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bills that would transfer millions of acres of
public land to state and commercial jurisdic-
tion. But the most urgent example of bad
legislation is an omnibus appropriations bill
now under consideration in a House-Senate
conference. The bill sharply reduces appro-
priations for the Environmental Protection
Agency and the Interior Department and
contains a dozen or so crippling anti-envi-
ronmental riders. The worst of these riders
would authorize increased logging in old-
growth forests, reduce protection for the Mo-
jave National Preserve, strip the Environ-
mental Protection Agency of its power to
protect wetlands and extend an earlier mora-
torium on any new listings of endangered
plants and animals under the Endangered
Species Act.

The listings rider should be of special in-
terest to the viewers of those nature pro-
grams. Under law, the Interior Department
cannot act to preserve the habitat of an en-
dangered species unless it is listed as such.
Among the 250 species that scientists think
are dangerously close to extinction, but can-
not now be listed by the department’s Fish
and Wildlife Service, are three that occasion-
ally pop up on TV—the Florida black bear,
the Atlantic salmon and the Mexican jaguar.
Unless Congress comes to its senses, these
and other creatures may survive only on cel-
luloid.

Today marks the 26th anniversary of Earth
Day. In full knowledge of that, House Speak-
er Newt Gingrich recently formed a 77-mem-
ber Republican environmental task force. Al-
though 36 members of this task force earned
‘‘zero’’ ratings from the League of Conserva-
tion Voters for their routine support of anti-
environmental legislation, many of them are
likely to spend the week planting trees, vis-
iting zoos and striking friendly poses next to
recycling bins. But the best thing Mr. Ging-
rich could do for his country and his party
would be to recognize that what counts here
is content, not imagery—and remove those
riders from the appropriations bill.
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Mr. BONIOR. Mr. Speaker, I proudly rise to
pay tribute to a distinguished educator and a
good friend, Mr. Jack Ellis. Jack is the music
director at Lakeview High School in St. Clair
Shores and was recently named as the Michi-
gan Band/Orchestra Director of the Year.

I have known Jack for many years and he
richly deserves the honor bestowed upon him.
As in the hit film, Mr. Holland’s Opus, Jack
has been inspiring aspiring musicians and
sharing his love of music for years. As one of
his many talented students says, ‘‘[Jack]
knows his music, but he teaches it in a down-
to-earth way * * * He’s humorous and he
puts things at a level where we can under-
stand it have fun.’’

It is obvious that his students ‘‘understand’’
because Lakeview’s band and orchestra have
received numerous awards and honors under
Jack’s tutelage. The band was Michigan’s rep-
resentative at the re-lighting of the Statue of
Liberty and they have received many division
one ratings at district festivals.

‘‘Mister E,’’ as Jack is fondly known by his
students, makes sure to give all his students
the individual attention they need. One thing I
know he is proud of is the fact that he has

never turned a student away. As Jack says.
‘‘Not everyone has the gift of music. But if
they’ve had a desire to be a part of this pro-
gram, then we’ve found them a place.’’

While Jack also teaches honors European
history and world studies, his passion is
music. He says that the lessons learned in
music cannot be gotten anywhere else. The
discipline and cooperation required to create
music brings diverse students together in a
setting seldom found in any other subject or
extracurricular activity. It is obvious that the
harmonies created in Jack Ellis’ class go far
beyond what is merely heard by the ear.

Jack’s wife Joellyn is also an award-winning
teacher. She was honored as Lakeview Public
School’s Elementary Teacher of the Year. The
students at Ardmore Elementary and Lakeview
High School are lucky to have such gifted
teachers and I am pleased to recognize their
contributions. I commend both of them for
their educational and civic contributions.

I congratulate Jack Ellis for the recognition
he received from the State of Michigan and I
urge my colleagues to join with me in thanking
him for his work. He is proud to be a music
teacher and he richly deserves being named
Director of the Year.
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Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to join with countless Americans who
are staunch supporters of the rights of victims
of crime. This is National Crime Victims’
Rights Week. Almost any daily newspaper you
read will have front page headlines that
scream out accounts of violent acts per-
petrated against a host of victims. Readers
are bombarded by statistics on murders,
armed robberies, rapes, gang violence, do-
mestic violence, drugs and much, much more.
Where are the stories about the victims of
those crimes? When is the last time that you
read an account of the impact of a victim’s
statement on the outcome of a legal proceed-
ing? All too often, victims are the last thought
of while the criminal is protected by a long list
of rights.

Those who work on behalf of victims of
crime rarely receive the recognition that they
deserve. Advocates come from all walks of
life. Some are professionals, people who try to
make a difference. Most, however, are volun-
teers who give selflessly of their time, energy
and talents.

They are tireless; they are insistent; they
are creative.

Along with my husband, Dexter Lehtinen, I
worked on placing the protection of victims’
rights in Florida’s Constitution and then pres-
sured the agencies to implement the provi-
sions.

National Crime Victims’ Rights Week is a
time of reflection and a call to action. As an
example of what a concerned community can
achieve, I would like to share with you just a
few of the accomplishments of victims’ rights
advocates from the Miami area. In selecting
just a few examples, I salute the work of these
individuals. But more importantly, by exten-

sion, I would like to pay tribute to all to have
taken up this cause.

Victims themselves are often the best advo-
cates. They have turned their misfortune, their
grieving toward some wonderfully positive ac-
tivities. John Walsh, father of six-year-old
Adam, was instrumental in the founding of the
National Center for Missing and Exploited
Children. He will never have Adam back, but
Adam’s spirit is alive through the Center.

Mr. and Mrs. Donald Ryce, grieving over the
loss of their son, Jimmy, have stepped forward
to share their message with anyone who will
listen. They are working to establish a special
training center at the National Center for Miss-
ing and Exploited Children which will be dedi-
cated to educating law enforcement officers in
how to investigate these sensitive cases, as
well as bettering coordination among all our
law enforcement agencies.

Mr. and Mrs. Luis Melendi lost their daugh-
ter, Shannon, over 2 years ago. Shannon dis-
appeared from a softball field near the campus
of Emory University in Atlanta, GA, and has
not been heard from since. The Melendi’s
have taken their case to the public, pushing
for stronger measures to prevent known crimi-
nals from victimizing others.

Potential victims can help themselves before
they become victims. Taking a proactive ap-
proach, the Miami Junior League, in conjunc-
tion with AT&T, is collecting used cellular tele-
phones in order to give them to women at risk
of domestic violence. The phones will be
preprogrammed with access to 911, so that
help can be summoned immediately in case of
attack.

These examples highlight just a few of the
many, diverse ways in which victims can as-
sert their rights. I would especially like to high-
light the work of Howard Greenstein, the Di-
rector of the Dade County Department of Jus-
tice System Support, who has been a staunch
defender of victims’ rights for years. May
these individuals and their organizations have
great success; may their creativity be encour-
aged and supported. May we remember the
victims.
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Mr. CRANE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
congratulate the Sikh nation on the 297th an-
niversary of its founding, Vaisakhi Day, which
occurred this past April 13. We join in cele-
brating the heritage of these courageous peo-
ple.

On this Vaisakhi Day, the Sikh nation strug-
gles to secure the blessings of liberty which
we in America and most the Western World
enjoy. Sikhs have long supported the idea of
freedom for all people. As a free nation, it is
our duty to help them live in freedom in their
own country.

The Sikh nation’s heritage of freedom most
recently manifested itself on October 7, 1987,
when the Sikh nation declared the independ-
ence of the Sikh homeland, Khalistan. Sikhs
had previously ruled themselves from 1710
through 1716 and again between the years of
1765 and 1849. When Britain left the subconti-
nent in 1947, the Sikh nation was one of only
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three nations granted power. The Hindu lead-
ers of India assured the Sikhs that they would
enjoy the glow of freedom and that no law af-
fecting their rights would pass without the con-
sent of the Sikh nation, and on that basis the
Sikh leadership joined with india. But as soon
as India achieved its independence, its repres-
sion of the Sikhs began.

I am proud to have been among the mem-
bers of this House who have helped to pub-
licize these cases, such as the September 6
kidnapping of Jaswant Singh Khalra. Con-
cerned Members of this House have helped
bring to light reports by Amnesty International,
Human Rights Watch/Asia, and other human
rights groups which provide a mountain of evi-
dence of India’s genocide and tyranny against
the Sikhs and others. We will continue to raise
our voices for the freedom of the Sikhs, the
Kasmiris, the Nagas, the Assamese, the
Manipuris, the Dalits, and others. Freedom is
the universal birthright of all mankind. On
Vaisakhi Day, let us join the Sikh nation in re-
committing to the cause of freedom.

I believe the Sikhs should have the right to
and opportunity for self-determination, and
they should be allowed to decide the question
of independence in a free and fair vote. To
help accomplish this goal, I hope my col-
leagues will cosponsor H.R. 1425, which will
halt all United States developmental aid to
India until the President certifies that India is
respecting human rights. To further explain
this need, I am inserting for the record a letter
from Dr. Gurmit Singh Aulakh, president of the
Council of Khalistan. In celebration of Vaisakhi
Day, I hope my colleagues will read his letter
and will consponsor H.R. 1425.
VAISAKHI DAY MESSAGE TO THE SIKH NATION

ON THE BIRTHDAY OF THE SIKH NATION, RE-
COMMIT TO A FREE KHALISTAN

Dear Khalsa Ji: It is Vaisakhi Day again,
the 297th anniversary of the Sikh nation. We
celebrate our Sikh identify and the courage
of the Sikh nation. On this occasion, we
must remember our heritage: Khalsa Bagi
Yan Badshah: Either the Khalsa is in rebel-
lion or it is a ruler. We have been enslaved
by the brutal genocide of the Indian tyrants
for too long. It is time to renew our commit-
ment to free the Sikh nation by starting a
shantmai morcha to liberate Khalistan. Only
a free Khalistan will insure that the Sikh na-
tion can live in freedom, security, peace, and
dignity.

Elections are scheduled to be held on April
27th. Simranjit Singh Mann has filed to chal-
lenge S.S. Barnala in Sangrur. We are to feel
deeply betrayed by the Akalis shameful ea-
gerness to fight elections under a govern-
ment that has made every effort to destroy
us as a nation. The Akalis have been fighting
elections since 1950. What have they
achieved? Are we any closer to freedom be-
cause of their desire to cow-tow to the In-
dian regime? It is clear that a nation-wide
shantmai morcha is the only way to liberate
Khalistan. The sooner we as a nation realize
this, the sooner we will enjoy the fruits of
freedom so long denied us. I ask the Khalsa
Panth to remember that the Sikh nation
won the Jaito morcha by peaceful means. We
also liberated the Gurdwaras in the 1920s by
peaceful means. Likewise, it is through
peaceful means and the grassroots involve-
ment of the Sikh nation that we will achieve
freedom for Khalistan. The time is now to
start a shantmai morcha. We must boycott
the Indian government. Protest by the hun-
dreds of thousands. Court arrest. Fill the
jails. We cannot allow the Indian regime to
deny us our sovereignty. Free Khalistan
today?

India’s tyranny continues to be exposed,
hastening the inevitable breakup of India’s
bloody empire. The new video documentary
‘‘Disappearances in Punjab’’ shows a Punjab
policewoman speaking about the brutality of
the Indian regime. She says, ‘‘I joined out of
patriotic sentiments, but what I saw, atroc-
ities—including those against women—that I
cannot bear. Women suffer much. Male offi-
cers torture them. They also rape detainees.
Some who had been picked up were in the in-
terrogation center. Then I read that they
had been killed in an encounter. But I had
seen them in detention.’’ Here is a member
of the Punjab police admitting that rape and
torture is common? She also reveals that
victims’ legs were broken as part of the In-
dian regime’s campaign of terror against the
Sikh nation. According to the documentary,
the Chief Medical Officer at Patti Hospiatl in
Punjab, Khalistan admits that he provided
quick, fraudulent postmortum reports to po-
lice so that the authorities could cremate
the bodies of their victims, destroying any
evidence of state-sponsored murder. ‘‘My ex-
ample set the precedent in Punjab,’’ the
Chief Medical Officer says in the video.
‘‘Five minutes a postmortem, five minutes a
postmortem.’’ The modus operandi of the
India police is exposed? This video, produced
by a Hindu human rights activist, has blown
the cover off India’s genocide against the
Sikh nation.

India has also been hit in print. On Novem-
ber 4, The Pioneer ran an article by Iqbal
Masud called ‘‘The Bogus Peace of Beant and
Gill.’’ Masud reports that ‘‘the Beant-Gill
duo committed mass incarceration and
called it ‘normalcy.’ ’’ He also writes about
the case of Sarabjit Singh, who was brought
in for an autopsy but found to be alive. The
regime then killed him and brought his body
back to the same hospital. ‘‘When I read
that,’’ writes Masud, ‘‘I said, Welcome to
Super Nazi State.’’

The U.S. Congress continues to speak out
for freedom for the Sikh nation. Recently,
seven more statements were inserted into
the Congressional Record. Members of Con-
gress were vocal in their support for the lib-
eration of Khalistan and exposed India bru-
tal history of human rights abuses against
the Sikhs. Members of Congress also strong-
ly supported two bills, H. Con. Res. 32 and
H.R. 1425 which would respectively recognize
the Sikhs nation’s right of self-determina-
tion and cut off U.S. development aid to
India until human rights are observed. These
Congressional statements are covered in the
April 5 issues of India Abroad, News-India
Times and Navjyoti, a Hindi language Indian
newspaper.

Within Khalistan, human rights activist
continue to raise their voice about Indian re-
pression. A group of human rights activists
have written to Indian President Sharma ‘‘to
point out that the rule of law is yet to be re-
stored to Punjab. Examples like the dis-
appearance of human rights activist S.
Jaswant Singh Khalra are continuing. There
is an urgent need to carry out a census under
the supervision of UNO, on illegal killings
and disappearance as these may be over a
hundred thousand,’’ these activists wrote.
Amnesty International has also issued two
recent reports on Indian repression. Amnesty
points out that it is routine for people to be
arrested for their political views, that pre-
ventive detention is widespread, torture ‘‘re-
mains endemic,’’ and ‘‘disappearances’’ are
rampant. These are just a few examples that
show that awareness of India’s repression of
the Sikh nation is rising.

I urge all Sikhs to renew their commit-
ment to the liberation of Khalistan. A
shantmai morcha is the only means by which
we can reclaim our sovereignty. Indian’s
state terrorism will not deny the Sikh na-

tion the freedom to which we are entitled. If
India could not suppress our struggle for
freedom by killing over 150,000 Sikhs, kid-
napping and murdering more than 25,000
young Sikh men, and holding over 70,000
Sikhs in detention under the expired TADA
law, then how does it think that more re-
pression will end our movement? Let us lib-
erate Khalistan the way that India got its
own freedom. Peaceful resistance is the only
way to liberate Khalistan, and an independ-
ent Khalistan is the only way that the Sikh
nation can live in freedom, security, and dig-
nity.

On this Vaisakhi Day, the dawn of freedom
in Khalistan is closer than ever. We look for-
ward to celebrating Vaisakhi Day 1999, the
300th birthday of the Sikh nation, in an inde-
pendent Khalistan where the glow of freedom
shines brightly, bringing peace and prosper-
ity to the Sikh nation and the South Asian
subcontinent. On this Vaisakhi Day, let us
recommit ourselves to this goal. Khalistan
Zindabad.

Panth Da Sewadar,
DR. GURMIT SINGH AULAKH,
President, Council of Khalistan.
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Mr. BAKER of California. Mr. Speaker,
Moraga, CA, is a lovely city in the heart of my
congressional district. It is a great place to
live, work, raise a family, and develop a true
sense of community with one’s friends and
neighbors. Moraga is the kind of place many
Americans idealize as representative of the
best small town virtues—except that in
Moraga, these ideals are realities.

This year’s Moraga Citizen of the Year is
Jim Sweeney. The list of Jim’s contributions to
the Moraga community is remarkable. His two-
term tenure as the town’s mayor, his work with
the Moraga Fire Protection District Board of
Commissioners, his service with the Moraga
Chamber of Commerce and the Hearst Art
Gallery, and his involvement with a host of
other organizations is the stuff of local legend.
His faithful service is a tribute to his dedication
to making Moraga the wonderful place it is.

Too often we fail to honor the people who
care enough to make a decisive difference in
our local communities. Jim Sweeney is such a
person, and is richly deserving of recognition
as Moraga’s Citizen of the Year. After all, citi-
zenship is about loyalty to the people and in-
stitutions that comprise a good and decent so-
ciety. In so many ways, Jim Sweeney defines
what true citizenship is all about. I am very
pleased to recognize this outstanding Amer-
ican in the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD.
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Mr. ROMERO-BARCELÓ. Mr. Speaker,
today I am introducing the Deep Water Outfall
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