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neurobiological disorders, and ensuring that all
mothers and babies are adequately cared for.
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A SALUTE TO PFC JAMES W.
REESE OF CHESTER

HON. THOMAS M. FOGLIETTA
OF PENNSYLVANIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 18, 1996

Mr. FOGLIETTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to pay special tribute to PFC James W. Reese
on the occasion of the rededication of the
James W. Reese Army Reserve Center.

PFC James W. Reese, a native son of
Chester, PA, and Delaware County Congres-
sional Medal of Honor winner, was born April
16, 1920. Bill, as he was affectionately re-
ferred to by his friends, attended public school
in Chester, graduating from Chester High
School in 1938. Entering the service in No-
vember 1941, Bill was assigned to the 26th In-
fantry, First Infantry Division stationed in Flor-
ida. Bill was with the division when they land-
ed in North Africa and crossed the Mediterra-
nean to assault the shores of Sicily at mid-
night on July 9, 1943. It was there that Bill
won his country’s highest decoration, the Con-
gressional Medal of Honor, as he lost his life
fighting bravely against heavy enemy odds.
His citation reads:

For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity
at the risk of life, above and beyond the call
of duty in action involving actual conflict
with the enemy on August 5, 1943 at Mt.
Vassillio, Sicily. When the enemy launched a
counterattack which threatened the position
of his company, Private Reese, as Acting
Squad Leader of a 60MM mortar squad, dis-
played superior leadership and on his own
initiative, maneuvered his squad forward to
a favorable position, from which, by skill-
fully directing the fire of his weapon, he
caused many casualties in the enemy ranks
and aided materially in repulsing the coun-
terattack. When the enemy fire became so
severe as to make his position untenable, he
ordered the other members of his squad to
withdraw to a safer position, but declined to
seek safety for himself. So as to bring more
effective fire upon the enemy, Private Reese,
without assistance, moved his mortar to a
new position and attacked an enemy ma-
chine gun nest. He had only three rounds of
ammunition but secured a direct hit with his
last round, completely destroying the nest
and killing the occupants. Ammunition
being exhausted, he abandoned the mortar,
seized a rifle and continued to advance, mov-
ing into an exposed position overlooking the
enemy. Despite a heavy concentration of ma-
chine gun, mortar, and artillery fire, the
heaviest experienced by his unit throughout
the entire Sicilian campaign, he remained at
his position and continued to inflict casual-
ties upon the enemy until he, himself was
killed. His bravery coupled with his gallant
and unswerving determination to close in on
the enemy, regardless of the consequences
and obstacles which he faced, are a priceless
inspiration to our armed forces.

In light of these brave and unselfish acts in
the face of enemy fire, I am honored to join
the U.S. Army in rededicating this reserve
center to Bill Reese who represents all of the
many heroic service personnel both past and
present who have made the ultimate sacrifice
so that you and I may live as free Americans.
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Wednesday, September 18, 1996

Mr. CLAY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to pay
tribute to my good friend, constituent, and a
wonderful American, Dr. Donald Suggs.

Dr. Suggs is a man of many gifts and tal-
ents, and shares each selflessly with his com-
munity and friends. As president and publisher
of the No. 1 African-American weekly news-
paper in America, the St. Louis American,
Donald keeps the metropolitan St. Louis com-
munity apprised of prevalent issues on the
Federal, State, and local levels. Each week
more than 65,000 readers in the area pick up
a copy of the free publication to read about
politics, business, the arts, and other subjects
of interest to the broader African-American
community.

Each year the St. Louis American spotlights
the community’s unsung heroes at the ‘‘St.
Louis American Salute to Excellence in the
Community’’. Proceeds from the banquet held
in honor of the recipients are used to fund
scholarships for promising young men and
women in the community.

In addition to running the newspaper com-
pany, Dr. Suggs provides medical service to
indigent residents in his successful oral sur-
gery practice. He is also president of Alexan-
der-Suggs Gallery of African American Art, a
founding board member of the Center for Afri-
can Art in New York, and serves on the board
of directors of the Regional Commerce and
Growth Association.

It gives me great pleasure to share with our
colleagues an inspirational account of the life
of Dr. Donald Suggs as recorded in the Sep-
tember 1996 edition of St. Louis Commerce.

[From the St. Louis Commerce/September
1996]

THE AMERICAN WAY

In addition to being a practicing oral sur-
geon, an activist during the civil rights
movement, an art dealer and collector, a
managing principal in a pre-paid dental plan
and a partner in an airport retail concession
business. Donald M. Suggs somehow has
found the time and energy to steer one of the
most acclaimed African-American news-
papers in the country into 40 to 45 percent of
all African-American households in the St.
Louis metro area.

Suggs and two partners bought the St.
Louis American in 1980. A few years later,
Suggs brought a majority share and took an
active role in the paper’s operation in 1984.

‘‘The decision to be involved in The St.
Louis American was not a well-thought-out
business decision.’’ remembers Suggs, who is
president and publisher. ‘‘The paper was bur-
dened with debt in a segment of publishing
that didn’t have any discernible prospects
for growth.’’

As publisher, Suggs has been able to raise
capital through his personal resources and
company earnings, reduce the paper’s debt
load, increase circulation and bolster the
staff in key positions.

‘‘Revenues have multiplied by five in the
last nine years and our revenue from the
first two quarters of this year is up 23 per-
cent over last year,’’ remarks Suggs. The
newspaper is distributed free from more than
650 distribution points throughout the St.
Louis area.

Ten years ago, the circulation for the
American averaged from 4,000 to 6,000 copies

per week. Today, the audited circulation is
65,500, making the 68-year-old paper the
area’s largest black weekly, the largest
black newspaper in Missouri and one of the
largest in the country. In relation to the size
of St. Louis’ African-American population,
the paper’s percentage of household penetra-
tion ranks at or near the top in the nation.

In addition to increased revenues and cir-
culation, The St. Louis American has im-
proved dramatically the quality of the news
content. Earlier this summer, the American
was named the best African-American news-
paper in the nation by the National News-
paper Publishers Association (NNPA) in
competition with 220 other papers.

The John B. Russwurm Award is named
after the co-publisher of the first African-
American newspaper in America. On March
16, 1827, Russwurm and Samuel E. Cornish
began publishing Freedom’s Journal, whose
goal was to ‘‘arrest the progress of prejudice
and to shield ourselves against its con-
sequent evils.’’

This year was the first time any newspaper
in Missouri had received the Russwurm
award. In the finals, the American topped
the Baltimore Afro-American and the Los
Angeles Sentinel.

Suggs says. ‘‘(The Russwrum) is a premier
award and it has been a great boost for mo-
rale of the staff.’’ Besides winning NNPA
awards for general excellence and best paper,
the American also won awards for writing,
layout and design, special sections and ad-
vertising.

Another indication of the improved quality
of the American has been the regularity with
which it has either won or placed high in re-
cent Missouri Press Association competi-
tions which include all papers in Missouri.
The American has 18 full-time employees.

Suggs’ earlier interests didn’t point to his
becoming a newspaper publisher.

Born and raised in East Chicago, Ind., in a
solid, 2-parent household, Suggs went to In-
diana University where he received a bach-
elor’s degree and a doctorate in dental sur-
gery. He did his post-graduate work at Wash-
ington University and Homer G. Phillips
Hospital. He was chief of oral surgery at
Dover Air Force Base in Delaware before
coming back to St. Louis.

‘‘In 1961, I was completing my tour with
the Air Force. I was offered a job at Wash-
ington University’s dental school. When I ar-
rived, the offer was rescinded because I was
black,’’ notes Suggs. He later was asked to
join the faculty at Saint Louis University’s
dental school where he served as the school’s
first African-American associate clinical
professor. During this period, Suggs also
worked in anesthesia at various hospitals in
St. Louis to supplement his income.

During his tenure as a part-time faculty
member, Suggs became active in the civil
rights movement during the 1960s and 1970s.
In 1968, he served as St. Louis chairman of
the Poor People’s March in Washington.

‘‘After my third child was born, I knew I
had to have more money than the amount I
was earning teaching and giving anesthesia,
so I started my oral surgery practice on
North Kingshighway. I’m still practicing
part-time,’’ says Suggs.

After his private practice became success-
ful, Suggs was able to pursue his growing in-
terest in serious art. ‘‘I slowly started ac-
quiring pieces. Some time later, I had the op-
portunity to get into the business side of
art,’’ says Suggs.

As long-time president of the Alexander-
Suggs Gallery of African Art based in St.
Louis and New York City, he broadened his
contacts in the art world. Later, as founder
and chairman of the African Continuum, he
helped bring non-commercial artistic en-
deavors to St. Louis. He also was a founding
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board member of the Center for African Art
in New York City, now known as the Mu-
seum of African Art.

His involvement in the art world and the
civil rights movement were an impetus for
Suggs to buy The St. Louis American. ‘‘I got
involved in the paper because of my interest
in social change and my desire to have some
influence on major public policy issues,’’
Suggs says.

Now, Suggs feels he can help have a posi-
tive impact on the African-American com-
munity through involvement in major eco-
nomic and infrastructure issues that affect
the entire region. ‘‘It is much easier to make
positive changes for African Americans in an
economy that is growing. For instance, in-
terest rates, trade policy and their effect on
the economy have as much or more influence
on the African-American community’s well-
being as do major social policies,’’ says
Suggs.

‘‘That is why we are so interested in the
RCGA’s creation of the Greater St. Louis
Economic Development Council and its com-
mitment to create 100,000 new jobs. Trans-
portation issues like airport expansion and
MetroLink expansion are of great interest
because of their potential economic benefits
for the entire community.’’ Suggs currently
serves on RCGA’s board of directors.

Suggs also is concerned with St. Louis’
failure to give greater priority to the re-
cruitment and nurturing of top-level, profes-
sional African Americans. The St. Louis re-
gion needs to be more proactive in encourag-
ing and supporting minority business, he
says.

‘‘St. Louis has done, with a few notable ex-
pectations, a poor job of attracting well-pre-
pared people—particularly entrepreneurs—
who are now going to Atlanta, New York,
Chicago, Houston or Los Angeles for oppor-
tunities. Although there has been some im-
provement in recent years, we still don’t
have our share of highly-motivated, talented
African Americans and that is a big con-
cern,’’ he says. Minority entrepreneurship
and business development are underutilized
resources for this region.

What does the future hold for the Amer-
ican?

‘‘Our strategic plan includes providing
more comprehensive coverage of the black
business community. A stronger black busi-
ness community is a boon to St. Louis’ econ-
omy. We also have expanded our working
women’s sections and we are developing a
new minority health section in collaboration
with some local African-American physi-
cians that focuses on health education, be-
havior modification and health careers.’’
says Suggs.
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ARE OUR CHILDREN BETTER OFF
TODAY THAN THEY WERE FOUR
YEARS AGO?

HON. GERALD B.H. SOLOMON
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 18, 1996

Mr. SOLOMON. Mr. Speaker, the American
people understand the connection between
the drug crisis and our Nation’s most critical
domestic problems. Drug use permeates and
exacerbates virtually every social, health and
economic problem facing this country.

Education is one area where we can see
the devastation caused by increasing drug
use. Drug use is the major contributor to poor
academic performance and accounts for our
Nation’s staggering dropout rate of 25 percent.

For this President to call himself the edu-
cation president, when we have witnessed an
across the board increase in drugs by school
children under his watch, is at best disingen-
uous. Drug use erodes self-discipline, motiva-
tion and concentration, making it difficult for
teachers to teach and for students to learn.
Since Bill Clinton’s election, marijuana use
among young people has doubled.

Mr. Speaker, according to a report by the
Partnership for a Drug Free America, the na-
tional dropout rate hovers at 25 percent, and
the rate climbs to nearly 50 percent in New
York City, Chicago and Detroit. The report
states that the explanation for these shocking
statistics is poor academic performance—
caused or exacerbated by illegal drug use.
And yet we have a President who tells Ameri-
ca’s young people that if he had to do over
again be would inhale.

In research conducted among young male
adults, 60 percent of those who had used ille-
gal drugs by the age of 12 had also dropped
out of school—with devastating con-
sequences, for the users and for society. Drug
use by 12-year-olds has skyrocketed under
President Clinton’s term. Dropouts are twice
as likely as are high school graduates to live
in poverty. A strong correlation also exists be-
tween educational failure and crime. In New
York City, for example, a staggering 90 per-
cent of the inmates of the city’s prisons are
former dropouts.

Illegal drug use has escalated dramatically
during President Clinton’s term of office.
Today, one in three high school students are
using illegal drugs and one in four are drop-
ping out of school. The total lack of Presi-
dential leadership concerning teen drug use
will have lasting and devastating con-
sequences on the educational process in the
United States.

President Clinton’s decision to place our
country’s drug problem on a back burner has
reduced our children’s chances of obtaining
the education they need. In the America I
know and love, people care more about their
children than about themselves. Isn’t it time for
us to ask if our children and grandchildren are
better off today than they were 4 years ago?
f

KILDEE HONORS MARCANTONIO
MOROLLA

HON. DALE E. KILDEE
OF MICHIGAN

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 18, 1996

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
honor the recipient of the 1996 Golden Door
Award, Marcantonio ‘‘Tony’’ Morolla. Mr.
Morolla will receive the award at the annual
dinner meeting of the International Institute of
Flint on Tuesday, October 8.

The International Institute of Flint presents
this award annually to a foreign-born citizen
who has substantially improved life in the Flint
community.

Tony was born in Triggiano, Bari in southern
Italy. He immigrated to the United States with
his parents, Girolamo and Antonia Morolla,
and his two sisters in 1955. The family strug-
gled during their early years in the United
States. The automotive industry was in a
downturn and layoffs at the automobile plants
were frequent. During these years Girolamo

often thought about leaving his job at the V–
8 engine plant and moving his family back to
Italy. The couple resolved to stay in the United
States. They instilled their determination to
thrive into their children.

Tony Morolla has lived his life as a testa-
ment to his parents’ spirit. He completed 2
years of service in the U.S. Army. After obtain-
ing his associate of arts degree he worked as
a caseworker in the 7th District Congressional
Office of then Congressman Donald Riegle.
He continued his studies at the University of
Michigan-Flint and received a bachelor of arts
degree in Urban Studies/Political Science in
1973. Tony worked during this time as the
consortium manager for the Flint Area Cham-
ber of Commerce. He continued his public
service career as the associate director of the
YMCA outreach project. In 1974 the city of
Flint employed him as a personnel technician.
Two years later he was promoted to his
present position as civil service director for the
city of Flint. Tony was awarded a master’s de-
gree in public administration in 1990.

His commitment to the city of Flint extends
beyond his professional career. The list of or-
ganizations he has volunteered for is long. It
includes the Urban League of Flint, Holy Re-
deemer Church, Donovan-Mayotte School,
Powers High School, St. Pius Church, Amer-
ican Society for Public Administration, YMCA,
and the Optimists Club.

Two organizations in particular have bene-
fitted from Tony’s expertise. He has served in
the capacity of president for both the Sons of
Italy and the International Institute of Flint. He
was instrumental in reactivating the State
Lodge for the Sons of Italy and has devoted
numerous hours in promoting the International
Institute of Flint’s mission for greater global
understanding.

Recognizing that education is a stepping
stone to a better life Tony shares his knowl-
edge with the next generation by teaching
courses at the University of Michigan-Flint and
the Detroit College of Business. With his wife
Hilary, he has three children, Marc, Heather,
and Ashley.

Mr. Speaker, I ask the Congress to rise with
me to honor this great American. My home-
town of Flint has benefitted from the contribu-
tions of Tony Morolla. We are a better com-
munity because of his indomitable spirit.
f

HONORING BRISTOL TENNESSEE
TREE CITY USA BOARD

HON. JAMES H. QUILLEN
OF TENNESSEE

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 18, 1996

Mr. QUILLEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
recognize the Bristol Tennessee Tree City
USA [TCUSA] Board for their outstanding ef-
forts in planting over 1 million trees in the city
of Bristol which is located in the First District
of Tennessee. The individual responsible for
the success of this project is Donald H. Ellis,
D.D.S.

Seven years ago, Dr. Ellis embarked on an
ambitious goal. With the help of thousands of
Tennessee volunteers, Dr. Ellis began working
to plant 1 million trees in Bristol before the
Tennessee bicentennial in 1996. At that rate,
22 trees would be planted for every citizen liv-
ing in Bristol.


		Superintendent of Documents
	2022-10-22T11:13:17-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




