
Rachael, and Yitzchak; a son-in-law, David;
and two grandsons, Bentzion and Akiva.

Rabbi and Sara Garsek will be missed, but
we know their presence will grace their new
community as it has ours.
f

CONGRATULATING LT. COL. AND
MRS. KENNETH P. STUART ON 45
YEARS OF SERVICE

HON. BUD SHUSTER
OF PENNSYLVANIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 29, 1996
Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Speaker, today I want to

recognize a husband and wife who have made
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