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PRINCIPLES OF CITIZENSHIP

HON. PETER BLUTE
OF MASSACHUSETTS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, January 26, 1996

Mr. BLUTE. Mr. Speaker, I recently met with
members of the Air Force Junior ROTC at
Burncoat High School in Worcester, MA. This
program has been very successful in combin-
ing academics with the discipline of military
training. Students from AFJROTC have been
its best testimonial, as it continues to produce
upstanding young adults. This past month, ca-
dets from this program celebrated citizenship
month, for which they compiled a list of prin-
ciples of good citizenship. I list these prin-
ciples here in order to honor the hard work of
these promising youths:

GOOD CITIZENS

1. Are honest, patriotic, caring, and out-
going.

2. Respect the rights, property and privi-
leges of others.

3. Protect the environment by planting trees,
recycling, and keeping their country clean.

4. Become productive by education and by
staying in good health and drug free.

5. Work to provide for their families, pay
their taxes and help others in need.

6. Are open-minded, respect all others and
try to understand ideas that are different.

7. Know their history, register and vote and
obey the law or try to change it.

8. Serve others by running for office, doing
community service, or joining the military.

9. Show a determination to succeed by set-
ting and reaching their goals.

10. Are modest, have a positive attitude and
try to be a good role model for others.
f

HONORING A MCCREARY COUNTY
LEADER

HON. HAROLD ROGERS
OF KENTUCKY

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, January 26, 1996

Mr. ROGERS. Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor
my good friend Alfred ‘‘Alf’’ Kidd who recently
passed away at the age of 81. My family and
thousands of others throughout McCreary
County and southern Kentucky are deeply
saddened by this tragic loss.

Our area has lost a top-notch businessman,
an inspiring civic and community volunteer, a
political leader, and a good friend. He helped
everyone he could and always was willing to
sacrifice his time for others.

Alf’s many accomplishments and activities
showed his outstanding commitment to the
betterment of McCreary County.

He helped start the McCreary County Eco-
nomic Development Council to improve our
businesses, as well as helping us to hire an
economic development director. That led to
McCreary’s designation as a ‘’Federal Enter-
prise Community.’’

Alf helped start the McCreary County Indus-
trial Development Corp. where his leadership
was instrumental in the creation of thousands
of jobs.

He was a founding member of the McCreary
County Chamber of Commerce, helped ren-
ovate and restore the Stearns historic commu-
nity, worked as chairman to the local housing
authority and was a founding member and
past president of the Pine Knot Kiwanis Club.

His list continues on an on, all to help the
people of McCreary County. We will long re-
member Alfred Kidd because he cared about
all of us.

My heart goes out to Alf’s wonderful family.
His long legacy and excellent record of service
will stand as a tribute to his life.

Alf was a great friend and a good man, and
he will be sorely missed.
f

A SALUTE TO THE NATIONAL
BLACK NURSES ASSOCIATION

HON. LOUIS STOKES
OF OHIO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, January 26, 1996

Mr. STOKES. Mr. Speaker, I am proud to
rise today to salute members of the National
Black Nurses Association. The association is
the Nation’s largest African-American health
organization, representing more than 130,000
nurses in the United States and throughout
the world. On February 1, 1996, members of
the Black Nurses Association will convene on
Capitol Hill for its eighth annual National Black
Nurses Day. Nurses from around the country
will travel to Capitol Hill to discuss issues that
impact nurses, women, children, the elderly,
and health care in general. The theme for the
daylong event is, ‘‘Strengthening Our Link-
ages: A Strategy for Protecting Children, Fam-
ilies and the Elderly.’’ I take pride in saluting
the National Black Nurses Association as the
organization prepares to meet this important
challenge.

The National Black Nurses Association was
founded in Cleveland, OH, in 1971. For the
past 25 years, the organization has played a
pivotal role in advocating the health care
needs of minority populations, children, the
poor, and seniors. The Black Nurses Associa-
tion has also waged the fight to secure in-
creased funding for health research and devel-
opment, health profession education, and pub-
lic health service.

Mr. Speaker, when members of the Black
Nurses Association travel to Capitol Hill on
February 1, 1996, they will be armed with an
agenda which many of us in this Chamber
support. The organization stands united
against cuts in the Medicare and Medicaid
Program, and reductions in Federal funding for
nursing education. The Black Nurses Associa-
tion is also concerned that our Nation rededi-
cate itself to meeting the health care needs of
our children, the poor, and other disadvan-
taged communities. My colleagues in the Con-

gressional Black Caucus, Hispanic Caucus,
and other Members of Congress will join
forces with the National Black Nurses Associa-
tion to promote this agenda.

I am proud to note that the Black Nurses
Association’s Capitol Hill event coincides with
the 1996 observance of Black History Month.
If we look back, we can trace the history of Af-
rican-Americans in nursing to a great woman,
Sojourner Truth, who ministered to wounded
black veterans of the Civil War in 1864. In
1870, Susan Smith-Seward became the first
black woman to receive a medical degree.
She received her degree from the New York
Medical College for Women. History records
further that in 1879, Mary Mahoney became
the first black woman to receive a diploma in
nursing. She graduated from the New England
Hospital for Women and Children School of
Nursing.

Mr. Speaker, during Black History Month,
and on the occasion of their Capitol Hill visit,
we salute the members of the National Black
Nurses Association. We applaud their dedica-
tion and strong leadership on the important is-
sues facing the health care industry and the
Nation.
f

RULING REGARDING THE GREAT
PLAINS COAL GASIFICATION
PLANT

HON. EARL POMEROY
OF NORTH DAKOTA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, January 26, 1996

Mr. POMEROY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
discuss a very troubling ruling regarding our
Nation’s only commercial-size synthetic natural
gas plant, the Great Plains Coal Gasification
Plant. This project’s importance to North Da-
kota and the Nation demand the attention of
this body and the commissioners at FERC.

Make no mistake, if this decision is ap-
proved by FERC, Great Plains will close and
the impact will be far reaching. The plant di-
rectly employs 640 people and is associated
with nearly 7,000 other jobs. Twenty percent
less lignite would be mined in North Dakota
and Federal and State governments would
lose $17.5 million in tax revenue. The total im-
pact of this project on North Dakota is $490
million annually.

In late December, an administrative law
judge struck down the settlements reached by
Great Plains, three pipeline companies, and
the Department of Energy. By doing so, this
judge has single-handedly put the future of the
Great Plains Synfuels Plant in jeopardy.

The importance of this project to North Da-
kota cannot be overstated, but Great Plains
also has relevance to each Member of this
body and their constituents. For starters, the
Department of energy shares profits derived
from the plant. What’s more, the eight-state
region served by the Plant would be hit by
rate increases totalling nearly $30 million an-
nually, or 10 percent above current costs.
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In addition, there are new technologies ben-

efiting all Americans developed at Great
Plains on a regular basis. Among the most re-
cent are the production of the rare gases kryp-
ton and xenon, and using synthetic gas to
produce anhydrous ammonia and ammonium
sulfate, two commercial fertilizers.

I am hopeful that the commissioners at
FERC will see this ruling for what it is—an ad-
ministrative law judge run amok, believing he
knows more than the agency, industry, and
consumers working with this project on a daily
basis. If this ruling were to stand, Great Plains
would likely have to shut its doors forever.
This is simply not right. It is time the absurdity
of this decision was brought to full attention of
this body and the American people.

What we have here is sophisticated parties
entering into contracts and making invest-
ments based upon those contracts. Then
along comes an administrative law judge who
retroactively nullifies the express agreements
and imposes his judgement. In the process,
he single-handedly destroys the viability of the
entire project.

I would like to outline the most disturbing
aspects of this ruling, if it were accepted by
FERC.

It requires the plant to sell the product to the
pipelines at well-below the cost of producing
the gas. The judge’s ruling would set the pur-
chase price at almost $1 per dekatherm below
the cost of production and resulting in a loss
of $55 million in 1995. This is totally unaccept-
able.

The ruling would also require the pipeline
companies to retroactively refund customers to
the tune of $280 million. This cost would no
doubt be passed on to the plant itself, further
jeopardizing Great Plains’ ability to meet its
bottom line.

Amazingly, the judge provided more relief
than was even sought by the consumers. The
judge strayed far from the matters at hand into
issues of production capacity at the plant. He
ruled that the pipeline companies would no
longer have to receive what is produced at the
plant—around 160 million barrels per day.
Rather, they would only have to receive what
was expected to be produced at the plant—
131 million barrels per day.

If FERC were to approve the ruling, it would
completely set-aside FERC’s own Opinion 119
agreement between Great Plains and the four
pipeline purchasers which allowed the project
to go forward in the first place. Opinion 119
was the basis for further negotiations enabling
Great Plains to be sold to the Dakota Gasifi-
cation Co., a subsidiary of Basin Electric, with
a profit-sharing arrangement with the Depart-
ment of Energy. To abandon Opinion 119 at
this time would be a disservice to all parties
involved—especially when you consider that it
was the consumer representatives themselves
that drafted the pricing formula of these gas
purchase agreements.

This issue will be decided by FERC in the
near future. I urge each Member of that body
to give this matter their most careful attention.
Their decision will have ramifications on the
Department of Energy, my State of North Da-
kota, and the energy future of this Nation.

VETO OVERRIDE ON THE
INTERIOR APPROPRIATIONS BILL

HON. CHET EDWARDS
OF TEXAS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, January 26, 1996

Mr. EDWARDS. Mr. Speaker, on July 18,
1995, I voted for the fiscal year 1996 Interior
appropriations bill. While I did not agree with
everything in the bill, I strongly supported the
reforms that were included on the Endangered
Species Act. Specifically, the bill prohibited the
listing of new endangered species until the
Endangered Species Act is reauthorized. Also,
the bill prohibited the use of funds to des-
ignate critical habitat for listed species. As a
defender of private property rights, I also sup-
ported the provision that defunded the Na-
tional Biological Survey.

When the House considered the conference
report on this bill in December, again I sup-
ported the bill because of these important pro-
visions. That measure passed the House on
December 13, 1995 by a vote of 244–181.

Unfortunately, President Clinton vetoed the
Interior appropriations bill. I was disappointed
that these important provisions were not
signed into law.

When the House voted to overrride the veto
in January 1996, I fully intended to continue
my support for the bill by voting to override
that veto. However, when I checked the CON-
GRESSIONAL RECORD, I realized that I had mis-
takenly voted to sustain the veto. This vote
was in error. I want to make it clear for the
record that I support this legislation and I in-
tended to vote to override the President’s
veto.

I have consistently been in favor of making
changes in the current Endangered Species
Act [ESA]. I am a cosponsor of H.R. 2275, a
bill supported by the Texas Farm Bureau that
would make commonsense changes to the ex-
isting law.

In 1994, when central Texas was under fire
from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service over
designating critical habitat for the golden
cheeked warbler, I was a leader in forcing the
Service to abandon the plan. I believe that this
situation demonstrates the weaknesses of the
ESA, and shows how desperately reform is
needed.

I have also been a vocal critic of the Na-
tional Biological Survey. On June 22, 1994, I
voted in favor of the Allard amendment to the
Interior appropriations bill. This amendment,
which would have eliminated all funds for the
National Biological Survey, did not pass. This
year opponents of the NBS like me were
pleased to see that this program was targeted
for elimination. While I appreciate the recent
reforms in this program, I am still not con-
vinced it is a prudent use of taxpayers’ money.

When the issues regarding private property
rights come up for votes in 1996, I will vote to
protect those rights as I have consistently
done in years past.

TRIBUTE TO THE SOUTH BRONX
MENTAL HEALTH COUNCIL, INC.,
FIFTH PATIENT RECOGNITION
DAY

HON. JOSÉ E. SERRANO
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, January 26, 1996

Mr. SERRANO. Mr. Speaker, I rise to pay
tribute to the South Bronx Mental Health
Council, Inc., which today will celebrate its fifth
Patient Recognition Day.

Since 1968, the South Bronx Mental Health
Council, previously named the Lincoln Com-
munity Mental Health Center, has provided
treatment and mental health services to mem-
bers of our community.

A community-based organization, the coun-
cil offers counseling and mental health treat-
ment for individuals of all age groups, includ-
ing children, as well as satellite programs at
local schools and community support pro-
grams.

On this special occasion, council personnel
and patients will be joined by family and
friends to recognize the achievements made
by patients during the past year. With the sup-
port of the council’s dedicated personnel,
many of these patients have made special ef-
forts to overcome their challenges and accom-
plished specific goals.

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me
in saluting our friends at the South Bronx
Mental Health Council and in recognizing their
outstanding achievements on their fifth Patient
Recognition Day.
f

INTRODUCTION OF LEGISLATION

HON. THOMAS J. BLILEY, JR.
OF VIRGINIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, January 26, 1996

Mr. BLILEY. Mr. Speaker, I would like to in-
sert for the RECORD the text of flow control
legislation which may be brought up on the
Suspension Calendar on Tuesday, January
30.
SECTION. 1. CONGRESSIONAL AUTHORIZATION

OF STATE AND LOCAL MUNICIPAL
SOLID WASTE FLOW CONTROL.

(a) AMENDMENT OF SUBTITLE D.—Subtitle D
of the Solid Waste Disposal Act is amended
by adding after section 4011 the following
new section:
‘‘SEC. 4011. CONGRESSIONAL AUTHORIZATION OF

STATE AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT
CONTROL OVER MOVEMENT OF MU-
NICIPAL SOLID WASTE AND RECY-
CLABLE MATERIALS.

‘‘(a) FLOW CONTROL AUTHORITY FOR FACILI-
TIES DESIGNATED AS OF MAY 16, 1994.—Any
State or political subdivision thereof is au-
thorized to exercise flow control authority
to direct the movement of municipal solid
waste, and recyclable materials voluntarily
relinquished by the owner or generator
thereof, to particular waste management fa-
cilities, or facilities for recyclable materials,
designated as of May 16, 1994, if each of the
following conditions are met:

‘‘(1) The waste and recyclable materials
are generated within the jurisdictional
boundaries of such State or political subdivi-
sion, determined as of May 16, 1994.

‘‘(2) Such flow control authority is imposed
through the adoption or execution of a law,
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