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The Senate met at 9 a.m., on the ex-
piration of the recess, and was called to
order by the President pro tempore
[Mr. THURMOND].

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Lloyd John
Ogilvie, offered the following prayer:

Almighty God, our day is filled with
challenges and decisions. In the quiet
of this magnificent moment of con-
versation with You we dedicate this
day. We want to live it to Your glory.

We praise You that it is Your desire
to give Your presence and blessings to
those who ask You. You give strength
and power to Your people when we seek
You above anything else. You guide the
humble and teach them Your way. Help
us to humble ourselves as we begin this
day so that no self-serving agenda or
self-aggrandizing attitude will block
Your blessings to us or to our Nation
through us. Speak to us so that we may
speak with both the tenor of Your
truth and the tone of Your grace.

Make us maximum by Your Spirit for
the demanding responsibilities and re-
lationships of this day. We say with the
Psalmist, ““God, be merciful to us and
bless us, and cause Your face to shine
upon us, that Your way may be known
on earth, Your salvation among the na-
tions.”—Psalm 67:1-2. Amen.

——————

RECOGNITION OF THE ACTING
MAJORITY LEADER

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The
acting majority leader is recognized.
Mr. LOTT. Thank you, Mr. President.

———

SCHEDULE

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, this morn-
ing the leader time has been reserved
and the Senate will resume consider-
ation of S. 1026, the Department of De-
fense authorization bill. Under the
order, Senator DORGAN is to be recog-
nized to offer an amendment regarding
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the national missiles defense. That
amendment is limited to a 90-minute
time limitation. Therefore, Senators
may anticipate a rollcall vote at ap-
proximately at 10:30 a.m. if all debate
time is used. Additional rollcall votes
are expected throughout the day today
and the Senate is expected to remain in
session into the evening.

I yield the floor, Mr. President, so
that Senator DORGAN and others might
be recognized.

NATIONAL DEFENSE AUTHORIZA-
TION ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR 1996

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
ASHCROFT). Under the previous order,
the Senate will now resume consider-
ation of S. 1026, which the clerk will re-
port.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A bill (S. 1026) to authorize appropriations
for fiscal year 1996 for military activities of
the Department of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of the
Department of Energy, to prescribe per-
sonnel strengths for such fiscal year for the
Armed Forces, and for other purposes.

The Senate resumed consideration of
the bill.

Mr. EXON addressed the Chair.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senator from
North Dakota [Mr. DORGAN] is recog-
nized to offer an amendment on which
there shall be 90 minutes for debate
equally divided.

Mr. EXON. Mr. President, may I in-
quire of the Senator from North Da-
kota? The Senator from Nebraska has
been attempting to make an opening
statement with regard to the measure
before us. I am wondering, after the
Senator from North Dakota has made
the presentation under the unanimous-
consent agreement, if both sides would
agree to the Senator from Nebraska
having 10 minutes for an opening state-
ment on the overall measure without
being charged to the time under the

control by the majority or the minor-
ity.

Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, if I
might respond to the Senator from Ne-
braska, I have no objection. But my
understanding is that the 9 to 10:30
time period for this amendment would
result in a vote at 10:30, and there are
some leadership obligations that re-
quire that vote to occur at 10:30, and by
unanimous consent we have limited de-
bate to an hour and a half, 45 minutes
to each side, on the amendment.

It might be the case that the Senator
should give an opening presentation
immediately after the vote at 10:30.

Mr. EXON. I thank the Senator. That
does not happen to agree with the
schedule of the Senator from Nebraska.
But I will try again.

Thank you very much, Mr. President.

Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, I might
say that I have no objection. But my
understanding is that the 10:30 vote
must occur at 10:30 because of some
leadership obligations by previous
agreement.

PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR

Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that Robert Rus-
sell, a fellow on detail from the Depart-
ment of Energy, be allowed floor privi-
leges during the debate of S. 1026.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

AMENDMENT NO. 2087
(Purpose: To reduce the amount authorized
to be appropriated under Title II for na-
tional missile defense)

Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, I send
an amendment to the desk and ask for
its immediate consideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

The Senator from North Dakota [Mr. DOR-
GAN], for himself, Mr. BRADLEY, Mr. LEAHY,
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Mr. BINGAMAN, Mr. FEINGOLD, and Mr. BUMP-
ERS, proposes an amendment numbered 2087.
Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that reading of the
amendment be dispensed with.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The amendment is as follows:

On page 32, strike out line 14 and insert in
lieu thereof the following‘ ‘$9,233,148,000, of
which—

““(A) not more than $357,900,000 is author-
ized to implement the national missile de-
fense policy established in section 233(2);”.

Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, we have
by unanimous consent a time agree-
ment on this amendment, I understand
45 minutes to each side. I yield myself
such time as I may consume.

Mr. President, let me begin to de-
scribe this amendment. It is painfully
simple. There was $300 million added to
the defense authorization bill by the
Armed Services Committee for some-
thing that this country does not need
and that the Secretary of Defense says
he does not want. The proposal that I
lay before the Senate is to take the
$300 million back out.

This, it seems to me, is a very sym-
bolic issue. The $300 million is to build
a national missile defense system with
instructions it be done on a priority or
accelerated basis so that the deploy-
ment begins in 1999. Some said yester-
day, well, this has nothing to do with
star wars. And, of course, that is not
true at all. This is, in fact, national
missile defense, which includes a star
wars component. It is the building of
missiles in order to create some sort of
astrodome over our country to block
incoming intercontinental ballistic
missiles.

It is the revival of a proposal offered
in the early 1980’s by then President
Ronald Reagan. Of course, times were
different then. The Soviet Union ex-
isted. We had a cold war that was in
full force. We had an active adversary
and a real threat. Times have changed.
Now we have the dismantling and de-
struction of intercontinental ballistic
missiles in Russia. And, paradoxically,
we are helping pay the bill to destroy
those missiles.

It is an irony that does not escape me
this morning that the same people who
proposed $300 million in additional
spending this year as part of what will
eventually be a $48 billion new project
are also saying they want to cut back
on our contribution to help the Soviets
dismantle and destroy their interconti-
nental ballistic missiles. If ever there
is a disconnection, it seems to me it is
in that logic.

To call this $300 million—or what
eventually will be a $40 billion pro-
gram—*‘pork” is I think unfair to pigs.
Hogs carry around a little meat. This
in my judgment is pure, unadulterated
lard.

I want to describe this proposal in
the context of what the Secretary of
Defense has said. I am reading from a
letter from the Secretary to Senator
NUNN:
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This bill will direct the development for
deployment by 2003 [incidentally, the early
deployment by 1999] of a multiple site sys-
tem for national missile defense that, if de-
ployed, would be a clear violation of the
ABM Treaty. The bill would severely strain
U.S.-Russian relations and would threaten
continued Russian implementation of the
START I Treaty and further Russian consid-
eration of the START II Treaty. These two
treaties will eliminate strategic launchers
carrying two-thirds of the nuclear warheads
that confronted the Nation during the cold
war.

That is a statement of current ad-
ministration policy.

S. 1026 would authorize appropriations for
defense programs that exceed by approxi-
mately $7 billion the administration’s FY
1996 request.

A $7 billion increase, this from folks
who say they are opposed to the Fed-
eral deficit.

Here is what the committee says:

The committee recognizes that deploying a
multiple site NMD system by 2003 will re-
quire significant investments in the out-
years.

And, incidentally, the Congressional
Budget Office says anywhere from $30
to $40 Dbillion. But the committee
avoids the issue. The committee:

. . . directs the Secretary of Defense to
budget accordingly.

This is very interesting. The Armed
Services Committee says we are going
to build this. Here is $300 million you
do not want to build something we do
not need, and it is going to cost $48 bil-
lion, and we say to you, Mr. Secretary
of Defense, ‘‘budget accordingly.”’

It does not say where he should get
the money. It does not say they are
going to raise taxes to pay for it. It
says to the Secretary of Defense, budg-
et accordingly.

Well, we all understand what that
means. That means that the warriors
who fight so hard rhetorically to re-
duce the Federal budget deficit are now
wallflowers who decide they want to
use the taxpayers’ credit card to go out
and purchase a $48 billion national bal-
listic missile program that this coun-
try does not need and cannot afford.

It seems to me we ought to ask two
questions about these kinds of pro-
posals when they come to us. One is, do
we need it? And the second is, can we
afford it?

On the first question, do we need it,
do we need the $300 million added to
this budget, the Secretary of Defense
says no.

Can we afford it? Even if we do not
need it, can we afford it? Does anybody
in this room, living in a country that is
up to its neck in debt, with annual
yearly deficits that are still alarming
and a Federal debt approaching $5 tril-
lion, believe we can afford something
we do not need?

I am going to talk some about the
system itself, but first I wish to talk
about the irony of being here in the
Chamber at a time when we are told re-
peatedly, week after week after week,
that we do not have enough money. We
are told we do not have enough money
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to fully fund the programs to be able to
send kids to college. So we are going to
budget in a way that is going to make
it harder for families to send their kids
to college because we have to tighten
our belt. We are told that we cannot af-
ford to provide an entitlement that a
poor child should have a hot lunch at
school in the middle of the day because
we must tighten our belt. We are told
health care is too expensive and so we
must cut $270 billion from Medicare
and a substantial amount from Med-
icaid because we must tighten our belt.

So for the American family, the mes-
sage is tighten your belt on things like
education, health care, nutrition. But
when it comes to security, we are told
it is not time to tighten our belt; let us
get the wish lists out and let us get the
American taxpayers’ checkbook out—
or the credit card more likely—and let
us decide to build a project that the
Secretary of Defense says he does not
want money for at this point.

Let me talk about the project itself.

This bill provides research and devel-
opment funds in order to accelerate the
deployment of a national missile de-
fense system. The administration re-
quested $371 million for its ongoing re-
search and development program. The
Armed Services Committee says that is
not good enough for us. The committee
wants $300 million more added to the
request because it wants to deploy the
system in four years. The committee is
telling the Defense Department to
build it. They are saying that it does
not matter to us what you think; it
does not matter to us whether you
think we need it. We insist you build
it.

I come from a State where the only
antiballistic missile system in the free
world was built. It was built in the late
1960’s and early 1970’s. Less than 30
days after it was declared operational,
it was mothballed. In other words, in
the same month that it was declared
fully operational it was also
mothballed.

It is anticipated, because of our Na-
tion’s geography, that one of the sites
in a multiple site national missile de-
fense system would be in North Da-
kota. There would likely be one North
Dakota site. And I suppose some would
say, well, that means jobs in your
State; you ought to support this.

I do not think it makes sense to sup-
port a defense initiative of this type es-
pecially at this time in our country’s
history if you measure it with the
yardstick of a jobs program. Yes, this
might include some jobs in North Da-
kota, but it also will include the com-
mitment and the prospect of taking $40
billion from the American taxpayers to
build a project we do not need, with
money we do not have, at a time when
we are telling a lot of Americans that
we cannot make investments in human
potential for the future of this country.

There is an ancient Chinese saying:

If you are planning for a year, plant rice;
if you are planning for 10 years, plant trees;
if you are planning for 100 years, plant men.
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I take ‘“‘plant men’’ to mean ‘‘educate
your children.”

In this Chamber, we appropriately
say that we have big financial prob-
lems. We are choking on debt and must
do something about it. We have a lot of
folks who talk a lot about it, gnash
their teeth, who wring their hands, and
act like warriors on deficit reduction—
until it comes time for a bill like this.
And then they say to us, boy, we have
threats; we have threats from North
Korea; we have threats from Libya; we
have threats from Iraq.

What do those threats suggest we
should do? What we should do is, under
the aegis of reform—which is the wrong
“re” word; the real ‘‘re’”” word is not
“reform’’; it is ‘‘retread’’—is resurrect
and dust off a proposal coming from
the early 1980’s, a cold war relic to
build a national missile defense system
to put an umbrella over America to
protect against incoming missiles from
some renegade country. Far more im-
portant, in my judgment, is the threat
from a suitcase bomb somewhere; you
start worrying about a nuclear device
hauled in the trunk of a car and parked
at a dock in New York City; you start
worrying about a canister 3 inches high
of deadly biological weapons. That is
far more likely a threat to this country
than a terrorist getting ahold of an
intercontinental ballistic missile and
attempting to blackmail America.

Mr. President, I am most anxious to
hear those who defend this kind of
spending on projects that are, in my
judgment, worthless. So let me at this
point yield the floor and listen and
then respond to some of what I hear. I
hope maybe the Senate, voting on this
today, will decide that it ought not
spend $300 million we do not have on
something the Secretary of Defense
says we do not need. That would seem
to me to send a powerful signal to the
American people who in this body is se-
rious about the issue of the Federal
deficit.

Mr. President, I yield the floor and
reserve my time.

Mr. THURMOND addressed the Chair.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from South Carolina.

Mr. THURMOND. Mr. President, I
rise in strong opposition to the Dorgan
amendment. The Armed Services Com-
mittee has taken a hard look at the
ballistic missile defense programs and
concluded that an increase of $300 mil-
lion is warranted—indeed, badly need-
ed. If the United States is to ever be
defended against even the most limited
ballistic missile threats, we must begin
now.

The administration’s program for na-
tional missile defense is simply inad-
equate. And in my view, the ballistic
missile threat facing the United States
is significant and growing. This threat
clearly justifies an accelerated effort
to develop and deploy highly effective
theater and national missile defenses.
In the bill now before the Senate we
have done just this. The Missile De-
fense Act is a responsible and measured
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piece of legislation that responds to a
growing threat to American national
security.

There have been many arguments
raised in opposition to the Missile De-
fense Act of 1995. These are either false
or seriously exaggerated. Let me ad-
dress three of the main objections that
have been mentioned repeatedly.

First, the Missile Defense Act of 1995
does not signal a return to star wars. It
advocates modest and affordable pro-
grams that are technically low risk.

Second, it does not violate or advo-
cate violation of the ABM Treaty. The
means to implement the policies and
goals outlined in the Missile Defense
Act of 1995 are contained in the ABM
Treaty itself.

Finally, the policies and goals con-
tained in the Missile Defense Act of
1995 will not undermine START II or
other arms control agreements. Russia
has repeatedly agreed in the past that
deployment of a limited national mis-
sile defense system is not inconsistent
with deterrence and stability. The
United States must not allow critical
national security programs to be held
hostage to other issues when there is
no substantive or logical linkage be-
tween them.

Mr. President, I therefore would con-
clude by urging my colleagues to op-
pose the amendment by the distin-
guished Senator from North Dakota.
This amendment would undermine a
critical defense requirement and fur-
ther perpetuate the vulnerability of
the American people.

Mr. President, I yield the floor.

Mr. LOTT addressed the Chair.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Mississippi.

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, I, too, rise
in opposition to the amendment. I
would like to begin with a quote from
Secretary Perry in this general area
now, that we have entered the post-
cold war time. Secretary Perry is
quoted as saying:

The bad news is that in this era deterrence
may not provide even the cold comfort it did
during the cold war. We may be facing ter-
rorists or rogue regimes with ballistic mis-
siles and nuclear weapons at the same time
in the future. And they may not buy into our
deterrence theory. Indeed, they may be mad-
der than MAD.

MAD, mutually assured destruction.

Mr. President, I think it is unfortu-
nate that there are those who seem to
think that the American people should
not be defended against the one mili-
tary threat which holds them at risk in
their homes on a daily basis. Simply
stated, this amendment seeks to per-
petuate what many believe is truly an
American vulnerability.

Yesterday there were only five Sen-
ators who opposed a sense-of-the-Sen-
ate resolution that the American peo-
ple should be defended against acci-
dental, intentional, or limited ballistic
missile attack. Today the Senator from
North Dakota is attempting to cut $300
million from national missile defense
to ensure that American cities will in
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effect remain undefended without this
additional funding.

Senators yesterday voted in favor of
defending the American people in this
new era that we are in. So today all
Senators will have an opportunity to
demonstrate whether or not they are
serious about a national defense. If you
believe, as the Senator from North Da-
kota so honestly does, and has stated,
that the United States should not be
defended against this particular poten-
tial for ballistic missile attack, then
support the amendment. But if you be-
lieve that the time has come to get on
with national missile defense, you
should oppose this amendment.

We have heard quite a bit about how
there is no threat and how investment
in national missile defense is a waste of
money. Let us remember that more
Americans died in the Persian Gulf war
as a result of one missile than any
other single cause. I do not imagine
that the families of these victims
would view missile defense investments
as a waste.

The argument that there is no threat
to justify the deployment of a national
missile defense system I think is stra-
tegically shortsighted and technically
incorrect. Even if we get started today,
by the time we develop and deploy an
NMD system we will almost certainly
face new ballistic missile threats to
the United States. Unfortunately, it
will take almost 10 years to develop
and deploy even a limited system.

Much has been made of the intel-
ligence community’s estimate that no
new threat to the United States will
develop for 10 years. But the intel-
ligence community has confirmed that
there are numerous ways for hostile
countries to acquire intercontinental
ballistic missiles in much less than 10
years by other than indigenous devel-
opment. I would point out the same in-
telligence has also prepared a chart
that has been displayed on the Senate
floor showing the North Korean missile
programs, including the Taepo Dong II
ICBM, which DIA says could be oper-
ational in 5 years.

We see the size and the capability of
destructive ability of these various
missiles. You have got the Scud-B, the
Scud-C, the No Dong, the Taepo Dong I
and II. And these have not been tested.
But it is very capable for them to do
that, the North Koreans to do that.
And it is estimated that they could go
to this biggest one, which would be
well over the 1,000 kilometers, in 5
years or maybe less. And in developing
this system North Korea has dem-
onstrated to the world that an ICBM
capability can emerge rapidly and rel-
atively with little notice.

Nobody knows with certainty what
the range of this potential new missile
would be. But we do know that it is ap-
proximately the size of the Minuteman
ICBM.

Even if we knew with certainty that
no new threat would materialize for 10
years there would still be a strong case
for developing and deploying a national
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defense system. Developing an NMD
system would serve to deter countries
that would seek to acquire otherwise
ICBM capability. A vulnerable United
States merely invites proliferation,
blackmail, and even aggression.

It has also been argued that the ad-
ministration’s NMD program costs less
than the one proposed in the defense
authorization bill. Well, I guess that is
right. It usually does cost more to ac-
tually do something about a problem
than nothing, which is precisely what
the administration’s program will do, I
fear—mothing at all. They request
money. And they have requested al-
most $400 million this year. And yet it
is not enough to actually get the job
done. The administration’s program
has no deployment goal in sight. In ef-
fect, you know, it wastes almost $400
million per year on a program designed
never to achieve a specific end. In my
view, if we are not going to actually
deploy something we ought to take the
rest of the NMD money and spend it on
something that will defend America.

The Senator from North Dakota has
stated that the system we want to
build will cost $40 billion. But by the
administration’s own charts, it states
that it would cost less than $25 billion,
including a full space-based sensor con-
stellation. How does this compare to
the cost of the F-22, the B-2 or other
major new systems? I think it is a pret-
ty good investment relative to vir-
tually anything else that DOD is devel-
oping. What good does it do to be able
to project power overseas with modern
and sophisticated weapons if we cannot
secure our families at home? Remem-
ber what we are talking about here.

It is not an insignificant amount, an
additional $300 million approximately,
but you are talking about the cost of
three or four airplanes. You are talking
about offensive weaponry, three or four
airplanes. We can move toward the
ability to develop and deploy this sys-
tem.

One other chart I would like to refer
to with regard to the national missile
defense program. The Bottom-Up Re-
view just, I guess, 2 years ago, pro-
jected the expenditures at this level for
the national missile defense. The ad-
ministration fiscal year 1995 request
was as you see up to about, I believe it
indicated about $500 million. And then
in the fiscal year 1996 it dropped down,
and what this bill actually does is basi-
cally a very small increase over what
the administration’s fiscal year 1995 re-
quest was. So, talking about just
enough increase to move toward actual
development and the ability to deploy
within 10 years.

So this is a good-sense approach. It is
one based on what the administration
had projected in its Bottom-Up Review
and what it asked for in 1995.

For those who argue that the Senate
Armed Services Committee is throwing
money at ballistic missile defense, I
point out that the amount of this bill
for the Ballistic Missile Defense Orga-
nization is $136 million lower than the
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Clinton administration’s own Bottom-
Up Review recommended for fiscal year
1996. It is also less than the administra-
tion’s own budget forecast in last
year’s plan.

All four of the defense committees in
Congress have increased funding for
the national missile defense. In fact,
the Senate Armed Services Committee
and the Senate Defense Appropriations
Subcommittee have recommended a
smaller increase than the House com-
mittees have. The House has rec-
ommended an increase of $450 million.

In response to those who say the ad-
ministration did not request this in-
crease, I point out the Ballistic Missile
Defense Organization has made it clear
on many occasions and with the admin-
istration’s, I think, tacit approval,
that if more money was made available
for ballistic missile programs that they
would want to spend $400 million on
the national missile defense program.

The bottom line is simple. If you
think that the American people should
not be defended against ballistic mis-
siles, then go ahead and support this
amendment. If you think that the time
has come to do something about an
ever-increasing threat in this post-
cold-war era, then vote against this
amendment.

I strongly urge my colleagues to put
themselves on the side of defending the
American people at a very reasonable
cost.

I yield the floor, Mr. President.

Mr. INHOFE addressed the Chair.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Who
yields time?

Mr. THURMOND. Mr. President, I
yield 5 minutes to the distinguished
Senator.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Oklahoma.

Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, I thank
the Senator for the time.

I was listening intently to the Sen-
ator from Mississippi. I was glad he
brought that up because the Senator
from North Dakota has said over and
over and over again that this is a $40
billion program for the future. I think
it has to be clarified, and yet after we
clarify it, I suggest the Senator from
North Dakota will continue to use $40
billion. This is just not true.

The Senator from Mississippi talked
about, according to the figures of the
administration, it was $24.2 billion. But
I suggest that includes the SMTS pro-
gram, Brilliant Eyes, which is funded
separately, which can be taken off. It is
closer to $18 billion.

We do have an investment today in
the program of $38 billion. Some people
estimate it is more than that. Let us
be conservative and say $38 billion in
what we call the SDI program, which
some people like to continue to use
star wars to try to make the public of
this country believe that this is some
fantasy, that it is not real. It is not
something we are handling today.

The SDI program, we feel, helped end
the cold war by 5 years. What kind of a
value can we put on that? In fact, the
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Russian Ambassador to the TUnited
States, Vladimir Lukin, stated that if
it had not been for SDI, the cold war
would have gone on for 5 additional
years.

The SDI program and its research led
to systems, not fantasies, but systems
in place today, such as the Aegis sys-
tem, cruisers and destroyers, Kinetic
energy programs, the hit-to-kill tech-
nologies which are used in the THAAD,
the PAC-3, the Navy upper-tier defense
systems. These are not star wars; these
are technologies. They are on line
today.

All we are trying to do is say that in
5 years from now, where many in the
intelligence community say we are
going to be threatened by perhaps
North Korea or other technology that
will reach the United States—and this
is something that most of the intel-
ligence community agrees with—we
want to do something today that will
be within the confines of the ABM
Treaty. We talked about that before.
This is as much as we can do to reach
the point so that 5 years from today,
we are going to be able to defend the
United States against missile attacks.

The Senator from North Dakota re-
fers over and over again to the suitcase
bombs, to the ships and vans that de-
liver weapons. And on that case, I
agree with the Senator from North Da-
kota, I think he is right. But we are al-
ready taking care of that. We are al-
ready working on that program.

The Senator from North Dakota
talks about intelligence estimates. I
asked yesterday on this floor, what if
we are wrong, what if those intel-
ligence estimates he is saying where
the threat is not there for 10 more
years, what if we are right and it is 5
more years? What if he is wrong? Look
back to 1940 and Pearl Harbor. At that
time our estimates were wrong; North
Korea in 1950, or more recently, Iraq in
1990. Our intelligence was wrong at
that time.

The Senator relies on the cold war
mutually assured destruction program
embodied in the triad of missile sub-
marines, land-based missiles and bomb-
ers, but we had all these things 5 years
ago, and that did not deter Saddam
Hussein from using Scud missiles.

When the Senator points out that the
administration says that $300 million
to defend Americans from attack is not
in our interest, he ignores the fact that
just 3 months ago, the director of the
Pentagon’s Ballistic Missile Defense
Organization, with the administra-
tion’s blessing, said that they could
spend $500 million more. That is $200
million more than the additional
amount we are trying to put on that we
did put on in the Senate Armed Serv-
ices Committee and our counterparts
in the other body to reach a system
that would defend America.

The Senator from North Dakota is
also citing the administration sup-
posedly defended our interests last
year by spending $2 billion. We are
doing a lot of talking now about $300
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million. What about the $2 billion that
we spent for humanitarian missions
that, by their own admission, in the
Senate Armed Services Committee, by
the Secretary of Defense were really
not to our vital national security in-
terests.

I am talking about Somalia and Haiti
and Bosnia and Rwanda. We are spend-
ing all this money. We are sending our
troops all the way around the world to
defend violations of human rights. Cer-
tainly, I am not insensitive to the eth-
nic cleansing that is going on and all
these human rights violations. But we
are spending huge amounts for that. I
disagree with the foreign policy of the
administration, and I do not think we
should be doing it. But if we are doing
it, that is $2 billion, and we are talking
$300 million right now to keep this on
line to be able to defend this country 5
years from now.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator’s 5 minutes have expired.

Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent for 2 additional
minutes.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the
Senator from South Carolina yield 2
additional minutes?

Mr. THURMOND. Mr.
grant him 2 more minutes.

Mr. INHOFE. Finally, Mr. President,
I must express my amazement with the
priorities of the Senator from North
Dakota. He wants to cut $300 million
from the missile defense. He says we
have higher domestic priorities. We
heard about the nutrition programs, we
heard about all these social programs
that seem to, in his mind, have a high-
er priority.

I suggest to you that this $300 million
is a relatively small amount of money.
The one bomb in Oklahoma City that
wiped out the Murrah Federal Building
cost the taxpayers $500 million—one
bomb.

I suggest if the Senator from North
Dakota could have stood with me in
Oklahoma City on April 19, April 20,
April 21, when they are sending troops
and volunteers into this building to
pull out people who might be alive in
there, the hope was there that more
would be alive, then the fourth day
came and the smell of death had envel-
oped the city, if you could have been
there, and what was going through my
mind was, this is just one building in
one city, one missile could come in
there and wipe out every building in
the city of Oklahoma City, in the city
of Sioux Falls, SD, in Bismarck, ND, in
New York City, could wipe out the en-
tire thing.

Multiply that one thing, the Murrah
Federal Building in Oklahoma City by
100, by 1,000. That is the threat that is
out there. That is the threat that can
reach, according to many in the intel-
ligence community, this country with-
in 5 years. We have to be ready for
that. This should be the highest pri-
ority. We are elected to defend Amer-
ica. That is exactly what this is about
today.

President, I
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So, Mr. President, in the strongest of
terms, I say this is the minimum that
we can do to keep on force, to have a
national missile defense system in
place in 5 years when the threat is very
real.

Mr. STEVENS addressed the Chair.

Mr. THURMOND. Mr. President, I
yield 3 minutes to the distinguished
Senator from Alaska.

Mr. STEVENS. Mr. President, I
thank the distinguished chairman of
the Armed Services Committee.

The Ballistic Missile Defense Initia-
tive, reported by the Armed Services
Committee, puts our Nation on the
right track to address the growing mis-
sile threat to our country.

In the defense appropriations bill,
which was reported last week, we fully
supported every element of that plan,
and I congratulate Senators THUR-
MOND, LoOTT, and others who worked
with them on this plan.

Every intelligence assessment avail-
able to the Congress indicates that the
threat posed to U.S. military forces is
growing from ballistic missiles, as is
the threat to the United States itself.

There can be no greater imperative,
as we allocate funding for research and
development for future systems, than
to develop and deploy an effective na-
tional missile defense system.

This matter has special significance
to every citizen of my State of Alaska.
Already, North Korea is developing
missiles that could attack the military
installations in Alaska.

Alaska-based F-15’s, F-16’s, and OA-
10 aircraft will be the first to respond
to any attack on South Korea. On that
basis, we are a target for North Korea.

The distinguished Senator from
North Dakota may be confident that
his State will not face that threat in
coming years, and I share that con-
fidence. Our country was lucky in the
gulf war. The ingenuity and technical
creativeness ensured that we had some
minimal capacity to respond to the
Iraqi Scud missile threat.

We cannot, and must not, rely on
luck to be ready to face the risk of mis-
sile launches against my State and
against the United States in total. We
must make the investment now to have
ready a system to deploy, if that is the
decision of the President and Congress.

The additional funds proposed for au-
thorization and appropriation for na-
tional missile defense is a reasonable
and affordable start for this program.

I am here to urge all Members to sup-
port this initiative. I do so as a Sen-
ator from a State that is seriously
threatened today, and I believe the
funding authorized by this bill, already
included in the defense appropriations
bill, is the proper way to start.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Who
yields time?

Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, I yield
such time as I may consume to myself.

Mr. President, statements have been
made that my position is I do not want
to defend America’s cities against a
very real threat—total nonsense; abso-
lute nonsense.
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My position is that we should not be
spending money we do not have on
something the Secretary of Defense
says we do not need. Let me read from
a letter from Secretary of Defense Wil-
liam Perry to Senator NUNN:

The bill’s provision would add nothing to
DOD’s ability to pursue our missile defense
programs and would needlessly cause us to
incur excess costs and serious security risks.
The bill would require the United States to
make a decision now on developing a specific
national missile defense for deployment by
2003, with interim operational capability in
1999, despite the fact that a balanced stra-
tegic missile threat has not emerged. Our na-
tional missile defense program is designed to
give us the capability for a deployment deci-
sion in 3 years, when we will be in a much
better position to assess the threat and de-
ploy the most technologically advanced sys-
tem available, if they think it is needed.

This is not a case of somebody decid-
ing we do not want to protect Amer-
ica’s cities. It is a case of saying we do
not want to spend $300 million that the
Secretary of Defense says we do not
need to spend.

Let me respond to a couple of other
things that have been said. This is not
about just $300 million. It is about $48
billion, according to the Congresional
Budget Office. I ask all the Senators
who spoke here, where are you going to
get that money? You suggest that the
Secretary of Defense budget for it. I
ask you, are you going to charge it?
And are you going to tax people for it?
Where are you going to get the money?
Do you want to advance a notion now
that you want to build a $50 billion new
system, which by the way does, indeed,
include star wars, as page 59 of the bill
says? I ask you, where are you going to
get the money for it?

Let me say to you, as well, that when
you talk about the threat from an
intercontinental ballistic missile, as
you have all talked about, you under-
stand and I understand—I have some
material that I will not read from on
the floor, but it is material from Nobel
laureates, from veterans of the Man-
hattan project and from physicists who
are experts in this field, all of whom
agree—and I think you would agree—
that a threat from a renegade country
is far more likely as a result of a cruise
missile, which cannot be defended
against by this system, than it is from
an intercontinental ballistic missile. A
cruise missile is easier to build and
cheaper to build and more likely for
them to get.

I ask you this question, if you are
worried about protecting America’s
cities: If you finished spending $48 bil-
lion to defend against ballistic mis-
siles, then tell me how that system de-
fends America’s cities against the far
more likely threat of cruise missiles.
The fact is that by building a national
ballistic missile defense you have done
nothing to defend against a cruise mis-
sile attack on American cities.

That is the point. The point here is
that this is a weapons program with a
constituency. Like all weapons pro-
grams, it does not matter what the cli-
mate is—it can be rain, snow, wind, or
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sleet; you can have a Soviet Union or
not, and it could be 1983 or 1995—this
weapons program has legs. It has jobs
and it has constituencies. This is out of
step, makes no sense, and yet we see on
the floor of the Senate folks who come
here and say, well, let us, this year,
stick $300 million more in this program
than was asked for and than is needed.
Why? Because we want to defend Amer-
ica’s cities. Against what? Against a
threat which the Secretary of Defense
says does not exist, and Nobel laure-
ates and veterans of the Manhattan
project say does not exist.

If you are so all-fired worried about
threats, let us focus on the threats that
the Nation will really face.

One additional thing. I think the
Senator from Oklahoma makes the
point that I have been trying to make
this morning when he talks about the
tragic bombing of Oklahoma City. It is
not an intercontinental ballistic mis-
sile with all of its sophisticated tar-
geting that is the likely way to attack
against America. It is far more likely
to be a rental truck, a suitcase, a glass
vial, a single-engine airplane. I think
the Senator from Oklahoma made the
point I was trying to make.

Mr. INHOFE. Will the Senator yield?

Mr. DORGAN. I will not yield on my
time.

Mr. INHOFE. I would like to respond
to the Senator.

Mr. DORGAN. If the Senator would
give time, I am happy to answer ques-
tions. But we have 45 minutes equally
divided.

I will at this time reserve the re-
mainder of my time.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Who
yields time?

Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, I yield 5
minutes to the Senator from Min-
nesota, Senator WELLSTONE.

Mr. WELLSTONE. Mr. President,
first of all, let me just say that 5 min-
utes is not a lot of time to make the
case. But I am in strong support of the
Dorgan amendment for a number of
reasons. First of all, I will talk policy,
and then I will talk budget. There is no
significant long-range ballistic missile
threat to the United States now or in
the immediate future. The head of the
DIA stated:

We see no interest in or capability of any
new country reaching the continental United
States with a long-range missile for at least
the next decade.

Mr. President, the national missile
defense provides no defense against the
most likely future attacks on the
United States, which will not be deliv-
ered by missiles. We have seen that
clearly in a tragic way at the World
Trade Center, the Federal building in
Oklahoma City, and the subway in
Tokyo.

Mr. President, there are many argu-
ments I could make about this impos-
sible dream. But let me just put it in a
slightly broader context. We have out
here a bill that requests $7 billion more
than the Pentagon says it needs. We
have out here with star wars a request
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for $300 million more than the Pen-
tagon says it wants to spend or needs
to spend.

Mr. President, I think this amend-
ment is about more than star wars. It
is about priorities. And if you look at
requests for Head Start, it is $3.9 bil-
lion, but the total cost of the next air-
craft carrier, the CVN-78, is $4.6 bil-
lion.

If you look at requests for police offi-
cers, housing, childhood immunization,
alongside star wars, the B-2, Pentagon
budget, $7 billion more in this bill than
requested by the Pentagon itself, of the
kind of stories that are now coming
out, Mr. President, about a variety of
different pork projects, all across the
country, we have to ask ourselves the
question, what are we doing here?

I was on the floor of the Senate not
too long ago, saying why are we elimi-
nating low-income energy assistance? 1
was talking about the poor in the cold-
weather State of Minnesota. We also
could talk about cooling assistance.
This was during the time where we
read that 450 people died, many elderly
and poor.

On the one hand, we cut low-income
energy assistance, we cut education
programs, we cut job programs, we cut
all sorts of nutrition programs, we are
not investing in our children, and we
have here a bill that asks for $7 billion
more than the Pentagon says it needs
for our national defense.

Now we have—for this impossible
dream, many independent people argu-
ing it never will work anyway—a re-
quest for an additional $300 million.

Mr. President, the real national secu-
rity for our country is not for star wars
in space. It is to feed children and edu-
cate children and provide safety and se-
curity for people in communities, and
job opportunities for people on Earth.

This is outrageous. At the very time
we have some of our deficit hawks say-
ing, ‘“Cut this nutrition program, cut
low-income energy assistance, cut
legal services, cut job training, cut
summer youth programs, cut education
programs, cut health care programs,”
we have here a budget that asks for $7
billion more than the Pentagon wants,
and $300 million more for star wars—
this impossible dream, this fantasy—
than is requested by our own defense
people.

This is really a test, I say to my col-
league from North Dakota, this is a
test case vote, as to whether or not we
are serious about reducing the deficit
and investing in people in our country,
investing in people who live in the
communities in our country. That is
what this is about.

Senators, you cannot dance at two
weddings at the same time. Maybe you
are trying to dance at three weddings
at the same time. You cannot keep
saying you are for deficit reduction,
you cannot Keep saying you are for
children and education, you cannot
keep saying that you are for job oppor-
tunities, you cannot keep saying you
are for veterans, you cannot keep say-
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ing we will not cut Medicare, and at
the same time allocating more and
more money for your pork military
projects, and adding to a military
budget that the Pentagon itself says it
does not need. I yield the floor.

Mr. THURMOND. I yield 10 minutes
to the distinguished Senator from Ari-
zZona.

Mr. KYL. I thank the distinguished
chairman of the Armed Services Com-
mittee for yielding time to discuss this
amendment.

Going back to basics, the amendment
is to cut $300 million from the commit-
tee’s request for funding for the De-
fense Dep