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FDA should take immediate steps to resolve
the fears and concerns of women with breast
cancer by issuing a definitive relationship, or
lack thereof, between silicone gel breast im-
plants and connective tissue disease, classic
autoimmune symptoms and other serious dis-
eases. This resolution also calls on the FDA
and the National Cancer Institute to develop
recommendations for breast care practices for
women with breast implants. This resolution
has the support of the National Breast Cancer
Coalition. It is time for the FDA to give women
the information they need to make wise deci-
sions about their health and their lives. I urge
my colleagues to join me in this effort.
f

A GOOD NEIGHBOR ON CAPITOL
HILL FOR 175 YEARS; ST. PE-
TER’S PARISH

HON. FORTNEY PETE STARK
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 6, 1996

Mr. STARK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
honor St. Peter’s Parish, founded on Capitol
Hill in 1821.

On June 29, 1996, St. Peter’s will officially
celebrate its 175th anniversary with a home-
coming celebration, giving testament to the
spirit and faith of the Hill community.

As the local parish, St. Peter’s has weath-
ered the changes in Congress and seen this
neighborhood grow from a cozy residential
area to the bustling cluster of Federal build-
ings we have today. Its existence is one of the
few marks of continuity left to our past.

As a longtime resident of the Capitol Hill
area, I salute St. Peter’s as a historical symbol
and an excellent neighbor. I hope that the next
175 years will be equally good to the parish.
f

TRIBUTE TO BRIGHTON, MI,
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OF MICHIGAN
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Mr. CHRYSLER. Mr. Speaker, it gives me
great pleasure to rise today and pay tribute to
an outstanding organization in the city of
Brighton, MI. On June 18, 1996, the Brighton
Rotary Club will celebrate its 60th anniversary
of becoming a chartered member of Rotary
International, the largest service group in the
world. The club currently counts numerous
business and professional leaders of Living-
ston County among its numbers. I am truly
proud to be counted among these dedicated
servicemen and women.

The Brighton Rotary Club has been living
out its motto of ‘‘Service Above Self’’ since its
creation in 1936. Brighton Rotarians partici-
pate in numerous hands-on activities—includ-
ing Christmas in April, Shots for Tots, Ringing
the Bell for the Salvation Army, and additional
one-on-one activities. The club also supports
numerous groups and agencies with financial
support. These groups include Lacasa, Wom-
en’s Resource Center, Brighton Boy Scout
Troop 350, Catholic Social Services, the
Brighton Senior Center, the Hartland Senior
Center, and several students attending Michi-

gan colleges and universities. Major fund-
raisers include the Brighton Rotary Auction,
The Great Duck Race, and the Holiday Con-
cert.

The club is particularly supportive of pro-
grams for youth which stress development of
leadership skills and community service. The
club has initiated the Interact Club in Brighton
High School, currently 75 members, sends
students to Girls State and Boys State, and is
sending 10 students to the Rotary Youth
Leadership Awards [RYLA] conference in On-
tario, Canada. International efforts include eye
glasses projects in Mexico and the Caribbean,
a sanitary facilities project in India, and ongo-
ing support of the Polio Plus project to inter-
nationally eradicate polio and other childhood
diseases by the year 2000.

The Brighton Rotary Club has repeatedly
gone above and beyond the call of duty in
helping people and organizations within Living-
ston County. I ask the other members of the
U.S. Congress to join me in recognizing its 60
years of outstanding service and wishing it
many more years of continued success.
f
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HON. RICK LAZIO
OF NEW YORK
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Mr. LAZIO of New York. Mr. Speaker, today,
I wish to recognize the award-winning stu-
dents of Ms. Gloria Sesso’s class at Half Hol-
low Hills High School East in Dix Hills, NY.
From April 27 to April 29, 1996, these out-
standing Long Island students competed
against teams from every State in the Nation
in the ‘‘We the People * * * The Citizen and
the Constitution’’ Program. The team earned
the distinction of representing New York at the
national finals in our Nation’s Capital after win-
ning competitions at local and State levels.

The dedicated team of students was award-
ed an honorable mention as one of the com-
petition’s top 10 finalists. The members of the
Half Hollow Hills team are: Taryn Brill, Sidney
Change, Pei-Sze Cheng, Lauren Chernick,
Jodi Citrin, Adiya Dixon, Judy Fong, Micole
Hamburger, Hamilton Hayashi, Lora Hock,
Jenny Jaung, Michael Kesden, Brian Kinney,
Jaime Kleinman, Duane Koh, Juna Kollmeier,
Jessica Lepler, Ayodeji Marquis, Douglas
McVey, Howard Newman, Benjamin Oren,
Mark Palmeri, Craig Rosenbaum, Amy Rosen-
berg, Sherry Sandler, Melissa Scharoun,
David Scheine, Kristine Schmidt, Brett Sher-
man, Marcie Silver, Matthew Teicher, Lauren
Wagner, Jaret Weber, Matthew Wurst, Carin
Zelkowitz. The students were coached and
greatly assisted by their teacher, Ms. Sesso,
as well as Stephen Schechter, the State coor-
dinator, and Steve Waldman, the district coor-
dinator. The great success of this team is a
tribute to all of the time and effort they put into
learning about the Constitution.

The ‘‘We the People * * * The Citizen and
the Constitution’’ Program is designed to pro-
vide students with a greater understanding of
the Constitution and the rights and responsibil-
ities of American citizens. For the past 9
years, the program has helped educate 22
million students at all levels.

During this year’s competition, students par-
ticipated in simulated congressional hearings
where they were asked questions to dem-
onstrate their knowledge of the history, values,
and application of the Constitution. Their oral
presentations were evaluated by a panel of
judges that included Government leaders, law-
yers, and constitutional experts.

I am very proud of the success this Dix Hills
team has achieved, and wish them great suc-
cess and personal satisfaction in the future.

f
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Mr. EDWARDS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
congratulate Col. John C. Meyer, Jr., on his
retirement from the U.S. Air Force after 24
years of service to our country.

Colonel Meyer is currently the chief of the
Weapons and Nuclear Deterrence Require-
ments Division, Directorate of Operational Re-
quirements, Headquarters U.S. Air Force,
Washington, DC. As chief, he has overseen
the requirements development for all of the Air
Force’s air-delivered munitions and for the
maintenance and modernization of the Na-
tion’s ICBM force.

Colonel Meyer has served our country with
distinction. His decorations include the Legion
of Merit, Meritorious Service Medal with five
devices, the Air Medal, the Aerial Achievement
Medal with one device, the Air Force Com-
mendation Medal with one device, and the
Combat Readiness Medal with four devices.

Mr. Speaker, on June 7, 1996, Colonel
Meyer will retire from the U.S. Air Force. On
behalf of this body of legislators, I would like
to congratulate Col. John C. Meyer, Jr., on his
retirement and thank him for his selfless serv-
ice to his country.

f

A TRIBUTE TO DR. ARTHUR
MAYER ON HIS RETIREMENT

HON. CALVIN M. DOOLEY
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 6, 1996

Mr. DOOLEY of California. Mr. Speaker, I
rise before my colleagues today to recognize
a dedicated educator form my district, Dr. Ar-
thur Mayer, on the occasion of his retirement.

During my lifelong residence in Hanford, I
have known few people more dedicated to the
improvement of our schools than Dr. Mayer.
Arriving in Hanford in 1979, he served as su-
perintendent of Hanford Elementary School
District until 1986. These were years of
growth, and Dr. Mayer’s leadership played an
important role in improving the quality of Han-
ford Elementary schools.

But it was at Hanford Joint Union High
School District that Dr. Mayer has made per-
haps his greatest impact. Starting as super-
intendent in 1986, he embarked on initiatives
to improve school facilities, establish new
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management systems, restructure the curricu-
lum, and set up an academy system that im-
proved the interaction among the staff and the
students.

Because of these efforts, Hanford High
School has been at the forefront of the re-
structuring efforts at the State and national
levels, and has received several State and na-
tional recognitions.

These efforts have paid off at the level that
counts the most: student achievement. When
Dr. Mayer started at the high school district,
student test scores were in the lowest 25th
percentile among State schools. Now, after 10
years of Dr. Mayer’s leadership, the student
scores are in the top 30th percentile. Knowing
Dr. Mayer, I am sure this accomplishment is
the one that he is the most proud of.

I understand that although Dr. Mayer is retir-
ing, he intends to remain involved in education
continuing to teach college education courses.
I, for one, certainly hope he does so—tomor-
row’s educators have a lot to learn from this
distinguished superintendent.

I ask my colleagues to join me in honoring
a dedicated educator, who has always put the
concerns of the children first, by congratulating
Dr. Arthur Mayer on his retirement.
f

POSTURING ON ABORTION

HON. MARTIN T. MEEHAN
OF MASSACHUSETTS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 6, 1996

Mr. MEEHAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise to ask for
unanimous consent to insert Father Robert F.
Drinan’s opinion editorial ‘‘Posturing on Abor-
tion,’’ the New York Times, June 4, 1996 into
the RECORD. Father Drinan, a Jesuit priest, is
also a professor at the Georgetown University
Law Center and a former Representative from
Massachusetts.

I applaud Father Drinan for standing up in
support of a goal that both Democrats and Re-
publicans should agree to—limiting the num-
ber of abortions in the United States. Father
Drinan rightly argues that Congress and the
President should move away from partisan
grandstanding on abortion issues and work to-
gether to protect women’s reproductive health.

As a Catholic, I would like to thank Father
Drinan for publicly opposing the so-called par-
tial birth abortion ban. It was incredibly difficult
for me to vote against this bill. Yet as Father
Drinan noted, Congress should be focusing on
reducing the number of abortions, not postur-
ing on issues that do not allow doctors to
safeguard women’s health or protect those un-
fortunate victims of incest and rape.

POSTURING ON ABORTION

(By Robert F. Drinan)
WASHINGTON.—The indignant voices of the

pro-life movement and the Republication
Party will likely reach new decibels in the
campaign to urge Congress to override Presi-
dent Clinton’s veto of the bill banning so-
called partial-birth abortions. But Congress
should sustain the veto. The bill does not
provide an exception for women whose
health is at risk, and it would be virtually
unenforceable.

I write this as a Jesuit priest who agrees
with Vatican II, which said abortion is vir-
tually infanticide, and as a lawyer who
wants the Clinton Administration to do
more to carry out its pledge to make abor-
tions rare in this country.

The bill the President vetoed would not re-
duce the number of abortions, but would
allow Federal power to intrude into the prac-
tice of medicine in an unprecedented way. It
would also detract from the urgent need to
decrease abortions, especially among unwed
teen-agers.

The Partial-Birth Abortion Ban Act passed
the House by 286 to 129, and 290 votes are re-
quired to override the veto. It cleared the
Senate by 54 to 44; though it seems unlikely
that 13 of the 44 votes would change, all bets
are off in an election year.

More than 95 percent of all abortions take
place before 15 weeks. Only about one-half of
1 percent take place at or after 20 weeks. If
a woman has carried a child for five months,
it is extremely unlikely that she will want
an abortion.

The three procedures available for later
abortions are complicated and can be dan-
gerous. The vetoed bill would have
criminalized only one—a technique called di-
lation and extraction—that medical experts
say is the safest of the three. The bill calls
this procedure a ‘‘partial birth,’’ a term that
experts reject as a misnomer. Indeed, the
American College of Obstetricians and Gyne-
cologists supported the veto.

President Clinton said he would sign a bill
regulating late-term abortions if it provided
an exception for women whose health might
be at risk if they did not have the procedure.
As the bill stands, the abortion would be al-
lowed only if a woman might die without it.
Mr. Clinton is serious. as Governor of Arkan-
sas, he signed a bill prohibiting late abor-
tions except for minors impregnated by rape
or incest or when the woman’s life or health
is endangered.

In any case, a conviction would be difficult
to obtain if the bill became law. Legal ex-
perts say that doctors could argue that the
language was too vague for a measure that
imposed criminal sanctions. And juries
might be reluctant to convict a doctor who
aborted a fetus that was likely to be still-
born or in cases where the woman’s health or
ability to have children was in jeopardy.

The bill would also sanction intrusive en-
forcement by requiring Federal officials to
keep informed about doctors who performed
late-term abortions. The F.B.I. would be au-
thorized to tell nurses and health aides that
they had a duty to tell officials about illegal
late abortions.

If Congress were serious about getting a
law on the books limiting late abortions, it
would include the woman’s health as jus-
tification for the late-term procedure. But it
seems more intent on using Mr. Clinton’s
veto as a political weapon. This will poison
the campaign and inhibit a larger discussion
about real strategies to reduce abortions.

f

U.S. ARMY CECOM RECEIVES 1996
QUALITY IMPROVEMENT PROTO-
TYPE AWARD

HON. FRANK PALLONE, JR.
OF NEW JERSEY
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Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I rise to con-
gratulate the U.S. Army Communications-Elec-
tronics Command [CECOM], Logistics and
Readiness Center in receiving the 1996 Qual-
ity Improvement Prototype [QIP] Award for the
President’s Quality Award [PQA] Program.
This is truly a great accomplishment and re-
flection of the dedicated and professional staff
employed at the CECOM Logistics and Readi-
ness Center, at Fort Monmouth, NJ. It is,

moreover, a deserved recognition of the cen-
ter’s quality accomplishments and team-work
in the fields of communications and elec-
tronics.

Mr. Speaker, the work done by the people
at CECOM’s Logistics and Readiness Center
is not an easy undertaking, and the signifi-
cance of winning the QIP cannot be under-
scored enough. Despite the demands placed
on the shoulders of those tasked with main-
taining the U.S. Army’s communications and
electronics equipment, the Logistics and
Readiness Center, year-in-and-year-out, runs
a well-planned system that spans all levels of
the organization—the true hallmark of a first-
class, quality-managed operation. The panel
of judges responsible for designating the re-
cipient, which is comprised of representatives
from both the Federal government and the pri-
vate sector, conducted a rigorous selection
process. And as the quality and number of the
other organizations vying for this prestigious
award indicates, the competition was keen. In
short—as is evidenced by the list of previous
recipients of the QIP—to win this award is to
be designated as among the best America has
to offer.

In closing, I once again commend the peo-
ple of the CECOM Logistics and Readiness
Center for their efforts. By winning the 1996
Quality Improvement Prototype Award, the
center has undeniably established itself as a
model of excellence for all to follow. I con-
gratulate the hardworking people of the
CECOM Logistics and Readiness Center for a
job well done.
f

A TRIBUTE TO THE BROOKHAVEN
FIREFIGHTER’S MUSEUM

HON. MICHAEL P. FORBES
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 6, 1996

Mr. FORBES. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
pay tribute to the Brookhaven Volunteer Fire-
fighters Museum and to the founders of this
wondrous historical preserve, dedicated to the
heroic tradition of volunteer firefighting in the
Town of Brookhaven, Long Island. These de-
voted men and women turned their collective
dream into a poignant legacy of the history of
volunteerism in Brookhaven’s 38 fire depart-
ments.

Officially dedicated on Saturday, May 25,
1996, the Brookhaven Volunteer Firefighters
Museum is a wonderfully fitting tribute to the
generations of heroic volunteers who, time
and again, answered the call for help and self-
lessly put themselves in harms way to protect
their neighbors and communities. Within the
walls of this 100-year-old former fire house is
an impressive storehouse of memorabilia and
apparatus, historical photos and old news-
papers clippings from the earliest days of or-
ganized firefighting. Included in the museum’s
collection are eight antique firetrucks, an origi-
nal 1890 Hook and Ladder cart from the
Bellport Fire Department and a century-old
portable fire extinguisher donated by the
Brookhaven Town Highway Department.
There is also an amazing array of original fire
shields, nozzles, hoses, and alarm bells.

But more than just a dusty collection of anti-
quated equipment, this museum shelters with-
in its walls the memories of heroic deeds, of
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