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Army National Guard, who was recently
named a recipient of the Roy Wilkins Renown
Service Award presented by the National As-
sociation for the Advancement of Colored
People [NAACP] during its annual conference
in Charlotte, NC.

Colonel Thomas was cited by the NAACP
for his accomplishments in the military on be-
half of the African American community. Dur-
ing the past several years he has focused his
efforts on recognizing the contributions and
positive role of the African American soldier,
and providing young people with alternatives
to gang membership and violent behavior.

Colonel Thomas has developed a video and
teaching guide that traces the historical con-
tributions of the brave and determined African
American buffalo soldiers during the late
1800’s. Using the buffalo soldiers as a corner-
stone, he has founded a nonprofit corporation
in the Minneapolis/St. Paul area that is com-
mitted to assisting at-risk children in develop-
ing self-respect and social survival skills.

For the past 10 years, Colonel Thomas has
spent part of his vacation-time teaching pho-
tography and life-skills to inner-city, African
American teenagers. He has even met with
gang members to assist them in developing
positive self-images and respectful views of
other men and women.

Mr. Speaker, it is with great pleasure that I
rise today to recognize Lt. Col. Nathan Thom-
as. I ask my colleagues to join me in con-
gratulating him for his contributions, and in
wishing him success in all his future endeav-
ors.
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Mr. GEKAS. Mr. Speaker, I would like to
bring your attention to the following tribute pre-
sented by United States Administrative Law
Judge John C. Holmes. Judge Holmes had
the honor of introducing United States Su-
preme Court Associate Justice John Paul Ste-
vens when Justice Stevens received an award
of merit from the Federal Administrative Law
Judge Conference on May 4, 1996.

I have found Judge Holmes’ remarks to be
a fitting tribute to the distinguished career and
character of Justice Stevens. It is, therefore,
with great honor that I present to you the fol-
lowing.

Born April 20, 1920 in Chicago, Illinois,
John Paul Stevens graduated from the Uni-
versity of Chicago, Phi Beta Kappa, majoring
in English Literature. After serving three
years with distinction in the U.S. Navy dur-
ing World War II, he received a law degree
from Northwestern University in 1947, magna
cum laude, where he was law review editor
and order of the coif. He not only graduated
first in his class, but received the highest
record of academic achievement in the
school’s history.

He first came to Washington and the Su-
preme Court in October, 1947 where he served
as clerk to Associate Justice Wiley Rutledge.

Returning to Chicago he joined the law
firm of Poppenhusen, Johnston, Thompson
and Raymond. Hired at the same time was
Ed Rothschild, who he hadn’t previously

met. Mr. Rothschild relates that the first
duty required was the burying of Mr.
Poppenhusen who died shortly after hiring
them both. The two shortly formed the firm
of Rothschild, Stevens, Barry and Myers.
Then attorney Stevens specialized in anti-
trust and appellate litigation, and had the
reputation of analyzing and articulating
complex problems in such a fine tuned man-
ner that the result would appear obvious.
Mr. Rothschild remembers the Justice as
fiercely competitive in all that he did, but
adds, ‘‘I still beat him at tennis.’’

Justice Stevens was appointed by Presi-
dent Nixon to the U.S. Court of Appeals for
the 7th Circuit on October 14, 1970. He was
appointed by President Ford as Associate
Justice of the Supreme Court and took office
on December 17, 1975. A prime sponsor was
then Attorney General Levi, also an alumnus
of the Chicago area, who described Judge
Steven’s 7th Circuit opinions as ‘‘gems of
perfection and a joy to read’’.

Prior to his appointment to the bench,
Justice Stevens served on numerous commit-
tees, for example as counsel to the House Ju-
diciary Committee, and as a member of the
Attorney General’s Committee to study the
Anti-Trust laws. He has served on the fac-
ulty at Northwestern and Chicago Law
Schools and lectured at Salsburg and New
York Un. Law Schools, authored numerous
articles and reviews and been an active
member of the American Bar Association,
Federal Bar Association, American Law In-
stitute and American Judicature Society.

Besides being an accomplished, competi-
tive tennis player, he is an excellent bridge
player, having acquired numerous Master
Points, an avid golfer and enjoys the oppor-
tunity to read and travel.

220 years ago, a great experiment was
launched in government from the Eastern
shores of this continent in what was other-
wise a vast undiscovered virgin land far re-
moved from the feuding and too often tyran-
nical governments of Europe. Our founding
fathers had the profound wisdom to combine
an idealistic notion that people could govern
themselves through their representatives
with the contrasting cynical observation
that human nature required that there be
checks and balances to prevent undue acqui-
sition of power in one individual or group.
And so after much debate they wrote a Con-
stitution that provided for the separation of
powers in three branches of government. It
was left to the third branch, the Judiciary,
to not only settle disputes between parties
but also to set the parameters and limita-
tions of the other two branches. At the pin-
nacle was established a Supreme Court of the
United States whose duty it became to inter-
pret the provisions of the Constitution and
their application to the ever changing nature
of society. The Constitution has served us
well; we need only to look at other failed
governments and governmental systems,
most recently communism, to appreciate the
benefits conferred and the freedom provided
under it. It has endured as the country has
fulfilled its manifest destiny, ended slavery,
fostered the industrial and now the tech-
nology revolutions, evolved from a rural to
an urban society and changed enormously in
many other ways. In order to preserve this
‘‘living’’ Constitution a sacred trust is con-
ferred by the today 250 million people of the
United States on only nine individuals who
have been elevated to the high calling of Jus-
tice of the Supreme Court. This sacred trust
does not demand that we agree with every
idea and interpretation uttered by any one
Justice, that would be impossible. But it
does require a consistent and conscientious
effort by each Justice to place the nation’s
interest as embodied in the Constitution
above all else.

Mr. Justice, you have faithfully fulfilled
that sacred trust in the finest manner. For
over 20 years now you have applied your wis-
dom, scholarship and especially integrity to
the process of determining and articulating
how the concepts as expressed in the Con-
stitution should be applied to the ever
changing conditions and circumstances of to-
day’s society while still preserving its essen-
tial meaning. You have always voted as you
believed was right for the country and not
necessarily what was currently fashionable.
Whether in the majority, in dissent or in
concurrence you have used that ability to ar-
ticulate complex problems into an easily un-
derstood and compelling opinion. You have
not only served the longest tenure other
then Justice Rehnquist on the current Court,
but have been the most prolific opinion writ-
er. You have demonstrated a pattern of inde-
pendent voting concerned more with clear
enunciation of believed principles rather
than compromise, an overriding belief that
the Constitution should be utilized to pro-
tect the rights of those who traditionally
have been powerless, and an unwillingness to
sacrifice constitutional values in the name
of administrative convenience. In this high-
est calling you have served in the highest
manner. Your work on the Court has earned
you a special place of honor along with the
likes of Holmes, Brandeis, Harlan, Frank-
furter, Black and others stretching back to
John Marshall.

We are in the same business, Mr. Justice.
We honor you tonight not only for your life-
time accomplishments but for your qualities
of wisdom, judicial demeanor, intelligence,
integrity and passion for justice that we all
aspire to. You are a model of what the citi-
zenry rightfully requires of the judiciary.
Importantly, by your acceptance of our
award, you honor us and the work we do as
independent administrative law judges. La-
dies and Gentlemen please welcome the 1996
Federal Administrative Law Judge Con-
ference honoree, United States Supreme
Court Associate Justice John Paul Stevens.
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Mr. HAMILTON. Mr. Speaker, a constituent
of mine, Paul Bennett of New Albany, IN, con-
tacted me in June on behalf of Robert Hus-
sein, Kuwaiti citizen who converted to Chris-
tianity.

I wrote to the Kuwaiti Ambassador, to ex-
press Mr. Bennett’s and my own concern for
Mr. Hussein’s safety, and in support of his
right to practice the religion of his choosing. In
his July 25 response, Ambassador Al-Sabah
informs me that the ‘‘Government of the State
of Kuwait has stated publicly that it will guar-
antee Mr. Hussein’s safety.’’

I would like to bring my correspondence
with Ambassador Al-Sabah on this matter to
the attention of my colleagues:

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Washington, DC, June 17, 1996.

His Excellency MOHAMMED SABAH AL-SALIM
AL-SABAH,

Ambassador, Embassy of the State of Kuwait,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. AMBASSADOR: I write with re-
spect to the civil court decision of May 29,
1996 and apostasy declaration against Ku-
waiti citizen Hussein Qambar (Robert Hus-
sein) and the judge’s statement that Mr.
Hussein ‘‘should be killed.’’
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I am deeply concerned about this call by

the judge for extrajudicial violence against
Mr. Hussein. I urge your government to take
necessary measures to protect Mr. Hussein
and request that your government reaffirm
publicly the right of Mr. Hussein to practice
the religion of this choice, according to arti-
cles 29 and 35 of Kuwait’s Constitution.

Our two countries enjoy close relations,
and I am proud that our soldiers served and
fought together in the war to liberate Ku-
wait from Iraqi aggression. As a friend of Ku-
wait, I would urge/you to address the per-
sonal safety of Mr. Hussein and take steps to
uphold the principles of religious freedom
embodied in you Constitution.

I appreciate your attention to this matter,
and I look forward to your reply.

With best regards,
Sincerely,

LEE H. HAMILTON.

EMBASSY OF THE STATE OF KUWAIT,
Washington, DC., July 25, 1996.

The Honorable LEE HAMILTON,
House of Representatives, Washington, DC.

DEAR CONGRESSMAN HAMILTON: Thank you
very much for your inquiry concerning the
Kuwaiti citizen, Mr. Robert Hussein, who has
recently converted from Islam to Christian-
ity.

The Government of the State of Kuwait
has stated publicly that it will guarantee
Mr. Hussein’s safety. A public statement is-
sued by the Ministry of Justice and dated
22nd of July 1996, affirms unequivocably Mr.
Robert Hussein’s right to practice the reli-
gion of his choice with all the freedoms that
one commonly associates with religious
practices; and further states that it is the
duty of the Kuwaiti authorities to protect
him against any threats, harassment or
abuse, just like any other citizen or non-citi-
zen of the State of Kuwait.

Here as follows are some of the significant
facts that must be clarified:

1. Originally, Mr. Hussein’s case was
brought before the Family Courts system in
Kuwait, which is governed by religious law
in matters pertaining to marriage, divorce
and inheritance, only. As well, this case is a
civil case between Mr. Hussein and his wife,
involving also child custody. While the
courts have ruled in Mr. Hussein’s favor in
the child custody case, his former wife has
appealed the verdict.

2. I wish to assure you that Mr. Hussein
has neither been incarcerated nor sentenced
to death by the State as has been reported
erroneously. Furthermore, though he has
been declared an apostate by the Family
Court, the only penalty that was imposed on
Mr. Hussein was to fine him the nominal
court fees.

3. Mr. Hussein’s constitutionally guaran-
teed civil rights remain intact and unaf-
fected by the case. These include his right to
own property, vote or receive government
benefits. If Mr. Hussein feels that his con-
stitutionally guaranteed rights are being
compromised, he may choose to bring his ap-
peal before the appropriate authorities at
the Ministry of Justice and/or the Human
Rights Committee in the Kuwaiti Par-
liament. In addition, Kuwait’s independent
and free press has shown unwavering com-
mitment towards reporting human rights
complaints by citizens and non-citizens
alike. Kuwait’s press remains a testament to
our nation’s desire for a more open and toler-
ant society.

In conclusion, let me say that justice, lib-
erty and equality for all citizens are not only
guaranteed by the constitution (article No.
35 states that ‘‘Freedom of religion is abso-
lute’’); but also, Kuwait has had and contin-
ues to have a very long-standing tradition of
religious tolerance and acceptance. In Ku-

wait today there are at least six churches
and no less than 200,000 practicing christians
allowed to worship publicly. As a matter of
fact, Kuwait’s first modern hospital was
built by American missionaries during the
first decade of our present century. This en-
during gift of the evangelical church of
America is a shining witness to the Kuwaiti
national character that is based on tolerance
and respect for the beliefs of others.

I hope that the above information has
helped to clarify some of the issues in the
aforenoted case, however, should you require
additional information concerning this and
any other matter, please feel free to contact
the Embassy of Kuwait.

Best regards,
Sincerely,

MOHAMMED S. AL-SABAH, PH.D.,
Ambassador.
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Mr. COMBEST. Mr. Speaker, I rise to pay
tribute to the Permian Basin Petroleum Asso-
ciation’s Top Hand Award recipients for 1996.
I cannot think of two more deserving individ-
uals of this prestigious award than Cy Wagner
and Jack Brown. These two Midland oilmen
are the founders of Wagner & Brown Ltd.
They are well-known for their hard work and
intelligence in the oil industry which made
Wagner & Brown Ltd., a great American suc-
cess story.

Cy Wagner graduated high school in Tulsa
from Central High School and then went on to
receive a degree in geology from Oklahoma
University. He began his career with Amerada
Petroleum in Midland in early 1957. In 1961,
he began working for J.E. Jones Drilling in
Midland.

Jack Brown was born in Brownsville but
grew up in San Antonio. After graduating from
Breckenridge High School, he went to Texas
A&M for a year and then into the Army, sta-
tioned in Japan for 3 years. When his duties
to his country were over with, Brown returned
to Texas A&M and in 1950 graduated with de-
grees in petroleum engineering and mechani-
cal engineering. After working as a roughneck
in Alice, TX and then in Venezuela for 2 years
with Texaco, Jack Brown returned to Texas to
join J.E. Jones Drilling in Midland in 1957.

Wagner and Brown formed their own part-
nership in 1961 and later was joined by
landman Deane Stoltz. Most of their activity
was centered around the Permian Basin area.
By 1967 the group drilled more than 60 wells
in the Bagley Field in New Mexico which sup-
plied needed cash flow for larger projects
elsewhere.

In 1969 Stoltz, Wagner, and Brown ex-
changed most of their interest in the Bagley
Field for a 25 percent equity position in
Tipperary Corporation, to be run by Stoltz, and
control of the partnership was turned to Wag-
ner and Brown.

Wagner & Brown, Ltd. began their largest
drilling program in 1975 on 30,000 acres of
the Conger Field in Sterling and Glasscock
counties, and today they run more than 600
wells in this area. The partnership now em-
ploys about 200 people and operated over half

of the 2,000 wells in which the two partici-
pated in.

Both Cy Wagner and Jack Brown are dedi-
cated oilmen who have strengthened West
Texas and this whole country. However, their
contributions go much further than the oil in-
dustry. Both men have given generously in
support of countless local organizations in-
volved in education, culture and community
development. They richly deserve the title of
Top Hands.
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Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, Wisconsin-na-
tive, Dr. Warren Wetzel, for 25 years an active
member of the New York City medical com-
munity, died this year.

Dr. Wetzel, a noted authority on emergency
trauma, served as director of trauma and sur-
gical critical care at Kings County Hospital
Center in Brooklyn. Prior to joining Kings
County Hospital Center, Dr. Wetzel made his
mark at the Bronx Municipal Hospital Center
rapidly rising from assistant attending surgeon
to director of trauma service. He was also an
associate professor of clinical surgery at Albert
Einstein College of Medicine extensively lec-
turing on topics such as: ‘‘Urban Trauma,’’
‘‘Changing Patterns of Gunshot and Stab
Wounds,’’ ‘‘Management of Liver Trauma,’’
and ‘‘Management of Bites and Stings.’’

Through his zealous advocacy for the medi-
cal profession, Dr. Wetzel was a key member
of various committees including, but not lim-
ited to: New York City Trauma Center Advi-
sory Committee; oversight committee, New
York State Department of Health Regional
Trauma Quality Assurance Grant; residency
review committee, State University of New
York Health Science Center; and education
committee, Bronx Chapter of the American
College of Surgeons.

As a result of his dedication to helping oth-
ers, Dr. Wetzel’s legacy continues through
Doctors Against Murder, a unique nonprofit or-
ganization he founded so that doctors, nurses,
and other medical professional could educate
youth on the trauma of violence. Doctors
Against Murder was the first recipient of the
National Association of Public Hospital’s Jim
Wright Vulnerable Population Award, June 29,
1996. The medical profession and the recipi-
ents of Dr. Weitzel’s efforts will truly miss him.
It is my honor to recognize his sterling service,
and to introduce him to my colleagues.
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Mr. HASTERT. Mr. Speaker, today I join a
bipartisan majority of the House to return our
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