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TRIBUTE TO THE CENTER FOR

JEWISH HISTORY

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 30, 1996

Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker, today I rise
to pay tribute to the Center for Jewish History.
I ask my colleagues to join with me in cele-
brating the establishment of this very impor-
tant institution and in recognizing the immeas-
urable contribution it will make to the study of
Jewish history.

The Center for Jewish History is comprised
of four established institutions: the American
Jewish Historical Society; the Leo Baeck Insti-
tute; Yeshiva University Museum; and the
YIVO Institute for Jewish Research. These es-
tablished and highly respected institutions
have become partners in the visionary cre-
ation of a center devoted to the study of Jew-
ish history and culture. The goal of this major
partnership is to house each of the partner-in-
stitutions’ research libraries, preserve each of
their collections of historical documents, works
of art, and objects, and to plan and mount ex-
hibits of these combined collections. The new
Center for Jewish History will also publish im-
portant works of scholarship, present lectures
and educational events, and sponsor fellow-
ships in Judaic studies. With the cooperation
of major universities, the center will also es-
tablish specialized graduate and post-graduate
studies programs.

The collaboration of these four important in-
stitutions to form the center for Jewish History
is an unprecedented enterprise. Sunday, April
28, 1996, marks the celebration of the center’s
founder’s day. With the support of the Jewish
community and the collaboration of the four
established partner-institutions, the center is
destined to become a major educational and
cultural resource for all Americans.

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to pay tribute here
today to the inception of the Center for Jewish
History, whose establishment marks an impor-
tant milestone in the advancement of the
study and preservation of Jewish history. I ask
my colleagues to join with me in this tribute
and to celebrate the creation of the Center for
Jewish History, a very significant contribution
to the resources for advanced Judaic scholar-
ship in the United States.
f

ON COSPONSORING H.R. 3199, H.R.
3200, AND H.R. 3201, FDA REFORM

HON. CHARLES W. STENHOLM
OF TEXAS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 30, 1996

Mr. STENHOLM. Mr. Speaker, today, I am
pleased to add my name as a cosponsor of
the three bills that make up the comprehen-
sive Food and Drug Administration [FDA] re-
form being considered in the House. Most
Americans believe that the FDA approval
process for new drugs, medical devices, and
foods should be streamlined to ensure that
citizens have access to life-saving products.
Many believe, however, that this streamlining
effort also must preserve the public’s con-
fidence in the agency’s mission of protecting
the health and safety of consumers. I agree

with both concerns and believe that both goals
can be met through commonsense legislation.

While I have some concerns about these
FDA reform bills, I strongly agree with the un-
derlying principle that there are constructive
reforms of FDA that should be enacted. I am
cosponsoring these bills because I believe
they are a step in the right direction. At the
same time, I believe it is critical that the hear-
ing process function as it should, providing an
opportunity for all interested parties to air their
concerns and assisting Congress in making
changes in the legislation as appropriate.

Some of the people who have approached
me about FDA reform have described it as a
‘‘work in progress.’’ Therefore, I look forward
to seeing what progress can be made to ad-
dress some of the concerns I have heard re-
garding safety. In particular, I know that breast
implant recipients, understandably, have some
concerns along these lines. I also have had
expressed to me an uncertainty about moving
too quickly to privatization, as well as con-
cerns expressed from the State level about
changes in the State and Federal relationship.

I am convinced that a middle ground can be
reached to reduce bureaucracy and delay,
while also protecting the public health and
safety. I believe that, while not perfect, these
three bills set us off down that path toward ap-
propriate FDA reform.
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HONORING DELMONT LODGE 43,
FORMERLY VALLEY FORGE
COUNCIL, BSA

HON. JON D. FOX
OF PENNSYLVANIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 30, 1996
Mr. FOX of Pennsylvania. Mr. Speaker, I

rise today to recognize the accomplishments
of a group of citizens that have had a tremen-
dous impact on the 13th Congressional District
over the past 66 years.

This year these citizens, members of an or-
ganization known as the Order of the Arrow,
will merge their lodge, Delmont Lodge No. 43,
with the founding lodge of the Order, Unami
Lodge No. 1, to form a new lodge. They are
merging as a result of a merger between two
Boy Scout councils in the area. Valley Forge
Council, which formerly served Montgomery
and Delaware Counties, including the 13th
Congressional District, and Philadelphia Coun-
cil, which served the city of Philadelphia, con-
solidated their operations into the Cradle of
Liberty Council on the first day of this year.

The Order of the Arrow is an honor camper
society within the Boy Scouts of America. The
scout units select from members in their troop
those who have represented the best prin-
ciples of Scouting and nominate them for
membership in this organization. Following an
ordeal which the candidates face several per-
sonal challenges, they become members of
the brotherhood.

This organization has its roots in the Dela-
ware valley. It was started in the summer of
1915 by E. Urner Goodman on Treasure Is-
land, an island no more than 30 miles up river
from Philadelphia in the middle of the Dela-
ware River. He devised this organization as a
means to keep young men interested in re-
turning to summer camp every year.

Word of Goodman’s organization spread,
and some members of Valley Forge Council,

known at that time as Delaware and Mont-
gomery Counties Council, were inducted by
members of this original lodge. As time pro-
gressed, staff at the council’s camp in Green
Lane, Camp Delmont, decided to start their
own lodge. In 1929, with the help of Jack Fos-
ter, Delmont Lodge was born, and with it in-
creased opportunity for the scouts in the 13th
Congressional District.

One of the crowning achievements of the
order has been its ability to successful com-
bine youth leadership with adult advising. As a
result, through participation in this organization
millions of scouts have had the opportunity to
experience direct leadership. The organization
offers opportunities to work in event planning,
publications, promotions, acting, and service.

Delmont’s brothers have also spent innu-
merable hours giving service to the community
and to Camp Delmont itself. They provide
money for disadvantaged scouts to attend
summer camp. They also promote the camp’s
program to over 150 individual scout units
every year.

Delmont has also been recognized nation-
ally for their outstanding level of service. In
1995, the lodge received the highest recogni-
tion any lodge can receive, the Urner E.
Goodman Camping Award. It is only pre-
sented to eight lodges each year, two in each
region. And in 1982, as well as every year
from 1989 to 1995, they received national
honor lodge recognition, ranking it consistently
among the best of the lodges across the coun-
try.

Mr. Speaker, while on September 1, 1996,
Delmont Lodge will merge with Unami Lodge,
and despite that the name and number of this
institution will no longer exist, the spirit and
dedication of the individuals associated with
this brotherhood will help preserve what they
have accomplished over the years. These citi-
zens will work to ensure that the new lodge
works just as hard to provide assistance to
just as many, if not more members of the
community, and will honor their former lodge
in all their endeavors.
f

SECOND ANNIVERSARY OF BLACK
HAWK SHOOTDOWN

HON. MAC COLLINS
OF GEORGIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 30, 1996
Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, April

14 marked the second anniversary of the
Black Hawk shootdown, an accident which
claimed the lives of 26 international service-
men. Among the victims was Capt. Patrick
McKenna, the son of my constituents, Mr. and
Mrs. Robert J. McKenna of Columbus, GA.

Captain McKenna was among an elite group
of brave men and women who sacrificed their
lives to complete a mission of selflessness in
the face of tyranny. Their bravery and courage
epitomize the strength of the human spirit and
the dedication of those who give their lives to
defend others.

To commemorate this heroism, the Eagle
Flight Detachment Memorial Monument was
constructed at the Giebelstadt Army Airfield in
Giebelstadt, Germany. This memorial provides
a tangible reminder to the victims’ families and
friends that their loss will never be forgotten.
I commend all parties involved who had a
hand in making this project a reality.
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There are still many unanswered questions

concerning this accident, yet one thing is cer-
tain. These men and women died for the
honor and glory of giving to others. This is an
example from which we can all learn.

In remembrance of this tragedy, I would like
to once again express my heartfelt sympathy
to the families and friends of those lost. May
they all rest in peace.
f

HONORING THE RIDDELTON/DIXON
SPRINGS VOLUNTEER FIRE DE-
PARTMENT

HON. BART GORDON
OF TENNESSEE

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 30, 1996

Mr. GORDON. Mr. Speaker, I am taking this
opportunity to applaud the invaluable services
provided by the Riddleton/Dixon Springs Vol-
unteer Fire Department. These brave, civic-
minded people give freely of their time so that
we may all feel safer at night.

Few realize the depth of training and hard
work that goes into being a volunteer fire-
fighter. To quote one of my local volunteers,
‘‘These fireman must have an overwhelming
desire to do for others while expecting nothing
in return.’’

Preparation includes twice monthly training
programs in which they have live drills, study
the latest videos featuring the latest in fire-
fighting tactics, as well as attend seminars
where they can obtain the knowledge they
need to save lives. Within 1 year of becoming
a volunteer firefighter, most attend the Ten-
nessee Fire Training School in Murfreesboro
where they undergo further, intensified train-
ing.

When the residents of my district go to bed
at night, they know that should disaster strike
and their home catch fire, well trained and
qualified volunteer fire departments are ready
and willing to give so graciously and gener-
ously of themselves. This peace of mind
should not be taken for granted.

By selflessly giving of themselves, they en-
sure a safer future for us all. We owe these
volunteer fire departments a debt of gratitude
for their service and sacrifice.
f

COMMENDATION FOR POLICE OF-
FICER JOSEPH WITTE ON HIS
RETIREMENT

HON. ROBERT A. BORSKI
OF PENNSYLVANIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 30, 1996

Mr. BORSKI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
pay tribute to one of Philadelphia’s finest po-
lice officers, Joseph Witte, on the celebration
of his retirement from the force on March 22,
1996.

Joe’s dedication and hard work on the po-
lice force lasted over 26 years. His police work
in Philadelphia started when Joe was ap-
pointed to the police department on Septem-
ber 29, 1969. Four months later, he graduated
from the police academy and was assigned to
the sixth district where he patrolled the streets
of Center City.

On July 19, 1971, Joe was transferred to
the accident investigation division to inves-

tigate fatal, serious injury and hit and run traf-
fic accidents. He was one of the first police of-
ficers to be certified as a breathalyzer operator
where he performed sobriety tests on persons
arrested for driving under the influence. Less
than 10 years on the force, Joe was promoted
to corporal and assigned to the police radio
room supervising call takers and dispatchers
for the northeast division. Shortly after his pro-
motion to corporal, Joe was transferred on
January 30, 1975, to the 25th district and su-
pervised that district’s operation center and
cell room.

Moving up the ladder at the police depart-
ment continued for Joe when he was pro-
moted to detective and assigned to the east
detective division on October 18, 1976. In
1979, Joe was transferred to the homicide di-
vision. On March 1980, he returned to the de-
tective division and was selected as one of the
first detectives assigned to a divisional, special
investigation unit by then Lt. Edward
McLaughlin—now deputy commissioner of li-
cense and investigation. His responsibilities
ranged from investigating high profile cases to
multiple crimes and acting as a liaison with
other police departments.

Joe’s next step up the ladder with the police
force was his promotion to sergeant in 1981.
He served as a patrol supervisor in the 15th
district in northeast Philadelphia and 16th dis-
trict in west Philadelphia. In 1986, Joe was
promoted to the rank of lieutenant and again
returned back to the east detective division.

On September 19, 1989, Joe was trans-
ferred back to the homicide division where he
presided over the operations and investiga-
tions of No. 1 platoon. During his tenure at
homicide, Joe supervised many high profile
murder cases with No. 1 platoon and led his
division in solved investigations. As a lieuten-
ant with the homicide division, Joe dealt with
both the broadcast and print media on a daily
basis. Joe became well known to the reporters
on the police beat and was often com-
plimented for his relationship with him.

Finally, on December 19, 1994, Joe was
transferred back to the east detective division
and commanded that division’s special inves-
tigations unit, which was responsible for the
arrests in the Quaker Lace fire, The narcotic
processing unit, robbery, burglary and stolen
auto teams. He also acted as the division’s
executive officer taking over the command du-
ties in the absence to the captain.

Now Joe is starting his career as the direc-
tor of the Pennsylvania Masonic Foundation
for the Prevention of Drug and Alcohol Abuse
Among Children. He works with the State de-
partment of education which pays for the train-
ing of student assistance teams in schools
throughout the commonwealth. Also, this
group provides the training facility, lodging,
meals and recreation for the police officers
throughout the State while they train to be
D.A.R.E. officers.

Joseph Witte’s accomplishments as a dedi-
cated and valiant officer of the Philadelphia
Police Department have earned him well-de-
served respect and praise from his peers. Mr.
Speaker, I wish Joe all the best in his retire-
ment from the Philadelphia Police Department.

A POINT OF LIGHT FOR ALL
AMERICANS: JANIE A. GREENE

HON. MAJOR R. OWENS
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 30, 1996
Mr. OWENS. Mr. Speaker, I rise to pay

homage to an individual who serves as an in-
spiration to many. Her life of 101 years leaves
an indelible impression on all with whom she
comes in contact. Her life is a testament that
humanness is a factor that matters most in
life. Mrs. Janie A. Greene is a model human
and a great point of light whose contributions
to this Earth must not go unacknowledged.

For over 55 years, Mrs. Greene has worked
tirelessly for the People’s Institutional A.M.E.
Church. She is a pillar of support in the church
and has become a reliable church laborer.
Throughout her five-decade service, Janie
Greene has been involved with the Shut-In
Club and the South Carolina Club. She has
been a member of the stewardess board,
trustee, auxiliary, and the missionary society.
Presently, Ms. Greene is a charter member of
the South Carolina Club and a member of the
Virginia Smith Missionary Society.

Admirably, Janie Greene is one who knows
how to enjoy life in its purest form: She is the
matriarch of a prosperous family. She serves
as a guiding light to those whom she wel-
comed into this world: her children, Thelma
Greene McQueen, deceased, Clifton S.
Greene, Oreda Greene Dabney, and Myrtle
Green Whitmore; 11 grandchildren and scores
of great-grandchildren and great-great-grand-
children. At the very least, Walley Greene,
Janie’s husband who passed on in 1931, has
a lineage which is very well preserved.

Born in Georgetown, SC, to Prince and
Clara Browne, Mrs. Janie Greene has been a
beloved resident of Brooklyn for over 60
years. During this time, Janie has lived in ap-
preciation of every hour of life. This is evident
in the way she chooses to enjoy precious mo-
ments. Under no circumstances does she re-
serve enjoyment to those her junior. Janie en-
joys gardening, reading, listening to the radio,
and watching television. Mrs. Greene’s favorite
pastimes further include attending public
events, shopping, and decorating. Preparing
daily brunch for the family and sending greet-
ing cards are also regular forms of recreation
for Janie Greene.

Service to God, family, and community can
be a difficult task to accomplish. Consistently,
Janie Greene has made it appear to be effort-
less. I sincerely appreciate the richness, beau-
ty, and dedication that mark Mrs. Greene’s
life. Janie Greene is a great point of light for
all of the people of America to revere.
f

IN HONOR OF NORTH MIAMI FOUN-
DATION FOR SENIOR CITIZENS’
SERVICES

HON. CARRIE P. MEEK
OF FLORIDA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 30, 1996
Mrs. MEEK of Florida. Mr. Speaker, May is

Older Americans Month and on May 1, 1996,
the North Miami Foundation for Senior Citi-
zens’ Services will celebrate 21 years of com-
munity service at its 18th annual volunteer
recognition luncheon.
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