
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of RemarksE388 March 20, 1996
The dreams of monsignor Carroll-Abbing

have been realized today with nine Boys’
Towns and one Girls’ Town in Italy, all run by
the monsignor’s International Boys’ Towns of
Italy—the organization which he established.
Today, orphans in Italy no longer go without
homes. Besides the towns which he estab-
lished, the monsignor’s organization also do-
nates money, clothes, medical care, furniture,
and time to children in need.

Today, Monsignor Carroll-Abbing’s touch is
felt around the world. He has extended his aid
across seas and continents. The monsignor’s
Boys’ Towns have provided homes for hun-
dreds who have suffered due to war, famine,
and disaster. In addition, the monsignor trav-
els around the world to disaster sights to as-
sist in relief efforts on each occasion with the
help of children.

Monsignor Carroll-Abbing’s major contribu-
tion to the world has been to give opportunity
to a group of forgotten children who would
have otherwise lacked it. Msgr. John Patrick
Carroll-Abbing has served humanity through-
out his life; whether they be orphans,
delinquents, or children in need. Monsignor
Carroll-Abbing is a man who has touched,
changed, and saved the lives of thousands of
children. For more than 50 years he has dedi-
cated himself to improving the lives of chil-
dren. Monsignor Carroll-Abbing is a man who
should be revered by all, and overlooked by
none, as one of the greatest humanitarians in
history.

This year the Boys’ Towns of Italy are hon-
oring two outstanding Italian-Americans for
their various achievements and contributions.
The Boys’ Town Entertainer of the Year Award
will go to Mr. Dennis Farina. Mr. Farina has
long been acknowledged as one of Holly-
wood’s busiest actors, and has appeared in
such hits as ‘‘Get Shorty,’’ ‘‘Little Big League,’’
and ‘‘Striking Distance.’’

The Boys’ Town of Italy Man of the Year is
Mr. Chuck Curico. Mr. Curico at the age of 17
joined the U.S. Marine Corps where he served
for 3 years. He received the Navy Achieve-
ment Medal for his service in the Vietnam war.
He returned home, married, and graduated
from college in 1972, the same year he found-
ed Tire Kingdom with a modest investment of
$150. Tire Kingdom is now America’s third
largest independent tire dealer, and is cur-
rently listed as one of Florida’s top 50 compa-
nies. Believing strongly in giving something
back to his community, Mr. Curico has been
actively involved in community service projects
such as: Homesafe, Junior Achievement, the
American Cancer Society, the Cystic Fibrosis
Foundation, the March of Dimes, Boys and
Girls Clubs, and many others. Mr. Curico, with
his exemplary and tireless dedication to im-
proving the lives of others serves as an illus-
tration of what we all should strive to become.
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Mr. SABO. Mr. Speaker, for many years, I
have been speaking about the growing income
gap in America. Due to the Republican Presi-
dential race, this issue has finally been cata-

pulted into the forefront of the Nation’s con-
sciousness. In fact, it is hard to open a news-
paper op-ed page or turn on a television news
program without hearing something about de-
clining worker wages, increased layoffs and in-
creasing corporate profits and CEO pay. I am
grateful that people have started to pay atten-
tion to this important problem. I fear, however,
that as the Republican race winds down, the
issue of the income gap will no longer be in
vogue, and the media will turn its attention to
something new.

We cannot squander this opportunity. The
income gap is a growing problem that, if not
addressed, threatens to undermine our Na-
tion’s prosperity and calls into question the
type of nation we want America to be. We
must take advantage of the attention now
being paid to the problems facing working
Americans.

Thanks in part to the deficit reduction meas-
ures we passed in 1993, the American econ-
omy today is in good shape: We enjoy strong
growth combined with low unemployment and
low inflation. The stock market is also reach-
ing record highs, as are profits of many Amer-
ican companies. This should seem like good
news for the average American family, for in
the past, Americans at all income levels
shared in our Nation’s prosperity. Today, how-
ever, stock prices and corporate profits rise
while the incomes of middle-class American
families stagnate or drop.

If stagnating wages were the only problem
that working Americans had to face, things
might not be so bad. However, in recent years
our Nation has also seen unprecedented
worker layoffs in corporate America. Of
course, it is understandable that such upheav-
als may occur as our economy becomes more
technology-based and integrated into global
markets. What is difficult to understand, how-
ever, are the tremendous bonuses and pay in-
creases enjoyed by the very CEO’s who lay
off thousands of workers.

The United States has prided itself on being
a nation of the middle class—one in which if
you work hard and follow the rules, you can
expect to do well enough to support yourself
and your family. Alarmingly, this is no longer
true for an increasing number of Americans.

In the decades following World War II,
American workers shared in the successes of
their employers. Over the past 20 years, how-
ever, only high-income Americans have
moved ahead economically. Between 1977
and 1990, for instance, the average after-tax
income of the wealthiest 1 percent of our pop-
ulation increased by 67 percent, after adjust-
ing for inflation. During this same period, the
average after-tax income of the bottom fifth
decreased by nearly 27 percent.

This is not a problem that affects only the
poor. Every year, thousands of Americans are
laid off from well-paying middle class jobs, to
be left with a choice between a new job that
pays less or the unemployment line. Clearly,
this trend cannot continue.

America’s level of income inequality is al-
ready higher than that of any industrialized na-
tion. Our middle class is evaporating, and we
are well on the road to becoming a nation di-
vided between a few very rich and many who
simply struggle to get by. None of us, in the
words of Labor Secretary Robert Reich, will
‘‘want to live in a society sharply divided be-
tween winners and losers.’’

Leaders in government and business must
begin to address this problem, which will have

social consequences that far outweigh any
economic impact. We must correct policies
that exacerbate the income gap, and develop
new ones that help to close it. Several of my
Democratic colleagues have developed pro-
posals to reduce the income gap by encourag-
ing responsible corporate citizenship, boosting
worker wages, and making our Tax Code
more equitable. I commend them for these ef-
forts, and call upon all of my colleagues to
take action to restore working Americans’ faith
in the economy.

The widening income gap lays before us the
question of what kind of country we want to
be: one sharply divided between the rich and
poor, or one in which all citizens can benefit
from a strong economy. I believe that our
choice is clear. America has always been the
land of opportunity. We should work together
for policies that do not favor any income
group, but enable all Americans to share in
our Nation’s strength and prosperity.
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Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, many of us have

spoken repeatedly about India’s repressive tyr-
anny in Punjab, Khalistan, and in other areas
where the dominant population is not Brahmin
Hindu. Now a new video has come out which
exposes the pervasive nature of that tyranny,
at least as it relates to the Sikh nation in Pun-
jab, Khalistan. I thank the Council of Khalistan
for sending me this powerful documentary Dis-
appearances in Punjab.

This video was not made by Sikhs, but by
a human rights activist who is Hindu. It is a
solid investigation of the repressive nature of
India’s brutal rule of Punjab, Khalistan.
Khalistan, of course, is the independent Sikh
country declared on October 7, 1987. The
Council of Khalistan is its government in exile.

Disappearances in Punjab focuses on Sikhs
who have been made to disappear by the In-
dian regime. According to a coalition of promi-
nent human rights groups and individual activ-
ists, there are more than 100,000 Sikhs who
have been subjected to this cruel fate. Per-
haps the most prominent is the general sec-
retary of the human rights wing—Shiromani
Akali Dal—Jaswant Singh Khalra. Mr. Khalra
was whisked away from his Amritsar home on
September 6, less than a week after meeting
with a congressional delegation to discuss a
report he had published. In the report, Mr.
Khalra showed that over 25,000 young Sikhs
men had been abducted by the regime, tor-
tured, and killed, then their bodies had been
declared unidentified and cremated. After the
report was published, the Tarn Taran police
chief explicitly told Mr. Khalra that he, too,
would be made to disappear. After more than
6 months in illegal detention, Mr. Khalra’s
whereabouts remain unknown. As the video
shows, this incident is unfortunately part of a
pattern of intimidation through terror by the In-
dian regime.

The video publicizes real victims of India’s
brutal repression. It shows us a policewoman
talking about the disappearances and other re-
pression in Punjab, Khalistan. It is vivid indict-
ment of the brutality that is a way of life in
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Punjab, Khalistan, under India’s tyrannical
rule.

After seeing this video, I am more con-
vinced than ever that we need to support the
Sikhs of Khalistan and the other oppressed
people of the South Asian subcontinent in
their struggle to be free. The Indian regime
has killed over 150,000 Sikhs since 1984, over
200,000 Christians in Nagaland since 1947,
over 43,000 Moslems in Kashmir since 1988,
and thousands of Assamese, Manipuris,
Tamils, Dalits—black untouchables—and other
people who are in the way of the Brahmin
class. Maybe that is what the New York Times
had in mind when it described India in its Feb-
ruary 25 edition as ‘‘a rotten, corrupt, repres-
sive, and anti-people system.’’ No one should
have to live in such a system. If America can
help the peoples of the subcontinent escape
from this brutal and bloody tyranny, it is our
moral duty to do so. We must do whatever we
can.

One thing we clearly can do is to cut off
United States aid to India. A good first step in
that direction is H.R. 1425, the Human Rights
in India Act. Under this act, United States de-
velopment aid to India would be cut off until
human rights are observed. I urge my col-
leagues to vote for this bill and to join those
of us who have become sponsors. America
must not be supporting tyranny with aid or
trade. We must be especially careful not to
support tyrants with the tax dollars of the
American people.

We must also pass House Concurrent Res-
olution 32, urging a plebiscite in Indian-occu-
pied Khalistan under international supervision.
This is a sense-of-the-Congress resolution.
Frankly, India shows all the signs of a country
in the process of unraveling. It is time that
America got itself on the side of the emerging
South Asian nations who will soon be free de-
spite Indian’s repression. Only then will the
subcontinent live in prosperity and harmony.
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Mr. NEAL of Massachusetts. Mr. Speaker,
today I would like to pay tribute to Coach Tony
Goncalves and his Ludlow High School Lions
boys soccer team for their outstanding 4 to 1
victory over Somerville High School to win the
Massachusetts Boys Division I State Soccer
Championship. The impressive performance
by the Lions in the championship capped off
a tremendous 17–2–3 campaign for Coach
Goncalves and his team and earned them a
spot in the top 25 of the Umbro Boys High
School Soccer Poll. Over the years Ludlow
High School has enjoyed a rich tradition of
soccer excellence and this team will certainly
be remembered as one of the best in Ludlow
High School history.

I would also like to recognize Coach
Goncalves’ assistants, Jack Vilaca, Greg
Kolodziey, and Jon Cavallo, as well as team
managers Brian Gosciminski and Tony
Sanches for their outstanding efforts through-
out this championship season. It is the unsung
efforts of people like these that often make

championships possible, and Ludlow was
quite fortunate to be assisted by such able in-
dividuals.

Finally, I would like to recognize the players
who delivered this spectacular victory: Sen-
iors, Bob Nascimento, Eddie Pires, Rich Huff,
John Summerlin, Aaron Majka, Carlos Gomes,
Adriano Dos Santos, Wesley Manuel, Chris
Goncalves, Mark Eusebio, Jeff Leandro,
James Ziemba; Juniors: Rob Gomes, Matthew
Goncalves, Adriano Genovevo, Danny Elias,
Jason Alves, Ryan Lemek; Sophomores: Alex
Carvalho, Dave Garcia, Jon Haluch, and Jus-
tin Larame.

The achievements of these young men are
a tremendous source of pride for not only the
town of Ludlow but for the entire Second Con-
gressional District. I am honored to represent
such outstanding individuals and I join with the
citizens of the Second Congressional District
in offering most heartfelt congratulations. I
would also like to wish the returning players
the best of luck as they embark on their title
defense next season.
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Mrs. ROUKEMA. Mr. Speaker, today I am
introducing the ERISA Clarification Act of
1996.

For almost 20 years, the insurance industry
has relied on a Department of Labor interpre-
tive bulletin stating that assets contained in an
insurance company general account were not
plan assets under ERISA.

However, in 1993 the Supreme Court ruled
in John Hancock versus Harris Trust that such
pension assets were covered by ERISA. Be-
cause the court recognized that this interpreta-
tion could seriously disrupt pension manage-
ment, it recommended that potential problems
be addressed either administratively or legisla-
tively.

Although the Department of Labor is cur-
rently working to develop new rules governing
prospective insurance company activities,
without legislative changes, insurance compa-
nies might go unprotected from retroactive li-
ability further threatening the security of pen-
sion assets.

Because of the manner in which insurance
companies have managed their pension as-
sets over the past 20 years, this legislation will
remove the threat of retroactive liability. In
doing so, pension plan participants and bene-
ficiaries will be protected without affecting any
ongoing civil action.

Since the Department of Labor issued its in-
terpretive bulletin in 1975, there is little evi-
dence that plan participants have suffered as
a result of this longstanding practice of the in-
surance industry. In fact, prior to the Harris
Trust decision, the Department of Labor had
not initiated any enforcement proceedings
based on alleged mismanagement.

If we do not address this issue, we will seri-
ously risk the safety and security of pension
assets while unfairly exposing the insurance
industry to retroactive liability costs based on
actions which, at the time, were in accordance
with the Department of Labor’s rules and regu-
lations.

Therefore, I would ask my colleagues to join
me in this effort by becoming cosponsors of
this necessary legislation.
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Mr. DAVIS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
commemorate the 163d anniversary of the
Treaty of Amity and Commerce between the
United States and the kingdom of Thailand.
This treaty was the first of its kind between the
United States and an Asian nation.

The United States has had a close relation-
ship with Thailand dating back before 1833
when this treaty was signed. Scores of teach-
ers, Christian missionaries, and medical per-
sonnel were instrumental in the 19th century
in building schools, churches, and leprosy clin-
ics and hospitals throughout the kingdom,
often working closely with the Chakri Dynasty
of kings, including the current monarch, King
Bhumibhol Adulyadej, who was born in Boston
while his father attended Harvard Medical
School. Americans helped bring Thailand its
first X-ray machine and printing press.

While there have been successors to the
1833 Treaty of Amity and Commerce which
have been accorded status as the ruling docu-
ments of diplomacy between our two nations,
I would like to emphasize that this particular
treaty was the foundation for 163 years of
close personal and political friendships. The
United States and Thailand have reaffirmed
their commitment to conduct bilateral relations
in a manner consistent with the spirit of this
treaty.

Thailand’s culture and Government go back
thousands of years, and it is the only nation in
Southeast Asia that was never colonized. For
this reason, our long friendship holds a special
significance in the region. I believe that as we
approach the 21st century it is important to
recognize our old, close friend throughout the
world.

Mr. Speaker, I am sure that my colleagues
are aware of the differences of opinion we
have with Thailand over a number of trade-re-
lated issues. However, I hope that we remem-
ber that Thailand is a long-time friend to the
United States and prompt us to work together
to solve these problems in a manner befitting
our long cordial friendship.
f
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Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
to revise and extend my remarks to mark the
memory of Elizabeth Boggs who died on Jan-
uary 27, 1996. I am privileged to join many
other Americans in paying tribute to Dr. Eliza-
beth Boggs.

We met when I first entered the New Jersey
State Legislature in the early 1980’s. She was
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