
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks E649April 25, 1996
Immigration and Nationality Act; 8 U.S.C.
1421–1459, become a resident of a State (with-
in such meaning) before commencing the fi-
nancial assistance program; and

‘‘(B) file an application for naturalization
within 60 days after the later of—

‘‘(i) the date that he meets the require-
ments for naturalization in section 316(a)(1)
of the Immigration and Nationality Act (8
U.S.C. 1436) or

‘‘(ii) the date that he is accepted into the
financial assistance program.’’.
SEC. 3. CONFORMING AMENDMENT

Section 12102(b)(1) of title 10, United States
Code, is amended—

(1) by striking ‘‘or’’ the first place such
term appears;

(2) by inserting a comma after ‘‘United
States’’ the first place such term appears;
and

(3) by inserting ‘‘, or is a national of the
the United States eligible (as provided in
sections 2104 (b), 2207(b), or 2107a(b) of this
title) for advanced training in, or financial
asssistance as a member of, the Senior Re-
serve Officers’ Training Corps’’ after the
close parenthessis
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HONORING THE SYKES
VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT

HON. BART GORDON
OF TENNESSEE

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 25, 1996

Mr. GORDON. Mr. Speaker, I am taking this
opportunity to applaud the invaluable services
provided by the Sykes Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment. These brave, civic minded people giving
freely of their time so that we may all feel
safer at night.

Few realize the depth of training and hard
work that goes into being a volunteer fire-
fighter. To quote one of my local volunteers,
‘‘These firemen must have an overwhelming
desire to do for others while expecting nothing
in return.’’

Preparation includes twice-monthly training
programs in which they have live drills, study
the latest videos featuring the latest in fire
fighting tactics, as well as attend seminars
where they can obtain the knowledge they
need to save lives. Within a year of becoming
a volunteer firefighter, most attend the Ten-
nessee Fire Training School in Murfreesboro
where they undergo further, intensified train-
ing.

When the residents of my district go to bed
at night, they know that should disaster strike
and their home catch fire, well-trained and
qualified volunteer fire departments are ready
and willing to give so graciously and gener-
ously of themselves. This peace of mind
should not be taken for granted.

By selflessly giving of themselves, they en-
sure a safer future for us all. We owe these
volunteer fire departments a debt of gratitude
for their service and sacrifice.
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THE TENTH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
CHERNOBYL NUCLEAR DISASTER

HON. RICHARD J. DURBIN
OF ILLINOIS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 25, 1996

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise to recog-
nize the 10th anniversary of the Chernobyl nu-

clear disaster, and to urge support for closing
the Chernobyl nuclear powerplant.

It was 10 years ago, April 26, 1986 that re-
actor No. 4 at the Chernobyl nuclear power-
plant exploded. And the effects of that explo-
sion are still with us today. Millions of people,
including more than a million children, were
exposed to the high levels of radiation that es-
caped from the Chernobyl nuclear powerplant.
Many have suffered the consequences of that
exposure, which has led to thyroid cancer,
birth defects, diseases of the immune system
and more.

The world has responded to the suffering of
the people affected by the Chernobyl disaster.
The Ukrainian-American community, the
Belarusian-American community, the
Moldovan-American community, the Russian-
American community and other Eastern and
Central European-American communities have
led the way, sending millions of dollars and
teams of doctors and nurses to help the relief
efforts. But even 10 years after this disaster,
the effects of Chernobyl are still with us. There
is much work left to do.

I have introduced, with other Members of
Congress, a resolution to help ensure that the
world and the people most directly affected by
Chernobyl will one day be able to put this
tragedy behind them. The resolution urges the
Government of Ukraine to continue its efforts
to close all the nuclear reactors at Chernobyl
in a safe and expeditious manner. It calls
upon the President of the United States to
continue to support the process of closing the
Chernobyl nuclear powerplant. It calls upon
the President to continue and enhance hu-
manitarian, medical, social impact planning,
and hospital development assistance for
Ukraine, Belarus, Russia, and other nations
most directly affected by the Chernobyl disas-
ter. It calls upon the President to encourage
national and international health organizations
to expand the scope of research into the pub-
lic health effects of Chernobyl. And it recog-
nizes April 26, 1996, as the 10th anniversary
of the Chernobyl disaster.

The people of the United States have a
deep interest in freedom and democracy in
Eastern and Central Europe, which will con-
tribute to peace and prosperity around the
world. Our efforts to assist the nations affected
by the Chernobyl disaster will benefit all na-
tions, including our own. I urge my colleagues
to support this resolution.
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TRIBUTE TO JOE GROSCOST ON
THE OCCASION OF HIS RETIRE-
MENT
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Mr. GILLMOR. Mr. Speaker, it gives me
great pleasure to rise today and recognize an
outstanding citizen from Sandusky, OH. Mr.
Joe Groscost will be retiring from his distin-
guished career of teaching and coaching at
the conclusion of the 1995–96 school team.

Joe started his coaching career as an as-
sistant swim coach at Perkins High School in
1966. He became the head coach in the fall
of 1967. Joe started one of the first girls’ high
school swim programs no northwest Ohio in
1978. His record as a head coach is outstand-

ing. He holds the Ohio State High School
record for the number of victories as a head
coach at one high school with 455 wins and
136 losses. His teams have garnered more
than 135 titles. He was selected Boys North-
west District Coach of the Year five times plus
Girls District Coach of the Year two times.

Mr. Groscost founded the Vacationland
Swim Club in 1970 to promote swimming and
fitness in his community. The club has been in
continuous existence since that time and is an
asset to Sandusky community. Mr. Groscost
also started a learn-to-swim program that has
been instrumental in teaching young children
how to swim and water safety.

Mr. Speaker, Mr. ‘‘G’’ as he is affectionately
known, has been a positive influence on the
lives of the many young men and women who
have come in contact with him. He has been
instrumental in guiding many teens and has
provided constructive assistance to people
that have come into contact with Joe even
after their high school days were over.

I ask my colleagues to join me today in hon-
oring the successful accomplishments of Joe
Groscost and to wonderful example he has set
for others.
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ERMA BOMBECK: AN AMERICAN
MODEL

HON. ED PASTOR
OF ARIZONA
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Thursday, April 25, 1996
Mr. PASTOR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in

memory of Erma Bombeck, who passed away
on April 23, 1996. Erma Bombeck, columnist,
suburban housewife, and life philosopher
shared her humor with America for 25 years.
Ms. Bombeck celebrated the day to day chaos
and hysteria of suburban life in her syndicated
column ‘‘At Wits End.’’

Ms. Bombeck lives on in best selling books
such as: ‘‘The Grass Is Always Greener Over
the Septic Tank,’’ and ‘‘If Life Is a Bowl of
Cherries, What Am I Doing in the Pits?’’ A true
humanist, in 1989 Ms. Bombeck wrote a
touching tribute to children surviving cancer ti-
tled, ‘‘I Want To Grow Hair, I Want To Grow
Up, I Want To Go To Boise.’’ She then be-
nevolently went on to donate her $1.5 million
advance fee to cancer research, 3 years be-
fore she was diagnosed with the dreadful dis-
ease. After a bout with breast cancer, she was
stricken with a fatal kidney disease. Although
she received a kidney transplant in early April,
she was unable to recover.

As a resident of Arizona, we are proud that
such a talented woman made her home in our
beautiful State. Erma Bombeck will be remem-
bered for bringing everyday life to a comedic
artform. The columns, which are her legacy,
will be proudly displayed for years to come in
a place of honor all across America, the family
refrigerator.
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IN HONOR OF DR. WILLIAM ‘‘BILL’’
SENN

HON. RICHARD H. BAKER
OF LOUISIANA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 25, 1996
Mr. BAKER of Louisiana. Mr. Speaker,

today I would like to pay tribute to Dr. W.L.
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‘‘Bill’’ Senn, one of Baton Rouge’s most- re-
spected businessmen and community leaders,
on the occasion of his retirement after 38
years of service with Exxon Chemical Ameri-
cas.

Bill received bachelor’s, master’s, and doc-
toral degrees in chemistry from Louisiana
State University and served in the U.S. Air
Force. His Exxon career began in 1957 as a
chemist in the Exxon Research Laboratories in
Baton Rouge. He served in various super-
visory assignments including department and
division head posts until 1976.

Dr. Senn served as manager of the compa-
ny’s engineering department for 2 years and
then was named manager of Exxon’s Bay-
town, TX chemical plant. In August 1981, he
returned home to Baton Rouge as manager of
the Baton Rouge Chemical Plant which he has
headed since.

Mr. Speaker, I’ve known Bill Senn since
1986 and have always sought and valued his
counsel. Whenever I return home and what-
ever I do, Bill is always there supporting local
communities with his time and talents.

Since he and his wife, the former Patricia
Harrison of Baton Rouge, will continue to
make their home in Baton Rouge, I expect Bill
will be just as active in the community after re-
tirement as he is now.

Highlights of his involvement in industry,
governmental affairs, and community organi-
zations include serving in the past as chair-
man of the board of directors of the Louisiana
Chemical Association [LCA], chairman of the
board of directors of the Louisiana Public Af-
fairs Research Council, and chairman of the
Baton Rouge United Way general campaign.
He has been chairman of the board of direc-
tors of the Louisiana Chemical Industry Alli-
ance since its inception and also currently
serves on the LCA board.

Mr. Speaker, Dr. Bill Senn has served his
company and community with distinction and
integrity. I value the counsel he has shared
with me over the years and wish him the best
as he moves on to new challenges and oppor-
tunities.
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Mr. ENGLISH of Pennsylvania. Mr. Speaker,
I was unavoidably delayed from voting on two
bills under suspension on Tuesday, April 23,
since the Pennsylvania primary election re-
quired my voting in the 21st district of Penn-
sylvania that same morning. Had I been
present, I would have voted ‘‘yes’’ on H.R.
2024, and ‘‘yes’’ on H.R. 1965.
f

THE DRIVE AWAY FROM ETHANOL
WELFARE ACT OF 1996
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OF WASHINGTON
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Thursday, April 25, 1996

Mr. TATE. Mr. Speaker, today I am intro-
ducing a bill to eliminate the ethanol tax sub-
sidy.

In the November 1994 elections, the Amer-
ican people voted for a Congress that would
balance the budget, scrutinize every cent that
Federal Government spends and examine
every Federal program, including corporate
welfare. For far too long American taxpayers
have subsidized one of the most egregious
examples of corporate welfare—the ethanol in-
dustry.

Some people have asked me why should I
care about the ethanol tax subsidy. Let me tell
you why.

In November 1995, Congressman BILL AR-
CHER of Texas, chairman of the House Ways
and Means Committee, moved the Balanced
Budget Act, through his committee. That bill
included a provision to eliminate the ethanol
tax subsidy. However, before the full House
could even consider that historic legislation
that provision was stripped out. A vote was
not even allowed.

My constituents were outraged. My congres-
sional offices were besieged by upset phone
callers. At first, I wasn’t exactly sure why they
felt so betrayed. Frankly, I didn’t know much
about the ethanol industry.

I discovered that between the years of 1983
and 1994, the State of Washington lost $164
million in Federal highway money which
means that Washington State motorists spent
an additional $97.71 per driver on car mainte-
nance and repairs in 1993.

In my State, the Puget Sound Air Pollution
Control Agency recently called for the lifting of
the winter-time oxygenated fuel program. Their
reasoning was that Puget Sound drivers were
paying as much as $25 million a year in re-
duced gas mileage, clogged fuel filters and
fuel injection systems and slightly higher in-
creases at the pump. The Air Control Agency
went on to find that the exhaust from cars is
much cleaner and any environmental benefit
from ethanol is negligible.

While working people and their families in
my State paid Federal gas taxes, the safety of
their everyday driving was being compromised
because there was not enough money to re-
pair roads and bridges. And, Federal highway
money was being used to subsidize ethanol
production which, in turn, was artificially inflat-
ing the price of beef, milk, and pop that fami-
lies were paying at the corner store in my
State.

What I learned was that Americans are pay-
ing Federal gas taxes designated for highway
construction and bridge repair and those same
hard-earned dollars are paving the ethanol in-
dustry’s road to the bank with gold.

Today, I am introducing the Drive Away
From Ethanol Welfare Act of 1996. It has 53
original cosponsors and enjoys the support of
Chairman BUD SHUSTER, Chairman BOB LIV-
INGSTON, and Chairman BILL CLINGER. It is a
very bipartisan bill because the ranking mem-
ber of the House Ways and Means Commit-
tee, SAM GIBBONS, was my first original co-
sponsor.

The Drive Away From Ethanol Welfare Act
ensures the elimination of this ridiculous tax
break in the year 2000. It reduces the tax sub-
sidy immediately by 3 cents. In the interim, no
ethanol producer will have an investment
stranded.

The Drive Away From Ethanol Welfare Act
eliminates the cashflow provision that has
made the industry profitable for two decades.
Ether will no longer be eligible, immediately.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to sup-
port this legislation and to take a stand against
an egregious case of corporate welfare.

CONGRATULATING THE SIOUX
FALLS SKYFORCE FOR WINNING
THE 1996 CBA CHAMPIONSHIP

HON. TIM JOHNSON
OF SOUTH DAKOTA
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Thursday, April 25, 1996

Mr. JOHNSON of South Dakota. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to offer my congratulations to
the Sioux Falls Skyforce for winning the Con-
tinental Basketball Association championship.
By defeating the Fort Wayne Fury 4 games to
1, the victorious Skyforce returned home to
Sioux Falls with the franchise’s first champion-
ship in its 7 year history. Led by most valuable
player Henry James, the Skyforce battled their
way through the playoffs, gathering momen-
tum with each closely contested game, and
capping their season of a lifetime with Devin
Gray’s buzzer beater to give the Skyforce their
cherished championship.

I would like to congratulate coach Mo
McHone, the Skyforce organization, and the
players for their commitment to excellence
during this championship season. I would also
like to thank the people of Sioux Falls and the
surrounding communities for their loyalty and
support for the Sioux Falls Skyforce through-
out the existence of the franchise. Skyforce
players could always count on the fans to fill
the arena, cheering them on through the last-
second victories and the heartbreaking losses.

On behalf of all South Dakotans, I extend to
the Sioux Falls Skyforce my congratulations
on winning the 1996 Continental Basketball
Association Championship.
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HONORING THE WOODBURY
VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT

HON. BART GORDON
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Mr. GORDON. Mr. Speaker, I am taking this
opportunity to applaud the invaluable services
provided by the Woodbury Volunteer Fire De-
partment. These brave, civic minded people
give freely of their time so that we may all feel
safer at night.

Few realize the depth of training and hard
work that goes into being a volunteer fire-
fighter. To quote one of my local volunteers,
‘‘These fireman must have an overwhelming
desire to do for others while expecting nothing
in return.’’

Preparation includes twice-monthly training
programs in which they have live drills, study
the latest videos featuring the latest in fire-
fighting tactics, as well as attend seminars
where they can obtain the knowledge they
need to save lives. Within a year of becoming
a volunteer firefighter, most attend the Ten-
nessee Fire Training School in Murfreesboro
where they undergo further, intensified train-
ing.

When the residents of my district go to bed
at night, they know that should disaster strike
and their home catch fire, well-trained and
qualified volunteer fire departments are ready
and willing to give so graciously and gener-
ously of themselves. This peace of mind
should not be taken for granted.

By selflessly giving of themselves, they en-
sure a safer future for us all. We owe these
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