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and Technology, the Office of the Civil Engi-
neer of the U.S. Air Force and the National
Academy of Engineering are also supporting
this year’s celebration.

Mr. Speaker, the President in his message
on National Engineering Week ‘‘thank[ed] our
engineers for their remarkable achievements.’’
I join him in those sentiments and am pleased
to honor with him the 1.8 million Americans
who proudly call themselves engineers.
f
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Mr. LIPINSKI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
pay tribute to 27 outstanding students at
Lyons Township High School in my district
who were recently named All-State Musicians.

These talented young people were selected
by Illinois music educators during auditions to
perform with either the jazz band, jazz choir,
band, or chorus, during the all-State con-
ference, held February 1–3, 1996. While many
schools will send three or four musicians to
this conference, Lyons Township High School
will be represented by many times that num-
ber.

The musicians include: Lettie Bowers, T.J.
Ow, Karen Riccio, Christina Castelli, Jennifer
Hsieh, Stephanie Majewski, Christopher May,
John Alletto, Molly Comiskey, Kathleen Eich,
Ann Fitzgerald, Jim King, Matt Kiverts, Betsy
Klaric, Leah Kwilosz, Matt Lauterbach, Dan
McKeever, Eric Meyer, Eric Nylen, Tommy
Parker, Mike Penney, Amy Ruzic, Justin Sisul,
Andrew Stott, Brian Webb, Shane Weber, and
Beth Wilkinson.

Mr. Speaker, I congratulate these fine young
musicians and their teachers on this fine
honor.
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Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I
would like to join the American Jewish Com-
mittee in honoring Willie Gary of Stuart, FL.

Willie Gary is an outstanding American
whose story must be told. His parents were
sharecroppers and migrant farm workers who
raised 11 children. When Willie was 13 his fa-
ther Turner settled his family in Indiantown,
FL, where he started a produce business from
the back of a truck he had bought with the
help of his son, Willie, who had earned the
money mowing lawns.

Willie, a high school football star who was
determined to go to college, secured an ath-
letic scholarship to Shaw University in Raleigh,
NC. While at Shaw he married Gloria Royal.
By the time he graduated in 1971 Willie had
one son and an successful lawn care busi-
ness.

But Willie wanted more. In 1974 he grad-
uated from North Carolina Central University

with a law degree and a second son. After his
graduation from law school the Gary family re-
turned to Florida. Willie was admitted to the
Florida bar and their third and fourth sons
were born.

In 1975 Willie opened the first black law firm
in Martin County. In 1976 he opened a second
office in Ft. Pierce. Today, the law firm of
Gary, Williams, Parenti, Finney, Lewis &
McManus is a large, sophisticated law firm
with a national reputation.

Willie Gary and his wife Gloria have given
new meaning to the word philanthropy. God
blessed Willie Gary with a magnificent legal
talent which Willie has used to amass a meas-
ure of wealth. But what is really important
about Willie Gary is that he has been abun-
dantly generous with both his time and his
money to his family, church, community, edu-
cational institutions, his alma mater, civic orga-
nizations, professional groups, friends, and in-
dividuals too numerous to mention.

Willie Gary deserves the American Jewish
Committee’s Learned Hand Award because he
is a mensch. He is a brilliant man who has
dedicated his life to his family and ensuring
that all members of his community have out-
standing legal representation.

Judge Edward Rodgers and I were given
the privilege of being honorary cochairs of the
event honoring Willie. We are both so very
pleased to be associated with the American
Jewish Committee in honoring this great
American.
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Ms. FURSE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
pay tribute to Portland State University in rec-
ognition of its 50th anniversary. This remark-
able urban institution, located in my district,
has made important contributions, not only in
the Portland metropolitan region, but also on
State and national levels.

Portland State University is Oregon’s only
urban university and its mission is unique
among all the other higher education institu-
tions in the State. As an urban university,
Portland State seeks to enhance the intellec-
tual, social, cultural, and economic qualities of
urban life. It also works to promote the devel-
opment of community-based networks and col-
laborations to address community priorities
through academic and research programs.
PSU is a national model for service learning
as its faculty are integrally involved in commu-
nity issues and concerns and work to include
such issues in both research and teaching.

Portland State is important to my constitu-
ents. Many residents of Washington and Mult-
nomah Counties choose to attend PSU be-
cause of its strong academic reputation.
These students select Portland State because
they can live at home, they can work, raise a
family, and go to school at the same time. For
many reasons, Portland State is making a dif-
ference in the lives of its students.

Since its inception in 1946, PSU has worked
to develop a positive national reputation.
Today, the university is playing a significant

role in shaping national policy on urban is-
sues. The university is gaining national rec-
ognition for its innovative approach to the un-
dergraduate general education experience.
PSU’s faculty include nationally recognized
scholars and its students win regional and na-
tional competitions. And, its men’s and wom-
en’s athletic teams often finish at the top of
their divisions.

Mr. Speaker, I have been involved with
Portland State University for many years. I
have attended classes at the university. Stu-
dents from the institution have been interns
and employees in my office. I have also
worked with the faculty and administration on
many partnership programs that are important
to my constituents and the residents of Or-
egon.

One that I am especially proud of is the
work Portland State University is doing with
Clatsop Community College and the Oregon
Graduate Institute in Astoria, OR. Led by the
community college, these three institutions are
working with the community to develop the
Marine Environmental Reseach and Training
Station, [MERTS]. MERTS will be unique in
the Nation. It will combine the assets of two
major research institutions with a community
college to deliver a continuum of job training
and education programs focused on environ-
mental technology. This is just one example of
the ways in which Portland State University
fulfills its mission.

I am also very pleased that Portland State
University has embraced the principles of ad-
ministrative reform and efficiency. One of this
administration’s priorities is to ‘‘reinvent gov-
ernment’’ and change the way we do busi-
ness. Well, Mr. Speaker, Portland State Uni-
versity is a national success story. Under the
leadership of President Judith Ramaley, the
University has undertaken a major reorganiza-
tion of its management operation. As a result,
Portland State University has continued to
maintain high quality academic programs at a
time of diminishing state resources. The Uni-
versity was recognized for its efforts by KPMG
Peat Marwick as a ‘‘national model’’ for effi-
cient management.

On the august occasion of its golden anni-
versary, I would like to recognize the contribu-
tions Portland State University’s faculty staff,
and students have made in improving Oregon
and the Nation. As the University works to-
wards its 100th anniversary we can expect the
same commitment to community and innova-
tive excellence that has characterized its work
since 1946.
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Mr. WYNN. Mr. Speaker, I would like to
commend a wonderful project going on in my
district that is helping children with disabilities.
The Easter Seal Society and a group of Mont-
gomery County churches have created a Faith
in Action project that will help youngsters living
with disabilities, along with their families.
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What is Faith in Action? It is a program

funded by the Robert Wood Johnson Founda-
tion that helps religious congregations and so-
cial service agencies create community volun-
teer service projects aimed at families, elderly
persons, and children. The Easter Seal Soci-
ety for Disabled Children and Adults will work
with seven churches, a school, the Montgom-
ery County Department of Disability Services,
and Catholic Charities on this effort.

The Robert Wood Johnson Foundation has
awarded hundreds of Faith in Action grants to
organizations all over the country. Volunteers
target families and offer to help in any way
they can. In Montgomery County, this can be
offering to take a child to the park, drive a
youngster in a wheelchair to the doctor, or
care for youngsters while parents take a much
needed break. In the Washington, DC, region,
over 30,000 children under 5 years of age are
at risk for developing a disability. That’s over
a 1,000 classrooms of kindergartners. Also,
because of advanced technology, infants born
prematurely and with birth defects have a
much better chance of survival today than in
years past. Often, however, they will need
long-term care.

Volunteers from Takoma Park Presbyterian
Church and St. Matthew’s United Presbyterian
Church are good listeners, they have com-
fortable laps, and are wonderful huggers. They

love to read and tell stories and to sing. They
can help feed a child or practice speech ther-
apy exercises, take siblings to the playground,
accompany fearful parents to their child’s
medical appointments, and help advocate for
the child. One of the most valuable things a
volunteer gives a family is the gift of time and
respite for harried parents.

When children are diagnosed with a disabil-
ity, parents often struggle by themselves. Par-
ents need the right support to insure that their
child is receiving the proper medical care,
therapy and education. Too many families
don’t know where to turn. Now, Easter Seals
and a group of churches in my district want to
help. I congratulate them and wish them good
luck.
f
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Mr. LIPINSKI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
pay tribute to an organization that is indispen-

sable to the health and quality of life to the
people of not only my district and most of the
Chicago area, but anybody who uses Illinois
waterways as well, the Water Reclamation
District of Greater Chicago.

One of the district’s main plants, the
Stickney sewage treatment facility, was re-
cently recognized with a gold medal for excel-
lence from the Association of Municipal Sew-
age Agencies for its complete and consistent
compliance with National Pollutant Discharge
Elimination System permits. The facility takes
in more than three-quarters of a billion gallons
of waste water, every day, and successfully
removes pollutants and other solids before
discharging the water back into the State wa-
terway system.

Mr. Speaker, I want to congratulate the dis-
trict’s Board of Commissioners, led by Presi-
dent Thomas Fuller, as well as Stickney plant
manager Allan Crowther, Deputy Chief Engi-
neer Don Wunderlich, and all the district work-
ers who made this achievement possible.
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