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three nations granted power. The Hindu lead-
ers of India assured the Sikhs that they would
enjoy the glow of freedom and that no law af-
fecting their rights would pass without the con-
sent of the Sikh nation, and on that basis the
Sikh leadership joined with india. But as soon
as India achieved its independence, its repres-
sion of the Sikhs began.

I am proud to have been among the mem-
bers of this House who have helped to pub-
licize these cases, such as the September 6
kidnapping of Jaswant Singh Khalra. Con-
cerned Members of this House have helped
bring to light reports by Amnesty International,
Human Rights Watch/Asia, and other human
rights groups which provide a mountain of evi-
dence of India’s genocide and tyranny against
the Sikhs and others. We will continue to raise
our voices for the freedom of the Sikhs, the
Kasmiris, the Nagas, the Assamese, the
Manipuris, the Dalits, and others. Freedom is
the universal birthright of all mankind. On
Vaisakhi Day, let us join the Sikh nation in re-
committing to the cause of freedom.

I believe the Sikhs should have the right to
and opportunity for self-determination, and
they should be allowed to decide the question
of independence in a free and fair vote. To
help accomplish this goal, I hope my col-
leagues will cosponsor H.R. 1425, which will
halt all United States developmental aid to
India until the President certifies that India is
respecting human rights. To further explain
this need, I am inserting for the record a letter
from Dr. Gurmit Singh Aulakh, president of the
Council of Khalistan. In celebration of Vaisakhi
Day, I hope my colleagues will read his letter
and will consponsor H.R. 1425.
VAISAKHI DAY MESSAGE TO THE SIKH NATION

ON THE BIRTHDAY OF THE SIKH NATION, RE-
COMMIT TO A FREE KHALISTAN

Dear Khalsa Ji: It is Vaisakhi Day again,
the 297th anniversary of the Sikh nation. We
celebrate our Sikh identify and the courage
of the Sikh nation. On this occasion, we
must remember our heritage: Khalsa Bagi
Yan Badshah: Either the Khalsa is in rebel-
lion or it is a ruler. We have been enslaved
by the brutal genocide of the Indian tyrants
for too long. It is time to renew our commit-
ment to free the Sikh nation by starting a
shantmai morcha to liberate Khalistan. Only
a free Khalistan will insure that the Sikh na-
tion can live in freedom, security, peace, and
dignity.

Elections are scheduled to be held on April
27th. Simranjit Singh Mann has filed to chal-
lenge S.S. Barnala in Sangrur. We are to feel
deeply betrayed by the Akalis shameful ea-
gerness to fight elections under a govern-
ment that has made every effort to destroy
us as a nation. The Akalis have been fighting
elections since 1950. What have they
achieved? Are we any closer to freedom be-
cause of their desire to cow-tow to the In-
dian regime? It is clear that a nation-wide
shantmai morcha is the only way to liberate
Khalistan. The sooner we as a nation realize
this, the sooner we will enjoy the fruits of
freedom so long denied us. I ask the Khalsa
Panth to remember that the Sikh nation
won the Jaito morcha by peaceful means. We
also liberated the Gurdwaras in the 1920s by
peaceful means. Likewise, it is through
peaceful means and the grassroots involve-
ment of the Sikh nation that we will achieve
freedom for Khalistan. The time is now to
start a shantmai morcha. We must boycott
the Indian government. Protest by the hun-
dreds of thousands. Court arrest. Fill the
jails. We cannot allow the Indian regime to
deny us our sovereignty. Free Khalistan
today?

India’s tyranny continues to be exposed,
hastening the inevitable breakup of India’s
bloody empire. The new video documentary
‘‘Disappearances in Punjab’’ shows a Punjab
policewoman speaking about the brutality of
the Indian regime. She says, ‘‘I joined out of
patriotic sentiments, but what I saw, atroc-
ities—including those against women—that I
cannot bear. Women suffer much. Male offi-
cers torture them. They also rape detainees.
Some who had been picked up were in the in-
terrogation center. Then I read that they
had been killed in an encounter. But I had
seen them in detention.’’ Here is a member
of the Punjab police admitting that rape and
torture is common? She also reveals that
victims’ legs were broken as part of the In-
dian regime’s campaign of terror against the
Sikh nation. According to the documentary,
the Chief Medical Officer at Patti Hospiatl in
Punjab, Khalistan admits that he provided
quick, fraudulent postmortum reports to po-
lice so that the authorities could cremate
the bodies of their victims, destroying any
evidence of state-sponsored murder. ‘‘My ex-
ample set the precedent in Punjab,’’ the
Chief Medical Officer says in the video.
‘‘Five minutes a postmortem, five minutes a
postmortem.’’ The modus operandi of the
India police is exposed? This video, produced
by a Hindu human rights activist, has blown
the cover off India’s genocide against the
Sikh nation.

India has also been hit in print. On Novem-
ber 4, The Pioneer ran an article by Iqbal
Masud called ‘‘The Bogus Peace of Beant and
Gill.’’ Masud reports that ‘‘the Beant-Gill
duo committed mass incarceration and
called it ‘normalcy.’ ’’ He also writes about
the case of Sarabjit Singh, who was brought
in for an autopsy but found to be alive. The
regime then killed him and brought his body
back to the same hospital. ‘‘When I read
that,’’ writes Masud, ‘‘I said, Welcome to
Super Nazi State.’’

The U.S. Congress continues to speak out
for freedom for the Sikh nation. Recently,
seven more statements were inserted into
the Congressional Record. Members of Con-
gress were vocal in their support for the lib-
eration of Khalistan and exposed India bru-
tal history of human rights abuses against
the Sikhs. Members of Congress also strong-
ly supported two bills, H. Con. Res. 32 and
H.R. 1425 which would respectively recognize
the Sikhs nation’s right of self-determina-
tion and cut off U.S. development aid to
India until human rights are observed. These
Congressional statements are covered in the
April 5 issues of India Abroad, News-India
Times and Navjyoti, a Hindi language Indian
newspaper.

Within Khalistan, human rights activist
continue to raise their voice about Indian re-
pression. A group of human rights activists
have written to Indian President Sharma ‘‘to
point out that the rule of law is yet to be re-
stored to Punjab. Examples like the dis-
appearance of human rights activist S.
Jaswant Singh Khalra are continuing. There
is an urgent need to carry out a census under
the supervision of UNO, on illegal killings
and disappearance as these may be over a
hundred thousand,’’ these activists wrote.
Amnesty International has also issued two
recent reports on Indian repression. Amnesty
points out that it is routine for people to be
arrested for their political views, that pre-
ventive detention is widespread, torture ‘‘re-
mains endemic,’’ and ‘‘disappearances’’ are
rampant. These are just a few examples that
show that awareness of India’s repression of
the Sikh nation is rising.

I urge all Sikhs to renew their commit-
ment to the liberation of Khalistan. A
shantmai morcha is the only means by which
we can reclaim our sovereignty. Indian’s
state terrorism will not deny the Sikh na-

tion the freedom to which we are entitled. If
India could not suppress our struggle for
freedom by killing over 150,000 Sikhs, kid-
napping and murdering more than 25,000
young Sikh men, and holding over 70,000
Sikhs in detention under the expired TADA
law, then how does it think that more re-
pression will end our movement? Let us lib-
erate Khalistan the way that India got its
own freedom. Peaceful resistance is the only
way to liberate Khalistan, and an independ-
ent Khalistan is the only way that the Sikh
nation can live in freedom, security, and dig-
nity.

On this Vaisakhi Day, the dawn of freedom
in Khalistan is closer than ever. We look for-
ward to celebrating Vaisakhi Day 1999, the
300th birthday of the Sikh nation, in an inde-
pendent Khalistan where the glow of freedom
shines brightly, bringing peace and prosper-
ity to the Sikh nation and the South Asian
subcontinent. On this Vaisakhi Day, let us
recommit ourselves to this goal. Khalistan
Zindabad.

Panth Da Sewadar,
DR. GURMIT SINGH AULAKH,
President, Council of Khalistan.
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Mr. BAKER of California. Mr. Speaker,
Moraga, CA, is a lovely city in the heart of my
congressional district. It is a great place to
live, work, raise a family, and develop a true
sense of community with one’s friends and
neighbors. Moraga is the kind of place many
Americans idealize as representative of the
best small town virtues—except that in
Moraga, these ideals are realities.

This year’s Moraga Citizen of the Year is
Jim Sweeney. The list of Jim’s contributions to
the Moraga community is remarkable. His two-
term tenure as the town’s mayor, his work with
the Moraga Fire Protection District Board of
Commissioners, his service with the Moraga
Chamber of Commerce and the Hearst Art
Gallery, and his involvement with a host of
other organizations is the stuff of local legend.
His faithful service is a tribute to his dedication
to making Moraga the wonderful place it is.

Too often we fail to honor the people who
care enough to make a decisive difference in
our local communities. Jim Sweeney is such a
person, and is richly deserving of recognition
as Moraga’s Citizen of the Year. After all, citi-
zenship is about loyalty to the people and in-
stitutions that comprise a good and decent so-
ciety. In so many ways, Jim Sweeney defines
what true citizenship is all about. I am very
pleased to recognize this outstanding Amer-
ican in the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD.
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Mr. ROMERO-BARCELÓ. Mr. Speaker,
today I am introducing the Deep Water Outfall
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Treatment Systems Act. The purpose of this
legislation is to amend section 301(h) of the
Federal Water Pollution Control Act. This bill
would allow public agencies in Hawaii and the
insular areas of the United States to apply,
within a limited time period, for permits to con-
struct new deep ocean outfalls for their
wastewater treatment plants.

Under existing law territories and other insu-
lar areas of the United States are prohibited
from constructing deep oceans outfalls for
their wastewater treatment plants [WWTP’s]
that would: Protect the ocean environment,
operate efficiently and save significant sums of
money. The Environmental Protection Agency
[EPA] is not allowed to accept new applica-
tions for waivers from secondary treatment re-
quirements.

This bill intends to amend section 301(h) of
the Clean Water Act would allow such applica-
tions, and authorize EPA to review new deep
ocean outfall proposals pursuant to the cur-
rent, stringent Clean Water Act standards for
such outfalls. This bill does not alter the rigor-
ous criteria for issuing a waiver nor does it
override the judgement of EPA. The bill re-
flects the goal of both Congress and the ad-
ministration to find innovative, alternative and
less-costly ways to apply existing statutes
without compromising the environmental ob-
jectives underlying existing law.

Many scientists and experts agree that
plans to construct deep ocean outfalls at loca-
tions in certain States, including the territories
of the United States, can provide the best en-
vironmental and economic alternative for
wastewater treatment. The plans would not
only preserve but would even improve the
coastal environments where these discharges
occur.

Under the 1977 Clean Water Act, coastal
communities—mainland and island—were per-
mitted a time-limited opportunity to apply for
exemptions from secondary treatment require-
ments, if they met very stringent environ-
mental standards for ocean discharges. Over-
all EPA has granted 39 waivers. All applica-
tions were required to be submitted to EPA by
December 29, 1982.

Puerto Rico has proposed construction of a
deep water outfall situated more than 300 feet
deep and several miles from shore as an al-
ternative to secondary treatment at the Maya-
guez POTW. This would save the Government
about $65 million. Substantial scientific data
gathered from similarly situated POWT’s with
deep ocean outfalls indicates that such meth-
ods can achieve the equivalent of secondary
treatment standards or even better.

The evidence was so compelling in the in-
stance of San Diego, CA, that Congress last
year enacted and the President signed into
law, legislation permitting EPA to consider a
section 301(h) waiver application proposing a
similar alternative to secondary treatment—
notwithstanding that such waiver otherwise
would be time-barred under the Clean Water
Act. I believe we deserve the same oppor-
tunity to implement cost-effective alternatives
and seek a section 301(h) waiver.

There are numerous precedents of such lim-
ited exceptions to the requirements of section
301. The municipal Wastewater Construction
Grant Amendments of 1981 included a provi-
sion that extended the date under which sec-
tion 301(h) waivers could be requested and
specifically permitted the city of Avalon, CA, to
receive such waiver. The Water Quality Act of

1987 included a specific exception for the
Irvine Ranch Water District that permitted it
also to file for a waiver after the deadline.

I especially urge my colleagues on the
Committee on Resources and on the Trans-
portation and Infrastructure Committee to con-
sider this bill and its commonsense approach
to the regulatory burden.

The proposed bill allows EPA to avoid the
risk of requiring treatment for treatment’s sake
and from demanding expenditure of funds
which could be better used to achieve addi-
tional water standards benefits elsewhere. It
permits EPA to review new applications and
proceed with the flexibility and latitude in-
tended under the act. It would not require EPA
to issue any waivers or modify the standards
under which EPA considers such waivers. It
allows certain States and the territories to
apply to EPA under existing section 301(h)
standards for modifications that best serve the
marine environment and will at the same time,
permit the implementation of wastewater treat-
ment plans based upon sound science and
technology that meet existing Clean Water Act
standards.

This bill is limited and targeted, provides for
an efficient process, does not modify existing
standards and would be implemented by EPA
only if environmental and economic objectives
are accomplished. I am hopeful that it will re-
ceive favorable congressional action at an
early date.
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Mr. LIPINSKI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
pay tribute to the girls’ basketball team of Mor-
ton High School in my district.

The squad recently won its first ever re-
gional title in the Illinois State basketball tour-
nament. In fact, this was the Morton team—
boys or girls—to advance past the regional
round of the playoffs since 1972.

Unfortunately, Morton’s dream season
ended with a defeat to perennial power Mother
McCauley in the sectional semifinals last
week.

Nonetheless, I congratulate the team and its
first year coach John Molitor, for bringing
home the regional championship and basket-
ball pride to Morton High School.
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Mr. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, we just received
the distressing news that the Supreme Court
of Iran confirmed on February 18, 1996, the
death sentences of Mr. Kayvan Khalajabadi
and Mr. Bihnam Mithaqi. These two Bahais
had been arrested without charge in April
1989 and sentenced to death on November
23, 1993, by the Islamic Revolutionary Court
of Karaj for their religious activities. The ver-

dict had been appealed to the Supreme Court.
If these men are executed, they will be the
first Bahais executed since 1992.

Mr. Speaker, just last month on March 27 I
stood here calling for the passage of House
Concurrent Resolution 102, a resolution con-
cerning the emancipation of the Iranian Bahai
community. In calling for its passage, I said
that there are disturbing signals that the re-
pression of Bahais has increased during this
past year. Unfortunately, I could have not
been more right.

Mr. Speaker, since the fundamentalist Is-
lamic regime took power in Iran in 1979, hun-
dreds of Bahais, the largest religious minority
in Iran, have been executed, and thousands
have been imprisoned solely because of their
religion. Because the regime does not recog-
nize the Bahai faith, calling it a conspiracy and
a heresy, tens of thousands of Bahais are
today deprived of jobs, housing, schools, and
other social services. Furthermore, it is com-
mon practice for Bahais to be denied pensions
and food ration cards purely because of their
religious affiliation. And what, you ask, could
the Bahais possibly do that could justify this
atrocious, asinine treatment? They simply ask
to be able to peacefully practice their faith.

Intolerance, Mr. Speaker, is the trail of the
backward, the ignorant, and the insecure. In
Iran, intolerance of Bahais, people who threat-
en no one and who accede to legitimate, civil
authority wherever they reside, defines not the
Bahais, but the Iranian fundamentalists.

Mr. Speaker, Iran must continue to be ostra-
cized from the community of nations until its
conduct can begin to approach a respect for
the basic rights of each human being to live,
worship, and speak according to the dictates
of his or her own conscience. We must con-
tinue to stand up and denounce each bar-
barous and inhumane action the Iranian re-
gime takes. We must let Mr. Khalajabadi and
Mr. Mithaqi know that the world cares about
them and will not stand idly by in their time of
need.
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Mr. KENNEDY of Rhode Island. Mr. Speak-

er, I rise today with the proud honor of an-
nouncing that Amy Cournoyer of the First Dis-
trict in Rhode Island is our State’s winner for
the Voice of Democracy broadcast
scriptwriting contest. This past year, more than
116,000 secondary school students partici-
pated in the contest competing for 54 national
scholarships.

The contest theme this year was ‘‘Answer-
ing America’s Call’’. In Amy’s script she dis-
cusses that the time has come for a new gen-
eration of leadership to cope with new prob-
lems and new opportunities. She explains how
the elders are called on to pass on the wis-
dom that they have gained through experience
to youth so that they will attain greater knowl-
edge. This sharing of ideas between adults
and adolescents brings about the virtue of un-
derstanding. In sum, if we want to truly answer
America’s call and create a better country, we
must better ourselves.

Mr. Speaker, I extend to Ms. Cournoyer my
heartfelt congratulations and ask that Ms.


		Superintendent of Documents
	2025-10-23T08:25:59-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	U.S. Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




