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and refills, FDA has decided that it wants to
mandate this aspect of pharmacy practice and
to restrict pharmacists so that only the infor-
mation that FDA deems appropriate is distrib-
uted to patients.

In other words, FDA knows better than your
personal physician and your pharmacist re-
garding the information you should receive.
And on top of this, FDA wants everybody to
get the same information, no matter whether
you are elderly, a young child, male, female or
pregnant.

The cost of this particular FDA initiative,
called the Medguide Program will exceed
$100 million each year to mandate what phar-
macists are already doing voluntarily right
now. FDA’s Medguide Program is unneces-
sary, very costly and is the wrong approach.

Additionally, I should mention that FDA’s
Medguide Program exceeds the agency’s stat-
utory authority. While FDA does have legal
authority over the content of a drug manufac-
turer’s labeling and advertising, FDA has no
authority whatsoever over the professional
practice of pharmacy. Standards of profes-
sional practice, including patient care, counsel-
ing and the dissemination of written informa-
tion to patients has always been and still are
the responsibility of state boards of phar-
macy—not FDA.

In summary, Mr. Speaker, the legislation I
am introducing will prohibit the FDA from
using any of its funding to implement its pro-
posed Medguide Program.

We don’t need this costly mandate from the
FDA when the competitive retail pharmacy
marketplace is making great strides in provid-
ing consumers with meaningful, accurate and
easily understood written information about
prescription drugs. I urge my colleagues to co-
sponsor and support the Pharmacist’s Patients
Protection Act of 1996. Let’s stop the mis-
guides Medguide Program.
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Mr. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to
rise today to recognize Congregation Am Sha-
lom of Glencoe, a synagogue in the 10th Dis-
trict of Illinois whose members are making a
positive and wonderful contribution to our
community.

Congregation Am Shalom has designated
Sunday, April 28, 1996, as a Mitzvah Day. In
the Jewish religion, a mitzvah is a command-
ment to perform acts of kindness to others.
Mitzvah Day will be a voluntary,
congregationwide community service endeavor
to reach out with philanthropic hearts and res-
olute hands to the surrounding community and
to help people in all walks of life.

As many as 1,000 Am Shalom volunteers
will take part in worthwhile projects on that
day, including repairing and painting homes,
delivering home-cooked meals to the home-
bound and the elderly, taking children on out-
ings, and cleaning up local parks. In all of
these ways, they will touch the lives of others.

Mr. Speaker, Am Shalom’s commitment to
make a difference through these various
projects should not only be recognized, but

applauded. I am proud to represent a district
that includes people with such tremendous
volunteer spirit, and I am pleased to recognize
am Shalom’s community leadership and to
praise the outstanding contributions of every
participant in the April 28 Mitzvah Day.
f
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Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I rise in sup-
port of the conference report for H.R. 2854,
the ‘‘Agricultural Market Transition Act.’’ This
measure reforms numerous laws affecting the
business of farmers, including dairy farmers.
In modifying laws that pertain to dairy farmers,
H.R. 2854 has the effect of amending the
Food Drug and Cosmetic Act [FFDCA] as it
pertains to standards of identity and nutrition
labeling requirements for fluid milk under milk
marketing orders. As Chairman of the Commit-
tee on Commerce Subcommittee on Health
and Environment, I would like to note the juris-
dictional interest of both the full Committee
and my Subcommittee in these modifications
of our country’s dairy program.

Portions of the language in the conference
report regarding dairy programs supersede
certain provisions in the FFDCA by making
them inapplicable in some circumstances. The
FFDCA is a statute within the exclusive juris-
diction of the Committee on Commerce.
Therefore, the amendment to the FFDCA in
the conference report for H.R. 2854 is also
within the exclusive jurisdiction of the Com-
merce Committee. In accordance with rule X
of the rules of the House, I look forward to
continued exercise of our legislative jurisdic-
tion in this area.
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Mr. FARR of California. Mr. Speaker, it is
with great sadness that I rise today to salute
a man who did more to advance U.S. eco-
nomic interests at home and abroad than any
other in our nation’s distinguished history. Ron
Brown, whose other accomplishments include
revitalizing the Democratic party and advanc-
ing race relations in America, died tragically 2
weeks ago on a trade mission in Bosnia.

As Commerce Secretary, Brown was ac-
companied by 34 other brave Americans, one
of whom was my constituent. Adam Darling, a
29-year Commerce Department assistant who
offered to bike cross-country from his Santa
Cruz, California home to promote Bill Clinton’s
1992 presidential campaign, also lost his life
on that terrible flight. I had the honor of salut-
ing Adam’s life last Friday, along with the First
Lady, his family and friends at a touching me-
morial service. He will be sorely missed by all.

Adam was on board, because as President
Clinton put it, Ron Brown could see in him and

the others ‘‘the promise of a new tomorrow
and he knew they needed someone to reach
down and give them the opportunity to serve.’’
Ron Brown was truly one of a kind.

The son of a hotel manager, Ron Brown
grew up in black America but bridged the gap
between white and black from the earliest
years of his life. Attending white private
schools, Brown went on to be the only African-
American in his class at Middlebury College,
where he forged the desegregation of his fra-
ternity. He later attended St. John’s University
Law School and subsequently worked as a
prominent attorney in the largely white world
of law. After that, Ron Brown became the first
African-American chairman of the Democratic
National Committee. As former National Urban
League chief John Jacob said, ‘‘Ron could ac-
complish anything, because he didn’t believe
he coundn’t do it.

As Commerce Secretary, Ron Brown
worked tirelessly to promote our economic in-
terests both here an around the globe. He
firmly believed that free, but fair trade was one
of the best ways of advancing our country’s
national interests as we move into the 21st
century. It was for this reason that Ron Brown
enthusiastically led his mission to Bosnia. He
believed that the untapped possibilities of the
war-torn region held untold possibilities for the
United States.

I personally have had the pleasure of work-
ing with Ron Brown on a number of occa-
sions. Before his untimely death, he and I had
been developing a unique initiative of sustain-
able development for my congressional dis-
trict. We both eagerly looked forward to har-
nessing the creative energy of public and pri-
vate enterprise to forget this new national
model.

I don’t believe a day has gone by since the
tragic accident that I have not mourned what
this country will miss without Ron Brown, and
the others aboard his plane. While the impor-
tant work of the Commerce Department will
surely continue, America will never recapture
the potential that traveled aboard that flight.
We can never replace the enormous possibili-
ties that traveled with Ron Brown.
f

IN RECOGNITION OF OFFICER
KENNETH L. PONTIOUS

HON. FORTNEY PETE STARK
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 17, 1996

Mr. STARK. Mr. Speaker, today I would like
to join my constituents in commemorating the
retirement of Officer Kenneth L. Pontious. Offi-
cer Pontious is retiring after 28 years of serv-
ice to the community and citizens of Union
City.

During his 28 years of service, Officer
Pontious has contributed to the Union City Po-
lice Department in many different capacities.
He has served as a Motorcycle Patrol Officer.
In addition, he has worked as a Traffic Officer
and a member of the Special Enforcement Re-
sponse Team.

Officer Pontious has also assisted the com-
munity as a School Resource Officer giving
his time directly to our young people. Finally,
Officer Pontious has worked as a Field Train-
ing Officer, Rangemaster and Police Explorer
Post Adviser.
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Therefore, Mr. Speaker, I come before you

today celebrating with my constituents the ca-
reer of Officer Kenneth L. Pontious. I hope
you and my colleagues will also join me in
congratulating him for his contribution to the
community.

f
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Wednesday, April 17, 1996

Mr. HALL of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to pay tribute to a young Texas hero—
Jose Rios, a 17-year-old who rescued a young
boy from a house fire before tragically losing
his own life during another heroic effort to
save the life of the boy’s brother.

There are no words to adequately express
our sorrow when one so young, acting in such
a courageous manner, should be taken so
tragically. To his family and friends in the
small community of Royse City, where he
lived, he is a genuine hero. And as is common
in small communities across America when
tragedy strikes, the citizens of Royse City
have united in their efforts to help the families
of the victims and to make sure that Jose Rios
will forever be remembered for his selfless act
of courage.

Early in the morning of February 20, 1996,
a fire broke out from a space heater in the
bedroom shared by 11-year-old Aron Carreon
and his 7-year-old brother, Ramon. Jose ob-
served the fire coming from his neighbors’
house and rushed over to help. He broke
through the bedroom window and carried the
wheelchair-bound Ramon to safety, apparently
with the assistance of Ramon’s brother, Aron.
Without stopping to think of his own safety,
Jose rushed back into the burning house in an
effort to save Aron, but he was overtaken by
smoke. Rescue efforts by the local fire depart-
ment ended in vain. Both Jose and Aron died
of smoke inhalation.

Jose was a student at Royse City High
School. Principal Ruth Cherry said, ‘‘He’s a
hero. He helped a lot of the students who are
new from Mexico. We’ll miss him. I’m so
happy to have known him.’’ Aron was a stu-
dent at Royse City Elementary School, where
Principal Gary Evers described him as a
‘‘wonderful boy’’ who was respected and loved
by everyone.

Royse City has been deeply moved by this
act of courage and by the premature deaths of
these two young boys. The story was carried
in area newspapers. A memorial fund was es-
tablished. There are plans for a permanent
memorial. Jose Rios deserves this recognition,
Mr. Speaker, and he deserves our respect. So
as we adjourn today, I would like to ask my
colleagues to join me in paying tribute to this
courageous young Texan, Jose Rios, and to
his young neighbor, Aaron Carreon, who died
along with him. They will be missed by all
those in Royse City who knew and loved
them.

And they will be remembered. Jose Rios will
be remembered as a genuine hero, one who
gave his life to save the life of another. Mr.
Speaker, Jose Rios is a hero for all times.

MEMORIALIZATION OF BRIG. GEN.
RICHARD J. DIRGINS, U.S. ARMY
RESERVE CENTER

HON. TODD TIAHRT
OF KANSAS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 17, 1996

Mr. TIAHRT. Mr. Speaker, the first officially
named U.S. Army Reserve center located out-
side of American territory will be dedicated in
the memory of Brig. Gen. Richard J. Dirgins
on April 19, 1995, in Schwetzingen, Germany.
Dirgins, a native of Fairfield, CT, and an alum-
nus of Norwich University, Vermont, led the
7th Army Reserve Command for almost 7
years. The general died January 14, 1995, just
months after relinquishing command of the 7th
ARCOM, which has 23 Army Reserve units in
Germany and Italy. Presently 11 of the com-
mand’s units are mobilized in support of Oper-
ation Joint Endeavor.

Dirgins’s many years of service in the Army
will be remembered in an outdoor ceremony at
Tompkins Barracks that will include the unveil-
ing of a bronze plaque and a portrait and the
planting of a tree outside the building which
will bear his name.
f
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Mr. DORNAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
pay tribute to the dedicated young men and
women of the U.S. Air Force 321st Missile
Group at Grand Forks, ND. The 321st, com-
manded by Col. Robert P. Summers, is cur-
rently undergoing a very stressful but highly
successful realignment of Minuteman III inter-
continental ballistic missiles [ICBM’s] while at
the same time maintaining an active nuclear
deterrent force. Despite the apparent end to
the cold war, recent tensions with mainland
China and elsewhere in the world clearly dem-
onstrate the need to maintain a reliable and
effective ground-based nuclear deterrent force.
Colonel Summers and everyone in his com-
mand are to be commended for their personal
sacrifice, professionalism, and dedication to-
wards ensuring we have the best nuclear de-
terrent in the world both today and tomorrow.
I am including for my colleagues a copy of the
mission statement, values, and strategic goals
for the 321st Missile Group, as well as a unit
history. Again, to Colonel Summers and every-
one in the 321st—job well done. And may
none of us ever forget the 321st motto: ‘‘Glob-
al Power for Peace.’’

321ST MISSILE GROUP HISTORY

Serving in defense of its country, the 321st
Missile Group has undergone a comprehen-
sive hardware metamorphosis over the past
40 years. The development of the 321st Mis-
sile Group began June 26, 1942, as the 321st
Bombardment Group (Medium); assigned
under Twelfth Air Force. The group flew B–
25 Mitchell bombers in the Mediterranean
theater from March 7, 1943, to September 12,
1945. For their flying accomplishments the
group was awarded two Distinguished Unit
Citations. The group was later deactivated
September 12, 1945, at Pomigliano, Italy, and

returned to the United States. The 321st re-
activated as an Air Force Reserve unit under
15th Air Force and designated the 321st Bom-
bardment Group (Light) on March 31, 1946. It
was again inactivated on June 27, 1949.

The 321st reactivated at Pinecastle AFB,
Fla., under Second Air Force as the 321st
Bombardment Wing (Medium) Dec. 15, 1953.
The wing flew the B–47 strategic bomber and
won the Fairchild Trophy in the 1957 Strate-
gic Air Command annual bombing, naviga-
tion and reconnaissance competition. During
this period, the wing transferred from Sec-
ond Air Force to the 6th Air Division under
Eighth Air Force Jan. 1, 1959. With the
phase-out of the B–47, the unit deactivated
again Oct. 25, 1961.

On Nov. 1, 1964, the Air Force again acti-
vated the 321st, this time as the 321st Strate-
gic Missile Wing. The Missile Wing found a
home at Grand Forks Air Force Base and as-
signed to the 4th Strategic Aerospace Divi-
sion under Second Air Force. In 1965, the
446th, 447th, and 448th Strategic Missile
Squadrons were activated. Together, they
worked toward making the 321st the first
operational Minuteman II Intercontinental
Ballistic Missile Wing in Strategic Air Com-
mand on Dec. 7, 1966. The 321st became the
first unit to deploy the LGM–30F Minuteman
II Intercontinental Ballistic Missile.

In 1969, the wing won the Blanchard Tro-
phy for excellence during the annual SAC
missile combat competition, becoming the
only wing in the Air Force to win top awards
for both bombardment and missile excel-
lence. The 321st Strategic Missile Wing won
the Blanchard Trophy again in 1969, 1974, and
1987.

From 1970 until 1988, the wing fell under
Fifteenth Air Force’s 57th Air Division, and
later the 4th Air Division. Between 1971 and
1973, the wing changed weapons systems
turning over Minuteman II’s for Minuteman
III’s.

After 18 years with Fifteenth Air Force,
the 321st Strategic Missile Wing was reas-
signed to the Eighth Air Force when the 42nd
Air Division came to Grand Forks Air Force
Base June 16, 1988. Under the Eighth Air
Force, the 321st Organizational Missile Main-
tenance Squadron received the Air Force
Outstanding Unit Award from 1988 through
1990. Strategic Air Command also selected
the 448th Strategic Missile Squadron as the
ICBM Operational Squadron of the Year for
1990.

On Sept. 1, 1991 during a reorganization,
the 321st was redesignated the 321st Missile
Wing and assigned under the newly reac-
tivated Twentieth Air Force with the inac-
tivation of the 42nd Air Division. Then on
June 1, 1992, the 321st Missile Wing became
assigned to the newly formed Air Combat
Command. While in the Air Combat Com-
mand, the 321st continued a tradition of ex-
cellence when in 1992 Air Combat Command
named the 447th, ICBM Missile Squadron of
the Year.

On May 1, 1993, Detachment 3, 37th Air
Rescue Squadron was redesignated as the
79th Rescue Flight. The change realigned the
bases HH–1H Huey helicopters, pilots, and
support personnel under direct control of the
321st Operations Group commander.

Further changes in the Air Force resulted
with the 321st Missile Wing being realigned
from Air Combat Command to Air Force
Space Command on July 1, 1993. The missile
wing’s move transferred the daily manage-
ment of the Air Force’s land-based inter-
continental ballistic missiles to a command
familiar with missile and rocket technology.

On Nov. 1, 1993, the 321st Organizational
Missile Maintenance Squadron earned the
Air Force Space Command Maintenance Ef-
fectiveness Award, and later went on to win
the award at the Air Force level.
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