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if Fosston’s award inspires many other small
Minnesota communities to prove that they too
are All-American Cities.

Congratulations to Fosston, MN, and every
person in the community who has worked to
make the town what it is today.
f

LANDMINE REMOVAL ASSISTANCE
ACT

HON. JAMES P. MORAN
OF VIRGINIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 26, 1996

Mr. MORAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
urge my colleagues to join me and our col-
league and my good friend from Maryland,
CONNIE MORELLA, in sponsoring legislation to
combat one of the most serious crises facing
our planet. The earth is covered with hidden,
silent killers. This deadly menace is the more
than 100 million antipersonnel landmines that
are lying in the ground in 64 countries waiting
to explode and kill or injure some
unsuspecting person.

This terrible tool of war does not distinguish
between children and soldiers. These mines
only cost between $3 and $30 to make. It
costs from $300 to $1,000 to clear just one
landmine. Last year alone, 2 million new
mines were laid. That is twenty times the num-
ber of mines removed. At the current pace it
would take 1,100 years to rid the world of anti-
personnel landmines. That is truly disturbing
and disheartening.

We must do more to combat this global cri-
sis. The time has come to provide a com-
prehensive, flexible, and long-term approach
to improve the role that the United States
plays in international awareness, detection,
and clearance of antipersonnel landmines and
unexploded ordnance.

The bill we are introducing today takes
some important steps toward making U.S. par-
ticipation in humanitarian demining more effec-
tive.

Through measures set forth in this legisla-
tion, the United States, working with the inter-
national community and nongovernmental or-
ganizations, will have the necessary flexibility
and ability to provide educational, financial,
and technical assistance to those in need of
humanitarian landmine removal.

This bill will provide a long-term strategy to
guide and sustain U.S. demining programs.
We would require a 3-year plan. The report
would also include a budget plan for the fol-
lowing 3 years, with recommendations for de-
velopment of better technologies than exist
today.

Currently, landmine funding is largely on an
annual basis. This bill does not appropriate
any funding but does provide the necessary
flexibility to utilize those funds available for hu-
manitarian demining efforts. This bill would
make humanitarian demining appropriations
‘‘no year’’ money which is particularly impor-
tant since most demining projects are multi-
year efforts.

Most significantly, this legislation responds
to the growing nationwide consensus on the
landmine issue. Thanks especially to the tre-
mendous efforts and able leadership of Sen-
ator PATRICK LEAHY and our colleague, Rep-
resentative LANE EVANS, the landmine menace
has been under attack here on the Hill; and

this issue is now attracting the Nation’s atten-
tion. We must keep pressing this growing
problem of landmines.

How many years will it be before landmine
clearance even equals the number of new
landmines? The world may be many decades
away from achieving this break-even point.
We must speed that day along, so that we
may measure it in years and not decades. Mo-
mentum is with us on this issue. Much has
been done. More needs doing.

I urge you to join me and our colleague
from Maryland to help protect the innocent
children, the mothers and other unsuspecting
civilians, and the peacekeepers in Bosnia and
around the globe, by joining with us to move
this important bipartisan legislation through
Congress as soon as possible to combat the
landmine plague. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
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MEDICARE

HON. LEE H. HAMILTON
OF INDIANA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 26, 1996

Mr. HAMILTON. Mr. Speaker, I would like to
insert my Washington Report for Wednesday,
June 26, 1996, into the CONGRESSIONAL
RECORD.
MEDICARE: PROVIDING SECURITY FOR SENIORS

Medicare is a fundamental security net for
older Americans that has contributed enor-
mously to the well-being and quality of life
for seniors. It is the major source of health
care for 38 million older Americans, covering
the vast majority of their physician and hos-
pital services. Medicare has its faults, but it
has dramatically improved the health care
and the longevity of older people in this
country. As one older person said to me, ‘‘I
cannot live without Medicare.’’ There is no
question that it must be preserved and pro-
tected.

The Medicare system faces financing prob-
lems, but it is not in jeopardy of extinction.
Medicare will continue to be available for
seniors and future retirees despite some of
the frightening rhetoric we have heard of
late. The issue of Medicare’s financing is
complex and confusing for many Americans.
Seniors already in the system and those
planning for retirement are understandably
wary.

Medicare is facing short-term financing
problems because people are living longer
(the number of people over 65 today is some
65% greater than it was in 1970), medical
technology continues to explode, and the
cost of medical care continues to rise. These
cause financing problems that need to be
dealt with in order to shore up the system
for the near-term. The more difficult issue is
the longer-term financing problem caused by
the impending baby boomer retirements. As
more and more people retire, fewer are left
in the workplace to help finance Medicare.
There is no easy solution, but there are ways
to fix this problem. In the past, Congress has
acted to extend the program’s solvency, and
we will do so again. We must work to find so-
lutions which ensure Medicare’s solvency
and maintain quality health care for seniors.

MEDICARE’S FINANCING

There are two basic parts of the Medicare
system which help seniors meet their health
care costs: the Hospital Insurance (HI) trust
fund and the Supplementary Medical Insur-
ance (SMI) trust fund. HI, which covers hos-
pitalization costs, is financed through a pay-
roll tax of 2.9% on wages, half paid by em-

ployers and half by employees. SMI, which
covers physician and outpatient services, is
financed by general tax revenues and month-
ly premiums paid by beneficiaries. Bene-
ficiary premiums make up about 25% of
SMI’s costs.

The Medicare trustees recently issued
their annual report on the financial status of
the HI and SMI trust funds. Even though the
trustees have issued ominous projections al-
most every year since 1970, the latest HI pro-
jections were particularly troubling. Accord-
ing to the trustees, the HI trust fund is pro-
jected to be insolvent in 2001, a year earlier
than expected. The problem is that the pay-
roll tax, which finances the fund, is not suffi-
cient to cover the ever-increasing cost of
health care and the increasing number of
Medicare recipients—factors which will only
continue to strain the system unless changes
are made. Unlike HI, SMI is not in danger of
bankruptcy, but inflation and an aging soci-
ety have led to rapidly rising costs. Costs
will continue to rise as health care costs in
general continue to escalate.

SOLUTIONS

Over the past several years Congress and
the President have taken action to extend
Medicare’s financing in the short-term and
prevent bankruptcy of the fund. That has
happened nine times in the past and we will
certainly do so again. Neither Congress nor
the President will allow Medicare to go
bankrupt. Medicare is too big, too successful,
and too popular for it to fail. Proposals to
save Medicare have included curbs on in-
creases in fees to providers, higher premiums
and co-payments for better-off beneficiaries,
an increase in the eligibility age, new taxes,
a range of new options for obtaining health
care, and containing costs through
market forces. Each of these options, or
some combination of them, will have to
be considered in the future. The long-
term solvency of Medicare will not be
easy to resolve, but it must be done.

I have several thoughts about Medicare re-
form. First, we must preserve doctor choice.
I do not want to force older people into man-
aged care. If they want to choose their own
doctor, they should have the right to do so.
Second, whatever changes are made, we must
assure that Medicare delivers good care. I do
not want to reduce the quality of health care
for older Americans. Third, we should not
cut Medicare to provide for a big tax cut. We
should separate the Medicare debate from
the highly politicized and partisan budget
process. We should reform Medicare on its
own, and not use Medicare as a piggy bank
for making tax cuts. Fourth, a wholesale re-
structuring of Medicare should be ap-
proached with caution. Such a major change
would likely be ineffective unless coupled
with a restructuring of the entire health
care system to hold down escalating costs. It
is better to make incremental changes in
Medicare aimed at health promotion and dis-
ease prevention, increasing efficiency, and
reducing fraud and abuse. But we do need to
begin making adjustments. The sooner we
start the gentler it will be.

A major accomplishment of the 104th Con-
gress has been blocking the plan put forward
by Speaker Newt Gingrich to cut back Medi-
care by $270 billion. The problem with this
plan was not that it squeezed too hard. Sav-
ings of that magnitude were estimated to be
twice as much as needed to keep the program
solvent. Excessive cutbacks could threaten
the quality of care. While some cutbacks and
some restructuring of Medicare will be nec-
essary, $270 billion in cut-backs was nec-
essary not to help Medicare, but to help fi-
nance huge tax cuts targeted toward well-to-
do Americans.
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CONCLUSION

The Medicare program has served our sen-
iors well. It has provided them with quality
health care, and, equally important, a sense
of security that their basic health care needs
will be met. It does not cover all the services
and treatments seniors need, but it is a pri-
mary safety net for them.

Americans contribute throughout their
working lives to finance the Medicare sys-
tem. They deserve the assurance of access to
medical care during their older years. Con-
gress must focus on maintaining those assur-
ances. Medicare is not a faceless government
program to be slashed at blindly; it is a fun-
damental source of security for seniors. They
have earned the benefits, and I will continue
to work to ensure they receive what is justly
theirs.
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MOTHER A.M.E. ZION CHURCH: 200
YEARS OF CHRISTIAN SERVICE

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 26, 1996

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, I would like to
take this opportunity to bring to your attention
a church in my congressional district which is
celebrating its 200th anniversary this year, and
is the oldest African-American congregation in
the State of New York.

The church I am speaking of is the historic
Mother African Methodist Episcopal Zion
Church, affectionately called Mother Zion.

Mother Zion Church is the mother of the Af-
rican Methodist Episcopal Zion Connection,
who was popularly known as the Freedom
Church because of its pivotal role in the aboli-
tionist movement. Many conference churches,
including Mother Zion, served as stations on
the underground railroad.

Mother Zion Church has been served by 29
pastors in its history; two were elected bish-
ops: Rt. Rev. James Walter Brown and Rt.
Rev. Alfred Gilbert Dunston.

As the pastor, Dr. Alvin T. Durant, and the
members of Mother AME Zion Church rejoice
in this bicentennial year ongoing celebration, I
extend to them my congratulations, friendship,
and support as they go forth honoring 200
years of Christian service.
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TRIBUTE TO THE NATIONAL ARTS
CLUB

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 26, 1996

Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker, today I rise
to pay tribute to the National Arts Club’s ‘‘50,
75, 100, 125’’ program during this past sea-
son. This program honors significant institu-
tions in New York City which have celebrated
major anniversaries this year. I am proud to
offer this tribute at the conclusion of a very
successful celebratory season.

This year, the National Arts Club, through its
Roundtable Committee, sponsored a series of
events to recognize major institutions such as
the Performing Arts Library at Lincoln Center,
the United Nations, the American Academy in
Rome, the New York State Bar Association,
the American Museum of National History, and
the Metropolitan Museum of Art.

I am proud to report that the National Arts
Club also honored the International Olympic
Committee which celebrated its 100 year anni-
versary this year. In honor of the International
Olympic Committee’s anniversary and of the
Centennial Games to be held in July, earlier
this month, the National Arts Club commemo-
rated the publication of ‘‘The Olympic Image—
The First 100 Years.’’

The National Arts Club has contributed to
the cultural, educational, and diplomatic com-
munities of New York City since its inception
in 1898. Through series such as ‘‘50, 75, 100,
125,’’ the National Arts Club seeks to reward
the efforts of unique institutions making a sig-
nificant difference in the world.

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me
in this tribute by rising in honor of the National
Arts Club for its celebration of New York City’s
extraordinary institutions. Thank you.
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TRIBUTE TO ARTHUR B.
CAMPBELL

HON. JACK REED
OF RHODE ISLAND

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 26, 1996

Mr. REED. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize Arthur B. Campbell of Wakefield, RI for
his 31 years of dedicated service to the South
Kingstown Public School System. As a teach-
er and as superintendent for the past 12
years, Mr. Campbell has been an outstanding
educational leader.

In 1965, Mr. Campbell began his career in
the South Kingstown Public Schools as a jun-
ior high instructor. While serving in this capac-
ity, Mr. Campbell also became president of the
local teachers’ union, leading the first strike in
the town’s history. He was instrumental in
forming the Rhode Island National Education
Association’s first political action group.

Mr. Campbell was promoted to director of
instruction in 1972, and then to the post of su-
perintendent of schools in 1984. During his
tensure in this position, he guided the district
through an unprecedented period of popu-
lation growth. With his vision and professional-
ism, the district met this challenge without
compromising student safety or academic in-
tegrity. His leadership made possible the
emergence of modern educational facilities
with dynamic and capable faculty, and stu-
dents who rank among our State and our Na-
tion’s best and brightest.

In addition, known for his expertise and
leadership in the school budget process, Mr.
Campbell has ensured the efficient operation
of school department finances, providing a
healthy educational future for all South
Kingstown schools.

In today’s increasingly competitive job mar-
ket, a quality education is absolutely nec-
essary for success and advancement. Mr.
Campbell’s proactive approach toward achiev-
ing educational excellence has made these
opportunities available to our young people.
His accomplishments clearly demonstrate that
an investment in education is indeed an in-
vestment in the future.

Mr. Speaker, on the occasion of Arthur
Campbell’s retirement, I respectfully ask my
colleagues to join me in congratulating this
outstanding administrator and educator.

PROTECT DRINKING WATER FOR
FUTURE GENERATIONS

HON. RANDY ‘‘DUKE’’ CUNNINGHAM
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 26, 1996

Mr. CUNNINGHAM. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to commend this Republican Congress
for passing sound, safe, commonsense legis-
lation to ensure that America’s drinking water
is clean and healthy for our loved ones and fu-
ture generations to enjoy. Safe drinking water
is of vital importance to San Diego, where
nearly all of our waters is imported from the
Colorado River and northern California, cross-
ing many fault lines. Because there is such a
limited supply of water, San Diegans do not
take their water for granted. San Diegans, like
all Americans, want water that is safe to
consume.

One of my priorities in the 104th Congress
is to protect the health and safety of American
families. The House’s passage Tuesday of the
Safe Drinking Water Act amendments (H.R.
3604) sends a clear message to families that
Republicans are committed to improving and
protecting water quality and the environment.
I am proud to support this legislation.

By passing this legislation, we give State
and local water authorities the resources they
need to keep our water safe. The Metropolitan
Water District of Southern California supports
the bill because it will ‘‘enable public water
systems to address the highest priority water
quality issues first.’’ The bill contains a strong
community right-to-know provision, requiring
public notification within 24 hours when water
safety violations occur. It focuses resources,
where they will do the most good, on eliminat-
ing contaminants that pose the greatest risk to
people. Moreover, the Safe Drinking Water Act
amendments establishes a State revolving
fund to help pubic water systems comply with
drinking water standards.

This legislation received broad bipartisan
support. The Nation’s Governors, State and
county legislators, local water authorities, and
several environmental groups support our safe
drinking water bill. A commonsense approach
has proven successful in protecting water
quality, and we can reach consensus on other
environmental issues through this same ap-
proach. I am proud to joining my colleagues in
the proenvironment Congress in passing H.R.
3604.
f

INTRODUCTION OF THE VETER-
ANS’ NURSING CARE AVAILABIL-
ITY ACT OF 1996

HON. SUE W. KELLY
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 26, 1996

Mrs. KELLY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to in-
troduce the Veterans’ Nursing Care Availability
Act of 1996. This important legislation will help
correct a flaw that exists in the way that the
Department of Veterans Affairs ranks applica-
tions for its State Extended Care Facilities
grant program.

The State Extended Care Facilities grant
program provides Federal funding for up to 65
percent of the total cost for the construction of
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