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fact, the only effect the ban has had was to
place more restrictions on honest law-abiding
gunowners.
f
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Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, health in-
surance reform is coming to the House floor
tomorrow. An important piece of that legisla-
tion deals with genetic information and insur-
ance discrimination. Last December, I intro-
duced H.R. 2748, the Genetic Information
Nondiscrimination in Health Insurance Act—a
bill to prevent the potentially devastating con-
sequences of discrimination based on genetic
information.

I am very pleased to learn that both the Re-
publican version of health insurance reform
and the Democratic substitute that will be in-
troduced tomorrow contain some of the pro-
tections I introduced in my bill last fall.

While the provision in the legislation coming
to the floor tomorrow is not as comprehensive
as those outlined in my bill, it represents a
very important first step in providing protec-
tions for people with predisposition to genetic
disease.

Let me tell you a little bit about my bill and
why it is so important. As chair of the Wom-
en’s Health Task Force, I closely followed the
reports last year indicating that increased
funding for breast cancer research had re-
sulted in the discovery of the BRCAI gene-link
to breast cancer. While the obvious benefits of
the discovery include potential lifesaving early
detection and intervention, the inherent dan-
gers of the improper use of genetic informa-
tion are just becoming evident.

There is increasing concern that based on
genetic information, individuals will be denied
access to health care and insurance providers
will require genetic screening in order to deny
coverage to those who would cause a rise in
group premiums.

The lessons we have learned from the past
including the disastrous results of discriminat-
ing against those genetically predisposed to
sickle-cell anemia. More recently, there are
cases of people with a family history of breast
cancer being afraid of getting tested for fear of
losing access to insurance. Both these situa-
tions point to the need for comprehensive
Federal regulations.

The bill I introduced last December would
prevent that type of catastrophe by prohibiting
insurance providers from:

First, denying or canceling health insurance
coverage, or

Second, varying the terms and conditions of
health insurance coverage, on the basis of ge-
netic information.

Third, requesting or requiring an individual
to disclose genetic information.

Fourth, disclosing genetic information with-
out prior written consent.

The provisions in the health insurance re-
form bills to be considered on the floor tomor-
row prohibit the use of genetic information as
a preexisting condition. I applaud the inclusion
of that aspect of my legislation in the insur-
ance reform. I hope that my colleagues and I

can continue to work together to apply the
prohibitions on genetic discrimination across
the board to cover all insurance policies and
to address the important issue of privacy pro-
tection.

As therapies are developed to cure genetic
diseases, and potentially to save lives, the
women and men affected must be assured ac-
cess to genetic testing and therapy without
concern that they will be discriminated against.
As legislators, I believe it is our responsibility
to ensure that protection against genetic dis-
crimination is guaranteed. Tomorrow we will
take the first step in that direction. I invite my
colleagues to join me in making the commit-
ment to ensuring comprehensive protections
against genetic discrimination.
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Mr. BARCIA. Mr. Speaker, the strength of

cooperation is the greatest asset of any entity.
I want you to know about the Saginaw Valley
Bean and Beet Research Farm which is flush
with cooperation, and as a result is proudly
celebrating its 25th anniversary of operation
this year. This facility, which started operations
in 1971, is one of the premier locations in the
world for research into matters of concern to
sugar beet and dry bean producers and proc-
essors.

Michigan Sugar Co. and Monitor Sugar Co.
helped to get all of this going by recognizing
the importance of ongoing research in the
maintenance of a competitive edge. The
Michigan Bean Shippers Association, the
Michigan Bean Commission, and the Farmers
and Manufacturers Beet Sugar Growers Asso-
ciation pushed for creation of a single re-
search farm. Producers helped fund the re-
search by check-off from sales of their com-
modities, and continue to this day. Today, this
facility is a wonderful joint effort of dry bean
and sugar beet processors and producers, in
cooperation with Michigan State University’s
Agricultural Experiment Station, the MSU Ex-
tension Service, and funding provided through
the Cooperate State Research, Education and
Extension Service of the U.S. Department of
Agriculture. This Federal support has been
generously provided with the cooperation of
the Subcommittee on Agriculture, Rural Devel-
opment, Food and Drug Administration; and
Related Agencies of the House Appropriations
Committee.

It is phenomenal to me to think of the fact
that 30 years ago farmers earned $60 million
for dry bean crops and $23 million from sugar
beet crops, with yields now having increased
by about 80 percent since 1970. New varieties
of dry beans have been introduced in the area
to take advantage of changing consumer de-
mands for dry bean varieties, particularly for
the colored dry bean varieties that are so
heavily demanded in other markets around the
world. The stable prices that our consumers
enjoy for sugar have been enhanced by a re-
search program that is committed to improving
yield and maintaining quality in an increasingly
competitive market.

Work has been done over the years to im-
prove the hardiness of varieties of beans and

beets. Environmental concerns have been ad-
dressed by reviewing the efficacy of pesticides
and herbicides as well as application prac-
tices. Planting methodology has been studied,
ranging from narrow row planting efforts to in-
crease yield per acre, to dealing with concerns
created by soil compaction.

Several people deserve credit for this his-
toric endeavor. Loren Armbruster, John Davis,
Ernest Flegenheimer, Dr. Milt Erdman, Mau-
rice Frakes, Dale Harpstead, John A. McGill,
Jr., Basil McKenzie, Leyton Nelson, Grant
Nichol, and Perc Reeve all deserve a major
share of the credit for the creation of this facil-
ity. Former Congressman Bob Traxler led the
efforts to secure Federal funding for this facil-
ity. Bob Young, Bill Bortel, Dale Kuenzli, John
McGill, Greg Varner, and Dr. Don Christenson
now work for the success of this facility. And
support for this project continues to come from
myself, Congressman CAMP, and Senator
LEVIN.

Mr. Speaker, at a time when we want peo-
ple to look to themselves for solutions to prob-
lems, we need to recognize the accomplish-
ments of the Saginaw Valley Bean and Beet
Research Farm. I urge you and our colleagues
to join me in wishing them the happiest 25th
anniversary.
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Mr. HALL of Texas. Mr. Speaker, it is a
privilege for me to pay tribute today to a leg-
endary educator and outstanding citizen from
the Fourth District of Texas—Millard Lee
Brent, who died recently at the age of 83.
Throughout his life Millard Brent was a promi-
nent and respected figure in Dodd City, and
he leaves behind a legacy of accomplishment
that will be remembered for years to come.

A native of Dodd City, Millard Brent was
born on October 22, 1912, to Ada Finley and
Lee William Brent, and devoted much of his
life to education. He received a bachelor’s de-
gree from Austin College in 1939, a master’s
degree from East Texas State University in
1951, and was an educator for 46 years. He
served as superintendent of Dodd City schools
from 1947 to 1962, was superintendent of
Fannin County schools from 1962 to 1979,
and in 1979 received the Fannin County
Teacher of the Year Award. He then served
on the board of directors of region 10 on State
education from 1979 to 1988.

Millard also devoted much of his time in
service to his community and county. He
served as president of the Bonham Lions Club
and president of the Fort Inglish Society. He
served on the board of directors of the Amer-
ican Lung Association of the Dallas area, the
Friends of Sam Rayburn Board, the Fannin
County Fair Board, the board of the Fannin
County Teachers Federal Credit Union, and
the Board of Resolution, Conservation and
Development. Millard was a member of the
Dodd City Masonic Lodge, past Master, 32d
degree Mason, Sherman Scottish Rite, and
Denison County Commandry, and was an
elder of the Dodd City Church of Christ. He re-
ceived the Texas Historical Commission
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Award from Governor Dolph Briscoe and re-
ceived the Fannin County Farmer Award for
Outstanding Conservation.

Millard was married to Evalyn Opal Doan,
who preceded him in death. Surviving are his
son, Dr. Millard Brent of Sherman; brothers,
George Brent of Bonham and C.J. Brent of
Lannius; sister, Madeline Veal of Dallas; and
several nieces and nephews.

Mr. Speaker, Millard Brent devoted his life
to the betterment of his community and to the
noble cause of education. His influence was
felt in every aspect of his community and
county, and there is no way to measure the
good that he accomplished. As we adjourn
today, I join his family and many friends in
paying our last respects to this outstanding in-
dividual.
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Mr. HOSTETTLER. Mr. Speaker, due to a
snow emergency in my district that began
early March 19, 1996, I was unable to return
to Washington, DC, until late evening on
March 20, 1996. As a result of this unforeseen
delay, I missed passage of H.R. 2937. Had I
been able to be here for these votes I would
have voted ‘‘yea’’ on roll No. 69.
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Mr. FOX of Pennsylvania. Mr. Speaker, a
chosen few among us have the privilege and
strength to reach 80 years of productive life.
Mr. Morton Charlestein, who marks his 80th
birthday on this April 1, has been an inspira-
tion to all who know him and a source of love
and support to all who come in contact with
his warm and gracious being. He is a husband
of over 50 years, a father, and grandfather of
five; a leader in the dental and medical prod-
ucts industry; and a giant of support in the
philanthropic community of greater Philadel-
phia whose good works reach across the
country and around the world.

As chairman emeritus of the Premier Dental
Products Co. and former president of the Den-
tal Manufacturers of America, Mr.
Charlestein’s professional life has seen the in-
troduction to the U.S. market of many, many
innovative and now commonly used essential
products in the dental profession. His support
for dental schools and dental education is well
known.

He is also an active member on the board
of Har Zion Temple in Penn Valley, PA and on
the board of the Jewish Theological Seminary
of America. His support for programs fostering
deeper religious understanding and commit-
ment extend not only to his financial giving but
to his personal involvement in communal pray-
er, and in family and institutional life on a daily
basis.

Along with his wife, Malvina, and daughter,
Ellyn, this man of vision has taken a personal

family tragedy—the death of a young son-in-
law—and turned it into a commitment of eradi-
cating the suffering caused by amyotrophic lat-
eral sclerosis [ALS]—Lou Gehrig’s disease
and has helped in the formation of support
groups for patients; clinics dedicated to the
treatment of this disease; and research
projects in leading medical institutions world-
wide.

I hold up Mr. Morton Charlestein as an ex-
ample of a great American, having served his
country overseas in World War II, who, in his
personal and business dealings knows no bar-
rier of race, social status, religion, or gender;
and whose generosity and cheerfulness bring
blessing to us all. May such Americans be
multiplied and granted long life and good
health.
f

CONGRATULATIONS TO PRESIDENT
LEE TENG-HUI

HON. MAURICE D. HINCHEY
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 27, 1996

Mr. HINCHEY. Mr. Speaker, I wish to con-
vey my congratulations to President Lee Teng-
hui of the Republic of China. In the first direct
Presidential election in Chinese history held
on March 23, Lee Teng-hui won 54 percent of
the vote, far outdistancing his three oppo-
nents. Democracy has finally arrived in the
Republic of China and I have nothing but ad-
miration and good wishes for President Lee.

I hope my colleagues will join me in wishing
that God may continue to grant President Lee,
and his Vice President-elect Lien Chan, all the
wisdom in government their country in the
years ahead, and that the people of the Re-
public of China will continue to enjoy prosper-
ity and freedom.
f
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Mrs. SCHROEDER. Mr. Speaker, the mini-
mum wage was last increased in 1991 by a
lousy 65 cents an hour. That works out to a
lousy $1,300 a year.

Since 1991, Members of Congress have in-
creased their salaries by a whopping $37,000.
That’s 30 times the raise minimum wage work-
ers have received.

In fact, that $37,000 raise is more than
quadruple what a minimum wage worker
earns in total all year. The annual salary of a
minimum wageworker is $8,800.

If BOB DOLE and NEWT GINGRICH want to
block the proposed 1996 minimum wage in-
crease, I have a suggestion, give back the
$37,000.
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Mr. BRYANT of Texas. Mr. Speaker, it is
with much sadness I recognize the death of

former ASCAP President Morton Gould on
February 21. The current ASCAP president
and chairman, Marilyn Bergman aptly stated
that ‘‘America has lost one of its most distin-
guished composers and conductors, and the
creative community has lost one of its great
leaders.’’

The honors Mr. Gould received during his
long and illustrious life are countless. Mr.
Gould received the Kennedy Center Honor in
1994 and the Pulitzer Prize in Music in 1995.
He was elected to the American Academy of
Arts and Letters in 1986. In addition, Mr.
Gould was an award winning recording artists,
with 12 Grammy nominations and a Grammy
award in 1966. Mr. Gould served on ASCAP’s
board of directors for over 36 years, and led
the society as president from 1986 to 1994.

Mr. Gould’s contributions spanned eight
decades and included significant works for or-
chestra, chamber ensemble, band, chorus,
and soloists, as well as scores composed for
film, television, Broadway, and ballet.
Throughout his career, his work was particu-
larly American, making use of such roots
music styles as jazz, blues, spirituals, and folk
music.

His music has been performed by every
major American orchestra under the direction
of such eminent conductors as Fritz Mahler,
Arturo Toscanini, Leopold Stokowski, Sir
George Sotti, Andre Previn, Leonard Slatkin,
Eugene Ormandy, and Arthur Fiedler. As a
conductor, Mr. Gould led countless orchestras
throughout the world and recorded over 100
albums.

Mr. Gould was a tireless advocate for new
American composers, and constantly sought
opportunities to help expose their work. I was
privileged to know him and work with him to
further these goals. Morton Gould will be
missed by millions worldwide who were
touched by his talent and music.
f
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Mr. POSHARD. Mr. Speaker, as we know,
Kiwanis International has stood for outstanding
community service with an emphasis on young
children for decades. I rise today to honor Mr.
Ray Lane, a member and leader of Kiwanis
clubs in Toledo, Effingham, and Mattoon, IL
for the past 50 years. Since joining Kiwanis in
1946, Ray has worked at it with the same en-
ergy and enthusiasm with which he has ap-
proached his entire life. I salute him today for
his commitment to his fellow citizens.

It comes as no surprise that the leaders of
clubs such as Kiwanis are also leaders in their
jobs and other activities. This describes Ray
Lane. He has always answered the call to
duty, and would rather blaze a trail instead of
waiting for a path to be carved. Ray received
his bachelor’s degree and special degree in
education from Eastern Illinois University, and
it was in the field of education that Ray made
his greatest professional mark. Starting out as
a teacher and coach while also serving his
country for 11 months in the Philippines, he
moved on to superintendent of the Toledo
school district, despite his protests that he
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