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We have seen a number of different
initiatives designed to bring peace to
troubled regions, such as Bosnia-
Herzegovina, Northern Ireland, Cyprus,
and the Middle East. However, the Ad-
ministration needs to demonstrate our
nation’s strong interest in bringing the
violence in Kurdistan and Nagorno-
Karabagh to an end. The sale of 120
ATACMs moves our nation in the
wrong direction and could further fuel
the war and destruction in both re-
gions.

Though the Administration has an-
nounced it intends to pursue the sale, I
make one last plea to urge it to recon-
sider its decision. If the Administra-
tion intends to complete the sale, I
would urge at the very least that it im-
pose a few basic conditions. In short, if
these missiles are for national self-de-
fense, the sale should be conditioned
solely for that purpose. More to the
point, the missiles should not be placed
so as to pose a threat to the people of
Greece and Cyprus. Further, the Turk-
ish government should promise that
none of the missiles be transferred to
Azerbaijan. And finally, the missiles
should not be used to prolong the vio-
lence in Kurdistan. The Clinton Admin-
istration at the very least should insist
on these conditions at the very least.
The Clinton Administration also
should make clear that failure to abide
by these conditions could undermine
future economic and military assist-
ance.

Again I believe this sale to be bad
policy. It is a mistake. However, if the
Administration intends to pursue this
sale, it should at the very least make
clear that this nation insists on this
equipment being strictly limited to
self-defense. If we are going to be
forced swallow this very bitter bill, the
Administration should try to make it
less bitter.

I ask unanimous consent that the
text of the letter to Secretary Chris-
topher be printed in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the letter
was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

U.S. SENATE,
Washington, DC, December 18, 1995.
Hon. WARREN M. CHRISTOPHER,
Secretary of State,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SECRETARY: We are writing to
express our strong opposition to the Clinton
Administration’s proposed sale of 120 army
tactical surface-to-surface missiles
(ATACMS) to Turkey.

As you well know, for more than a decade
the Turkish government has waged a brutal
war against the Kurdish people. According to
recent data from Human Rights Watch
(HRW), the conflict has resulted in 19,000
military and civilian dead, 2,000 villages de-
stroyed and more than 2 million being forced
from their homes.

What concerns us deeply is the use of
American-made military equipment to com-
mit these atrocities and to prolong the war
against the Kurdish people. Specifically, it
has been reported that in 29 incidents from
1992 and 1995, the Turkish Army has used
U.S.-supplied fighter-bombers and heli-
copters to attack and fire against civilian
villages and targets. Further, U.S. and
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NATO-supplied small arms and armored per-
sonnel carriers have been used in a counter-
insurgency campaign against thousands of
Kurdish villages.

The Kurds are not the only ones to have
been subjected to attack with U.S. or NATO
equipment from Turkey. Indeed, the record
of the last twenty years is disturbing. Most
notably, the Turkish military used NATO
military hardware when it invaded and occu-
pied the now-divided island of Cyprus. Fur-
ther, Turkey has transferred US and NATO
weapons to Azerbaijan, where they have been
used against civilian Armenians residing in
Nagorno-Karabagh.

In the face of this history, the President
now wishes to supply the Turkish Army with
120 ATACMS, each of which is capable of car-
rying a warhead payload of 950 small cluster
bombs. With these weapons, the Turkish
Army has the capability to launch a horren-
dous ballistic missile attack on the Kurdish
people. The results would be equally dis-
turbing if any of these missiles ended up in
the hands of the Azeris, or were deployed
within range of either Cyprus or Greece.

Mr. Secretary, the Clinton Administration
has taken a great interest in achieving peace
in troubled regions, such as Bosnia-
Herzegovina, Northern Ireland, Cyprus, and
the Middle East. However, the Administra-
tion needs to demonstrate our nation’s
strong interest in bringing the violence in
Kurdistan and Nagorno-Karabagh to an end.
By arming Turkey with 120 ATACMS, we
would send the opposite message and further
fuel destruction in both regions.

The time has come for the United States to
take a stand for peace throughout the entire
Middle East. For that reason, we urge the
Clinton Administration to reconsider its pro-
posed sale of tactical surface-to-surface mis-
siles to Turkey.

Thank you for your attention to this im-
portant issue.

Sincerely,
LARRY PRESSLER.
ALFONSE M. D’AMATO.

———

THE BAD DEBT BOXSCORE

Mr. HELMS. Madam President, al-
most 4 years ago I commenced these
daily reports to the Senate to make a
matter of record the exact Federal debt
as of close of business the previous day.

In that report—February 27, 1992—the
Federal debt stood at
$3,825,891,293,066.80, as of close of busi-
ness the previous day. The point is, the
Federal debt has increased by
$1,163,199,095,296.10 since February 26,
1992.

As of the close of business Tuesday,
December 19, the Federal debt stood at
exactly $4,989,090,388,362.90. On a per
capita basis, every man, woman, and
child in America owes $18,938.67 as his
or her share of the Federal debt.

———

THE RETIREMENT OF COL. FRANK
K. HURD, JR.

Mr. THURMOND, Madam President, I
rise today to recognize the retirement
of Col. Frank K. Hurd, Jr., from the
U.S. Army. Colonel Hurd has served his
country for over 26 years. He was an
outstanding soldier and a dedicated
Chief of the Army Liaison Office to the
U.S. Senate, a position he has held for
the past 3 years.

Colonel Hurd was commissioned as a
second lieutenant of Armor through
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the Army Reserve Officer Training
Corps upon graduation from Mercer
University in his home State of Geor-
gia. During his distinguished career, he
served in a number of leadership as-
signments that took him to Korea; Bad
Kissingen, Germany, where he com-
manded cavalry troops; Athens, Geor-
gia, where he was an assistant pro-
fessor of military science; and to Bam-
berg, Germany, where he commanded
the 2d Squadron, 2d Armored Cavalry
Regiment.

Colonel Hurd has succeeded admi-
rably in his role of representing the
Army’s interests on Capitol Hill and
acting as a liaison between the Depart-
ment of the Army and the Senate. He
has always been prompt, responsive,
and sensitive to the needs of members
and staff for up-to-date, complete, and
accurate information.

As Chairman of the Senate Armed
Services Committee, I am pleased to
offer him my congratulations on a dis-
tinguished career, and I wish him and
his family good health and happiness in
the years ahead.

—————

THE YORKTOWN AND MONROE
COUNTY HIGH SCHOOLS CUL-
TURAL EXCHANGE PROGRAM:
UNDERSTANDING AND APPRE-
CIATING CULTURAL DIVERSITY
BY BRIDGING THE MILES

Mr. HEFLIN. Madam President, over
3 years ago, in September 1992, teacher
Susan Ross of Yorktown High School
in Yorktown Heights, NY, contacted
my office to inform me of a wonderful
new project which she had recently de-
veloped for her ninth grade students.
She had just organized a cultural ex-
change program between her students
and the students of Monroe County
High School in Monroeville, AL. As
part of the program, she wanted to get
my recollections of what is was like
growing up in Alabama and in the
South.

Yorktown Heights is located about a
half-hour’s drive from New York City
in a rural area surrounded by farming
towns. Monroeville is the hometown of
writer Harper Lee and was the model
for the fictional town of Macomb in her
Pulitzer Prize winning novel ‘“To Kill a
Mockingbird.”” The courthouse in Mon-
roeville actually served as part of the
set for the Academy Award-winning
film version.

This classic novel, which Ms. Ross
has taught her classes off and on for 26
years, proved to be the catalyst for her
program. One year, while reviewing the
books that she would use in her class
for the upcoming school term, she real-
ized, in her words: ‘I was teaching a
book about a culture I knew nothing
about, and I was possibly doing a dis-
service to it. To understand the issue
from the character’s point of view, you
need to go to the source, so I did.”

Going to the source meant first ap-
proaching her counterparts in Monroe-
ville. First, she contacted Monroe
County High School Principal Pat
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Patterson, who put her in touch with
Paralee Broughton, a 9th and 10th
grade teacher at the high school. Ms.
Broughton told Susan that since ‘“To
Kill a Mockingbird’” would serve as the
central link between the two schools,
she should get in touch with Mrs.
Sarah Dyess, whose eighth-grade stu-
dents were reading the book.

With the help of Ms. Broughton, Mrs.
Dyess, and other teachers, educators,
and administrators in Monroeville, Ms.
Ross established a truly unique and
stimulating cultural exchange program
which she hoped would teach respect
for each other’s cultural differences
and individuality and give students an
understanding of basic universal
human rights that are vital to demo-
cratic society. The project came to be
known as Understanding and Appre-
ciating Cultural Diversity, and was to
help create cultural awareness and un-
derstanding through letters, tapes, pic-
tures, and interviews. As part of the
program, Ms. Ross’ students would cre-
ate all these materials and exchange
them with students from the other
school. The program is special because
it was the first time that a project of
this nature and scope had been done be-
tween any schools from the North and
South.

Ms. Ross had high hopes for her pro-
gram, the key to which was over-
coming stereotypes. It was not to be
simply a pen-pal correspondence exer-
cise. Instead, each class was to commu-
nicate with the other class as a group,
each serving as a microcosm of its
community. To get the exchange un-
derway, the students at Yorktown
compiled a written and visual profile of
their community, including its history
and information gathered through
interviews with local officials. They
provided an analysis of the town’s
transportation, entertainment, and
shopping facilities.

The Alabama students, under the
guidance of their teacher Mrs. Dyess,
compiled a videotape of their commu-
nity which they sent to their friends in
New York. Monroeville sent Yorktown
an autographed copy of “To Kill a
Mockingbird,” while Yorktown in turn
sent Monroeville books set in the Hud-
son Valley, including Washington
Irving’s ‘““The Legend of Sleepy Hol-
low.”

Their teacher watched as the stu-
dents’ misconceptions began to crum-
ble. She saw lackadaisical youngsters
grow interested in reading when they
began believing that the South was a
real and multidimensional place. They
learned that there are many different
Souths, just as there are Norths, and
both groups learned that it is dan-
gerous to generalize about any region.

While learning of each others’ dif-
ferences, the exchange also made obvi-
ous the similarities between Yorktown
Heights and Monroeville. Both are a
mix of suburban and small town. Both
have many working farms in the com-
munity. The two schools are about the
same size, 900 or so students. In both
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places, the school is a vital link in the
community and there are strong family
values present.

The program has had its lighthearted
movements along the way. Yorktown
students were surprised to discover
upon receiving a copy of Monroe Coun-
ty’s yearbook that the students did not
wear overalls. On the other side of the
connection, one Yorktown student,
Guy Gentile, was surprised to be asked
by one of his Monroeville counterparts
“If I walk out the street—in York-
town—will I be shot?”’

Soon, other schools learned of Ms.
Ross’ innovative program and ex-
pressed an interest in becoming in-
volved. Her students eventually began
an exchange with a school in Louisiana
to gain a better understanding and
awareness of the influence of French
culture on the United States. On No-
vember 14 of this year, Ms. Ross called
to let me know that two of her current
students were visiting Monroeville as
part of the Bridging the Miles program,
as it is now called.

Overall, the program has served as a
bridge for students who would other-
wise depend on often inaccurate and
shallow media stereotypes. Ms. Ross
said that a typical Yorktown student’s
opinions of Southerners were formed
by movies such as ‘“My Cousin Vinny”’
and television shows like ‘‘“The Beverly
Hillbillies.”” The students were sur-
prised to learn of the extent to which
the racial climate in the South has
changed since the 1930’s, when ‘‘To Kill
a Mockingbird” was set. They had not
expected students who were so open
about race and who participated in
school activities together regardless of
race.

In Monroeville, the students realized
we have a tendency to cluster everyone
in one stereotypical unit and mark
them as being nondescript people. The
sharing of poetry and letters has given
the students a whole new perspective
on the relationship between North and
South.

The program begun by Ms. Ross has
gained a great amount of attention all
over the country, having been
spotlighted by The New York Times,
Atlanta Journal-Constitution, and the
CBS television network. So far, most of
its funding has come directly from Ms.
Ross; this is how strongly she believes
in what she is doing. Hopefully, the
program will continue to expand and
promote further understanding among
the many diverse areas of the United
States.

Just as programs such as the one be-
tween Yorktown and Monroeville dem-
onstrate that it is wrong to generalize
and stereotype about regions of the
country, the energy, drive, and exam-
ple of Susan Ross prove that it is also
harmful to generalize about the health
of our public schools and the commit-
ment of public school teachers. I con-
gratulate her for her broad-mindedness
and innovativeness in educating young
people.

It is my hope that others interested
in ways of improving American edu-
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cation will see the great benefits that
can be realized through projects such
as this. One thing that makes us
unique as Americans is our diverse cul-
tural heritages that bind us together
even as we maintain our regionally dis-
tinct traditions and customs. We tend
to think of exchange programs only in
terms of those between citizens of dif-
ferent nations, and these are indeed
important and valuable tools for learn-
ing about our world. But as Ms. Ross
and students of Yorktown High School
and their counterparts at Monroe
County High School have dem-
onstrated, we have so much to draw
from different regions within the
United States itself that it is not nec-
essary to go out of our own country to
experience a cultural exchange. I com-
mend her and wish her every continued
success for her programs.

———

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT

Messages from the President of the
United States were communicated to
the Senate by Mr. Kalbaugh, one of his
secretaries.

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED

As in executive session the Presiding
Officer laid before the Senate messages
from the President of the TUnited
States submitting a withdrawal and
sundry nominations which were re-
ferred to the appropriate committees.

(The nominations received today are
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.)

————

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED

At 12:10 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Ms. Goetz, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the Speaker has signed
the following enrolled bills:

H.R. 395. An act to designate the United
States courthouse and Federal building to be
constructed at the southeastern corner of
Liberty and South Virginia Streets in Reno,
Nevada, as the ‘“‘Bruce R. Thompson United
States Courthouse and Federal Building.”

S. 369. An act to designate the Federal
Courthouse in Decatur, Alabama, as the
“Seybourn H. Lynne Federal Courthouse,”
and for other purposes.

S. 9656. An act to designate the United
States Courthouse for the Eastern District of
Virginia in Alexandria, Virginia, as the ‘‘Al-
bert V. Bryan United States Courthouse.”’

S. 1465. An act to extend au pair programs.

The enrolled bills were signed subse-
quently by the President pro tempore
[Mr. THURMOND].

———

MEASURES PLACED ON THE
CALENDAR

The following measure was read the
second time and placed on the cal-
endar:

H.J. Res. 132. Joint resolution affirming
that budget negotiations shall be based on
the most recent technical and economic as-
sumptions of the Congressional Budget Of-
fice and shall achieve a balanced budget by
fiscal year 2002 based on those assumptions.
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