
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of RemarksE764 May 10, 1996
the latest videos featuring the latest in fire-
fighting tactics, as well as attend seminars
where they can obtain the knowledge they
need to save lives. Within a year of becoming
a volunteer firefighter, most attend the Ten-
nessee Fire Training School in Murfreesboro
where they undergo further, intensified train-
ing.

When the residents of my district go to bed
at night, they know that should disaster strike
and their home catch fire, well-trained and
qualified volunteer fire departments are ready
and willing to give so graciously and gener-
ously of themselves. This peace of mind
should not be taken for granted.

By selflessly giving of themselves, they en-
sure a safer future for us all. We owe these
volunteer fire departments a debt of gratitude
for their service and sacrifice.
f

THE 25TH ANNIVERSARY OF
RURAL HEALTH CORPORATION

HON. PAUL E. KANJORSKI
OF PENNSYLVANIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 9, 1996

Mr. KANJORSKI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to recognize the 25th anniversary of the Rural
Health Corp. of northeastern Pennsylvania
[RHC]. Tomorrow, the RHC board of directors,
employees, and friends of the agency wil cele-
brate 25 years of success, and I am pleased
to have been asked to participate in this
event.

The Rural Health Corp. has been instrumen-
tal providing public health services to the resi-
dents of northeastern and central Pennsylva-
nia. The RHC is a private, nonprofit corpora-
tion that was founded for the purpose of pro-
viding primary and preventive health care to
the medically underserved. It concentrates its
efforts on helping those people who are iso-
lated geographically or economically from
major health service centers, and who have
limited alternative health resources.

The RHC is governed by a volunteer, un-
paid board of directors selected from the
areas served by the corporation; over 50 per-
cent of the board members have utilized the
facility’s services. The corporation currently
serves almost 18,000 individuals throughout
the area, providing comprehensive pediatric,
adolescent, and adult health care at six medi-
cal and three dental centers. Other services
include community health education, nutrition
education, and transportation.

The first patients were seen by the RHC
staff in January 1971, in the first RHC build-
ing. By 1973, three additional buildings had
been constructed to serve the rapidly growing
number of patients that were seeking services
from the RHC. The next 4 years focused on
expanding services, and strengthening the
quality of care. Since 1977, two additional
medical centers and one dental center were
opened, and a new building replaced the
RHC’s original facility. In addition, the RHC
opened a pharmacy, and a centralized man-
agement information system complete with
computerized financial, billing, and patient
data a systems.

RHC has participated in a number of inno-
vative health care programs. Between 1984
and 1988, the corporation established the
PennCare Health Plan, a prepaid health care

program for medical assistance recipients. In
the fall of 1987, the RHC launched the
Luzerne County Integration Project to replace
the Pennsylvania Department of Health’s Im-
munization Program, which was then termi-
nated in Luzerne County. The corporation ad-
ministered the area’s State subsidized pro-
gram of vaccination for perdiatric patients.

In 1987, the RHC responded to a Federal
initiative to extend health services to the
homeless under the Stewart B. McKinney
Homeless Assistance Act. Services provided
by the medical care facility include patient out-
reach and case management, mental health
and substance abuse counseling, emergency
and impatient hospitalization.

The services that the RHC has provided
during its years of operation have saved and
improved the live of thousands of people. Dur-
ing its 25-year history, the RHC has evolved
from a small county practice into one of the
largest providers of primary care in the region,
and one of the largest nonprofit community
health center programs in the Commonwealth
of Pennsylvania. The RHC can be proud of all
that it has accomplished. I salute the Rural
Health Corp. of northeastern Pennsylvania
and wish it continued success as it strives to
improve the quality of lives of the people it
serves.
f
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Mr. MILLER of California. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to pay tribute to James R. Nunes,
who is retiring after 33 distinguished years as
a police officer and 17 years as Chief of Po-
lice in Pleasant Hill, California.

Chief Nunes’ distinguished career began in
1959 when he served as a military police offi-
cer in the United States Army. He then pro-
gressed through the ranks in both the Hay-
ward and Sausalito police departments.

In 1979, he arrived in Pleasant Hill to serve
as Chief of Police. He has maintained that es-
teemed rank to the present, and retires with
pride after a long and meritorious career serv-
ing the Bay Area.

Chief Nunes has proven himself as a leader
among leaders in the field of law enforcement
officers and he embodies the very best in
community spirit. Beyond his professional du-
ties, he has volunteered his time and energies
to a variety of organizations and activities. His
caring and dedication are hallmarks of both
his professional and personal life.

I know that the other members of the House
will join me in thanks to Chief James Nunes
for his years of dedicated service to society
and wish him the very best in the future.
f
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Mr. PICKETT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
recognize a truly outstanding naval officer,

Comdr. Chester Burton, Supply Corps, U.S.
Navy, who will soon be completing his tour of
duty in the Navy’s Office of Legislative Affairs.
It is a pleasure for me to recognize several of
his many outstanding achievements.

A native of northern Wisconsin, Commander
Burton received an undergraduate degree in
marketing from St. Cloud State University in
St. Cloud, MN. After growing up in a rural
farming community, Commander Burton felt
what better way to see the world than to join
the navy. After completing Officer Candidate
School in Newport, RI, Chet was commis-
sioned an Ensign in September 1980. He sub-
sequently attended the Navy Supply Corps
School in Athens, GA, completing the quali-
fications to be designated a Supply Corps Offi-
cer. After completing basic submarine school
Commander Burton reported as Supply Officer
of the submarine LaJolla (SSN–701) being
built at Electric Boat in Groton, CT. During his
tour aboard LaJolla, Commander Burton was
a member of the Commissioning Crew and
participated in the ships changing homeport to
San Diego, CA.

Following his initial sea tour, Commander
Burton served at the Naval Supply Depot in
Guam. He then reported to the Naval Air Sys-
tems Command in Arlington, VA, where he
was selected to participate in the Navy Acqui-
sition Contracting Officer internship program.
Due to his outstanding performance as con-
tracting officer for the Rolls Royce engine
used on the AV–8B Harrier Jet, he received
the Secretary of the Navy’s award for excel-
lence in fostering competition and reducing
procurement costs.

Subsequent to his tour at NAVAIR, Com-
mander Burton returned to sea duty aboard
the submarine tender U.S.S. Dixon
homeported in San Diego. He then did back-
to-back sea tours reporting as Supply Officer
aboard U.S.S. Ohio, a trident class ballistic
missile submarine.

Due to his outstanding performance, he was
selected to attend postgraduate school after
completing his tour aboard Ohio. Commander
Burton completed a masters of business ad-
ministration degree at the University of Vir-
ginia’s Darden Graduate Business School in
May 1991. Following graduate school he re-
ported to the Pentagon where he was the ex-
ecutive assistant to the Director of the Supply
Programs and Policy Division, a Navy rear ad-
miral, on the Chief of Naval Operations staff.

Commander Burton reported to the Navy
Legislative Affairs Office in August 1993. Dur-
ing his tenure Chet has been considered the
navy’s procurement expert on Capitol Hill. In
addition to handling literally thousands of in-
quiries relating to naval contracts, he has
been responsible for organizing numerous
government small business conferences in
which many of our constituents have learned
the basics about contracting with the Federal
Government.

Mr. Speaker, Chet Burton, his wife Amy and
their two children Douglas and Sarah, have
made many sacrifices during his 16-year naval
career. Serving on two submarines and a sub-
marine tender, Chet has spent a significant
amount of time underway away from his family
to support the vital role our naval forces play
in our national security. Commander Burton is
a great credit to the U.S. Navy and the coun-
try he so proudly serves. As he now prepares
to depart to yet another new challenge, I call
upon my colleagues from both sides of the
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aisle to wish him every success as well as fair
winds and following seas always.

f

TRIBUTE TO MARCO ANTONIO
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Mr. SERRANO. Mr. Speaker, I rise to pay
tribute to Marco Antonio Muñiz, one of the
most loved and cherished singers among His-
panics in all of the Americas. This weekend
Marco Antonio Muñiz will be given two special
performances at Hostos Community College in
my congressional district of the South Bronx.

Marco Antonio Muñiz was born in 1933 in
Guadalajara, Mexico. His passion for music
started at a very early age, and even as a
child he would take every opportunity to sing
at events in Guadalajara.

As a young man, Marco Antonio joined the
musical group ‘‘Veracuz’’ and later on became
a member of ‘‘Los Tres Ases,’’ a trio which
brought him international fame. ‘‘Los Tres
Ases’’ held performances in all of Latin Amer-
ica and recorded eight LPs, copies of which
are still available in music stores. Among the
many hits the group achieved include: ‘‘Mi
último fracaso’’ (‘‘My last failure’’), ‘‘100
Mujeres’’ (‘‘100 Women’’), ‘‘Que Seas Feliz’’
(‘‘I Wish You Happiness’’), and ‘‘El Reloj’’
(‘‘The Clock’’).

While still at the summit of success, Marco
Antonio decided to leave the trio and seek a
new challenge as a soloist. He struggled in
the beginning, but soon won the admiration of
many in Mexico and the rest of the Americas.

Although his repertoire ranges from tradi-
tional Mariachi music to romantic ballads,
Marco Antonio Muñiz is internationally ac-
claimed as one of the greatest singers of ro-
mantic music. He is commonly called ‘‘The
Most Beloved Voice of America,’’ ‘‘The Ro-
mantic Singer of America,’’ ‘‘The Luxury of
Mexico,’’ and ‘‘The Uncontainable.’’

His music has won the hearts of many
Puerto Ricans. Marco Antonio has performed
in Puerto Rico for the past 34 Christmas holi-
day seasons without a break. His simplicity of
character and undeniable passion in his sing-
ing have gained him recognition as one of the
most talented singers of the Americas.

I have a collection of 50 LPs by Marco An-
tonio Muñiz. His exceptional career has fea-
tured numerous hits and record sales. And
among his recordings is a collection of albums
dedicated to Puerto Rican composers Rafael
Hernández, Sylvia Rexach, and Pedro Flores.
I am proud to say that my first son, José
Marco, was named after him.

The Hispanic community of the South Bronx
is honored to receive this giant of Latin Amer-
ican music.

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me
in paying tribute to Marco Antonio Muñiz, the
most beloved singer of the Americas, for giv-
ing to the Hispanic community the gift of beau-
tiful music.
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Mr. GORDON. Mr. Speaker, I am taking this
opportunity to applaud the invaluable services
provided by the Kittrell Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment. These brave, civic-minded people give
freely of their time so that we may all feel
safer at night.

Few realize the depth of training and hard
work that goes into being a volunteer fire-
fighter. To quote one of my local volunteers,
‘‘These firemen must have an overwhelming
desire to do for others while expecting nothing
in return.’’

Preparation includes twice-monthly training
programs in which they have live drills, study
the latest videos featuring the latest in fire-
fighting tactics, as well as attend seminars
where they can obtain the knowledge they
need to save lives. Within a year of becoming
a volunteer firefighter, most attend the Ten-
nessee fire training school in Murfreesboro
where they undergo further, intensified train-
ing.

When the residents of my district go to bed
at night, they know that should disaster strike
and their home catch fire, well-trained and
qualified volunteer fire departments are ready
and willing to give so graciously and gener-
ously of themselves. This peace of mind
should not be taken for granted.

By selflessly giving of themselves, they en-
sure a safer future for us all. We owe these
volunteer fire departments a debt of gratitude
for their service and sacrifice.
f
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Mr. CRANE. Mr. Speaker, today I would like
to recognize some outstanding business lead-
ers in my district who have risen to the top in
their respective fields. Tonight they will be rec-
ognized by the Rolling Meadows Chamber of
Commerce for their efforts and achievements.
I would like to take a moment to recognize
each for their accomplishments in the hopes
that their achievements will inspire others to
follow their lead.

Kristine M. Stabler, the vice president and
head of sales for the Arlington International
Racecourse, has been named the Business
Leader of the Year. She has worked in the
business community at Arlington International
Racecourse for 14 years and was given the
added responsibility to serve as a liaison be-
tween the racetrack and the business commu-
nity. The Rolling Meadows Chamber of Com-
merce adds that ‘‘she is also the coordinator
of the International Festival of Racing, high-
lighted by the Arlington Million and oversees
the retail operations, guest relations and spe-
cial events.’’ Her interaction with businesses
and the community is extensive and her ac-
complishments impressive.

The Platinum Home Mortgage Corp., which
is a family-owned business, has been award-

ed the Small Business of the Year Award. Al-
though the company is only 21⁄2 years old, it
has grown both physically and financially. It
has brought on staff 88 employees and has
opened offices in Chicago, IL, River Grove, IL,
and Denver, CO. It is now the fourth largest
government residential loan provider in my
State. The Platinum Home Mortgage Corp. is
truly representative of success as they con-
tinue to grow.

Kevin T. Kendrigan, the director of the
Northwest Special Recreation Association
[NSRA] has been recognized as the Commu-
nity Leader of the Year. His resume offers an
extensive list of memberships to associations
and community groups. Even more impressive
are his accomplishments at the NSRA, which
now serves over 2,500 people monthly and
conducts 250 programs for both children and
adults.

The Community Consolidated School Dis-
trict 15 has been awarded the Exceptional
Business/Educational Environment Award.
District 15 has blended traditional educational
classes with interaction between various busi-
ness and community leaders to offer students
a more worldly education. Through innovative
new programs at the local level, sponsored by
private industries, our education system will be
more effective in turning out students who will
have the skills and knowledge that companies
need as they enter the next century.

One award, the Business Beautification
Award, was shared this year between two im-
pressive edifices. The first is Michaels Glass
and Mirror, Inc., which offers a wide variety of
glass work, including auto glass, commercial
and residential glazing, store fronts, table tops,
shower doors, and mirrors. The second is the
Rolling Meadows Shopping Center, owned by
Baird and Warner. Both businesses have un-
dergone substantial renovations to attract new
customers and support businesses.

Mr. Speaker, I commend all of the winners
of the Rolling Meadows Chamber of Com-
merce awards. But more importantly, I thank
all of them for their contributions to the com-
munity in which they live. I and the residents
of the Eighth Congressional District of Illinois
are proud of them.
f

CONDEMNING THE KKK AND EV-
ERYTHING FOR WHICH IT
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Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, the U.S.
Constitution establishes the fundamental rights
we enjoy as Americans. It embodies what is
good and right in America. The first amend-
ment to our Constitution provides for the right
to peacefully assemble, and it enshrines free
speech as being a basic tenet upon which the
democracy of our great Nation rests.

As history has taught us, the Constitution,
which represents so much of what is good in
our country, also protects those who promote
evil. I am sad to say that the Ku Klux Klan
[KKK], which embraces bigotry, hatred, and in-
tolerance, will exercise its first amendment
rights and rally in Portage, IN this Saturday,
May 11. I join the overwhelming majority of
Portage residents—and others in Northwest
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