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proposals affecting their daily lives, and trans-
late those concerns into effective solutions.
Robert Young is one of these valuable individ-
uals who has melded his public representation
skills with effective leadership of the Great
Lakes Sugar Beet Growers Association.

Robert Young has announced his retirement
as executive vice president of the association,
a position which he has held since 1983. Prior
to that time, Bob served in the Michigan State
Senate from 1974 to 1982, and the Michigan
State House from 1970 to 1974. Rarely has
there been an individual with whom I have
worked that has been the wonderful combina-
tion of informed, helpful, and pleasant, as has
been Bob Young.

Bob has worked most effectively for the
thousands of sugar beet growers across our
districts who know that our Federal sugar pro-
gram is vital to their future. He has taken his
concerns for Michigan’s growers before the
American Sugar Beet Growers Association.
And he has certainly met with many of our col-
leagues as he and a number of our growers
spent time earlier this year and last helping us
understand the importance of the Federal
sugar program.

His talents have been put to excellent use
on behalf of his community, his church, and
those matters in which he has a strong per-
sonal belief, including business development,
agriculture, and fiscal responsibility.

His wife, Shirley, his children Mary Jo, Bar-
bara, Gary, and their spouses Howard Ring,
Gary Konuszewski, and Amy, and his grand-
children Ashley and Courtney Ring, Garret,
Spencer, Mackenzie, and Hunter
Konuszewski, and the forthcoming new
Young, can all be proud to be members of a
family where devotion to principle and support
of what is needed are the hallmarks.

As Bob Young is honored on August 14 for
his years of service to the Great Lakes Sugar
Beet Growers Association, I urge you and all
of our colleagues, Mr. Speaker, to join us in
wishing the best to Bob Young, a man who
has set an example worthy of following.
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Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, Herbert

Warshavsky has been a leading member of
the real estate profession in New York City
and, for the past 20 years, has been executive
director of the Associated Builders and Own-
ers of Greater New York. His dynamism and
ability has caused the organization to grow
and prosper. Through his hard work and in-
dustry, the ABO trade show has become the
largest business event for the buildings indus-
try in the New York metropolitan area.

Mr. Warshavsky has also performed impor-
tant civic duties in his hometown of Lawrence,
NY, where he has served as an official with
the United Fund and as president of the Law-
rence Civic Association, as deputy mayor and,
currently, as chairman of the Village Planning
Board. In short, he has worked hard in his
profession and in his civic life to bring prosper-
ity to both. I wish all the best to Herb, his wife
Rosita, and their children, Bruce, Alan, and
Sharon.
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Mr. STOKES. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
salute the dedication and hard work of an ac-
tive and caring citizen of Ohio’s Eleventh Con-
gressional District, Mr. Howard Landau. Mr.
Landau is currently completing his third and
final year as board chairman of the northern
Ohio region of the Anti-Defamation League,
where he has done an outstanding job. Mr.
Landau’s tenure as the region’s ADL board
chairman has been signified by the elevated
level of activity within the agency and in ADL’s
role in the Greater Cleveland community. He
has fostered committees to address intergroup
relations, public relations, and civil rights.
Howard has also shown the importance of
leadership development by serving on ADL’s
Leadership Development Committee. He has
executed this leadership further by magnifying
the prominence of the northeast Ohio ADL at
the national level.

Previous to assuming the regional chair-
manship, Howard served as the first Chair of
the agency’s local ‘‘A World of Difference’’ di-
versity education program. This program has
now trained more than 2,000 educators and
community representatives, and thousands
more students. This was the product of Mr.
Landau’s leadership.

Mr. Speaker, Mr. Landau, who has spent
more than a quarter of a century as a public
relations specialist for interesting and influen-
tial clients, has given greatly of his time to
serve our community. Other organizations he
has served include the Great Lakes Science
Center in Cleveland, the boards of the Cleve-
land Restoration Society and Leadership
Cleveland, and he is a former president of the
Cleveland City Club. I ask my colleagues to
join me in saluting Mr. Howard Landau’s devo-
tion to public service and efforts to further un-
derstanding, diversity, and civil rights.
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Mr. WALKER. Mr. Speaker, I am introducing
legislation requested by the administration that
will amend the Energy Policy Act of 1992
[EPACT] by extending the Electric and Mag-
netic Fields Research and Public Information
Dissemination [RAPID] Program by 1 year.

The RAPID Program was established under
section 2118 of EPACT to expand and accel-
erate the research needed to address public
concerns that electric and magnetic fields
[EMF] might be a human health hazard. The
program, authorized for a total of $65 million,
was to run for 5 years and is scheduled to ex-
pire on December 31, 1997.

EPACT required the establishment of two
advisory committees and 50 percent cost-
sharing from non-Federal sources. The pro-
gram schedule slipped by 1 year due to
delays in establishing the advisory committees
and in receiving appropriated funds. The bill

would extend the RAPID Program until De-
cember 31, 1998, and all interim deadlines by
1 year, in order to complete the work man-
dated by EPACT. No additional funds beyond
the $65 million authorized in EPACT are re-
quired to complete the program.

Mr. Speaker, I urge extension of the RAPID
Program by 1 year; otherwise we will have
wasted 4 years of Federal and utility funding
and efforts to address the important public pol-
icy issue of the health effects of EMF.
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Mr. SOLOMON. Mr. Speaker, the rapid ad-

vancement of gene discovery and molecular
medicine are leading scientists and doctors to
a future where information about genetic dis-
eases will be readily available and easily as-
sessable. Unfortunately, as knowledge in this
area grows so does the potential for discrimi-
nation in health coverage for a number of
Americans.

That is why I am introducing a bill today
which will protect Americans from discrimina-
tion by health insurers based on their genetic
makeup.

My bill was crafted to prevent health insur-
ers from denying, limiting, refusing to renew,
or canceling insurance coverage on the basis
of genetic information or because the individ-
ual or family member has requested or re-
ceived genetic testing information.

In addition, this legislation would prohibit in-
surers from varying the premiums, terms or
conditions of coverage on the basis of genetic
information.

Mr. Speaker, currently there are insufficient
laws to protect not only the disclosure of ge-
netic information but also its use, and we are
beginning to hear frightening stories about dis-
crimination against people who are perceived
to be at risk in the future for certain diseases.

Certainly, it is a miracle of modern medicine
that doctors and scientists can now screen for
hundreds of genetic conditions including cystic
fibrosis, sickle cell anemia, and muscular dys-
trophy and can save lives through early detec-
tion. It is not a miracle, however, for those
who are subsequently denied coverage based
on the detection of one of these genes, espe-
cially because we know that carrying a certain
gene does not mean that a disease will ulti-
mately become manifest.

At this time, 13 States have already enacted
or are currently considering legislation to ad-
dress the problem of genetic discrimination.
However, Federal law is needed because em-
ployers that self-insure are exempt from State
mandates due to ERISA preemption—which
counts for 50 percent of all insured Americans.

Mr. Speaker, I would like to share a few sto-
ries with you which really illustrate the need
for legislation. A pregnant woman whose fetus
tested positive for cystic fibrosis was told that
her HMO would be willing to cover the cost of
abortion but would not cover the infant if she
elected to carry it to term. In another instance,
a healthy 5-month-old boy was denied health
insurance because he had a gene that pre-
disposed him to a heart attack, even though
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the child was taking medication that eliminated
the risk of cardiac problems.

Mr. Speaker, there are countless stories
surfacing with equally horrific consequences.
Yet, while genetic information may provide
clues to future health risks, it is not the only
factor in determining risk. No doubt there are
countless stories of people overcoming these
odds and leading perfectly healthy lives. Why
should they have to function with a handicap
which is completely out of their control when
they are otherwise perfectly healthy? It is time
for Congress to show our commitment to pro-
tecting the American people from this kind of
discrimination.
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Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, I

want to bring to the attention of my colleagues
the joint declaration adopted in Budapest on
July 5 by representatives of the Hungarian
Government and by representatives of Hun-
garian communities abroad—the so-called
Hungarian-Hungarian summit declaration. The
status of the various and sizable Hungarian
minority communities in Romania, Slovakia,
and Serbia is of considerable interest to many
in Congress. How governments treat their mi-
nority communities is often a significant ba-
rometer of how they will treat their citizens as
a whole, and a strong indicator of the progress
of democratization in countries in transition.

In fact, I remain concerned about the minor-
ity situation in each of these countries, and, as
Chairman of the Helsinki Commission, have
raised such concerns on a number of occa-
sions. Many hoped the Hungarian-Hungarian
summit document would provide some useful
insight into the concrete concerns of Hungar-
ian minorities.

Unfortunately, the summit document adopt-
ed in Budapest does not address the kind of
specific and concrete issues that are usually
raised with the Commission, such as minority
language schooling or electoral districting. In-
stead, the declaration stands as a broad and
somewhat ambiguous endorsement of ‘‘auton-
omy’’ and ‘‘self-government.’’ Those terms—
guaranteed to alarm those already afraid of al-
leged Hungarian irredentism—were unfortu-
nately left undefined, fostering the perception
in some quarters that the declaration rep-
resents only a thinly veiled effort by Budapest
to extend its influence beyond current Hungar-
ian borders and, implicitly, to turn back the
clock to the days when Hungarians were unit-
ed in a single country.

I appreciate the Hungarian Embassy’s will-
ingness to clarify for the Commission the un-
derlying intent of his declaration. In particular,
the Embassy asserted that the word ‘‘auton-
omy’’ was in no way intended to signal ‘‘terri-
torial autonomy.’’ I also believe the declara-
tion’s positive emphasis on the importance of
the accession of all Hungary’s neighbors into
NATO and the European Union should not be
overlooked and, indeed, is especially impor-
tant in light of the recent congressional debate
on NATO expansion.

Nevrtheless, I believe that the declaration,
through the use of wording that is ambiguous

at best and, at worst, predictably inflammatory,
stands in contradiction to Hungary’s stated
goal of pursuing ‘‘good neighbor’’ policies.
Surprisingly, Hungary implies that its goal of
gaining admission to NATO and other Euro-
pean organizations should be dependent on
‘‘the fundamental interests of Hungarian na-
tional communities abroad’’—a message that
suggests a qualified interest in accession to
NATO.

Finally, I must note that concerns about this
declaration were only heightened by the state-
ment of the Hungarian representative to the
OSCE in Vienna, Ambassador Martin
Krasznai. In defending the use of the word
‘‘autonomy,’’ Ambassador Krasznai presented
the Basques, Catalans, and South-Tyroleans
as positive examples of Europe’s experience
with autonomous movements. The irony of
these particular references was probably not
lost on the representatives of Italy or Spain—
especially in the wake of the numerous terror-
ist bombings attributed to Basque separatists
last month.

Mr. Speaker, while a rare opportunity for
discussion about real minority concerns may
have been missed, I also see the Hungarian-
Hungarian summit declaration as an aberra-
tion from the current government’s usually
constructive approach. I will continue to follow
the situation of minority communities in central
Europe and the inseparable issue of the
progress of democratization in general. As I
do so, I hope that Hungarian representatives
will join with the Commission in seeking to
promote democracy for all the citizens of all
the countries of the OSCE.
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Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas.

Mr. Speaker, I rise to congratulate and recog-
nize Mr. Anthony Mark Hankins who is being
honored as a fashion designer in Washington,
DC.

At the age of 7, Anthony Mark Hankins de-
signed and stitched a suit for his mother which
she actually wore to an important wedding—
crooked seams and all. She bragged to her
friends that ‘‘little Anthony’’ had made her suit.
With this, a designer was born.

Mr. Hankins began his career designing and
sewing clothes for other women in town, prom
dresses for his peers, theatrical costumes, and
marching band uniforms. He enrolled at Pratt
Institute in Brooklyn, NY, then traveled to
Paris to study at the Ecole de la Chambre
Syndicale de la Couture. After returning to the
United States, he worked for two seasons with
Adrienne Vittadini before taking a job with the
J.C. Penney Co. as a factory field inspector in
their quality control division.

Anthony Mark Hankins is a consummate
professional. He is a fashion designer who de-
signs his clothes at a reasonable price so that
those who might not otherwise be able to pur-
chase quality clothing will be able to do so.
Mr. Hankins was cited in the Wall Street Jour-
nal in a front page story as ‘‘the Calvin Klein
of the coupon clipping set.’’

I would like to extend my heartfelt apprecia-
tion to Mr. Hankins and best wishes for contin-

ued success for all of his endeavors with his
high-quality, price-conscious clothing line.
f
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Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to

bring to my colleagues’ attention that the Gov-
ernments of India, Thailand, and Nepal have
colluded to abduct Sikhs living abroad and
transport them to India in complete violation of
pertinent human rights treaty and customary
law. Two cases highlight this alarming trend.

On July 16 at 6 a.m., about 20 Thai police
officers surrounded a house owned by a Thai
Sikh. Police entered the house and arrested
the owner along with a Sikh independence ac-
tivist named Nam Singh, a Pakistani passport
holder who was working in Thailand on a valid
Thai work permit. Although the owner of the
house was eventually released, Nam Singh
was detained and held without formal charge
or access to loved ones and legal counsel.
Twenty-four hours later, the owner of the
house where Nam Singh was staying retained
the help of a well-known Thai human rights
activist, Mr. Thonghai Thongpao. But by then
it was too late.

Mr. Singh had been secretly placed on flight
TG3112 bound for Katmandu where Nepalese
authorities transferred Mr. Singh to Indian au-
thorities. It is my understanding that Mr. Singh
has been brought before a Punjab court and
has been charged. However, given the illegal-
ity of his abduction, I have no idea what the
charge may be. I have enclosed a copy of a
letter sent by Thai Sikhs to the Center for
Human Rights in Geneva, the letter details
Nam Singh’s abduction.

The second case is with regard to Mr. Jagjit
Singh Chohan, an elder Sikh independence
leader from the United Kingdom. Mr. Chohan’s
story has already been presented, however, I
want to highlight his inhumane treatment by
Thai police officials. After Mr. Chohan was
brutally beaten by Indian officials and placed
back on the plane, and after he was assured
by Thai Airways managers that he would re-
ceive medical treatment upon arrival in Bang-
kok, Mr. Chohan was instead placed in a de-
tention center for 18 hours without access to
medical treatment, he could not even make a
telephone call. Mr. Chohan was lucky, he had
his medication with him, without it, the beating
which he suffered coupled with his detention
may have resulted in his death.

Mr. Speaker, both Mr. Chohan and Nam
Singh have been treated worse than animals,
apparently as a result of some unspoken alli-
ance between Thai, Indian, and in the case of
Nam Singh, Nepalese authorities. If these two
were bona fide suspects, surely some formal
proceeding should have been undertaken. But
I suspect that the rule of law was not foremost
in the minds of the police and government offi-
cials who brutalized the two Sikhs. In little
over 2 months, the Indian Government has il-
legally detained United States citizen Balbii
Singh Dhillon in violation of United States sov-
ereignty, brutalized an elder Sikh leader living
in the United Kingdom for 18 years and appar-
ently arranged the virtual kidnaping of a Sikh
whose citizenship is Pakistani.
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