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Indiana has the 19th highest birth rate

among unmarried teens ages 15 to 19 in the
country. Total births to women aged 10 to 19
reached 11,842 in 1993. Of those births, 77%
were out-of-wedlock, a 28% increase since
1983. 450 teenagers under the age of 17 gave
birth to a second child in 1993.

PROBLEMS FOR TEEN FAMILIES

Teen families confront numerous difficul-
ties. Mothers and babies face serious health
risks. Teenagers engaging in premature sex
expose themselves to the risks of sexually
transmitted diseases, and teen pregnancy too
often leads to abortion. Babies born to teen
mothers often are premature and under-
weight. Teen parents are less likely to finish
high school and gain the skills necessary to
secure employment, resulting in a depend-
ency on welfare that is hard to break. Nearly
half of long-term welfare recipients are
women who gave birth before the age of 17.

Studies also suggest that the children of
teen parents fare worse than those from two-
parent families on measures of health, edu-
cation, and emotional and behavioral adjust-
ment. Childhood abuse and neglect—which
children of teens often are victims of—in-
crease the odds of future delinquency and
adult criminality by 40%. And children of
teen parents are far more likely to become
teen parents themselves.

WHY TEEN PREGNANCIES ARE RISING

There is no easy explanation for the rising
number of teen pregnancies. Many teen par-
ents were born into a world of poverty, teen-
age parenthood, and welfare dependency that
they have difficulty escaping. Few teen par-
ents have the same hopes, dreams and aspi-
rations as the average American teenager, or
the self-confidence and feeling of self-worth
necessary to set goals for the future. Many
see having a child as a comfort in a difficult
life.

Broader social factors also contribute to
this problem. We live in a more permissive
culture, where teen parenthood and out-of-
wedlock births carry less of a social stigma
than they once did. We read every day about
celebrities and star athletes having children
out-of-wedlock, and we see the same thing in
movies and on television programs. We also
don’t educate young people about the risks
associated with teen parenthood.

WHAT CAN BE DONE

First, we must work to bring down the
number of teenage pregnancies. We must per-
suade teens to abstain from sex, to not give
in to peer pressure, and to accept the tradi-
tional values in their lives. One of the most
valuable things we can do is instill in young
people feelings of self-confidence and self-
worth, help them set goals for their future
and help them achieve these goals. All teen-
agers must realize they have many options
in life—to go to school, to work, to contrib-
ute to their communities, and in all this to
make responsible decisions. If teens feel that
their future goals would be jeopardized by
becoming a parent too early, they will have
real incentives to delay parenthood.

Second, we must find more effective ways
to support families of teenage parents with-
out creating incentives for out-of-wedlock
births. Fathers must be held responsible for
the support of their children; about 60% of
teen births are fathered by older men on av-
erage five or six years older than the mother.
I support efforts to establish paternity at
birth and to strengthen child support collec-
tion. Furthermore, teen parents should be
encouraged to live at home and stay in
school whenever this is an option. President
Clinton recently unveiled a plan to make
federal assistance contingent on such living
arrangements.

Third, for those teen parents whose house-
holds are abusive or unstable, we should es-

tablish community-based facilities to house
and support young families while the mother
completes school or job training. Much of
the national discussion about teen preg-
nancy has highlighted the success of these
‘‘second chance homes.’’ Places like St. Eliz-
abeth’s in New Albany have high success
rates in teaching teen mothers how to pro-
vide safe, loving, and stable homes for their
babies.

CONCLUSIONS

Raising children today is extraordinarily
difficult, even for mature adults. For young
people, who themselves are still growing up,
the issue is much more complicated. We
must do what we can to prevent young peo-
ple from entering parenthood too soon, to
help them realize their full potential as indi-
viduals with promising futures, and to ac-
cept the responsibility and the consequences
of their actions.

Governments can also work in partnership
with private groups, charities and churches
to help young parents create a healthier en-
vironment in which their children can grow.
Many teenage parents try very hard to be
good parents, but the challenges are
daunting. Community-based programs have
proven successful at helping these teenagers
become more responsible parents and more
productive citizens, and we should continue
to encourage these efforts.
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Mrs. MEEK of Florida. Mr. Speaker, it is in-
deed a distinct honor to pay tribute to one of
Miami’s unsung heroes, Dr. William R. Perry,
Jr. His retirement from the Dade County public
schools on May 30, 1996 will certainly leave a
great void in our community.

He truly epitomizes the preeminence of a
gentleman, as well as the virtues of a scholar.
Having attended Coppin State College and
Loyola College for his undergraduate studies,
he obtained his doctorate degree from the
University of Massachusetts. He served as a
classroom teacher and later on as adminis-
trator with the Baltimore City public schools.
He was subsequently awarded a Rockefeller
Foundation Superintendent Fellowship in
1976, one of the Nation’s most prestigious
honors given to postdoctoral scholars.

Ever since I have known Dr. Bill Perry, he
has always been at the forefront of ensuring
equality of opportunity for everyone in our
community. At the same time, his forceful ad-
vocacy in adhering to the tenets of equal treat-
ment under the law not only in the halls of
academia but in every segment of government
agency has become almost legendary. In fact,
countless others have been touched by his
genuine commitment, especially toward those
who could least fend for themselves.

Dr. Perry is the consummate community ac-
tivist who abides by the dictum that those who
have less in life, through no fault of their own,
should be helped by the Government, regard-
less of their race, creed, gender, or political af-
filiation. In fact, countless others have been
touched by his unique sincerity and his unre-
lenting penchant for ‘‘stick-to-itiveness’’ to any
cause he takes up or any crusade he embarks
on. The numerous accolades with which he

has been honored by various organizations
represents an unequivocal testimony of the ut-
most respect he enjoys from our community.

Blessed with a down-to-earth common
sense, he is also imbued with the rare wisdom
of recognizing the strengths and limitations of
those who have been empowered to govern.
This unique leadership was tested to the hilt
when he took over the presidency of the
Greater Miami NAACP, after his stint with the
Miami-Dade Operation PUSH and the George
Washington Carver YMCA.

The acumen of his intelligence was felt at a
time when Miami needed someone to put in
perspective the agony of disenfranchised Afri-
can-Americans and other minorities yearning
to belong. When government and community
leaders met to douse the still-burning embers
of the Miami riots in the early 1980’s, his was
the firm voice of reason, wisely articulating his
credo that one has got to learn and live with
one another in the global community, or
shamefully reap the grapes of wrath from
those who have been left out.

He thoroughly understood the
accoutrements of power and leadership, and
he sagely exercised them alongside the man-
date of his conviction and the wisdom of his
conscience focusing all their elements upon
the good of the community he learned to love
and care for so deeply.

His undaunted efforts shaped and formed
the agenda of community organizations, such
as the Miami-based Haitian Refugee Center,
the Women’s Welfare Coalition, and the
Overtown Advisory Committee, to name but a
few. His word is his bond to those who have
dealt with him—not only in his moments of tri-
umphal exuberance in helping our wayward
youth turn the corners around, but also in his
quest to transform Dade County into a verita-
ble mosaic of vibrant cultures and diverse
peoples converging in the great experiment
that is America.

Dr. William R. Perry, Jr. truly exemplified a
one-of-a-kind leadership whose courageous vi-
sion and wisdom appealed to our noblest
character as a community. He will certainly be
missed.
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Mr. SOLOMON. Mr. Speaker, I have always
been proud of the heritage and physical beau-
ty of the 22d Congressional District of New
York which I have the privilege of represent-
ing. It is for this reason, to savor the history
and character of the picturesque towns and
counties, that I return home every weekend.

We often forget, Mr. Speaker, that the real
America is not Washington, but the small
towns and villages where real people live and
work. I would like to talk about one such town
today.

Esperance, NY, located in beautiful
Schoharie County will be celebrating their
150th birthday on this Memorial Day, Monday,
May 27, 1996. And what a fitting time for a
celebration of history and community. It could
not be more appropriate considering people all
across this Nation will be paying tribute to
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those courageous veterans who have made
the ultimate sacrifice on behalf of their coun-
try, and yes Mr. Speaker, on behalf of their
family and friends in towns like Esperance.

But not everyone around the country has
the opportunity to celebrate and rejoice in
what the people of Esperance can this Mon-
day. Even though things have changed there,
like everywhere else, there is something spe-
cial that remains an unmistakable part of the
town’s character that not enough people
throughout the country can still boast of today.
That something is the distinct smalltown
charm that grips the town and the good citi-
zens of Esperance. It can be seen at the
church hall and the fire department and across
the streets and fields where children play and
farmers work.

Yes, Mr. Speaker, that smalltown camara-
derie and neighborly hospitality is one thing
that thankfully has not changed. But I’ll tell you
about another thing. It is the pride and values
of the citizenry. These are the things that I ad-
mire most about the towns like Esperance
throughout my congressional district. And on
May 27, residents of Esperance will take part
in daylong festivities commemorating their her-
itage. There will be tours of the various histori-
cal sites and museum, contests for the chil-
dren, parades and wagon rides and plenty of
time to catch up with friends and neighbors
and give thanks for the town and community
they share.

Mr. Speaker, I commend the good people of
Esperance for their commitment to their home
and hard work in organizing this memorial to
their heritage. I ask that you and all Members
of the House join me in paying tribute to the
people of Esperance on the occasion of the
town’s 150th birthday.
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Mr. MARTINI. Mr. Speaker, it is with great
pleasure I rise today to salute Polish people
around the world in recognition of the 205th
anniversary of the adoption of Poland’s first
Constitution. At this time I would also com-
mend my good friend and colleague Jack
Quinn for his work on House Concurrent Res-
olution 165 which formalizes this important
recognition.

On May 3, 1996, Polish people and Ameri-
cans of Polish decent celebrated their coun-
try’s rich history and the establishment of the
first liberal constitution in Europe. Preceded
only by our own United States Constitution in
1787, this Polish blueprint similarly established
three independent branches of government.
House Concurrent Resolution 165 under-
scores that this document was designed to
protect Poland’s sovereignty and national unity
while creating a progressive constitutional
monarchy. Further, it recognizes that the con-
stitution represented Central-Eastern Europe’s
first attempt to end the feudal system and se-
cure freedoms for Polish people.

Mr. Speaker, I have the good fortune of rep-
resenting the Eighth District of New Jersey, a

unique area diverse in cultural backgrounds.
No one can deny the tumultuous history Po-
land has endured. And, given the changing
political and economic landscape of Eastern
Europe, we must embrace the spirit of the
original Polish Constitution and build upon it.

Today, a new Poland is emerging. It has ex-
perienced its first real open elections in sev-
eral generations and continues to work toward
the democratic goals of inclusion in the North
Atlantic Treaty Organization [NATO] and com-
plete inclusion in the Western community.

Mr. Speaker, I encourage my colleagues to
join me in this important recognition of demo-
cratic principles. I commend the people of Po-
land for their perseverance and commitment to
freedom.
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Mr. MARTINI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in
support of House Concurrent Resolution 167
which recognizes April 26, 1996, as the 10th
Anniversary of the Chernobyl Nuclear Disas-
ter. This international tragedy is one that de-
serves recognition for the day and more im-
portantly for the people who experienced it.

As we look back at the 10 years that have
passed since this catastrophe, we are re-
minded of those who were lost during the ini-
tial explosion and, more far-reaching, the loss
of nearly 500,000 additional lives due to radi-
ation exposure over time. The people of
Ukraine have been facing the aftermath of the
Chernobyl disaster for years. An estimated 3.5
million inhabitants, including 1 million children,
of the Chernobyl area were exposed to high
levels of radiation. This type of exposure has
generated numerous diseases and been re-
sponsible for thousands of deaths. Thyroid
cancer alone affects one child per 10,000
every year. It is difficult to imagine the pain
these people have endured over time.

On top of this physical and emotional an-
guish, the people of this region have also suf-
fered a severe economic ruin. Their once fer-
tile land is now tagged with the cold label of
‘‘exclusion zone’’ or ‘‘permanent control zone.’’
In both instances, the cultivating of crops is
completely prohibited. Without the ability to
farm crops, these people must attempt to tack-
le a highly expensive cleanup with a severely
diminished income; a difficult task for any
group to conquer, particularly under the ex-
treme circumstances.

This is more than the recognition of a day
that occurred 10 years ago Mr. Speaker. This
anniversary embodies 10 years worth of
strength and perseverance the people of
Ukraine have displayed. The nature of this
prolonged suffering is especially
heartwrenching. The accident at Chernobyl is
still claiming victims today, over 10 years after
the event occurred. The failure of the No. 4 re-
actor has been attributed to the flawed design,
operator mistakes, and cold war isolation.

Nonetheless, Mr. Speaker, now is not a time
to blame. Now, we must concentrate our ef-
forts to preventing such a tragedy from occur-
ring again. We must work to increase nuclear

safety awareness and promote greater co-
operation between the East And West con-
cerning these matters. We have been given
an opportunity to study the onset of cancer
and other related diseases and we must not
let this window escape unopened.
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Mr. MOLINARI. Mr. Speaker, we have the
opportunity today to enhance the earning po-
tential of millions of working Americans and to
provide important incentives for the small busi-
nesses who hire them.

I am very supportive of the raise in the mini-
mum wage. This amendment to H.R. 1227,
the Employee Commuting Flexibility Act, is a
much needed protection for workers who are
usually nonunion, have few skills, and little ne-
gotiating strength. Also, because the fringe
benefits earned by minimum wage workers
are usually less than nonminimum wage em-
ployees, they get hit twice as hard.

Not only will an increase in the current mini-
mum wage boost thousands of workers and
their families above the poverty line, the in-
crease will be a tremendous relief to women.
Currently, about 59 percent of minimum wage
workers are woman. A raise in the minimum
wage will empower these working women with
the resources to keep them competitive with
their male counterparts.

Often, the downside to minimum wage hikes
are a proven loss of jobs for small businesses.
The Republicans, however, are increasing the
minimum wage in a responsible way that will
actually help small business increase jobs. Mr.
GOODLING’s amendment will allow employers
to pay newly hired employees the current min-
imum wage for the first 90 days of employ-
ment and it detaches the minimum wage from
employees who receive tips. Further, it ex-
empts employees of small businesses with
less than $500,000 in annual gross sales.
Clearly these provisions, in addition to the
Small Business Job Protection Act, will ease
any burden that may have been placed on
small businesses in implementing the in-
creased minimum wage.

The Small Business Job Protection Act will
increase, by $7,500, expensing for small busi-
ness, simplify small business pension plans,
and provide a credit to employers for hiring
AFDC recipients, certain veterans, disabled
workers as well as high-risk and summer
youth employees. Further, this bill will allow
workers to deduct, up to $5,250, employer-
paid educational assistance from their taxable
income. It will be retroactive to 1995 and help
thousands of hard-working Americans in fur-
thering their education, a great benefit to both
the employee as well as the employer. This
specific provision would have a direct impact
on students who attend Wagner College and
the College at Staten Island, both of which are
in my district. We are now making it easier for
small businesses to send their employees to
college, which benefits both employers and
their employees, who will get much needed
assistance in paying for ever-growing tuition
costs.
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