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Council, and the California Peace Officers As-
sociation. In addition, he teaches at the Los
Angeles Sheriff’s Department North Academy
at College of the Canyons.

But Chief Rivetti’s involvement with San
Fernando does not end with the workday. He
is also a member of the San Fernando
Kiwanis Club, the San Fernando Rotary Club,
and the Northeast Valley Jeopardy Board of
Directors. He is clearly someone who cares
deeply for his community.

I ask my colleagues to join me today in sa-
luting San Fernando Police Chief Dominick
Rivetti, a compassionate man who is devoted
to his family and his work. His selflessness
and dedication are an inspiration to us all.
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AND A ONE, AND A TWO
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Mr. BARCIA. Mr. Speaker, one of the great-
est gifts that has been given to us is music.
Music makes us laugh and brings us joy. That
is why today I rise to pay tribute to a man who
has brought much joy and laughter to all who
know him, Mr. Jim Lepeak. On Sunday, Octo-
ber 6, Jim Lepeak will be inducted into the
Michigan Polka Music Hall of Fame. A ban-
quet and presentation will be held at the West-
ern Fraternal Life Association Hall in Owosso,
MI.

Born in 1929, music was in Jim’s blood. His
first instrument was a cigarbox with rubber-
bands stretched across it. At 7, he purchased
a mail-order guitar that was too big for his fin-
gers. When his father gave him a small accor-
dion out of sympathy for his guitar plight, Jim
took to it like a duck to water. He gave his first
public performance after only three short les-
sons and quickly graduated to the 120 bass
accordion which, to this day, is his treasured
keepsake.

In the early 1940’s, Jim joined the Floyd
Talaga Polka Band and the Musician’s Union.
From that moment on, Jim knew that playing
polka music was the path for him. Throughout
his long career, Jim has been a member of
many bands including Floyd Grocholski’s Mu-
sical All Stars and Gary Taylor and the Happy
Knights. During his many public appearances,
Jim has played up and down the great State
of Michigan entertaining people from Cobo
Hall in Detroit to Sault Ste. Marie in the Upper
Peninsula. The number of bands Jim has
played in is exceeded only by the number of
musical instruments he has mastered. Jim ex-
cels at playing not only the accordion but the
bass guitar, mandola, Mandolin, piano, organ,
drums, and violin. He has used his musical
proficiency to record several CD’s featuring
polka music.

His career has had several interesting high-
lights, especially during his trips behind the
Iron Curtain. In the course of one of his tours,
his playing led to a snake dance through the
Kasprawy Hotel in Zakopane, Poland, that
lasted until 4 a.m. He has also entertained on
the front deck of a boat on the Danube River
in Budapest, Hungary, while the Captain
danced the polka in the wheelhouse.

These days Jim calls himself semiretired
while playing in a one-man band. He now de-
votes most of his weekdays playing at hos-

pitals, nursing homes, and senior sites. Jim
also spends time with his charming wife,
Illamae, and his four children, John, Joseph,
Cynthia, and Gregory.

Mr. Speaker, Jim Lepeak has dedicated his
life to bringing music and laughter to ours. He
is a talented musician and a selfless volun-
teer. I want you and our colleagues to roll out
a barrel of thunderous applause for Jim
Lepeak and his induction into the Michigan
Polka Music Hall of Fame.
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Mr. SENSENBRENNER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor the distinguished chairman
from Pennsylvania, the Honorable BOB WALK-
ER. For the past 20 years, BOB has been an
outstanding representative for the people of
Pennsylvania’s 16th District.

Since 1978, I’ve had the pleasure and fun of
serving and dealing with BOB. Let me say it
here first, there has never been nor will there
ever again be a Member quite like BOB.

I’ve gotten to know BOB pretty well from our
work on the Science Committee. BOB has
been and continues to be a devoted supporter
and ally of science. He has done a marvelous
job as chairman of the Science Committee, fo-
cusing the limited budget resources on sound
science and basic research. I sincerely hope
my friend will continue to provide his enthu-
siasm and counsel in helping develop science
policy for many years to come.

BOB’S impact has not been limited to
science policy. He successfully got his drug-
free workplace provision passed in the 100th
Congress. In addition, he has had legislative
success reforming product liability, antitrust,
and intellectual property laws.

BOB has been a master of parliamentary
procedure since he entered the House. His
mastery forced the Democratic leadership for
many years to plug parliamentary loopholes as
quickly as BOB could use them. Many battles
and victories were won because of BOB’S par-
liamentary skills.

On behalf of the citizens of Wisconsin’s
Ninth District, I thank the Honorable BOB
WALKER for his outstanding service to the
House of Representatives and the United
States.
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Mr. BENTSEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise to con-
gratulate the Deer Park Terrors, a team of
very talented young softball players in my dis-
trict who are the 1996 National Champions of
Pony Softball, Pinto Division.

The Terrors finished with an amazing sea-
son record of 42 wins and only 4 losses, be-

coming not only the national champs but
Texas ASA Pixie State Champions as well.
Their division included players aged 7 and 8
during the season in which they played.

I want to congratulate all the team members
for the hard work, dedication, and talent that
resulted in their success. Team members are:
Ashley Bryant, Jessica Barrera, Caitlin Sand-
ers, Brittainy Richardson, Melissa Williams,
Heather Barker, Jennifer Turner, Brooke
Boudreaux, Shara Hoffman, Madelyne McCol-
lum, Lauren Flynn, and Stephanie Bradley.

I also want to congratulate their manager,
David Hoffman; their coaches, Mike Williams,
Mark Barker, Orlando Turner, and Scott Brad-
ley; and their team mom, Colleen Sanders.
They provided training, encouragement, and
support that were essential to the team’s suc-
cess.

To become national champions, the Deer
Park Terrors had to win seven consecutive
tournaments: Missouri City Shootout, Deer
Park, Pasadena Pixie Turn-Up Classic, Texas
ASA Pixie State Tournament, La Porte
‘‘Storm’’ Classic, Pony Regionals, and Pony
National Pinto Division Championship.

This string of success wouldn’t be possible
without both tremendous individual talent and
an incredible team effort. Congratulations to
the Deer Park Terrors and best wishes for the
continued success that I have no doubt the fu-
ture will bring.
f
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Mrs. JOHNSON of Connecticut. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise to call attention to the distinguished
career of Dr. Katherine C. Ill, president of The
Hospital for Special Care, a rehabilitation and
long-term care facility in my hometown of New
Britain, CT. Doctor Ill’s career has truly been
a personification of public service. For over 30
years, she has served The Hospital for Spe-
cial Care and its community as a strong advo-
cate at both the national and local levels, and
has developed programs and policies that
benefit persons with physical disabilities. It is
because of her tireless dedication and unwav-
ering support for improving the quality of life
for these special populations that Doctor Ill is
to receive the American Rehabilitation Asso-
ciation’s prestigious Milton Cohen Distin-
guished Career Award this year.

Doctor Ill has been a visionary leader of The
Hospital for Special Care since joining the
staff in 1964. Her leadership qualities, continu-
ous pursuit of excellence, and unshakable in-
tegrity were evident from the start, and she
was named medical director of the hospital in
1966, and president and chief executive officer
in 1986. She has been the architect for
change throughout her career with the hospital
and has led its transformation from a long-
term chronic disease facility to an innovative,
state-of-the-art center for rehabilitation, res-
piratory, and medically complex pediatric care.

Doctor Ill is well respected by her peers and
is deeply appreciated by the men and women
who are cared for at The Hospital for Special
Care. She is also involved in various commu-
nity and medical associations, with the same
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commitment and dedication to service. In
1990, the Hartford County Medical Association
not only celebrated its 200th anniversary, it
elected its first female president, Katherine Ill.
She was elected president because she em-
bodies the mission of the association: ‘‘to pro-
mote and represent high quality of care; to en-
dorse and support the highest standards of
professional integrity; to work with the commu-
nity and its representatives for the improve-
ment of health for all people.’’ These are the
same qualities for which she has been se-
lected to receive the Milton Cohen Distin-
guished Service Award, and why I ask my col-
leagues to recognize this remarkable woman,
whom I am proud to call a friend.
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Mr. WILLIAMS. Mr. Speaker, today I am in-
troducing a bill to ensure a safe and reliable
water supply system for the residents of the
Fort Peck Reservation in Montana.

This legislation would authorize a reserva-
tion-wide municipal, rural, and industrial water
system for the Fort Peck people living on that
Reservation. This bill also provides final quan-
tification of the water rights of the Assiniboine
and Sioux Tribes in northeastern Montana. It
also protects the rights of non-Indian water
users existing since 1985, establishes a joint
tribal State board to resolve disputes and al-
lows for water marketing outside of the res-
ervation to Montana communities.

The future needs of the reservation are ex-
panding. The solution to this is a reservation-
wide pipeline that will deliver a safe and reli-
able water supply system to the residents. A
similar system for water distribution is cur-
rently in use on a reservation in South Dakota.

Mr. Speaker this legislation is an important
step in the tribes’ effort to secure and build a
water system and realize the benefit of the
compact the tribe negotiated in good faith with
the State of Montana and the United States.
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Mr. LIPINSKI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
pay tribute to a longtime staff member in my
district office, Lucille Matyas. Lucille has been
an exceptional staff member in my office. She
recently retired after 11 years of exceptional
service to the residents of the Third District of
Illinois.

Family has always been of the utmost im-
portance to Lucille. Lucille is the wife of the
late Richard A. Matyas, Sr. Lucille and her
husband had three children, George A.
Matyas, Richard A. Matyas, and Victoria A.
Smith. She has two grandchildren, Richard
and Reanna Matyas. While raising her three
children, Lucille was involved in local activities
and charities. In the past she has devoted her
time to such groups as Clear Ridge Baseball,

St. Rene Mother’s Club, Girl Scouts, De La
Salle High School Parent’s Club, and the
Maria High School Mother’s Club. Lucille’s
dedication to these and other groups led to
her involvement with politics on a local level.
Lucille was a member of the 23d Ward Demo-
cratic Women’s Organization as well as the
Chicago Democratic Women’s Organization.
The VFW Women’s Auxiliary and St. Rene’s
Alter and Rosary Society have also received
the benefit of support and volunteer time from
Lucille.

Like a true Chicagoan, Lucille enjoys watch-
ing all Chicago sports teams and counts her-
self as one of the biggest Bulls fans in Chi-
cago. Lucille enjoy’s spending time with her
family and friends. In her spare time Lucille
plays bingo, is an avid reader of books, col-
lects dolls with her daughter, and devotes
quality time with her two grandchildren. Clear-
ly, Lucille lives a life rich in experience and
goodwill.

Lucille has a great many plans for after her
retirement, these include enjoying life, spend-
ing time with her grandchildren and visiting
with friends and family. Additionally, Lucille
plans on traveling and sightseeing around the
United States. Finally Lucille will volunteer her
spare time at local charities.

Mr. Speaker, I thank Lucille Matyas for her
many years of dedicated service to the citi-
zens of the Third District and to her family.
With the combination of dedication to her com-
munity and family, Lucille is an inspiration and
example to all. I will surely miss seeing her in
my district office in Illinois. Lucille has truly
been a joy to work with and her hard work and
positive attitude have served my district well.
I wish Lucille good luck in all of life’s adven-
tures.
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Mr. SHAYS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
submit to you an editorial from the New Ca-
naan Advertiser regarding the United States’
debt to the United Nations and one Connecti-
cut community’s attempt to repay it.

INTERNATIONAL WELSHERS

Detractors of the United Nations probably
applaud the failure of the United States to
get current on its dues for membership in
that global association.

But if isolationism and a disdain for for-
eign influences on our sovereignty are to be
perceived as some sort of super-patriotism,
then it would seem incumbent on American
flag-wavers also to rid us of our unenviable
reputation as international welshers.

Like it or not, it is true the United States
had agreed to a treaty that stipulated the
level of dues we’d have to pay as a member
of this ‘‘family of nations.’’ Alas, we are
more than a billion dollars in arrears and
Congress seems loathe to make up the short-
fall.

Of course, it is inherently true that despite
the delinquency, the United States contrib-
utes more to support the UN than any other
country in the world. That does not, how-
ever, alter the fact that we also owe more in
unpaid dues than any other country. Ameri-
cans, even those who don’t subscribe to par-
ticipation in the UN, ought to be embar-

rassed by the ‘‘deadbeat’’ status of their
country.

Unlikely as it may seem for a small Con-
necticut community to assume a role in an
international drama, a group in New Canaan
has undertaken a unique attempt to ease
that national embarrassment. Taking its cue
from John Whitehead, a former member of
the Reagan cabinet, the citizen initiative
here is expressing indignation over the fact
that this nation is shirking an obligation
that it knowingly incurred by treaty. That,
not necessarily the worthiness of the United
Nations, is the heart and soul of the sym-
bolic protest here.

Mr. Whitehead had calculated that if each
American sent in a check for $4.40, the Unit-
ed States’ debt to the UN would be paid off.
So more than 220 people in New Canaan have
done that and are urging others to join them.

Of course, it won’t really happen. Even in
New Canaan, where the issue is viewed so
passionately by so many, less than $1000 has
been sent in. That’s a far cry from a billion
dollars, even if the effort is copied in other
communities across the nation, but the mes-
sage it sends is far more powerful than the
cash value.

It says pointedly that we are ashamed that
our country has failed to meet responsibil-
ities it agreed to assume. It emphasizes that
we want to project a more positive inter-
national image and that our status as
welshers impairs our standing among na-
tions. It tells Congress that we ought to pay
what we owe and then, if it’s really all that
painful and we don’t want to get caught in
that kind of bind again, maybe we ought to
see about renegotiating that treaty.

Citizens joining the symbolic protest here
are sending their ‘‘dues money’’ to Pay Our
UN Debt, P.O. Box 1002, New Canaan 86840.
Each $4.40 check turns up the volume on that
message. Maybe Congress will finally hear it.
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Mr. MOAKLEY. Mr. Speaker, I am introduc-

ing the Community On-Line Act, legislation
which would provide schools, libraries, and
community centers across the country with the
capability to use new technology to its fullest
potential.

Today, we have the amazing ability to ac-
cess vital information and important news sto-
ries from the computer. Teachers can show
their students maps and information about for-
eign countries, encyclopedias, biographical in-
formation about famous people, and thou-
sands and thousands of other important re-
sources. The opportunities for learning are
endless.

However, many schools throughout the
country cannot access the Internet, have ob-
solete computers, lack the necessary funding
to install new computers, or don’t have the re-
sources to train teachers. This is unacceptable
in this day and age. We can build bombs that
do back-flips but we can’t provide access to
the latest technology for most Americans.

It is vital that the Federal Government get
involved. Failure to upgrade technology and
train educators in our Nation’s schools will re-
sult in a poorly educated work force because
students will not have the skills to become
computer literate. A skilled work force is abso-
lutely essential to maintain our country’s com-
petitiveness.


		Superintendent of Documents
	2022-10-22T10:42:25-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




