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on International Relations, the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary, the Commit-
tee on Science, the Committee on
Small Business, the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure, and
the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs.

It is my understanding that the mi-
nority has been consulted and that
there is no objection to these requests.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
HEFLEY). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentleman from Florida?

There was no objection.

TREASURY, POSTAL SERVICE, AND
GENERAL GOVERNMENT APPRO-
PRIATIONS ACT, 1996

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 190 and rule
XXIIl, the Chair declares in the House
in the Committee of the Whole House
on the State of the Union for the fur-
ther consideration of the bill, H.R. 2020.
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IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE

Accordingly, the House resolved it-
self into the Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union for the
further consideration of the bill (H.R.
2020) making appropriations for the
Treasury Department, the United
States Postal Service, the Executive
Office of the President, and certain
independent agencies, for the fiscal
year ending September 30, 1996, and for
other purposes, with Mr. DREIER in the
chair.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The CHAIRMAN. When the Commit-
tee of the Whole rose on Tuesday, July
18, 1995, pending was amendment No. 6
offered by the gentleman from Mary-
land [Mr. HoYER], and title V was open
for amendment at any point.

Pursuant to the order of the Commit-
tee of that day, further debate on that
amendment and all amendments there-
to will be limited to 80 minutes, equal-
ly divided and controlled by the gen-
tleman from Maryland [Mr. HOYER] and
the gentleman from lowa [Mr. LIGHT-
FOOT].

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from lowa [Mr. LIGHTFOOT].

Mr. LIGHTFOOT. Mr. Chairman, the
gentleman from Maryland [Mr. HOYER]
is detained in full committee. In order
to facilitate the debate, we have an
agreement with the minority side that
I would yield time to the gentlewoman
to present her debate and they will
yield that time back to us after the
gentleman from Maryland [Mr. HOYER]
arrives.

Mr. Chairman, | yield 4 minutes to
the gentlewoman from New York [Ms.
VELAZQUEZ].

The CHAIRMAN. Is this time yielded
from the majority or is this time taken
from the side of the minority?

Mr. LIGHTFOOT. Mr. Chairman, it is
yielded from the majority’s time with
the understanding the minority is
going to yield an equivalent amount of
time back out of theirs so we still end
up with the division we agreed on yes-
terday.
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The CHAIRMAN. The gentlewoman
from New York. [Ms. VELAZQUEZ] is
recognized for 4 minutes.

Ms. VELAZQUEZ. Mr. Chairman, |
rise in strong support of this amend-
ment. A far-right, self-righteous minor-
ity in this Chamber has inserted a re-
pulsive, antiwomen provision into this
bill. 1 implore my colleagues on both
sides of the aisle to join me and the
majority of the American people in re-
jecting paternalistic measures such as
these.

Some million hard-working, public-
minded women currently serve their
Federal Government in every State of
this Union. They often work under dif-
ficult circumstance, and usually for
modest pay. Radical zealots in this
Congress would now single out these
women for discrimination.

No matter that two-thirds of private
fee-for-service plans provide the full
range of reproductive health services.

No matter that 70 percent of HMO'’s
provide abortion coverage.

No matter that the majority of the
people of this Nation support a wom-
an’s right to choose.

These self-appointed morality police
would nevertheless deny over 1 million
women their constitutional right to
choose.

The supporters of this extreme provi-
sion may argue that they do not re-
quire a woman to bring their preg-
nancies to term—at least not yet. They
would merely refuse to fund abortions
under the Federal Employees’ Health
Benefits Program.

For many women, that is a distinc-
tion without substance. This
antiwomen ban has no place in this ap-
propriations measure. It signals a re-
turn to a very recent, shameless decade
when this Government presumed to
substitute its reproductive judgments
for those of mature adult females and
their health care professionals.

It is also a first, giant step backward
toward the grim, not-to-distant past
when back alley abortions were com-
mon horrors.

I urge my colleagues not to turn
back the clock. Support this amend-
ment, and preserve every woman’s
right to control her health, and her
body, and exercise her sound judgment.
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Mr. HOYER. Mr. Chairman, | will
yield to the gentleman from lowa [Mr.
LIGHTFOOT] such time as was used by
the gentlewoman from New York.

Mr. Chairman, | yield 1%> minutes to
the distinguished gentleman from Mas-
sachusetts [Mr. OLVER], a former mem-
ber of our subcommittee.

Mr. OLVER. Mr. Chairman, | thank
the ranking member for yielding the
time to me.

Mr. Chairman, | rise in strong sup-
port of the Hoyer amendment.

The right to choose is the law of this
land. It is constitutionally protected.

Eliminating this right for one group
of women—just because they happen to
work for the Federal Government—is
discrimination.
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Under present law, a Federal em-
ployee who opposes abortion can

choose 1 of the 345 plans which does not
cover abortion.

But under the bill before us, no Fed-
eral employee is allowed the option of
a plan which covers abortion.

Women in the Federal service should
not be singled out and given no choice.

We must support the right of all
women to choose. We must support the
Hoyer amendment.

Mr. LIGHTFOOT. Mr. Chairman, | re-
serve the balance of my time.

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Chairman, | yield 2
minutes to the gentleman from New
York [Mr. NADLER].

(Mr. NADLER asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. NADLER. Mr. Chairman, | rise in
support of this amendment which
would remove from this bill dangerous
language that once again strikes out at
women. The language we are seeking to
remove today says that women who
work for the Federal Government—
women who have made a commitment
to public service—should not have the
same rights offered to women working
elsewhere.

Mr. Chairman, women in this Nation
have a constitutionally protected right
to choose whether to have an abortion.
This is the law of the land.

But some Members of this House, re-
alizing that the vast majority of the
American people support a woman’s
constitutionally protected right to
choose, are trying to do away with this
fundamental right bit by bit, woman
by woman.

We must not allow this to happen.

Because abortion is a legal medical
procedure, most major health plans
provide coverage for women who
choose to have an abortion. Private in-
surance companies recognize that their
female customers are perfectly capable
of making this deeply personal choice
without interference.

Do we think that our moral judg-
ment is superior to that of the thou-
sands of women serving our commu-
nities and our Nation? What do we
know that major insurance companies,
U.S. corporations, and the majority of
our constituents do not know?

It is time to get off the high horse, to
quit playing political games with the
rights of women and to respect the
moral judgment of the women we rep-

resent. | urge the adoption of this
amendment.
Mr. LIGHTFOOT. Mr. Chairman, |

yield 6% minutes to the gentleman
from New Jersey [Mr. SMITH].

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Chair-
man, | rise in very strong opposition to
the Hoyer amendment, and | urge
Members to realize that this is a pro-
abortion amendment and would provide
and facilitate abortion on demand. It
would force taxpayers to underwrite
the cost of abortions, and premium
payers would also have to pay for abor-
tions as well.

Mr. Chairman, let me remind Mem-
bers that we contribute as taxpayers,
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we contribute 70 percent, a little over
70 percent, of the funding to the Fed-
eral Employees Health Benefits Plan.
Not only that, even if it was not a tax-
payer-funded issue, by providing this
money we are also facilitating, by pro-
viding this authority which would be
precluded by the underlying language,
we are facilitating the demise and the
destruction of unborn children.

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Chairman, will the
gentleman yield?

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. | yield to
the gentleman from Maryland.

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Chairman, | want to
thank the gentleman, because as | have
said yesterday, he is a very close friend
of mine, | have great respect for his in-
tegrity, and | want to say | think what
the gentleman has just said is the gra-
vamen of this debate, and is absolutely
correct. This is not a taxpayer funding
issue.

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Reclaim-
ing my time, Mr. Chairman, it is a tax-
payer-funding issue but it also provides
and facilitates abortion by granting
this authority to the HMO’s and other
providers of health care under the Fed-

eral Employees Health Benefits Pro-
gram.
Mr. HOYER. Mr. Chairman, if the

gentleman will continue to yield for 1
additional second, and | will yield him
30 seconds, so | am not eating into his
time, does the gentleman know that
CBO does not score this either way?

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Chair-
man, that is an accounting deal. We
are talking about U.S. taxpayer dol-
lars, mine, the gentleman’s, going into
a fund that then is doled out as part of
the Federal Employees Health Benefits
Program. Yes, there is a contribution
made by the employee, roughly 30 per-
cent, but there is also a 70-percent con-
tribution made by the Federal Govern-
ment, we as taxpayers, and then there
are the premium payers. | myself, my
wife and 1, got out of Kaiser because
they were providing abortions. We were
providing premiums, so then both as
taxpayer and as premium payer, we
were contributing to abortion at Kai-
ser. We got out of it because we were so
upset with the killing of unborn chil-
dren at Kaiser Permanente.

Mr. HOYER. | understand the gentle-
man’s view.

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. At the Na-
tional Prayer Breakfast last year,
Mother Teresa addressed thousands of
political leaders, including the Presi-
dent of the United States, Bill Clinton.
It seems to me no one can listen to
Mother Teresa and not be moved to be-
lieve that this small, frail, and humble
woman, in her stands a very powerful
message of peace and hope and of love.
She looked directly at the President of
the United States and said, ‘“‘Please
don’t Kkill the child. I want the child,”
she went on. ‘““We are fighting abortion
with adoption, by care of the mother
and adoption of her baby.”” Mother Te-
resa said, ‘“The greatest destroyer of
peace today is abortion, because it is a
war against the child, a direct Killing
of an innocent child.”
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She also went on to point out during
her very lengthy comments that ‘“‘there
is a linkage between abortion and
other forms of violence. Any country
that accepts abortion is not teaching
its people to love, but to use violence
to get what they want.” That is why
‘““the greatest destroyer of love and
peace,” according to Mother Teresa,
and | fully agree, ‘‘the greatest de-
stroyer of love and peace is abortion.”

Mr. Chairman, abortion is violence. |
tried yesterday to point out to some of
my colleagues the we need to strip
away all of the euphemisms, all of the
cover and the cloaking that is done, all
of the clever marketing that is done by
the abortion industry to conceal the
compelling reality, the awesome and
gruesome reality of abortion on de-
mand.

Mr. Chairman, abortion methods in-
clude dismembering innocent children
with razor blades and suction devices
or injections of chemical poisons that
are designed to kill the child. There is
more research being done by some of
the pharmaceutical companies to find
stronger and more lethal doses, not
healing, not chemicals that will pro-
vide healing for children, but those
that will do the deed more efficiently
by Killing the unborn child.

Abortion on demand, and this, the
Hoyer amendment, facilities abortion
on demand, treats pregnancy as a sexu-
ally transmitted disease, as a tumor, a
wart, a piece of trash to be destroyed.
Yet, if any one of us have ever watched
an unborn child’s image on an
ultrasound or a sonogram screen, you
cannot help but be awed by the miracle
of human life, by the preciousness of a
child’s being, and moved to pity by the
helplessness and the vulnerability of
that child. To see an unborn child turn-
ing and twisting, kicking and sucking
his or her thumb while still in utero, it
shatters the myth that the abortion in-
dustry so cleverly markets that we are
merely removing some tissue or the
products of conception, or some of the
other dehumanizing words used to de-
scribe the unborn child. Peel away the
euphemisms that sanitize abortion, and
the cruelty to children and their moth-
ers becomes readily apparent to anyone
with an open mind.

Mr. Chairman, | have worked for 15
years as a Member of Congress on
human rights. | worked with the gen-
tleman from Maryland [Mr. HOYER] on
the Helsinki Commission, | am chair-
man of that commission, for religious
freedom, trying to get dissidents out of
prisons. 1 have been all over Europe,
the People’s Republic of China and
other captive nations, but | would sub-
mit that the human rights issue of our
time is the unborn child, the protec-
tion of those children, boys and girls
who are routinely killed, some 4,000
each and every day in this country, and
many millions more around the globe.

Before this amendment was in place,
the U.S. Government paid for 17,000
abortions under the Federal Employees
Health Benefits Program. Then the
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Congress wisely moved in and said ‘““No,
we ought not to be doing that. We
ought to be protecting life, not taking
it,”” and the language went in and was
renewed each and every year during
the 1980’s and the 1990’s, and we stopped
this facilitation and funding of abor-
tion on demand.

Seventeen thousand children, that is
a lot of kids, a lot of boys and girls who
will not be playing basketball or soccer
or baseball or any other sport or any
other kind of activity because their
lives have been snuffed out.

Government ought to care for the in-
nocent and weak. This amendment is
antichild. | urge rejection of it.

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Chairman, | yield 5
minutes to the gentleman from Vir-
ginia [Mr. MoORAN].

Mr. MORAN. Mr. Chairman, | thank
my good friend, the gentleman from
Maryland, for yielding time to me. He
has fought long and hard on this issue.

Mr. Chairman, | do not know that we
are ever going to permanently resolve
it. | want to say to my friend, the gen-
tleman from New Jersey [Mr. SMITH], |
admire his deep-seated, sincere, emo-
tional commitment on this issue. |
wish that more people in this country
felt as strongly about such an impor-
tant issue as the gentleman from New
Jersey does. In many ways, yes, it is a
human rights issue.

However, | think the real issue that
we have to face is who makes the deci-
sion. It is not really a matter of my
trying to dissuade the gentleman from
his strongly held views on abortion. |
could not do that, because | do not par-
ticularly disagree with the gentleman
from New Jersey. However, | would
suggest that it is not up to him to
make that decision for millions of
women in this country, particularly
those who are covered by the Federal
employees health benefits plan.

We have already increased the retire-
ment contribution, we have made sure
that any Federal employee now has
reason to feel insecure about their job,
we have cut 272,900 positions, we have
reduced their retirement benefits at
the end, when they are ready to retire,
and we are now capping their health in-
surance subsidy that the Federal Gov-
ernment provides, so it is a much worse
plan than they would get in a large
corporation.

Now we are saying that any woman
and family who is employed by the
Federal Government is going to be dis-
criminated against in terms of their
ability to make a decision with regard
to the most personal, private, difficult
medical conflicts that will occur in
their lives. We are going to make that
decision for them. There are 78 million
women who have this coverage in the
private sector, but because we control
the Federal employees health benefits
plan, we are going to take away this
decision from women who work for our
Federal Government.

Mr. Chairman, the American Medical
Association looked at this extensively.
It is the doctors who we should consult
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when we make this decision. They
came up with the conclusion that when
you deny insurance coverage, invari-
ably it leads to very serious complica-
tions, it causes women to have to delay
an abortion when they would want to
do it immediately, before a fetus is
formed, but they look around for
money to pay for the procedure, and
then they have a procedure after the
fetus is much further along, which is
certainly not what the gentleman from
New Jersey or his colleagues would
want to happen. It also endangers the
life of the woman having the proce-
dure. That is wrong.

What we are trying to do in imposing
our moral decisions on all the women
who are covered by the Federal em-
ployees health benefits plan is wrong.
We have no right to be doing this.
There is a woman in my district, a Fed-
eral employee, she has two children.
She got pregnant a third time. She had
amniocentesis. It turns out that the
fetus had Tay Sachs disease. She knew
that that fetus, once born, was not
going to live very long. Its spine would
not be formed, it was going to have any
number of diseases. Its brain probably
would not be functioning. It would only
suffer after being brought into this
world.

She had to make a very difficult de-
cision, because she is a very moral per-
son, as all the people that we are talk-
ing about denying this coverage to are
moral people trying to do the right
thing. She felt it was in the best inter-
ests of that life within her body and of
her family, to have an abortion. She
did not want to have it. But it was the
most responsible thing to do. Now, the
gentleman from New Jersey [Mr.
SMITH] and others would make that de-
cision for her. She will no longer have
that option. That option is foreclosed
to her. That is wrong.

The view of the gentleman from New
Jersey on abortion is not necessarily
wrong. But it is wrong to be so intoler-
ant of people who have different views.
To impose one’s moral decisions like
that on others, just because we have
the power of the purse, is wrong. We
should not be doing it to Federal em-
ployees. We should not be doing it to
women. We should be trusting women
to make their own moral decisions on
such profoundly important matters
that will affect their bodies, their lives,
and their families. | urge the Members,
please do not include this in the bill,
and support the amendment of the gen-
tleman from Maryland [Mr. HOYER].

Mr. LIGHTFOOT. Mr. Chairman, |
yield 2 minutes and 30 seconds to the
gentlewoman from the great State of
Connecticut [Mrs. JOHNSON], chairman
of the Committee on Standards of Offi-
cial Conduct, which is a job nobody
wants.

Mrs. JOHNSON of Connecticut. Mr.
Chairman, | thank my colleague, the
gentleman from lowa, for this oppor-
tunity to address the House on what |
think is a very, very important issue.
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I rise in strong support of the Hoyer
amendment. Mr. Chairman, this is not
about abortion, this is about equality.
This is about personal responsibility. |
am a Republican because | believe in
personal responsibility. 1| believe in
choice in health benefits, choice in
education, work, responsibility. This is
not like the Medicaid issue, where peo-
ple can argue that this is 100 percent
taxpayer dollars, and therefore, we
have a right to say what those dollars
ought to be spent on. These are wages.
This is earned income.

Just as | believe every public em-
ployee can deal with spending their
own earned income responsibly, | be-
lieve they can make responsible
choices about what health benefit plan
they want to participate in, as long as
the Federal Government provides them
with a significant series of choices of
health benefit plans, and indeed, about
half of the Federal health benefits plan
include abortion and about half do not.

We are doing the responsible thing.
We are providing our Federal employ-
ees the right to make the choice to in-
vest in the health benefit plan that
they choose to invest in as a result of
the work they are putting in. This is
part of their earned benefit. Therefore,
this is not a Medicaid problem, this is
an employee problem.

Let us look at the consequences of
reaching into the benefit structure and
Congress determining how that benefit
structure ought to be shaped because
there are public dollars involved. If
Members vote against this amendment,
the next step will be that this Congress
will reach into every American’s bene-
fit plan, because there is not an Amer-
ican in this Nation whose benefit plan
is not subsidized with tax dollars. We
spend $80 billion every single year al-
lowing employers to deduct the cost of
health benefits. There is not a health
benefit plan in America that is not
publicly subsidized.

However, those benefit plans that are
part of wage structures, where people
have earned the right to have salary
and benefit, those benefit plans ought
to be treated differently than our in-
volvement in Medicaid and ought not
to be compromised by this body. Every
employee ought to have the right to
the full range of legal medical proce-
dures without regard to whether their
salary is paid or their health benefits
plan is subsidized with public tax dol-
lars. | urge strong support for the
Hoyer amendment. Let us differentiate
this from the larger debate.
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Mr. HOYER. Mr. Chairman, | yield 2
minutes to the distinguished gentle-
woman from California [Ms. WOOLSEY].

(Ms. WOOLSEY asked and was given
permission to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Chairman, | rise
in strong support of the Hoyer amend-
ment to H.R. 2020.

Mr. Chairman, today the Republican
leadership is making yet another at-
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tempt to chip away at a woman’s right
to choose—the right to choose an abor-
tion.

A few weeks ago, military women
who are stationed overseas lost their
right to use their own money for a safe
and legal abortion in a military hos-
pital.

Now, this appropriations bill will
deny women who are Federal employ-
ees from receiving safe and legal abor-
tions through their own insurance
plans.

Who’s next? I'll tell you who is
next—poor women; rape victims; incest
victims; women whose lives depend on
access to safe and legal abortions.
Mark my words, they are next.

Mr. Chairman, under the Republican
majority, the right of American women
to make their own decisions about
their reproductive health is threatened
every day. We cannot stand by and
watch the rights of American women
be violated.

I strongly, strongly urge my col-
leagues to stand up now, before it is
too late, before the right to choose
rings hollow for most American
women. Stand up for the women who
devote their lives to service in the Fed-
eral Government. Stand up for those
women who look to us, Members of

Congress, to protect their right to
choose. Vote ‘‘yes” on the Hoyer
amendment.

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Chairman, | yield 2
minutes to the gentlewoman from New
York [Mrs. MALONEY].

Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Chairman, the
new regime in Congress seized power
last year, claiming that the Democrats
were out of touch. These Americans
wanted Government out of their lives.

But, Mr. Chairman, what the new
leadership is doing to a woman’s right
to choose is proof of just how out of
touch the new regime is. The Supreme
Court will not allow Congress to out-
law abortions directly, so we are faced
with a proposal to prevent Federal em-
ployees from purchasing health insur-
ance that covers abortion services.

We hear over and over again that
Americans want Government off their
backs. Yet today we are faced with this
incredibly intrusive vision of Govern-
ment. Denying abortion services to
Federal employees is another knife at-
tack on a woman'’s right to choose in
America.

Mr. Chairman, an overwhelming ma-
jority of Americans support the right
to choose. The erosion of that right in
the 104th Congress defies the national
will. It proves that the far right’s
championing of individual liberty rings
hollow. 1 warn my Republican col-
leagues, make good on your own rhet-
oric. Support individual liberty. Pro-
tect a woman'’s right to choose.

Mr. LIGHTFOOT. Mr. Chairman, |
yield 2 minutes to the gentleman from
Arizona [Mr. HAYWORTH], who can play
football all by himself.

Mr. HAYWORTH. Mr. Chairman, |
thank the gentleman from Ilowa, |
think, for that athletic observation.
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Again we see and rejoice in the fact,
Mr. Chairman, that good people can
disagree on a variety of issues. Cer-
tainly there is disagreement on this
issue this morning.

I rise in strong opposition to the
Hoyer amendment. As we observe,
there is an important and oftentimes
divisive debate in this country about
the morality of abortion and the sanc-
tity of human life. It is my strong con-
viction that elective abortion is the
taking of innocent life.

This amendment, however, goes far
beyond the question of the legality of
abortion. The Hoyer amendment seeks
to make abortion a taxpayer-subsidized
entitlement by allowing Federal em-
ployee health plans to provide abor-
tion.

Currently, 72 percent of Federal em-
ployee health care premiums are paid
by the Federal Government. It is my
belief that Congress has no right to
forcibly compel taxpayers, many of
whom share my strong beliefs of the
rights of the unborn, to pay for elective
abortions.

Elective abortion is not health care.
The Supreme Court has ruled that
“‘abortion is inherently different from
other medical procedures because no
other procedure involves the purposeful
termination of human life.” That find-
ing was in 1980.

I urge my colleagues, especially
those with whom | have a philosophical
disagreement on this issue, do not
make elective abortion a federally
funded entitlement. For that reason |
would ask my colleagues to join with
me in opposition and ultimately to de-
feat the Hoyer amendment.

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Chairman, | yield
2% minutes to the distinguished gen-
tlewoman from the District of Colum-
bia [Ms. NORTON].

Ms. NORTON. | thank the gentleman
for yielding me the time.

Mr. Chairman, | know the American
public must be saying, ‘I cannot be-
lieve this issue is back. They settled it
last Congress. They settled it in that
Congress consistent with the views of
the American public. What is it doing
back?”

A woman’s right to choose should not
depend on the vicissitudes of who is in
charge. But it would appear that is the
case for Federal employees. Mr. Chair-
man, this is not an issue about abor-
tion. This is about discrimination. This
issue is about discrimination in medi-
cal services directed at millions of Fed-
eral employees.

The other side would not have the
nerve to raise this issue unless they
characterized the funds involved as
Federal funds. That is a transparent
mischaracterization. Ask employees at
IBM and AT&T whether the share of
compensation that they pay for their
medical is IBM’s or is theirs. Don’t in-
sult Federal employees by saying to
them that money they have earned,
their own compensation, nevertheless
still belongs to the Federal Govern-
ment and is Federal funds.
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Mr. Chairman, we are not talking
about Medicaid. These are people who
work every day, and buy their own
health care. Federal employees are not
on welfare. It is not up to you to tell
them what to spend their health care
money for. They can buy any other
pregnancy-related service.

We are talking about 1.2 million
women of reproductive age who happen
to work for the Federal Government,
and for that reason incur discrimina-
tion in health care. That is an abomi-
nation. You can only do it because you
can reach your own employees and you
cannot reach private sector employees.

How often does an American have to
go outside of her own already paid-for
health care plan to get medical care?
Perhaps you have to go outside of your
own health care plan to get a facelift.
That is not what this delicate proce-
dure is about.

Mr. Chairman, Federal employees
have had enough. They are going
through the most severe downsizing in
history. They do not know whether
they will get their pay raises and local-
ity pay. They are called bureaucrats
derisively, when they are risking their
lives as FBI agents, or inspecting meat
to make sure we do not risk out lives.
You get them at work. Please do not
get them in the bedroom. Stop the dis-

crimination against Federal employ-
ees.
Mr. LIGHTFOOT. Mr. Chairman, |

yield 1 minute to the distinguished
gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. LEwIS].

Mr. LEWIS of Kentucky. Mr. Chair-
man, it is wrong for taxpayers to be
forced to pay for Federal employees’
abortions, but that is just what is hap-
pening today.

The work of the gentleman from
lowa [Mr. LIGHTFOOT], the chairman,
on H.R. 2020 will change that, and it is
about time.

Few would disagree that abortion is
one of the most divisive issues in our
Nation.

So why do the people of this country,
many of whom believe abortion is
wrong, have to help pay for a Federal
employee to have an abortion?

The Lightfoot language would not
apply when the mother’s life is in dan-
ger. It would simply keep taxpayers
from subsidizing abortion on demand
for Federal employees.

Abortion advocates will call this a
radical idea. | suggest that the only
radical part of this debate is the cur-
rent system, where people who believe
life is sacred and are forced to subsidize
the death of innocent children.

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Chairman, | yield 2
minutes to the gentlewoman from New
York [Ms. SLAUGHTER].

Ms. SLAUGHTER. | thank the gen-
tleman for yielding me the time.

Mr. Chairman, this debate has been
had over and over again as we have
heard this morning. It is an attempt
again to make the women of America
second-class citizens and the women
who work for the Federal Government
third class.
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It is beyond belief to me that you
would say that we are using taxpayers’
money, when what we are saying is
that we are using the salaries of
women who work legitimately for a liv-
ing. There is not any other string that
you put on a Federal employee’s sal-
ary. Why in the world could you tell
women what they can do with theirs?

We do not have any right, and we
have no business prohibiting Federal
employees’ health care plans from of-
fering coverage for legal abortion serv-
ices to women just because they work
for the Federal Government. Federal
employees work hard for their salaries
and benefits.

We ask a lot of the Federal employ-
ees. As the Government continues to
downsize, we are asking even more.
Right now, as far as pensions are con-
cerned, they are going to be paying
more and getting less.

Some of the Federal employees, like
park rangers, people who work in parts
of the American West, workers in the
Murrah Building in Oklahoma City,
face injury and death on the job. Do
they not at least deserve a health bene-
fits plan that is comparable to those
offered in the private sector?

Two-thirds of all private insurers
cover abortion and an even higher per-
centage of HMO’s do. Why should Fed-
eral employees be treated like third-
class citizens?

The argument that the ban on
FEHBP coverage of abortions simply
keeps Federal tax dollars from being
used to pay for coverage is disingen-
uous. The Federal employee benefits
are not Federal handouts. They are
part of a Federal employee’s wages and
compensation.

I do not believe that employees of
private businesses would stand for it
one minute if their employer told them
how to spend their salaries. Federal
employees should get the same rights
and respect.

Some opponents of this amendment
want to use the ban on abortion cov-
erage as one more advance in the fight
against the right of American women
to make their own personal choice on
the abortion issue. | respect the right
to oppose abortion. | urge support for
the Hoyer amendment.

Mr. LIGHTFOOT. Mr. Chairman, |
yield 3 minutes to the gentleman from
the boot heel of Missouri, Cape
Girardeau [Mr. EMERSON].

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Chairman, | yield 30
seconds to the gentleman from Mis-
souri [Mr. EMERSON].

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman
from the show me State is recognized
for 3%z minutes.

(Mr. EMERSON asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. EMERSON. Mr. Chairman, |
thank the distinguished chairman of
the subcommittee for yielding me the
time.

Mr. Chairman, | rise in opposition to
the Hoyer amendment. The Federal
Government should not be in the busi-
ness of funding abortions, nor should
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taxpayers be forced to underwrite the
cost of abortions for Federal employ-
ees.

The Federal Government currently
contributes approximately 72 percent
of the money toward the purchase of
health insurance for its employees.
Thus, taxpayers do provide a majority
share of the funds to purchase health
insurance for the Federal civilian work
force.

If this amendment were adopted, the
American taxpayers would be forced to
underwrite the cost of abortion for
Federal employees. In addition to tax-
payer funds paying for abortions, pre-
miums contributed by conscientiously
opposed Federal employees will also be
used to subsidize abortion on demand.

Abortion is not just another form of
routine health care. In upholding the
Hyde amendment, the Supreme Court
has said that the Government can dis-
tinguish between abortion and other
medical procedures.

I was glad to see the gentlewoman
from the District of Columbia, in her
discussion of the subject, at least dis-
tinguish between the efficacy of a face-
lift and that of an abortion, but a lot of
people put them in the same bag. The
court said abortion is inherently dif-
ferent from other medical procedures
because no other procedure involves
the purposeful termination of potential
life.
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Mr. HOYER. Mr. Chairman, will the
gentleman yield?

Mr. EMERSON. | yield to the gen-
tleman from Maryland.

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Chairman, | thank
my friend from Missouri for yielding. |
know that there are strong feelings on
this issue, but the gentleman keeps
saying subsidizing the abortion. The
Federal employee, of course, gets a
compensation package. The CBO has
said there is no difference in the cost
to the Federal Government with or
without this. It is a choice of the em-
ployee of what policy they choose. The
Federal Government does not buy the
policy.

So my question to the gentleman is,
the gentleman from New Jersey said
this facilitates. | understand that and |
think that is a valid point. All I am
saying, and all that we are saying, is
that the Federal employee has a com-
pensation package. They have the op-
portunity to spend that. Whether this
is in or out, there is no additional or
less cost to the taxpayer. That is my
point.

Mr. EMERSON. | understand the gen-
tleman’s point, but obviously | agree
with the answer of the gentleman from
New Jersey.

Mr. HOYER. On the facilitation.

Mr. EMERSON. | might also say,
going a point further, we are talking
about the most fundamental right,
which is the right to life and the right
to life should not be an elective choice.
It is an entirely different thing.

Many of us in this body see it in an
entirely different context than that
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being advanced by the gentleman from
Maryland.

| agree that there is a very different,
very fundamental different point of
view here as to what an abortion con-
stitutes and whether or not it should
be permitted. It is very fundamental.

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Chair-
man, will the gentleman yield?

Mr. EMERSON. 1 yield to the gen-
tleman from New Jersey.

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. | think
the point whether or not CBO scores it
or not is irrelevant. We are talking
about a very huge investment of Fed-
eral dollars into an employee program
that | am a part of, and perhaps every
Member of this Congress, over which
we have jurisdiction.

OPM has made it very clear, their
general counsel year in and year out,
that we can limit or we can provide, if
the body so chose, to provide abortion
on demand. We have that capability. It
seems that where we can save even one
life, we ought to step in on behalf of
that individual, especially when we are
facilitating it by tax dollars.

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Chairman, | yield 2
minutes to the gentlewoman from Con-
necticut [Mrs. KENNELLY].

Mrs. KENNELLY. Mr. Chairman, |
thank the gentleman from Maryland
[Mr. HoYyer] for putting forth this
amendment. Mr. Chairman, | look in
front of me and | see Federal workers.
No matter now raucous we get in this
House, no matter how difficult the de-
bate is, the Federal workers that | am
looking at stay calm and make sure
that our bills are complete, say what
they are supposed to, and that every
vote that is cast is recorded correctly.

Federal workers work hard. Federal
workers run the Washington Monu-
ment. They run our National Parks.
They staff our local Social Security of-
fices, our veterans hospitals and your
local soil conservation office, and they
work hard and do good work. They
work long hours. And as we have seen,
obviously, Federal workers are called
upon to risk their lives for the United
States of America.

So why then, at this point in time,
are we going to treat Federal workers
as second class citizens? We are trying
to deny health care coverage com-
monly available to almost everybody
else in this country. Why should a Fed-
eral worker be held hostage to a politi-
cal battle of wills that we know will
take place and will continue to take
place?

The answer is they should not be.
The answer is we have always been
proud in this country of our Federal
workers. In other countries there has
been problems with workers for the
country, because you have to give a
bribe. We never had that because we
treat our Federal workers fairly and
with respect.

In Communist countries, we found
out when the Soviet Union fell what
was happening with their workers.
They were taking advantage of the peo-
ple. Never in the United States of
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America does this type of thing hap-
pen, because the United States of
America treats its Federal workers
with respect and fairness.

Mr. Chairman, if we start to pick
away at that, to discriminate against a
Federal worker, where does it end? |
thank the gentleman from Maryland
[Mr. HoyveR] for this amendment. This
amendment says we treat Federal
workers differently. That is wrong.
That is absolutely wrong. Mr. Chair-
man, this amendment should win and |
thank the gentleman for putting it
forth.

Mr. LIGHTFOOT. Mr. Chairman, |
yield 2 minutes to the gentlewoman
from New Jersey [Mrs. ROUKEMA].

Mrs. ROUKEMA. Mr. Chairman, |1
rise in strong support of the Hoyer
amendment. As a Republican, as a
mother of three and as a grandmother,
I support it.

Mr. Chairman, | am saying today
that if the Hoyer amendment fails, we
are saying to Federal employees who
are the victims of rape and incest that
they do not have the same rights to
choice and health insurance coverage
as other citizens, even those who under
present law are covered through Medic-
aid.

In other words, the Federal employ-
ees are third class citizens. | repeat,
not even in cases of rape and incest can
Federal employees exercise this right
to health insurance under this legisla-
tion.

The illogic of this position held by
many of my idealogically conservative
colleagues is very clear to me. The
same people who want to get the long
arm of the Federal Government out of
their lives, and are proposing to repeal
all sorts of Government regulations on
health and safety, would put the Gov-
ernment in control of this profound
personal and moral decision.

Mr. Chairman, we should not even be
debating this. This decision should be
left to the woman involved, after con-
sultation with her family, her physi-
cian, and her religious counselor.

The long arm of the Federal Govern-
ment should not mandate such a pro-
found moral decision.

Mr. Chairman, | want my colleagues
to know that all the Hoyer amendment
does is maintain the law as it is cur-
rently written and allow women the ac-
cess to abortion in cases of rape and in-
cest, not just when the life of the
mother is in danger.

I do not think that is too much to
ask. That is what we do under Medicaid
coverage. Let us vote ‘‘yes’” on the
Hoyer amendment.

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Chairman, | yield 2
minutes to the gentlewoman from Cali-
fornia [Ms. HARMAN].

(Ms. HARMAN asked and was given
permission to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. HARMAN. Mr. Chairman, | rise
in strong support of the Hoyer amend-
ment to strike the language that pro-
hibits Federal employees from choos-
ing health care plans that include abor-
tion services.
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This is the latest in a series of as-
saults on a woman’s right to choose.
The consequence of this assault, like
the others being pursued through the
appropriations process, is to leave
women’s rights under Roe versus Wade
hollow—effectively to repeal those
rights without directly reversing the
Supreme Court’s decision.

Earlier this spring, the House passed
a ban on privately-funded abortions in
military hospitals overseas. Then came
the provision preventing international
family planning organizations from
using their own funds to provide abor-
tions. Now the assault continues with a
ban on abortion services for Federal
employees.

One ban after another—choice oppo-
nents are on their way to rolling back
a woman’s right to choose.

This is a discriminatory change from
current policy. Choice opponents in the
Congress are now singling out Federal
employees to restrict a constitutional
right. This is not about Federal fund-
ing—employees’ own salaries are being
withheld. It is about infringing upon
employees’ rights to bargain for their
own benefits.

Congress has no place obstructing
private insurance companies from of-
fering services that are necessary to
women’s health. At least two-thirds of
private health insurance plans cur-
rently include coverage for abortions.

Prohibiting Federal employees from
choosing insurance plans that offer
abortion services endangers their
health. The question for our House col-
leagues is whether they can justify
limiting Federal employees’ constitu-
tionally-protected rights and limiting
their health care options simply be-
cause these women receive benefits
through the Federal Employees Health
Benefits Plan. | strongly believe we
cannot.

Today’s vote is part of a larger agen-
da to roll back a woman’s right to
choose without directly reversing Roe
versus Wade. This provision hurts Fed-
eral employees, and | urge my col-
leagues to vote for equal rights and
health services for Federal employees
and their dependents.

Mr. LIGHTFOOT. Mr. Chairman, |
yield 3 minutes to the gentlewoman
from the State of Washington [Mrs.
SMITH], a new Member of our body.

Mrs. SMITH of Washington. Mr.
Chairman, | was in my office listening
to this debate, and it always gets real-
ly confusing, because it comes back to
the fact that we are always hearing the
argument: It takes a woman’s choice
away.

This does nothing, nothing, the cur-
rent bill, with the woman’s right to
choose. Women can still choose to ter-
minate the life of their unborn baby.
They can still terminate the life of
their unborn baby clear through, in
many States, the day before the birth
as long as the woman decides she does
not want that baby to take the first
breath.

In another bill we will be discussing
late term abortions, but that is not the
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issue here. The issue here today is
whether or not American taxpayers,
through their tax dollars, should fund a
very controversial issue of taking away
the life of a baby through the perform-
ance of an abortion. Abortion just
means taking away the baby’s life and
deciding that baby will not grow up to
be an adult.

Mr. Chairman, these folks still can
use their adequate public salaries to
buy this procedure from any doctor
who will perform it throughout the 9
months of the baby’s life, the first 9
months of the baby’s life. It just says
that people of conscience, including
public employees, do not have to have
their hard-earned dollars used for this
procedure.

I think one thing that is clear in this
controversial issue in America is that
Americans do not believe their tax dol-
lars should be used for taking a baby’s
life. Whether they believe that should
be legal or not, they do not support
taxpayer-funded abortions.

The bill as it came out of committee
just says we will go on with the will of
the people and we will not use the tax-
payers’ money to fund abortions. Very
simply put: vote against this amend-
ment. You will guarantee a woman’s
right to choose.

We are not talking about poor
women. We are talking about public
employees who are substantially, in
many cases, and in most cases funded
through salaries and should they want
to choose to terminate the life of their
baby, they can do it from their own
money and not the taxpayers’. Vote no
on this amendment and yes on the bill.

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Chairman, | yield 2
minutes and 40 seconds to the distin-
guished gentleman from Texas [Mr.
DOGGETT].

Mr. DOGGETT. Mr. Chairman, | rise
in support of the Hoyer antidiscrimina-
tion amendment because that is what
this amendment is about; discrimina-
tion against young women who serve
this country as public employees.

We are talking about the young park
ranger who is the victim of rape. We
are talking about the young nurse at a
VA hospital who is the victim of in-
cest. And what does this appropriations
bill say to those young women? You
cannot have the health care procedure
that you and your physician think you
should be able to have. That is dis-
crimination, pure and simple.

We know that some 70 percent of the
health maintenance organizations and
the vast majority of private insurance
companies in this country provide to
those in the private sector the right to
choose the procedure that they and
their doctor think is appropriate.

But this bill, which fortunately the
gentleman from Maryland [Mr. HOYER]
has come forward and attempted to
amend through an antidiscrimination
provision, says do not consult your
doctor, do not consult your family, do
not consult with your minister or your
rabbi, talk to your Member of Con-
gress.

H7191

Mr. Chairman, that is outrageous. It
involves the government in the most
private of decisions that a young
woman might choose to make, and that
is wrong and that is discrimination
against one group of our population,
and that is the young women who serve
this country so ably in public service.

Health care benefits are only a form
of compensation. They are just like
salary. What is the next thing going to
be? The same kind of extremist views
coming to the floor of this Congress
and saying not in the future, not in the
future do we want our Federal employ-
ees to spend their wages to get an abor-
tion?

That is the same thing that is being
done here. A form of compensation is
being cut off from these young women,
and the next step is to tell them how
they are going to spend their Federal
wages because those are tax dollars
also, and yet they would be permissible
under the current bill, but not under
the next step.

This provision is harmful to women’s
health in this country. It suggests they
cannot follow their physician’s direc-
tion. It is unfair treatment. It has
nothing to do with tax dollars being
spent. It has everything to do with dis-
crimination and the rights of young
women.
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We hear plenty these days from the
political commentators about angry
white men. | would say it is time to
hear a little more about angry young
women of all ethnic origins who should
be angry about having this personal de-
cision interfered with by this Congress.

Support this Hoyer antidiscrimina-
tion amendment.

Mr. LIGHTFOOT. Mr. Chairman, |
yield 3% minutes to the always calm
and quiet gentleman from California
[Mr. DORNAN].

Mr. DORNAN. Well | am a happy
warrior Mr. Chairman, and | am in the
minority. The world is 53 percent fe-
male, and | am not a WASP. | am a
white Celtic Catholic, although | asso-
ciate with mostly WASP’s in this
House of both genders.

But as a minority male, 47 percent on
the globe, let me set history straight
here a little bit. People speak about
Roe-Wade on the other side of the aisle
and a few on this side with reverence.
Roe-Wade was a fraud. Roe, Norma
McCovey, has never had an abortion.
She has three daughters around this
country. Each one, she wanted to Kill
them singly at the time. She never did
succeed, thanks, to in the last case, the
laws of Texas, and her daughters are
all estranged from her, and they say,
“When you are through fighting drugs
and/or alcohol, mother, will you stop
telling the world you wished you had
killed us, and then we will reconcile
with you.”” That is the Norma McCovey
story.

Roe-Wade is Dred Scott.

Now, for those of you who have, and
I understand this, we have got to be
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civilized in this debate, for those of you
that see slavery as the God-awful de-
monic thing it was, beating and steal-
ing the sweat off the brow of people
throughout their whole life and break-
ing up families, if you cannot equate
that with Kkilling them, lynching them
in the womb, then, of course, we have a
basic disagreement.

The thing you say about choice is if
a prospective mother, and my daugh-
ter-in-law is now pregnant with our
10th grandchild in the second month;
this is when most abortions happen.
She is looking forward to movement
and quickening. This will be her third
and Sally’s and my 10th grandchild. 1
have lived through five of my own and
now a 10th, with daughters and son and
granddaughters and grandsons, I mean,
daughter-in-law and sons-in-law, we
are talking about life here.

If a woman says, ‘‘I am going to have
the baby,” she suddenly becomes pro-
life. If they choose death, then that is
what the pro-choice thing is. It is
death or life, and if this is an extremist
position, well, | feel your pain because
we are going to win this.

It is a funding issue, and those of us
who equate it with slavery, who equate
it with death, who equate it with flat-
tening a brainwave with sucking brain
tissue out, the thing that drives some
of you crazy in subcommittee, and it
will soon be on the floor as it was on
the Senate floor, the partial birth abor-
tion, where you take brain tissue out
and Kill the child in the birth channel,
that is going to be a heck of debate
later in this year; for those of you that
do not equate it with snuffing out a
life, every abortion stops a beating
heart. | feel sorry for you because we
are in the majority now. On stopping
abortions for Federal workers in uni-
form in military hospitals, | remind
you the vote was 230 to 196.

So, when George Bush broke his tax
pledge, which had nothing to do with
this issue, nine seats shifted in the
House, and then a daughter replaced
the father. That made 10 votes shift on
this issue by sheer terrible coincidence;
that was 20 up, 20 down. We shifted to
the pro-abortion or pro-choice, if you
want to use that term, side. Now, with
every pro-lifer at the gubernatorial,
Senate and House level winning in the
country and 40 pro-abortion either re-
tiring or most of them were defeated, it
shifted. 230 was not on funding. This is
on funding. Watch us go up to 240.

I repeat, | feel your pain. We will win
Mr. Chairman.

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Chairman, | yield 2
minutes to the gentleman from Texas
[Mr. BENTSEN].

(Mr. BENTSEN asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BENTSEN. Mr. Chairman, | rise
today in strong support of the Hoyer
amendment to the fiscal year 1996
Treasury Postal appropriations bill.
Once again, legislation before this Con-
gress threatens women’s health and a
woman’s right to choose—a right guar-
anteed by the Constitution.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

This is an issue of fairness. Women
who work for the Federal Government
deserve the same quality of care that
women in private sector America
enjoy. Furthermore, Federal employees
should be allowed to use their health
insurance to pay for a legal medical
procedure.

Federal employees, like their coun-
terparts in the private sector, cur-
rently can choose a health care plan
that provides coverage for reproductive
health services. Two-thirds of private
health care plans provide such cov-
erage for their beneficiaries. The Hoyer
amendment preserves that right for the
1 million women enrolled in the Fed-
eral Employee Health Benefits Pro-
gram.

Earlier this year, this House voted to
prohibit servicewomen stationed over-
sees from using their own personal
funds to obtain abortion services at
military hospitals. This bill extends
this discrimination another step by
singling out women just because they
work for the Federal Government.

It is clear that some in this Congress
want to take away the right to choose
for all women. To those who wish to
overturn Roe versus Wade, | say have
the courage of your convictions and
schedule a vote to do so. This stealth
campaign against a woman’s right to
choose—a right guaranteed by law—is
deliberate and it’s wrong.

American women have the right to
choose. The Hoyer amendment simply
reaffirms this right for the million
women who work for the Federal Gov-
ernment. | urge my colleagues to sup-
port it.

Mr. LIGHTFOOT. Mr. Chairman, |
yield 2 minutes to the gentleman from
Minnesota [Mr. GUTKNECHT], another
member of our outstanding freshman
class.

Mr. GUTKNECHT. Mr. Chairman, |
thank the gentleman for yielding me
this time.

You know, this is a very difficult, di-
visive issue, and | think there are
strong opinions on both sides.

I respect the people on both sides of
this issue. | happen to believe that life
is a sacred gift from Almighty God, and
| do believe that we have a moral re-
sponsibility to stand up and speak out
on the things we believe deeply in.

But having respect for that, | under-
stand there are differences, but there is
no difference on this, and that is that
72 percent of the funds, of the money
that goes toward the purchase of
health insurance, comes from the tax-
payers of the United States of America.
And it is interesting because that 72
percent represents about what you con-
sistently see in the national polls of
the American people that say that
whether you believe abortion should be
legal or illegal, over 70 percent believe
that Federal funds should not be paid,
used to pay for them.

So the issue here today is not nec-
essarily whether you are for abortion
or whether you are against abortion,
whether you believe life is sacred or
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whether you believe it is not sacred.
The issue is: Are we going to be used to
pay for them?

I think | speak on behalf of the ma-
jority of the people in my district; |
know | speak for the majority of all
American people, whatever they hap-
pen to believe on that other issue, that
taxpayers’ funds should not be used to
pay for them, and that is the issue be-
fore us today. That is the issue we are
going to vote on in a few minutes, and
that is why | hope that my colleagues
will join me in opposing the Hoyer
amendment.

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Chairman, | yield 2
minutes to the distinguished gentle-
woman from Colorado [Mrs. SCHROE-
DER], who has been such an outstanding
spokesperson for human rights and
civil rights in this country.

Mrs. SCHROEDER. Mr. Chairman, |
thank the gentleman from Maryland
for yielding, and | rise proudly in sup-
port of his amendment. The gentleman
from Maryland is absolutely correct.

One of the prior gentlemen, speaking
on the other side, says, “We will win,
we will win.”” Well, guess what, women
will lose. American women will lose if
this amendment does not pass.

Why? You hear on the other side peo-
ple saying, well, conscience, con-
science, that we do not want Federal
taxpayers, who are paying Federal em-
ployees to have to have any of their
money go for any of these benefits.
Well, if you really want to apply that,
then people who do not think the Pen-
tagon should be spending so much
money for B-2 bombers should not have
to pay their taxes for that percentage,
or people who do not believe in blood
transfusions should not allow Federal
employees to be able to get that done
with their health care insurance, and
on and on and on.

Is it is not interesting we do not
apply this theory of conscience or any-
thing to anything other than women?
When it comes to women, we cannot
dictate enough to them in this body,
and this 104th Congress is ripping up
Roe versus Wade every way it can.

It is saying to Federal employees, if
we do not pass this amendment, If you
are raped, if one of your children is the
subject of incest, if you become preg-
nant and the pregnancy goes amiss and
your health is in danger, oh, sure, you
can get health treatment for it, but,
guess what, you pay. You pay. You can-
not have the health care coverage that
the Supreme Court says you are enti-
tled to. You are not given the same
rights as people in the private sector.

I do not know when we are going to
decide that we can lower the boom
enough on women. When you look at
the beginning of this century, women
finally walked into first-class citizen-
ship after working very hard to get
that vote. We will soon be celebrating
their having had that vote for 75 years,
and let me tell you, if this Congress
keeps doing what it is doing, we are
going to finally learn how to use that
vote and say to people we insist on
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being treated the same as any other
citizen and are tired of this.

Vote for the Hoyer amendment.

Mr. LIGHTFOOT. Mr. Chairman, |
yield 2 minutes to the gentleman from
Indiana [Mr. HOSTETTLER].

(Mr. HOSTETTLER asked and was
given permission to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. HOSTETTLER. Mr. Chairman, |
have come to the floor today to express
my strong opposition to the gentleman
from Maryland’s amendment to strike
the very reasonable provision in this
appropriations bill to restrict abortion
coverage in the Federal Employees
Health Benefits Program.

We have heard arguments that the
prohibition to deny abortion insurance
coverage to Federal employees would
mean that Congress would violate a
woman’s right to choose an abortion.
This is simply incorrect. Individuals
who wish to purchase abortion insur-
ance coverage are free to do so in the
marketplace and individuals who wish
to end the life of their unborn child can
also do so, but at their own cost. Amer-
icans should not be required to sub-
sidize abortion on demand.

We are responsible for how we spend
every tax dollar that the Federal Gov-
ernment collects from the American
taxpayer. And from these tax dollars,
the Federal Government currently con-
tributes approximately 72 percent of
the money toward the purchase of
health insurance for its employees.
Thus, taxpayers pay a majority of the
funds to purchase health insurance for
the Federal civilian work force.

This plan is not like any other health
plan. This is the health benefits plan
for the employees of the Federal Gov-
ernment and therefore, the American
taxpayer needs to be considered as it is
their money we are spending. This is
not about discrimination, this is not
about a woman’s right to choose. This
is about protecting American tax-
payers from paying for something that
violates their very core values and be-
liefs.

I firmly believe that killing an un-
born child cannot be compared to every
other medical procedure. Unfortu-
nately, ending a pregnancy by an elec-
tive abortion may be an option that is
available to every woman in this coun-
try. This fact does not in any way re-
quire that the American taxpayer be
forced to finance these morally objec-
tionable procedures. This is not health
care. | would contend that this is any-
thing but and | urge you to oppose this
amendment.

Mr. LIGHTFOOT. Mr. Chairman, |
yield 1 minute to the gentleman from
Florida [Mr. STEARNS].

(Mr. STEARNS asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. STEARNS. Mr. Chairman, | rise
in opposition to the Hoyer amendment.

I wish colleagues will listen carefully
to this.

It gets a little complicated. Basi-
cally, if we do not speak up against
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this, the Hoyer amendment is going to
delete two paragraphs within the bill,
which will allow abortion on demand.

The Federal Government pays a por-
tion of the Federal employee benefits
program; the premium that we all pay,
the Government pays a portion of it.
Nine million Federal Government em-
ployees, their dependents and retirees
are covered under this plan.

Should the American taxpayers have
an interest in the health care coverage
of Federal employees? Absolutely. You
bet. Most Americans, even if they can
accept the idea of abortions, do not
want to pay for them. Asking anyone
to subsidize abortions is offensive
enough; asking the American tax-
payers, whose hard-earned labor pays
for the Government employees’ salary
to underwrite elective abortions is just
plain wrong.

I ask all of my colleagues, regardless
of what position you are on this, we
cannot strike those two paragraphs,
because then we will have abortion on
demand in the employee’s Federal ben-
efit health program.

0O 1145

Mr. LIGHTFOOT. Mr. Chairman, |
yield 2 minutes to the gentlewoman
from Maryland [Mrs. MORELLA].

Mrs. MORELLA. Mr. Chairman, |
really appreciate the gentleman, the
chairman of the subcommittee, yield-
ing this time to me, and | certainly ap-
preciate the leadership that has come
from the ranking minority member of
that subcommittee for his leadership
with regard to this amendment which |
think is so important.

Mr. Chairman, | do not understand
why we are doing this. With regard to
Federal employees we are downsizing,
we are increasing their retirement fees
that they will be paying, and now we
are taking away something else that
has been part of their benefits package,
their opportunity to choose for their
health care.

Currently two-thirds of private fee-
for-service plans and 70 percent of
health maintenance organizations pro-
vide this abortion coverage. To not
allow the FEHBP to provide this
health service is harmful to women’s
health, and it discriminates against
women and, certainly, Federal employ-
ees.

The Federal Employees Health Bene-
fit Plans should be comparable to those
that are offered in the private sector
which, as | mentioned, overwhelmingly
provide the full range of reproductive
health services. They are part of the
total compensation package earned by
Federal and postal employees and thus
should cover the full health needs of
the employee. Arbitrarily banning any

benefit effectively reduces earned
wages.
Mr. Chairman, this is a promise

made; it should be a promise that is
kept.

The inequity of this measure is mag-
nified by the fact that the Federal
health care plan pays for other preg-
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nancy-related services. If the funding
ban goes into effect again, the approxi-
mately 1.2 million women of reproduc-
tive age who rely on the FEHB pro-
gram must either pay with their own
private funds or continue with an unin-
tended pregnancy of major dimensions.
The restriction would be put in place
despite the fact that Federal workers
do have a portion of their health pre-
miums deducted out of their own pay-
checks.

Mr. Chairman, | ask this body to be
sensible and to vote for the Hoyer
amendment.

Mr. LIGHTFOOT. Mr. Chairman, |
yield 2 minutes to the gentleman from
the great State of Illinois [Mr. HYDE],
our good friend and colleague.

(Mr. HYDE asked and was given per-
mission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. HYDE. Mr. Chairman, | just wish
to weigh in as strongly as | can with
great respect to my good friend, the
gentleman from Maryland [Mr. HOYER],
in opposition to his amendment. If
abortion is a good thing, or even a neu-
tral benign thing, and one really be-
lieves that, then, as my colleagues
know, they should support Mr. HOYER’S
amendment. But if they believe that
abortion is the purposeful killing of an
unborn child, a little life that is on its
way to enjoying citizenship, then it is
wrong. It is a rejection, a repudiation,
of the notion that one should be re-
sponsible for one’s acts. It is an act not
of compassion and of love, but of self-
ishness and coldness, and abortions are
just a bad thing.

Mr. Chairman, that is my conviction.
I do not take a gun to anybody’s head
and say, ‘““You have to think as |
think,” but I would appeal to the com-
mon sense and the logic of people who
realize that abortion is really so abhor-
rent that we hardly use the word. We
use ‘‘pro choice.”” We use “‘reproductive
rights.”” We use all sorts of euphemisms
to avoid confronting the fact that abor-
tion is the deliberate Killing of a life
that has begun and a mother who
should be the natural protector of her
child suddenly its adversary.

Mr. Chairman, | resent that if my
money is paying for this extermination
of this pregnancy. It is not a termi-
nation. All pregnancies terminate at
the end of 9 months, but this is an ex-
termination of a little life that has
begun and is entitled in simple justice
to at least have that right to life,
which is an endowment which the Cre-
ator, according to our Declaration of
Independence, respected.

Now | say to my colleagues, 72 per-
cent of the costs for these premiums is
Federal money, your money and my
money, and people say, “Get the Gov-
ernment out of the bedroom.”” Well, get
the Government out of our pockets
paying for this heinous activity called
abortion.

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Chairman, | yield 2
minutes to the gentlewoman from
Michigan [Ms. RIVERS].
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Ms. RIVERS. Mr. Chairman, this is a
difficult debate, and, as has been cor-
rectly pointed out, the majority of
Americans do not like abortion, but
what is equally important to point out
is that even a greater majority of
Americans do not want the Govern-
ment to make these kinds of decisions
for American families.

| had an opportunity to make this de-
cision. | was a mother at 18 under cir-
cumstances that were not optimal, but
I made the decision that many people
on the other side would want to see me
make. | kept my baby. But the choice
was much harder, much more difficult,
and the life that it created was of a de-
gree that | could have never antici-
pated. | had never guessed that | would
find my self in a job market without
skills, that | would be without health
insurance, that | would not be able to
buy a home, that | would get my edu-
cation in a piecemeal way. That is
what an early pregnancy means in real-
life terms, and that is why it is impor-
tant to let each and every family in-
volved make these decisions for them-
selves.

I would never, having lived through
it, force that kind of a decision on an-
other human being. But the question
here today is whether or not we will
take away a perfectly legal and con-
stitutionally protected choice for 1
million women simply because they
work for the Federal Government.
Whether or not we will allow the good
burghers who populate Congress to de-
cide the private decisions of American
families, nothing could be so antithet-
ical to the individual freedoms that the
majority in this House preach in every
other arena we discuss. They talk
about returning to traditional values;
well, let’s go back to one that is basic
to America: ““Mind your own business.”’

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair wishes to
inform the Committee that the gen-
tleman from lowa [Mr. LIGHTFOOT] has
8% minutes remaining and the gen-
tleman from Maryland [Mr. HOYER] has
7 minutes and 50 seconds remaining.

Mr. LIGHTFOOT. Mr. Chairman, |
yield an additional 2 minutes to the
gentleman from Illinois [Mr. HYDE].

(Mr. HYDE asked and was given per-
mission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. HYDE. Mr. Chairman, in re-
sponse to the gentlewoman’s remarks
which are common argument against
our position, that we should ““mind our
own business,”” that brings up a most
interesting question:

Whose business is it when a member,
tiny little member, of the human fam-
ily is about to be killed? Is it any-
body’s business? Is it a matter of pri-
vacy only between the doctor and the
pregnant woman, or is society in-
volved?

I would remind the gentlewoman of
the words of the great English poet,
John Donne, who said “Every man’s
death diminishes me for | am involved
in mankind.”

Does society have any responsibility
for the taking of an innocent human
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life? Mr. Chairman, she obviously says,
“No, turn your back, walk away,”’” and
I say, oh, no, we have a responsibility
toward fellow human beings to protect
them in the most basic right, which is
the right to life.

I have seen animals protect their
young with a compassion and tender-
ness that is very instructive. | have
seen a crocodile scoop up eggs and
carry them down to the waterside with
a gentleness that was almost poetic,
and then, when | think of the abortion
mills, or reproductive health clinics,
pardon me, churning out death, it is
more than ironic. | say government ex-
ists to protect the weak from the
strong, and the gentlewoman’s party,
political party, more than my party,
has always been for the ones that are
left out, left behind, the forgotten
ones, but they sure ignore the unborn,
and | take pride in the fact that my
party looks to the unborn and will pro-
tect that unborn when the mother be-
comes its deadly adversary.

Ms. RIVERS. Mr. Chairman, will the
gentleman yield?

Mr. HYDE. | yield to the gentle-
woman from Michigan.

Ms. RIVERS. One of the issues that |
see take place on a regular basis or
strategy——

The CHAIRMAN. The time of the
gentleman from lIllinois [Mr. HYDE] has
expired.

Mr. HYDE. The gentlewoman from
Michigan can get time, Mr. Chairman,
and we can have our colloquy.

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Chairman, | yield 50
seconds to the gentlewoman from
Michigan [Ms. RIVERS].

Ms. RIVERS. Mr. Chairman, the
strategy that | see going on here is one
that is used regularly, which is to
argue this debate as if this decision
will decide whether or not this choice
will be available to American women. |
say to the gentleman, ‘“You have lost
that argument.”

Mr. HYDE. So. far.

Ms. RIVERS. The Constitution
makes it very clear. This is about who
will decide for 100 million women who
work for the Federal Government
whether it should be families involved
making a decision within the law of
the land or people here who want to op-
erate in very paternalistic, intrusive,
invasive ways in basic decisions. That
is where we differ. That is what this
issue is not, whether this should or
should not happen. It is who should
make the decision under the law, and |
suggest, and the gentleman argues elo-
quently in every other area, that the
Government is not the best entity to
make these decisions.

Mr. HYDE. Mr. Chairman, will the
gentlewoman let me say something?
Will the gentlewoman yield?

Ms. RIVERS. 1| vyield exactly the
amount of time the gentleman yielded
to me, which | think was about 8 sec-
onds.

Mr. HYDE. Mr. Chairman, | think
Roe versus Wade ranks right us there
with Dred Scott as a terrible decision.
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Ms. RIVERS. And the gentleman has
the right to that opinion.

Mr. LIGHTFOOT. Mr. Chairman, |
yield 30 seconds to the gentleman from
Florida [Mr. STEARNS].

(Mr. STEARNS asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. STEARNS. Mr. Chairman, | just
want to ask or | want to respond to the
gentlewoman from Michigan when she
said it is the law of the land. I want to
read to her what the Supreme Court of
the United States has said, that Gov-
ernment can distinguish between abor-
tion and, quote, other medical proce-
dures. In upholding the Hyde amend-
ment the Court said, quote, abortion is
inherently different from other medi-
cal procedures because no other proce-
dure involves the purposeful termi-
nation of a potential life.

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Chairman, | yield 2
minutes to the gentlewoman from New
York [Mrs. LowEeY].

Mrs. LOWEY. | see the distinguished
gentleman from Illinois [Mr. HYDE]
leaving the room, and | just want to
say to the distinguished gentleman
that | have great respect for the gen-
tleman. We work together on many is-
sues. In fact, on my committee | have
been a strong advocate for the Adop-
tion Opportunities Act, and | do think
we have to encourage those who choose
to have a child, and we want to help
those mothers and those families pro-
tect that child and take care of that
child, and that is why | am such a
strong supporter and | have always ad-
vocated funding for that act. | just
want to comment on a few things the
gentleman said when we talked about
the fact that we believe abortion is a
good thing.

I am a mother of three beautiful
grown children. I have been married for
34 years. | try to teach my children,
and | hope some day | will have grand-
children, and, yes, | agree with the gen-
tleman, to teach responsibility, to
teach responsibility for one’s own ac-
tions. | think we agree on that. But |
do not think anybody in this room, or
any woman | know who had to face
that very difficult decision, would say
that abortion is a good thing. When a
woman has to make the very difficult
decision with her religious counselor,
her family, her doctor, or with whom
she chooses to make that decision, it is
very difficult.

My distinguished colleagues, are we
going to say to people who are victims
of rape, ‘““Victims of rape, you have to
carry that rapist’s child”’? Are we
going to say to victims of incest, to
Federal employees who are victims of
incest, ‘“You have to carry that per-
son’s child”’? That seems to me to be
uncommon indecency.

So | would like to say it is unfair for
us to treat Federal employees with dis-
crimination, and, in fact, why should
we be taking women backward?

O 1200

Mr. LIGHTFOOT. Mr.
yield myself 3 minutes.

Chairman, |
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Mr. Chairman, obviously this is a dif-
ficult debate. The gentlewoman from
New York [Mrs. Lowey], who just
spoke, made comments as far as what a
woman faces, and | am sure those are
difficult. But | stand here today as a
product of an orphanage, and someone
did not make the decision to have me
terminated when | was a fetus, as the
law describes it.

So | think there is a lot more to this
than just what one individual thinks.
In fact, personally, to my knowledge,
there has only been one Immaculate
Conception, and | think in this whole
issue of unwanted pregnancies, we have
too long overlooked the responsibility
that the man has in the process as
well. I think that is something that we
should address. This is not the place to
do it here today, but I believe it is part
of the problem.

What we did with our subcommittee
language was basically take the bill
back to language that has existed for
nearly 10 years, starting back in 1985.
We are talking about an elective proce-
dure, an abortion. It is as elective as
getting a facelift, it as elective as get-
ting a hair transplant.

We heard the gentleman from Texas
[Mr. DOGGETT] refer to it a moment ago
as a health care benefit. | have a little
difficulty putting this kind of a proce-
dure under a definition as a health care
benefit. We look at a health care bene-
fit as something to cure disease. It is a
way to pay for cutting out a cancer. It
is a way to repair someone that has
been damaged in a car wreck or by
abuse on our city streets, which brings
me to an interesting point as it relates
to abortion.

Under the law of the land, if a preg-
nant woman is en route to an abortion-
ist to have an abortion and is involved
in a car accident and the child she is
carrying is killed as a result of that ac-
cident, the individual responsible for
driving the other car is charged with
murder. However, had she been allowed
to continue that trip to the abortion-
ist, it would have been considered a
health care procedure.

Now, there is something very wrong
with that picture. That is why | have
stayed out of what is a very emotional
debate, because it is difficult not to get
emotional when you get into this. But
I think because it is such a controver-
sial issue, that the majority of the tax-
payers, including those who believe
that having an abortion is the right
way to go, believe we just should not
be using any Federal money to pro-
mote, to pay for the process.

I know there are a lot of emotional
debates that can be made on either side
of the argument. But, again, | would
just ask my colleagues to look at this
from the perspective as it is in our bill,
as purely a funding issue we are talk-
ing about, and not the merits of it, and
would again urge a no vote on the
amendment of the gentleman from
Maryland [Mr. HOYER].
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Mr. HOYER. Mr. Chairman, | yield 2
minutes to the gentleman from Califor-
nia [Mr. FARR].

Mr. FARR. Mr. Chairman, | thank
the gentleman for yielding time to me.

Mr. Chairman, | rise on this issue as
a father, and | want to point out that
there has been a lot of emotional de-
bate here. Let us stick to the facts.
The facts are stated on page 63 of the
bill, line 22. They say, no funds appro-
priated by this act shall be available to
pay with any health care plan, any
health care plan.

Now, in the Federal Government we
go to the private sector and we ask the
private sector to offer health care
plans to our employees. Mr. Chairman,
in the State of California that you and
I represent, companies like Aetna,
Cigna, Foundation Health  Care,
HealthNet, Blue Cross and Blue Shield,
Met Life, Kaiser, and Maxicare, on and
on, all offer health care plans not only
to Federal employees, but to the 6,000
governments that exist in California,
all those local governments, school
governments, fire departments, water
districts, all of those people that have
public employees who are also paid by
the taxes that pay the Federal Govern-
ment.

So this issue before us is not the
emotional one that you have been
hearing debated. It is a contract issue,
and it is a discriminatory issue. It es-
sentially says, and this gets back to
my point as a father, | buy a plan for
my family. My daughter, 16, 17 years
old, just became 17 years old, if she vis-
its me here in Washington, gets raped
in Washington, what this plan says is
the health care plan | buy cannot cover
the medical emergency procedures she
would need to terminate a pregnancy
caused by rape.

That is absurd. That is discrimina-

tory. It does not just discriminate
against women, it discriminates
against fathers. It discriminates

against people who give their life to
come work for the Federal Govern-
ment. And if this were really what you
wanted to do, then you would prohibit
States, you would prohibit local gov-
ernments, you would prohibit every-
body in the public sector from having
such plans. Mr. Chairman, | urge the
support of the Hoyer amendment and
reject the bill.

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Chairman, | yield
myself the balance of my time.

Mr. Chairman, we have had a debate,
and we have talked about an emo-
tional, wrenching issue. Previously,
the gentlewoman from Michigan [Ms.
RIVERS] said we have a legal medical
procedure. You can refer to it however
you want. It depends upon your per-
spective. This is not a taxpayer’s issue.
CBO says we will pay the same thing
for insurance policies with or without
this coverage. Our contribution will be
the same. The taxpayer will not be
asked to pay one additional nickel.

Yes, the taxpayer pays for the Fed-
eral health benefit, but the taxpayer
also pays for the salary. Who rises here
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to say that a Federal employee may
not spend their salary money as they
see fit on legal objectives in this coun-
try? Who here rises to say that?

Apparently, Mr. Chairman,
rises to say that.

The fact of the matter is, employees,
as | said at the beginning of this de-
bate, have a compensation package. It
is composed of three parts: Salary,
health benefits, and retirement. Who
rises here to say that the retirement of
a Federal employee, because it comes,
obviously, from taxpayers and the Fed-
eral Treasury, cannot be spent except
in the way that we tell them to do on
legal objectives?

That is what this issue is about, the
denigration of Federal employees as
employees and as citizens of this coun-
try. That is what this debate is all
about, Mr. Chairman.

The issue of abortion would be raised
if we precluded that from being pur-
chased by anybody, Federal employees
or others. But that is not what this
issue says. It says if a Federal em-
ployee is raped or becomes pregnant as
a result of incest, that their health
care policy cannot cover that. Who
here rises to say that that is a policy
that we ought to pursue?

Mr. Chairman, | would hope that we
could step back from the passion of
this issue, of the strongly held convic-
tions and what | believe to be abso-
lutely justifiable perspectives that
Members on both sides of this issue
have. It is a difficult issue for Govern-
ment to deal with.

But | think it is not a difficult issue
to say that Federal employees will be
in the same position as every other
American when they purchase a health
care policy. Their employer will pay a
portion of the premium, they will pay
a portion of the premium, and they will
select a policy of their choice.

I would hope that we would expunge
this language from the bill.

Mr. LIGHTFOOT. Mr. Chairman, to
close debate, | yield the balance of my
time to the gentleman from New Jer-
sey [Mr. SMITH].

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman
from New Jersey is recognized for 3
minutes.

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Chair-
man, why all these abortion votes and
debates on appropriations bills? It is
precisely because unless we affirma-
tively and explicitly prohibit funding
for abortion in a myriad of Federal pro-
grams, like the Federal Employees
Health Benefits Program, abortion will
be paid for with tax funds. The simple
fact of the matter is that the abortion
industry is like a lamprey, a leech,
draining taxpayer funds from the Fed-
eral Treasury unless specific language
precludes its use.

The underlying bill language offered
by the gentleman from lowa, Chairman
LIGHTFOOT, halts the flow of taxpayer
funds for this program, and | congratu-
late him for his courage and very sen-
sitivity to women and children in doing
this.

nobody
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Two earlier speakers suggested that
this debate is not about abortion, but
surely it is. However, that line of argu-
ment has been used in the past when
the Hyde amendment was up, it was
about economic equity for poor women
vis-a-vis rich women. When the D.C.
bill came up, it was the home rule
question. When the DOD bill comes up,
it is military health care.

Mr. Chairman, this amendment is
about abortion. Prior to its inclusion
back in the early 1980’s, the Federal
Employees Health Benefits Program
paid for 17,000 abortions. That is a lot
of children who have died.

Mr. Chairman, children are not prop-
erty. Children are not objects. | ap-
plaud the feminists when they say
women should not be treated as ob-
jects. But where is the consistency
when the pro-abortion feminists turn
around and say unborn children can be
reduced to per sona non grata, to some-
one who can be killed, boys and girls,
at will?

The Hoyer amendment would fund
the deed of abortion, and that is why |
think it is so crucial to realize that we
are part of that. We are actually pay-
ing for the deed if Members were to
support the Hoyer amendment. And the
abortion methods are gruesome, literal
dismemberment of an unborn child,
chemical poisoning of children, injec-
tions of poisons. Not injections of
medicines that are designed to safe-
guard, help, and nurture the child, but
poisons that have only one intent—de-
stroy the baby, bring on labor, and
produce that child.

Some years ago | met a young lady,
my wife and I, by the name of Nancy
Jo Mann, that is her real name, from
lowa. She had a perfectly legal abor-
tion at 5%2 months. She talked about it
at great length before a House commit-
tee. She said, ‘“Once they put the saline
in, there is no way to reverse it. For
the next hour and a half, | felt my
daughter thrash around violently while
she was being choked, poisoned,
burned, and suffocated to death. | did
not know any of this was going to hap-
pen. | remember telling my baby, I
didn’t want to do this. | wished that
she could live, and yet she was dying.
And | remember her very last kick on
her left side. She had no strength left.
I tried to imagine us dying that kind of
death, a pillow put over us, suffocating.
In 4 minutes we would pass out. We
would have the fight of passing out. It
took her an hour and a half to die.”

The Hoyer amendment, make no mis-
take about it, will fund chemical
poisonings like the one that Kkilled
Nancy Jo Mann’s baby. That is what
this is all about, funding the deed. |
urge rejection.

Ms. FURSE. Mr. Chairman, we had a bill on
this House floor just a month ago that discrimi-
nated against women who are serving in our
military by denying them the full range of med-
ical services at military hospitals overseas.
Now we have another bill before us that dis-
criminates against our women Federal em-
ployees.
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Women serving the Federal Government
deserve the same civil rights as the vast ma-
jority of American women whose private insur-
ance plans cover the full range of reproductive
health services.

This Treasury/Postal Service appropriations
bill contains a discriminatory policy that rep-
resents another step in the anti-choice cam-
paign to take away health insurance coverage
for abortion for all women. With this bill, anti-
choice Members of Congress are attempting
to deny comprehensive insurance coverage to
more than 1 million women who work for the
Federal Government.

Men who work for the Federal Government
are able to get the medical services they
need. Unfortunately, this bill treats women like
second-class citizens.

Singling out abortion for exclusion from
health care plans that cover other reproductive
health care is harmful to women’s health and
discriminates against women in public service.

| urge the House to reverse this unfair and
unwise decision and move women forward,
not down the road to the back alleys.

Mr. TORKILDSEN. Mr. Chairman, | support
the Hoyer amendment.

While | oppose Federal funding of abortion,
| strongly take issue with the argument that
this bill, in fact includes Federal funding. The
benefits package offered to Federal employ-
ees is the compensation that they received for
public service. If we follow the same logic
used by those opposed to this amendment,
this Congress will soon be dictating how Fed-
eral employees spend their paychecks, be-
cause their paychecks are—of course—Fed-
eral funding. Voting against this amendment
will set a dangerous precedent of congres-
sional encroachment into the personal lives of
this Nation’s employees. Next, we will be man-
dating that Federal employees buy only do-
mestic consumer goods, or deny them the op-
tion of sending their children to private or pa-
rochial schools. These edicts are as ridiculous
as the one embodied in this bill.

Frankly, | am shocked that the bill's lan-
guage does not even include a caveat for vic-
tims of rape and incest. Where is the lan-
guage embodied in the current Hyde amend-
ment? It is absolutely unconscionable that this
bill does not provide coverage for those who
were forced against their will to engage in sex-
ual intercourse. | thank Chairman LIGHTFOOT
for expressing the same concern, but | don't
feel this House should just leave this issue up
to the Conference Committee. Victims of rape
and incest deserve the same coverage that
beneficiaries of Federal entitlement programs.
It is a fundamental matter of fairness.

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Chairman, | rise in
strong opposition to the Packard/Dornan
amendment to HR 2020, the Treasury, Postal
Service, and General Government Appropria-
tions Bill for fiscal year 1996, and in strong
support of the Lightfoot substitute amendment.
The Packard/Dornan amendment, in seeking
to redress a few well-publicized abuses in a
few isolated Federal employee training pro-
grams, employs a shotgun approach that
would preclude Federal employees from re-
ceiving potentially lifesaving information re-
garding the transmission of HIV/AIDS.

HIV/AIDS is the leading killer of Americans
age 25-44. Under the Federal Work Place
HIV/AIDS Education Initiative, Federal employ-
ees are provided with accurate and com-
prehensive information on how HIV/AIDS is,
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and equally important in the work place, is not
transmitted. This vitally important initiative is
protected wunder the Lightfoot substitute
amendment; it is eviscerated under the Pack-
ard/Dornan amendment.

Supporters of the Packard/Dornan amend-
ment would lead people to believe that the
Federal Government, in offering such HIV/
AIDS training, is acting in an extreme or un-
usual manner. This is not the case. HIV/AIDS
prevention and education training is supported
by the Centers for Disease Control and Pre-
vention and the American Red Cross. Like-
wise, a sizable number of Fortune 500 compa-
nies such as AETNA Life Insurance Company,
RJR Nabisco, Eastman Kodak, IBM and em-
ploy HIV/AIDS training in their work places.

| urge my colleagues’ strong opposition to
the Packard/Dornan amendment and ardent
support for the Lightfoot substitute.

The CHAIRMAN. Under the unani-
mous consent agreement, all time has
expired.

The question is on the amendment
offered by the gentleman from Mary-
land [Mr. HOYER].

The question was taken; and the
Chairman announced that the noes ap-
peared to have it.

RECORDED VOTE

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Chairman, | demand
a recorded vote.

A recorded vote was ordered.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—ayes 188, noes 235,
not voting 11, as follows:

[Roll No. 526]
AYES—188

Abercrombie Filner Longley
Ackerman Flake Lowey
Baesler Foglietta Luther
Baldacci Foley Maloney
Barrett (WI) Frank (MA) Markey
Bass Franks (CT) Martinez
Becerra Franks (NJ) Martini
Beilenson Frelinghuysen Matsui
Bentsen Frost McCarthy
Berman Furse McDermott
Bishop Ganske McHugh
Boehlert Gejdenson Mclnnis
Bonilla Gephardt McKinney
Boucher Gibbons Meehan
Brown (CA) Gilchrest Meek
Brown (FL) Gilman Menendez
Brown (OH) Gonzalez Meyers
Cardin Gordon Mfume
Castle Green Miller (CA)
Chapman Greenwood Miller (FL)
Clay Gunderson Mineta
Clayton Gutierrez Minge
Clyburn Harman Mink
Coleman Hastings (FL) Molinari
Collins (IL) Hefner Moran
Condit Hilliard Morella
Conyers Hinchey Nadler
Coyne Horn Neal
Cramer Houghton Obey
Davis Hoyer Olver
DeFazio Jackson-Lee Owens
DelLauro Jacobs Pallone
Dellums Jefferson Pastor
Deutsch Johnson (CT) Payne (NJ)
Dicks Johnson (SD) Payne (VA)
Dingell Johnson, E. B. Pelosi
Dixon Johnston Peterson (FL)
Doggett Kelly Pickett
Dooley Kennedy (MA) Pomeroy
Durbin Kennedy (RI1) Porter
Ehrlich Kennelly Pryce
Engel Klug Ramstad
Eshoo Kolbe Rangel
Evans Lantos Reed
Farr Lazio Richardson
Fattah Levin Rivers
Fawell Lewis (GA) Rose
Fazio Lincoln Roukema
Fields (LA) Lofgren Roybal-Allard
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Rush
Sabo
Sanders
Sawyer
Schroeder
Schumer
Scott
Serrano
Shays
Sisisky
Skaggs
Slaughter
Spratt
Stokes

Allard
Archer
Bachus
Baker (CA)
Baker (LA)
Ballenger
Barcia
Barr
Barrett (NE)
Bartlett
Barton
Bateman
Bereuter
Bevill
Bilbray
Bilirakis
Bliley
Blute
Boehner
Bonior
Bono
Borski
Brewster
Browder
Brownback
Bryant (TN)
Bunn
Bunning
Burr
Burton
Buyer
Callahan
Calvert
Camp
Canady
Chabot
Chambliss
Chenoweth
Christensen
Chrysler
Clement
Clinger
Coble
Coburn
Collins (GA)
Combest
Cooley
Costello
Cox

Crapo
Cremeans
Cubin
Cunningham
Danner

de la Garza
Deal
DelLay
Diaz-Balart
Dickey
Doolittle
Dornan
Doyle
Dreier
Duncan
Dunn
Edwards
Ehlers
Emerson
English
Ensign
Everett
Ewing
Fields (TX)
Flanagan
Forbes
Fowler
Fox

Frisa
Funderburk

1995

Studds
Tanner
Thomas
Thompson
Thornton
Thurman
Torkildsen
Torres
Torricelli
Towns
Velazquez
Vento
Visclosky
Ward
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Gallegly
Gekas
Geren
Gillmor
Goodlatte
Goodling
Goss
Graham
Gutknecht
Hall (OH)
Hall (TX)
Hamilton
Hancock
Hansen
Hastings (WA)
Hayes
Hayworth
Hefley
Heineman
Herger
Hilleary
Hobson
Hoekstra
Hoke
Holden
Hostettler
Hunter
Hutchinson
Hyde
Inglis
Istook
Johnson, Sam
Jones
Kanjorski
Kaptur
Kasich
Kildee
Kim

King
Kingston
Kleczka
Klink
Knollenberg
LaFalce
LaHood
Largent
Latham
LaTourette
Laughlin
Leach
Lewis (CA)
Lewis (KY)
Lightfoot
Linder
Lipinski
Livingston
LoBiondo
Lucas
Manton
Manzullo
Mascara
McCollum
McCrery
McDade
McHale
MclIntosh
McKeon
McNulty
Metcalf
Mica
Mollohan
Montgomery
Moorhead
Murtha
Myrick
Nethercutt
Neumann
Ney
Norwood
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Waters
Watt (NC)
Waxman
White
Williams
Wilson
Wise
Woolsey
Wyden
Wynn
Yates
Zeliff
Zimmer

Nussle
Oberstar
Ortiz

Orton
Oxley
Packard
Parker
Paxon
Peterson (MN)
Petri
Pombo
Portman
Poshard
Quillen
Quinn
Radanovich
Rahall
Regula
Riggs
Roberts
Roemer
Rogers
Rohrabacher
Ros-Lehtinen
Roth

Royce
Salmon
Sanford
Saxton
Scarborough
Schaefer
Schiff
Seastrand
Sensenbrenner
Shadegg
Shaw
Shuster
Skeen
Skelton
Smith (MI)
Smith (NJ)
Smith (TX)
Smith (WA)
Solomon
Souder
Spence
Stearns
Stenholm
Stockman
Stump
Stupak
Talent
Tate
Tauzin
Taylor (MS)
Taylor (NC)
Tejeda
Thornberry
Tiahrt
Traficant
Tucker
Upton
Volkmer
Vucanovich
Waldholtz
Walker
Walsh
Wamp
Watts (OK)
Weldon (FL)
Weldon (PA)
Weller
Whitfield
Wicker
Wolf

Young (AK)
Young (FL)

NOT VOTING—I11

Andrews Crane Myers
Armey Ford Reynolds
Bryant (TX) Hastert Stark
Collins (MI) Moakley
0 1236

The Clerk announced the following
pair:

On this vote:

Mr. Andrews for, with Mr. Armey against.

Mr. MARKEY changed his vote from
““no’ to “‘aye.”

So the amendment was rejected.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Mr. HASTERT. Mr. Chairman, on
rollcall vote No. 526, | was unavoidably
detained. Had | been present, | would
have voted ‘‘no.”

Mr. HOKE. Mr. Chairman, I move to
strike the last word to engage the
chairman of the committee in a col-
loquy.

Mr. Chairman, as we know, the Con-
gress has doubled the IRS’ budget over
the past 10 years, and the agency has
actually increased its employment by
20 percent. Yet there are grave con-
cerns that it remains inefficient, mis-
take-ridden, and is not up to present
commercial practices that are being
used in private commercial industry
today. Few Americans can really say
they are impressed by the IRS and that
they believe that the agency deserves
the raises it has received in recent
years.

In fact, on February 16, 1995, the GAO
testified before the gentleman’s Com-
mittee on Appropriations during a
hearing on the IRS’ tax system mod-
ernization program. The GAO outlined
many fundamental problems that
would prevent the IRS from imple-
menting that TSM, the tax system
modernization system.

Among the glaring problems that
were found out are a lack of sufficient
technical and management expertise
and skills to implement it, an inability
to take into account changes during
the development of TSM, and a lack of
development priorities, performance
measures, or technical guidelines.

My understanding is that our budget
does in fact cut certain aspects of the
IRS’ budget for the next year, includ-
ing some of the more invidious,
invasive, and frankly, very difficult
regulatory processes that they use to
torment Americans. Yet, we are in-
creasing the tax processing area of the
budget.

What | would like to know, Mr.
Chairman, from the chairman, is what
exactly is he doing to make sure that
the IRS is not going to abuse the trust
that we are putting in them with re-
spect to improving their tax processing
methods?

Mr. LIGHTFOOT. Mr. Chairman, will
the gentleman yield?

Mr. HOKE. | yield to the gentleman
from lowa.

Mr. LIGHTFOOT. Mr. Chairman, |
thank the gentleman for yielding.
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In fact, Mr. Chairman, one of the pro-
visions that the gentleman will find
within the bill relates to tax system
modernization. | would even suggest
that the gentleman from Maryland
[Mr. HOoYER] has been interested in this
issue as well. What we are basically
doing, we are fencing off any money to
be used for TSM until the IRS imple-
ments a specific plan that follows the
recommendations of the General Ac-
counting Office, which has been very
critical of the past actions of IRS, and
until such time as that plan is submit-
ted with GAO approval, that money is
fenced off. They will not get it this
year, so it is off limits until they com-
ply.

I also, when we meet with our Senate
counterparts, will carry the gentle-
man’s concerns as well as a lot of the
other’s with us to that particular
meeting, and hopefully keep their feet
to the fire until we get the bang for the
buck, so to speak.

Mr. HOKE. If | can continue with one
other line of thinking, Mr. Chairman,
and | thank the gentleman for his
input on that, another area that is of a
great deal of concern to Members and
particularly to me has to do with col-
lections, and what we are doing in that
area. We have, | believe, a great deal to
learn from what other local and State
municipalities have done in this area
around the country. The fact is that we
have, as | understand it, over $100 bil-
lion in uncollected funds. It seems to
me that the IRS has exemplified a kind
of a top-down buldgeon approach to its
collection efforts, as opposed to the
sorts of efforts that have been very ef-
fective in the private sector.

What are we doing here in the Con-
gress to deal with that problem, and
are we doing anything that is going to
get into privatizing the collection
process so that we are not using this
kind of overwrought and heavy-handed
Federal and law enforcement type of
approach?

Mr. LIGHTFOOT. If the gentleman
will continue to yield, in the area of
tax collections the figure is closer to
$400 billion, rather than $100 billion,
which could make a huge hole in the
deficit, if we could collect that fund.
Quite frankly, the tax systems mod-
ernization problem feeds into the prob-
lem of not collecting the taxes, because
the IRS is working with 1950°’s and
1960’s technology out of cardboard
boxes, so it all works together.

Mr. HOKE. People who when han-
dling the House Finance Office were
also advising the IRS, would the gen-
tleman say?

Mr. LIGHTFOOT. I am not sure of
that connection, but what we are pro-
viding in the bill is a pilot project
wherein we will allow private collec-
tors to go after some of these legiti-
mately owed taxes, but with all the
protections that are necessary to pro-
tect the taxpayers and the taxpayers’
bill of rights, so there is plenty of pro-
tection there.
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Mr. HOKE. I am glad to hear that,
and | thank the gentleman for the col-
loquy.

Mrs. MORELLA. Mr. Chairman, |
move to strike the last word to enter
into colloquy with the chairman of the
committee.

Mr. Chairman, would section 528 of
the bill, 1 would ask the chairman,
alter the current definition of training
in chapter 41 of title V in the United
States Code? | ask, because this defini-
tion places emphasis on training which
will improve individual and organiza-
tional performance and assist in
achieving the agency’s mission and
performance goals.

Mr. LIGHTFOOT. Mr. Chairman, will
the gentlewoman yield?

Mrs. MORELLA. | yield to the gen-
tleman from lowa.

Mr. LIGHTFOOT. | would like to in-
form the gentlewoman that it would
not, Mr. Chairman. | share her con-
cerns. | think it is important that
agencies continue to use their strategic
plans and missions as a framework for
conducting their training.

Mrs. MORELLA. | am pleased to hear
that, and | thank the gentleman.

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Chairman, I move
to strike the last word to engage in a
colloguy with the gentleman from
lowa.

Mr. Chairman, | rise to express my
concern that the Committee on Appro-
priations has failed to fund the IRS
compliance initiative. The House bill
calls for a $139 million cut. According
to the IRS, this would result in a loss
of 8,000 to 10,000 FTE’s.
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Last year Congress approved a 5-year
initiative at a cost of $405 million an-
nually to hire 5,000 compliance person-
nel at IRS. The IRS predicted that this
initiative would bring in $9.2 billion in
revenue that would otherwise go uncol-
lected. The IRS has hired or in many
cases reassigned the personnel, and
CBO and GAO have indicated that the
revenue projection targets are on
track.

If this compliance initiative is not
fully funded this year, IRS employees
may have to be RIF’'d and revenue
owed the U.S. Government will go un-
collected. Such shortsightedness would
not be tolerated in the private sector,
and should be rejected by us as well.

Mr. HOYER. If the gentlewoman will
yield, 1 want to tell the gentlewoman
from the District of Columbia that |
share her concerns.

Ms. NORTON. | understand that
when the bill goes to conference, the
gentleman from Maryland [Mr. HOYER]
hopes to provide some additional fund-
ing for this program.

Mr. HOYER. If the gentlewoman will
yield further, very definitely 1| will
seek additional funding for this pro-
gram. | plan to work with the adminis-
tration officials, with the gentleman
from lowa [Mr. LIGHTFOOT], the chair-
man, and the House and Senate con-
ferees in increasing the funding for this
initiative.
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As the gentlewoman has observed, by
cutting the funding for this initiative
and stretching it out, we will collect
less funds. The reason last year we put
this off-budget was because CBO and,
in a bipartisan fashion, the Committee
on the Budget agreed that this was a
moneymaker, not a moneyloser, so
that if we do not invest these funds, we
will lose in terms of collections.

I share the gentlewoman’s view and |
will be pursuing that objective in con-
ference.

The CHAIRMAN. Are there any fur-
ther amendments to title VV?

If not, the Clerk will designate title
VI.

The text of title VI is as follows:

TITLE VI—-GOVERNMENTWIDE GENERAL
PROVISIONS

DEPARTMENTS, AGENCIES, AND CORPORATIONS

SECTION 601. Funds appropriated in this or
any other Act may be used to pay travel to
the United States for the immediate family
of employees serving abroad in cases of death
or life threatening illness of said employee.

SEC. 602. No department, agency, or instru-
mentality of the United States receiving ap-
propriated funds under this or any other Act
for fiscal year 1996 shall obligate or expend
any such funds, unless such department,
agency, or instrumentality has in place, and
will continue to administer in good faith, a
written policy designed to ensure that all of
its workplaces are free from the illegal use,
possession, or distribution of controlled sub-
stances (as defined in the Controlled Sub-
stances Act) by the officers and employees of
such department, agency, or instrumental-
ity.

SEC. 603. Notwithstanding 31 U.S.C. 1345,
any agency, department or instrumentality
of the United States which provides or pro-
poses to provide child care services for Fed-
eral employees may reimburse any Federal
employee or any person employed to provide
such services for travel, transportation, and
subsistence expenses incurred for training
classes, conferences or other meetings in
connection with the provision of such serv-
ices: Provided, That any per diem allowance
made pursuant to this section shall not ex-
ceed the rate specified in regulations pre-
scribed pursuant to section 5707 of title 5,
United States Code.

SEC. 604. Unless otherwise specifically pro-
vided, the maximum amount allowable dur-
ing the current fiscal year in accordance
with section 16 of the Act of August 2, 1946
(60 Stat. 810), for the purchase of any pas-
senger motor vehicle (exclusive of buses, am-
bulances, law enforcement, and undercover
surveillance vehicles), is hereby fixed at
$8,100 except station wagons for which the
maximum shall be $9,100: Provided, That
these limits may be exceeded by not to ex-
ceed $3,700 for police-type vehicles, and by
not to exceed $4,000 for special heavy-duty
vehicles: Provided further, That the limits set
forth in this section may not be exceeded by
more than five percent for electric or hybrid
vehicles purchased for demonstration under
the provisions of the Electric and Hybrid Ve-
hicle Research, Development, and Dem-
onstration Act of 1976: Provided further, That
the limits set forth in this section may be
exceeded by the incremental cost of clean al-
ternative fuels vehicles acquired pursuant to
Public Law 101-549 over the cost of com-
parable conventionally fueled vehicles.

SEC. 605. Appropriations of the executive
departments and independent establishments
for the current fiscal year available for ex-
penses of travel or for the expenses of the ac-
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tivity concerned, are hereby made available
for quarters allowances and cost-of-living al-
lowances, in accordance with 5 U.S.C. 5922—
24.

SEC. 606. Unless otherwise specified during
the current fiscal year no part of any appro-
priation contained in this or any other Act
shall be used to pay the compensation of any
officer or employee of the Government of the
United States (including any agency the ma-
jority of the stock of which is owned by the
Government of the United States) whose
post of duty is in the continental United
States unless such person (1) is a citizen of
the United States, (2) is a person in the serv-
ice of the United States on the date of enact-
ment of this Act who, being eligible for citi-
zenship, has filed a declaration of intention
to become a citizen of the United States
prior to such date and is actually residing in
the United States, (3) is a person who owes
allegiance to the United States, (4) is an
alien from Cuba, Poland, South Vietnam, the
countries of the former Soviet Union, or the
Baltic countries lawfully admitted to the
United States for permanent residence, or (5)
South Vietnamese, Cambodian, and Laotian
refugees paroled in the United States after
January 1, 1975, or (6) nationals of the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China that qualify for ad-
justment of status pursuant to the Chinese
Student Protection Act of 1992: Provided,
That for the purpose of this section, an affi-
davit signed by any such person shall be con-
sidered prima facie evidence that the re-
quirements of this section with respect to
his or her status have been complied with:
Provided further, That any person making a
false affidavit shall be guilty of a felony,
and, upon conviction, shall be fined no more
than $4,000 or imprisoned for not more than
one year, or both: Provided further, That the
above penal clause shall be in addition to,
and not in substitution for, any other provi-
sions of existing law: Provided further, That
any payment made to any officer or em-
ployee contrary to the provisions of this sec-
tion shall be recoverable in action by the
Federal Government. This section shall not
apply to citizens of Ireland, Israel, the Re-
public of the Philippines or to nationals of
those countries allied with the United States
in the current defense effort, or to inter-
national broadcasters employed by the Unit-
ed States Information Agency, or to tem-
porary employment of translators, or to
temporary employment in the field service
(not to exceed sixty days) as a result of
emergencies.

SEC. 607. Appropriations available to any
department or agency during the current fis-
cal year for necessary expenses, including
maintenance or operating expenses, shall
also be available for payment to the General
Services Administration for charges for
space and services and those expenses of ren-
ovation and alteration of buildings and fa-
cilities which constitute public improve-
ments performed in accordance with the
Public Buildings Act of 1959 (73 Stat. 749),
the Public Buildings Amendments of 1972 (87
Stat. 216), or other applicable law.

SEC. 608. In addition to funds provided in
this or any other Act, all Federal agencies
are authorized to receive and use funds re-
sulting from the sale of materials recovered
through recycling or waste prevention pro-
grams. Such funds shall be available until
expended for the following purposes:

(1) Acquisition, waste reduction and pre-
vention and recycling programs as described
in Executive Order 12873 (October 20, 1993),
including any such programs adopted prior
to the effective date of the Executive Order.

(2) Other Federal agency environmental
management programs, including but not
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limited to, the development and implemen-
tation of hazardous waste management and
pollution prevention programs.

(3) Other employee programs as authorized
by law or as deemed appropriate by the head
of the Federal agency.

SEC. 609. Funds made available by this or
any other Act for administrative expenses in
the current fiscal year of the corporations
and agencies subject to chapter 91 of title 31,
United States Code, shall be available, in ad-
dition to objects for which such funds are
otherwise available, for rent in the District
of Columbia; services in accordance with 5
U.S.C. 3109; and the objects specified under
this head, all the provisions of which shall be
applicable to the expenditure of such funds
unless otherwise specified in the Act by
which they are made available: Provided,
That in the event any functions budgeted as
administrative expenses are subsequently
transferred to or paid from other funds, the
limitations on administrative expenses shall
be correspondingly reduced.

SEC. 610. No part of any appropriation for
the current fiscal year contained in this or
any other Act shall be paid to any person for
the filling of any position for which he or she
has been nominated after the Senate has
voted not to approve the nomination of said
person.

SEC. 611. Any department or agency to
which the Administrator of General Services
has delegated the authority to operate,
maintain or repair any building or facility
pursuant to section 205(d) of the Federal
Property and Administrative Services Act of
1949, as amended, shall retain that portion of
the GSA rental payment available for oper-
ation, maintenance or repair of the building
or facility, as determined by the Adminis-
trator, and expend such funds directly for
the operation, maintenance or repair of the
building or facility. Any funds retained
under this section shall remain available
until expended for such purposes.

SEC. 612. Pursuant to section 1415 of the
Act of July 15, 1952 (66 Stat. 662), foreign
credits (including currencies) owed to or
owned by the United States may be used by
Federal agencies for any purpose for which
appropriations are made for the current fis-
cal year (including the carrying out of Acts
requiring or authorizing the use of such cred-
its), only when reimbursement therefor is
made to the Treasury from applicable appro-
priations of the agency concerned: Provided,
That such credits received as exchanged al-
lowances or proceeds of sales of personal
property may be used in whole or part pay-
ment for acquisition of similar items, to the
extent and in the manner authorized by law,
without reimbursement to the Treasury.

SEC. 613. No part of any appropriation con-
tained in this or any other Act shall be
available for interagency financing of
boards, commissions, councils, committees,
or similar groups (whether or not they are
interagency entities) which do not have a
prior and specific statutory approval to re-
ceive financial support from more than one
agency or instrumentality.

SEC. 614. Funds made available by this or
any other Act to the ““Postal Service Fund”
(39 U.S.C. 2003) shall be available for employ-
ment of guards for all buildings and areas
owned or occupied by the Postal Service and
under the charge and control of the Postal
Service, and such guards shall have, with re-
spect to such property, the powers of special
policemen provided by the first section of
the Act of June 1, 1948, as amended (62 Stat.
281; 40 U.S.C. 318), and, as to property owned
or occupied by the Postal Service, the Post-
master General may take the same actions
as the Administrator of General Services
may take under the provisions of sections 2
and 3 of the Act of June 1, 1948, as amended
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(62 Stat. 281; 40 U.S.C. 318a, 318b), attaching
thereto penal consequences under the au-
thority and within the limits provided in
section 4 of the Act of June 1, 1948, as amend-
ed (62 Stat. 281; 40 U.S.C. 318c).

SEC. 615. None of the funds made available
pursuant to the provisions of this Act shall
be used to implement, administer, or enforce
any regulation which has been disapproved
pursuant to a resolution of disapproval duly
adopted in accordance with the applicable
law of the United States.

SEC. 616. (a) Notwithstanding any other
provision of law, and except as otherwise
provided in this section, no part of any of the
funds appropriated for the fiscal year ending
on September 30, 1996, by this or any other
Act, may be used to pay any prevailing rate
employee described in section 5342(a)(2)(A) of
title 5, United States Code—

(1) during the period from the date of expi-
ration of the limitation imposed by section
617 of the Treasury, Postal Service and Gen-
eral Government Appropriations Act, 1995,
until the normal effective date of the appli-
cable wage survey adjustment that is to take
effect in fiscal year 1996, in an amount that
exceeds the rate payable for the applicable
grade and step of the applicable wage sched-
ule in accordance with such section 617; and

(2) during the period consisting of the re-
mainder of fiscal year 1996, in an amount
that exceeds, as a result of a wage survey ad-
justment, the rate payable under paragraph
(1) by more than the sum of—

(A) the percentage adjustment taking ef-
fect in fiscal year 1996 under section 5303 of
title 5, United States Code, in the rates of
pay under the General Schedule; and

(B) the difference between the overall aver-
age percentage of the locality-based com-
parability payments taking effect in fiscal
year 1996 under section 5304 of such title
(whether by adjustment or otherwise), and
the overall average percentage of such pay-
ments which was effective in fiscal year 1995
under such section.

(b) Notwithstanding any other provision of
law, no prevailing rate employee described in
subparagraph (B) or (C) of section 5342(a)(2)
of title 5, United States Code, and no em-
ployee covered by section 5348 of such title,
may be paid during the periods for which
subsection (a) is in effect at a rate that ex-
ceeds the rates that would be payable under
subsection (a) were subsection (a) applicable
to such employee.

(c) For the purposes of this section, the
rates payable to an employee who is covered
by this section and who is paid from a sched-
ule not in existence on September 30, 1995,
shall be determined under regulations pre-
scribed by the Office of Personnel Manage-
ment.

(d) Notwithstanding any other provision of
law, rates of premium pay for employees sub-
ject to this section may not be changed from
the rates in effect on September 30, 1995, ex-
cept to the extent determined by the Office
of Personnel Management to be consistent
with the purpose of this section.

(e) This section shall apply with respect to
pay for service performed after September
30, 1995.

(f) For the purpose of administering any
provision of law (including section 8431 of
title 5, United States Code, and any rule or
regulation that provides premium pay, re-
tirement, life insurance, or any other em-
ployee benefit) that requires any deduction
or contribution, or that imposes any require-
ment or limitation on the basis of a rate of
salary or basic pay, the rate of salary or
basic pay payable after the application of
this section shall be treated as the rate of
salary or basic pay.

(9) Nothing in this section shall be consid-
ered to permit or require the payment to any
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employee covered by this section at a rate in
excess of the rate that would be payable were
this section not in effect.

(h) The Office of Personnel Management
may provide for exceptions to the limita-
tions imposed by this section if the Office de-
termines that such exceptions are necessary
to ensure the recruitment or retention of
qualified employees.

SEC. 617. During the period in which the
head of any department or agency, or any
other officer or civilian employee of the Gov-
ernment appointed by the President of the
United States, holds office, no funds may be
obligated or expended in excess of $5,000 to
furnish or redecorate the office of such de-
partment head, agency head, officer or em-
ployee, or to purchase furniture or make im-
provements for any such office, unless ad-
vance notice of such furnishing or redecora-
tion is expressly approved by the Commit-
tees on Appropriations of the House and Sen-
ate. For the purposes of this section, the
word ‘‘office”” shall include the entire suite
of offices assigned to the individual, as well
as any other space used primarily by the in-
dividual or the use of which is directly con-
trolled by the individual.

SEC. 618. Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of law, no executive branch agency shall
purchase, construct, and/or lease any addi-
tional facilities, except within or contiguous
to existing locations, to be used for the pur-
pose of conducting Federal law enforcement
training without the advance approval of the
House and Senate Committees on Appropria-
tions.

SEC. 619. (a) No amount of any grant made
by a Federal agency shall be used to finance
the acquisition of goods or services (includ-
ing construction services) unless the recipi-
ent of the grant agrees, as a condition for
the receipt of such grant, to—

(1) specify in any announcement of the
awarding of the contract for the procure-
ment of the goods and services involved (in-
cluding construction services) the amount of
Federal funds that will be used to finance
the acquisition; and

(2) express the amount announced pursuant
to paragraph (1) as a percentage of the total
costs of the planned acquisition.

(b) The requirements of subsection (a) shall
not apply to a procurement for goods or serv-
ices (including construction services) that
has an aggregate value of less than $500,000.

SEC. 620. Notwithstanding section 1346 of
title 31, United States Code, funds made
available for fiscal year 1996 by this or any
other Act shall be available for the inter-
agency funding of national security and
emergency preparedness telecommunications
initiatives which benefit multiple Federal
departments, agencies, or entities, as pro-
vided by Executive Order Numbered 12472
(April 3, 1984).

SEC. 621. Notwithstanding any provisions
of this or any other Act, during the fiscal
year ending September 30, 1996, and here-
after, any department, division, bureau, or
office may use funds appropriated by this or
any other Act to install telephone lines, and
necessary equipment, and to pay monthly
charges, in any private residence or private
apartment of an employee who has been au-
thorized to work at home in accordance with
guidelines issued by the Office of Personnel
Management: Provided, That the head of the
department, division, bureau, or office cer-
tifies that adequate safeguards against pri-
vate misuse exist, and that the service is
necessary for direct support of the agency’s
mission.

SEC. 622. (a) None of the funds appropriated
by this or any other Act may be obligated or
expended by any Federal department, agen-
cy, or other instrumentality for the salaries
or expenses of any employee appointed to a
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position of a confidential or policy-determin-
ing character excepted from the competitive
service pursuant to section 3302 of title 5,
United States Code, without a certification
to the Office of Personnel Management from
the head of the Federal department, agency,
or other instrumentality employing the
Schedule C appointee that the Schedule C
position was not created solely or primarily
in order to detail the employee to the White
House.

(b) The provisions of this section shall not
apply to Federal employees or members of
the armed services detailed to or from—

(1) the Central Intelligence Agency;

(2) the National Security Agency;

(3) the Defense Intelligence Agency;

(4) the offices within the Department of
Defense for the collection of specialized na-
tional foreign intelligence through recon-
naissance programs;

(5) the Bureau of Intelligence and Research
of the Department of State;

(6) any agency, office, or unit of the Army,
Navy, Air Force, and Marine Corps, the Fed-
eral Bureau of Investigation and the Drug
Enforcement Administration of the Depart-
ment of Justice, the Department of Trans-
portation, the Department of the Treasury,
and the Department of Energy performing
intelligence functions; and

(7) the Director of Central Intelligence.

SEC. 623. No department, agency, or instru-
mentality of the United States receiving ap-
propriated funds under this or any other Act
for fiscal year 1996 shall obligate or expend
any such funds, unless such department,
agency or instrumentality has in place, and
will continue to administer in good faith, a
written policy designed to ensure that all of
its workplaces are free from discrimination
and sexual harassment and that all of its
workplaces are not in violation of title VII of
the Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended, the
Age Discrimination in Employment Act of
1967, and the Rehabilitation Act of 1973.

SEC. 624. No part of any appropriation con-
tained in this Act may be used to pay for the
expenses of travel of employees, including
employees of the Executive Office of the
President, not directly responsible for the
discharge of official governmental tasks and
duties: Provided, That this restriction shall
not apply to the family of the President,
Members of Congress or their spouses, Heads
of State of a foreign country or their
designee(s), persons providing assistance to
the President for official purposes, or other
individuals so designated by the President.

SEC. 625. Notwithstanding any provision of
law, the President, or his designee, must cer-
tify to Congress, annually, that no person or
persons with direct or indirect responsibility
for administering the Executive Office of the
President’s Drug-Free Workplace Plan are
themselves subject to a program of individ-
ual random drug testing.

SEC. 626. (a) Beginning in fiscal year 1996
and thereafter, for each Federal agency, ex-
cept the Department of Defense (which has
separate authority), an amount equal to 50
percent of—

(1) the amount of each utility rebate re-
ceived by the agency for energy efficiency
and water conservation measures, which the
agency has implemented; and

(2) the amount of the agency’s share of the
measured energy savings resulting from en-
ergy-savings performance contracts
may be retained and credited to accounts
that fund energy and water conservation ac-
tivities at the agency’s facilities, and shall
remain available until expended for addi-
tional specific energy efficiency or water
conservation projects or activities, including
improvements and retrofits, facility surveys,
additional or improved utility metering, and
employee training and awareness programs,
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as authorized by section 152(f) of the Energy
Policy Act (Public Law 102-486).

(b) The remaining 50 percent of each re-
bate, and the remaining 50 percent of the
amount of the agency’s share of savings from
energy-savings performance contracts, shall
be transferred to the General Fund of the
Treasury at the end of the fiscal year in
which received.

SEC. 627. Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of law, there is hereby established a
Commission which shall be known as the
“Commission on Federal Mandates’ (here-
after referred to as the ‘““Commission’’): Pro-
vided, That the Commission shall be com-
posed of nine Members appointed from indi-
viduals who possess extensive leadership ex-
perience in and knowledge of State, local,
and tribal governments and intergovern-
mental relations, including State and local
elected officials, as follows: (1) three Mem-
bers appointed by the Speaker of the House
of Representatives, in consultation with the
minority leader of the House of Representa-
tives; (2) three Members appointed by the
majority leader of the Senate, in consulta-
tion with the minority leader of the Senate:
and (3) three Members appointed by the
President: Provided further, That appoint-
ments may be made under this section with-
out regard to section 5311(b) of title 5, United
States Code: Provided further, That in gen-
eral, each member of the Commission shall
be appointed for the life of the Commission
and a vacancy in the Commission shall be
filled in the manner in which the original ap-
pointment was made: Provided further, That
(1) Members of the Commission shall serve
without pay; (2) Members of the Commission
who are full-time officers or employees of
the United States may not receive additional
pay, allowances or benefits by reason of their
service on the Commission; and (3) Each
Member of the Commission may receive
travel expenses, including per diem in lieu of
subsistence, in accordance with sections 5702
and 5703 of title 5, United States Code: Pro-
vided further, That the Commission shall con-
vene its first meeting by not later than 15
days after the date of the completion of ap-
pointment of the Members of the Commis-
sion: Provided further, That the Commission
shall report on Federal mandates as specified
in sections 302 (a), (c), (d), (e), and (f) of Pub-
lic Law 104-4: Provided further, That the Com-
mission shall have all authorities specified
under section 303 of Public Law 104-4: Pro-
vided further, That the term ‘‘Federal man-
date’” shall have the same meaning as speci-
fied in section 305 of Public Law 104-4, not-
withstanding sections 3 and 4 of that law:
Provided further, That the Commission shall
terminate 90 days after making the final re-
port identified above.

AMENDMENT OFFERED BY MR. DUNCAN

Mr. DUNCAN. Mr. Chairman, | offer
an amendment.

The Clerk read as follows:

Amendment offered by Mr. DUNCAN: Page
84, after line 17, insert the following new sec-
tion:

SEC. 628. The amounts otherwise provided
in this Act under the heading ‘““General Serv-
ices Administration—Federal Buildings
Fund—Limitations on Availability of Reve-
nue”’ for the following purposes are each re-
duced by $65,764,000:

(1) Aggregate amount available from the
Fund.

(2) Total amount available from the Fund
for construction of additional projects.

(3) Amount available for new construction,
Maryland, Montgomery and Prince George’s
Counties, Food and Drug Administration,
Phase II.

(4) Amount in excess of which revenues and
collections accruing to the Fund shall re-
main in the Fund.
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Mr. DUNCAN (during the reading).
Mr. Chairman, | ask unanimous con-
sent that the amendment be considered
as read and printed in the RECORD.

The CHAIRMAN. Is there objection
to the request of the gentleman from
Tennessee?

There was no objection.

Mr. LIGHTFOOT. Mr. Chairman, |
ask unanimous consent that debate on
this amendment and all amendments
thereto close in 30 minutes, with the
time being equally divided between the
gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. DuUN-
CAN] and the gentleman from Maryland
[Mr. HOYER].

The CHAIRMAN. Is there objection
to the request of the gentleman from
lowa?

There was no objection.

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman
from Tennessee [Mr. DUNCAN] will be
recognized for 15 minutes, and the gen-
tleman from Maryland [Mr. HOYER]
will be recognized for 15 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Tennessee [Mr. DUNCAN].

Mr. DUNCAN. Mr. Chairman, | yield
myself such time as | may consume.

Mr. Chairman, | rise today to offer an
amendment that will strike $65 million
from the General Services Administra-
tion for the purchase of 100 acres of
land and for the design and new con-
struction, or at least the beginning
thereof, of yet another building for the
Food and Drug Administration.

The Citizens for a Sound Economy
have strongly endorsed this amend-
ment in a letter that | sent to all of my
colleagues yesterday. This amendment
is also endorsed by the National Tax-
payers Union. The Citizens Against
Government Waste so strongly opposes
this project that they have announced
that they will score this amendment as
a key vote for their 1995 congressional
ratings.

| serve, Mr. Chairman, on the Sub-
committee on Public Buildings and
Economic Development, and we did not
authorize this building. It has never
been in front of our subcommittee.

The main point | want to emphasize
is, this could turn out to be a very,
very expensive project. Not only will
this amendment save $65 million now,
but it will also help stop what poten-
tially could involve over $1 billion for a
project in Maryland which has been re-
ferred to as a Taj Mahal complex.

In 1990, the FDA requested appropria-
tions for a new complex of buildings.
The original cost estimates from the
GSA and the FDA for these buildings
was $1.3 billion. In response to great
concern over lavish and excessive Fed-
eral construction, the GSA reduced
this estimate to somewhere between
$810 and $890 million.

| believe, Mr. Chairman, that we are
starting down a very slippery slope
here. In a few years we could well be
reading articles about the billion dol-
lar FDA boondoggle, and Members
would wonder how in the world we ever
got into such a thing. Well, this is the
start.
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If we really want to save money, we
need to put a stop to this project right
now. The FDA already has 2.1 million
total square feet of office space. The
original plans for the new FDA com-
plex of buildings called for 3.4 million
square feet in size, a 1.3 million square
footage increase, a 60-percent increase
at a time when the entire Federal Gov-
ernment is supposed to be downsizing.

Recognizing that so much change is
going to take place at the FDA in the
near future, and because this body
viewed the original proposed FDA com-
plex as excessive and wasteful, Con-
gress wisely rescinded over $220 million
from their plan to build this complex
in the rescissions bill. Now we come to
the floor today to debate $65 million
for a new building toward a defunded
complex that is wasteful and fiscally
irresponsible at a time when Congress
is trying to downsize the Federal Gov-
ernment.

This is $65 million, Mr. Chairman, on
top of the $64 million that was left in
the rescissions bill to complete the
construction of facilities for a brand
new FDA Center for Veterinary Medi-
cine, also in Prince Georges County.
We have already left in one $64 million,
and now here we are with another $65
million.

There have never been hearings held
on this building in the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure. A
prospectus has never been submitted to
tell us how big the building will be,
how much it will cost or even the exact
location. This project can turn out to
be a very, very expensive item. |
strongly believe that any new con-
struction should be gone over with a
fine-toothed comb before it is ap-
proved, but it has not been done in this
case.

A series of hearings has been held in
the Committee on Commerce address-
ing some of these very serious prob-
lems. Later this summer, the Commit-
tee on Commerce is planning to debate
an FDA reform bill that should fun-
damentally reform the way this agency
operates. | understand that our col-
leagues in the Senate are working on a
legislative package to reform the agen-
cy, as well.

The FDA’s workload and mission
could change substantially if FDA re-
form is enacted as expected. The tax-
payer, though, could be stuck with
some new and expensive buildings in
Maryland, without an agency to fill
them, if the agency is downsized and
reformed and its mission is changed.

At a time when the Federal Govern-
ment is downsizing, you would think
that all agencies would be decreasing
their requests. This request should out-
rage every taxpayer in America.

The FDA should be greatly reformed.
It should be greatly downsized. It
should stay where it is, certainly until
a thorough review of the agency can be
done. With the national debt approach-
ing $5 trillion, Mr. Chairman, we
should not be spending exorbitant
amounts of money like this to build
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plush headquarters for FDA bureau-
crats.

I know, Mr. Chairman, that our gi-
gantic unelected Federal bureaucracy
is by far the most powerful branch of
our Federal Government. They get
most of what they want. In the end
they will probably get all of these new
buildings. But this is one time we
should stand up for the taxpayers, Mr.
Chairman, and we should stand up to
the bureaucrats and we should say
“no”” for this proposed new construc-
tion. | urge passage of my amendment.

Mr. Chairman, | reserve the balance
of my time.

AMENDMENT OFFERED BY MR. GILCHREST TO

THE AMENDMENT OFFERED BY MR. DUNCAN

Mr. GILCHREST. Mr. Chairman, |
offer an amendment to the amendment.

The Clerk read as follows:

Amendment offered by Mr. GILCHREST to
the amendment offered by Mr. DUNCAN: In
the matter proposed to be inserted by the
amendment, add at the end the following:

The preceding provisions shall not apply if
a prospectus has been approved pursuant to
the Public Buildings Act of 1959 for the
project described in clause (3).

Mr. GILCHREST (during the read-
ing). Mr. Chairman, | ask unanimous
consent that the amendment to the
amendment be considered as read and
printed in the RECORD.

The CHAIRMAN. Is there objection
to the request of the gentleman from
Maryland?

There was no objection.

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman
from Maryland [Mr. GILCHREST] will
have to get time from the gentleman
from Maryland [Mr. HOYER] or the gen-
tleman from Tennessee [Mr. DUNCAN]
under the unanimous-consent agree-
ment.

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Chairman, | yield 3
minutes to the gentleman from Mary-
land [Mr. GILCHREST].

Mr. GILCHREST. Mr. Chairman, |
thank the gentleman for yielding me
the time.

Mr. Chairman, | understand what the
gentleman from Tennessee is trying to
do and | understand why he is trying to
do it. | believe that my amendment
will serve the gentleman’s goals, but |
do not believe that we should kill the
FDA consolidation program at this
point because that in the long run will
cost much more money.

My amendment will prohibit any out-
lays from the Public Buildings Fund
until such time as a prospectus for the
FDA project is passed. | am aware that
the Committee on Commerce intends
to exercise its oversight functions over
the FDA, and that the committee may
decide to change FDA in such a manner
that the campus consolidation will no
longer be necessary.

As the chairman of the Subcommit-
tee on Public Buildings and Economic
Development, | would have no inten-
tion of scheduling a markup on such a
prospectus until the Committee on
Commerce has had time to review the
FDA consolidation. The gentleman
from Tennessee, who is a member of
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the subcommittee, will have ample op-
portunity to make himself heard on
this subject and on the effect of the
prospectus.

As the gentleman knows, our sub-
committee and the full committee
have decided to get tough on public
buildings. We have already established
a moratorium on courthouse construc-
tion and we will be looking at the cost
of construction on other projects.

If the prospectus for the FDA project
in Maryland indicates that we are
building a Taj Mahal, then I will work
with the gentleman to modify the pro-
spectus or to outright Kill the project.
But if we want FDA to function more
efficiently, and | think we all want
that to happen, then it makes sense to
consolidate its functions.

We have all heard complaints about
how long it takes for the FDA to proc-
ess an application. Is it any surprise
that an agency which is scattered over
22 separate locations is inefficient? If
we do not consolidate the FDA, then
we will continue to waste money on
aging and inadequate leased space.
Here is something else: The Federal
Government will save money if we own
the land and own the building instead
of continuing to lease inefficient build-
ings and costly space.

The other thing is, there is a strong
possibility that we will save, if we con-
tinue to move forward, large sums of
money with the base closing of White
Oak, a naval facility in Maryland. The
FDA consolidation can move most if
not all of these new buildings to the
White Oak area, which is what the
FDA is looking for, 150 acres.

White Oak will save us millions of
dollars, and we will own the land if we
move forward now.

| agree with the gentleman, while the
FDA consolidation is technically au-
thorized, it is wrong that our sub-
committee has never been given the
opportunity to exercise its oversight of
public buildings and grounds on this
project.

If the Duncan amendment goes
through, if it is successful, the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infra-
structure will never be able to rule on
a prospectus for the FDA.

| promise the gentleman from Ten-
nessee that our subcommittee will ex-
ercise rigorous oversight of the project
and that the Committee on Commerce
will have a chance to exercise their
oversight as well.

I encourage people to vote for the
amendment to the amendment.

Mr. DUNCAN. Mr. Chairman, | under-
stand that we are supposed to debate
both my amendment and the Gilchrest
amendment at the same time.

Mr. Chairman, | yield 4 minutes to
the gentleman from Kentucky [Mr.
BUNNING].

(Mr. BUNNING of Kentucky asked
and was given permission to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. BUNNING of Kentucky. Mr.
Chairman, | rise today in support of
the Duncan amendment to eliminate
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the funding for Kessler’'s Clarksburg
castle. The FDA lacks many things but
it does not lack office space.

Testimony before the Treasury/Post-
al Subcommittee clearly indicated that
the FDA does not need a new campus
to carry out its mission.

Accordingly to the testimony, the
FDA has added 23 new buildings to its
inventory since 1987. But the FDA ar-
gues that it needs more new facilities
to further inter-center communication.

Give me a break. Maybe David
Kessler hasn’t heard of the Internet
but Congress has already provided the
FDA with state-of-the-art computers
that allow its scientists to talk with
each other on the net.

The fact of the matter is that Dr.
Kessler is the stereotypical out-of con-
trol Washington bureaucrat who is cer-
tain that he knows better how to spend
the taxpayers’ money than they do.
After all, he has been dubbed ““The Na-
tional Nanny”’.

The FDA even used the stereotypical
studies to decide that they absolutely
had to have this campus.

FDA turned down a 400-acre site near
Rockville which already has a Metro
station and it rejected a similar-size
site near the FDA headquarters in Ger-
mantown.

Their studies showed that the cost
would be between $300 million and $500
million of the taxpayers’ dollars and
now the cost has grown to $810 million.

To paraphrase Lady Margaret
Thatcher: David Kessler has the bu-
reaucrat’s disease; he has run out of
other people’s money to spend.

Well, Mr. Chairman, this is real
money that Dr. Kessler wants. And, it
comes out of the pockets of the hard-
working American taxpayer.

Fortunately, the  Appropriations
Committee did not fully fund the cost
of this project; it provided only the
seed money.

But, to the extent that it is funded at
all, the more likely it is that we will
ultimately end up paying the full in-
flated cost for this boondoggle.

We all know the routine. Make the
initial investment and then it becomes
impossible to stop the project even if it
isn’t justified.

Once we start, we have to keep
spending under the guise of protecting
our investment.

In Washington logic, even if we don’t
need Kessler’s castle, it would be a
waste of money to stop the project
after we have purchased land, drawn up
plans and maybe even broken ground.

Outside of Washington they think
differently. They call this type of fool-
ishness by its real name: waste, throw-
ing good money after bad.

I for one don’t buy the Washington
logic. We need to practice a little com-
mon sense around here.

Unfortunately, the Kessler-led FDA
has not been accused of committing
common sense on this project.

Any funding of Kessler’s castle just
does not make sense.

As Dr. Edward Hudgins, the director
of regulatory studies at the Cato insti-
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tute, said in his testimony before the
Appropriations Committee:

The further the plans proceed for this new
FDA facility, the tighter fiscal waste and
bad policies will be locked into place, even if
cuts and reforms are called for.

Let’s do the smart thing. Vote to
eliminate funding for Kessler’s castle.
Support the Duncan amendment.

0 1300

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Chairman, | yield
myself 2 minutes.

Mr. Chairman, I rise in support of the
Gilchrest amendment to the Duncan
amendment. Mr. GILCHREST is the chair
of the subcommittee that has jurisdic-
tion over this project. The gentleman
said that it was technically authorized.
I do not know what *“‘technically” is,
but it is authorized, but it has not had
a prospectus. | support the gentleman’s
amendment.

Let me say something about the Tax-
payers Union, let me say something
about waste to the gentleman from
Kentucky [Mr. BUNNING], my friend.
The fact of the matter is that this con-
solidation was approved by the Bush
administration, proposed by an ap-
pointee of President Bush’s administra-
tion, not by Democrats.

Mr. Chairman, | support their pro-
posal and | would ask the gentleman
from Tennessee [Mr. DUNCAN] to listen
to this, because | believe the gen-
tleman from Tennessee must know
that this proposal, long-term, saves the
taxpayers at least a billion dollars.

The fact of the matter is that this
consolidation is bringing together two
components. This money deals with the
component | suggest to my friends
from Tennessee and Kentucky, that is
not controversial. The testimony that
the gentleman referred to before our
committee by C. Boyden Gray, the
former counsel to the previous Repub-
lican administration, said that this
matter was not controversial. The Cato
Institute also said that. Why? Because
it is the drug component with which
this money really does not deal that is
the controversy.

The food component was determined
to be in Prince George’s County be-
cause of its proximity to the Beltsville
Agricultural Research Center, the pre-
mier agricultural research center in
the world. And it made sense to put in
proximity the food research scientists
and the food safety scientists and so
that is what they proposed.

What the Gilchrest amendment says
is, Mr. DUNCAN’s point was made, our
committee ought to look at this. |
agree with Mr. GILCHREST. That is cor-
rect.

But let there be no mistake, the Tax-
payers Union may score this and they
will be wrong. They will be wrong be-
cause to consolidate FDA saves at
least, over the next 30 years, at least $1
billion. This is a savings. | urge my col-
leagues to vote for the Gilchrest
amendment and against the Duncan
amendment.

Mr. DUNCAN. Mr. Chairman, | yield
2 minutes to my good friend, the gen-
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tleman from North Carolina [Mr.
BURR].

(Mr. BURR asked and was given per-
mission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BURR. Mr. Chairman, like the
gentleman from Maryland [Mr. HOYER],
I would like to consolidate FDA, but |
would like to do it in a different way;
through reducing the number of em-
ployees in an agency that is a mis-
guided agency. It has grown well be-
yond its established limits under the
Federal Food, Drug and Cosmetic Act.
It is unconscionable that we would con-
sider funding $64 million toward a new
building to encourage continued
growth of an agency that brags about
the fact that it is “‘getting new regula-
tions out faster than ever before.”

Under Commissioner Kessler, the
FDA has all but abandoned its core
mission, the timely approval of drugs
and medical devices. Earlier this year
they admitted to a congressional sub-
committee that they are still sitting
on food additive petitions filed as early
as March of 1971, for reasons nobody
knows. The law requires that these pe-
titions must be reviewed in 180 days or
less.

The FDA is requesting additional
user fees and funding dollars. At the
same time, their average drug approval
time is an outrageous 14.8 years. Many
medical devices take more than twice
as long to approve in the United States
then in the United Kingdom—hardly a
country known for unsafe product ap-
provals.

The FDA'’s funding has increased by
237 percent since 1970. Their employ-
ment levels have increased by 106 per-
cent. Meanwhile, in the past 5 years
the review of 510(k) device applications
takes 156 percent longer yet the num-
ber of applications they have received
has only increased by 12 percent.

So how is Dr. Kessler spending the
taxpayer’s money? He is seizing orange
juice clearly labeled as made from con-
centrate, just because its brand name
included the word “‘fresh.”” He has also
sent his inspectors to lead police on a
raid against sellers of vitamins and
health food supplements. He has con-
ducted a campaign against letting doc-
tors and researchers know how drugs
might be used for treatments not spe-
cifically mentioned on the label.

At a time when we are addressing the
need for comprehensive reform and
overhaul of the FDA, it seems incon-
sistent and irresponsible to even con-
sider appropriating funds for a new
FDA building. This is an agency that
needs to be reigned in—not build up.
Let’s wait to see what the new and im-
proved FDA looks like after we pass
comprehensive reform legislation be-
fore we spend $64 million on a new FDA
building.

I urge strong support of the Duncan
amendment, Mr. Chairman, don’t en-
courage the FDA to live any larger.

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Chairman, | yield 1
minute to the gentleman from Mary-
land [Mr. WyYNN].
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Mr. WYNN. Mr. Chairman, | rise to
concur with and support the Gilchrest
amendment to Duncan. | think it
makes good sense.

Here is what we know. No. 1, leasing
space is expensive. This proposal by the
gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. DuN-
CAN] could cost us almost $2 billion
more than the proposal that we have
before us. By obtaining space, we actu-
ally save money.

Second, FDA does a lot of important
functions. Now, | have heard the term
“bureaucrat’’ thrown around with deri-
sion. | take exception to that, because
these are scientists that perform vital
functions. And while apparently some
of my colleagues have a real problem
with Dr. Kessler, | would submit that
the consumers are very interested in
maintaining a high quality FDA.

This consolidation makes sense.
There have been revisions to reduce the
cost. There is now a new option in
Montgomery County to consider the
White Oak facility previously owned by
the Navy. That would further reduce
costs. We have reduced the acreage in
this proposal. We have reduced the
square footage in this proposal. We
have reduced the total dollar cost. We
can do this efficiently and save the tax-
payers money.

Mr. DUNCAN. Mr. Chairman, | yield
30 seconds to the gentleman from Ohio
[Mr. BOEHNER], the distinguished chair-
man of our conference.

Mr. BOEHNER. Mr. Chairman, let me
say that on November 8, the American
people said pretty clearly that they
want this new Congress to reduce the
size, scope, and cost of Government
here in Washington, DC.

At a time when we are going to do
that, we have been doing it all year and
we are going to keep doing it, why do
we want to invest more money in
building facilities that are, frankly,
never going to be used?

We are not going to need some of
these buildings here in town. As we go
through this downsizing over the next
couple of years, we will have ample
room for the FDA, what is left of it, to
be consolidated in some other empty
buildings. We should not be investing
money in buildings we are never going
to use.

Mr. DUNCAN. Mr. Chairman, | yield
30 seconds to the gentleman from Okla-
homa [Mr. CoBURN], a medical doctor.

(Mr. COBURN asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. COBURN. Mr. Chairman, I rise to
support this amendment. | think the
FDA is an example of a Government
agency totally out of control, with
lack of responsiveness to the oversight
functions of Congress. We do not get
appropriate answers. We do not get an-
swers to the questions we ask when we
inquire of them, and | am part of a fac-
tion, a group of new freshmen who plan
to see a completely different FDA in
the next 2 or 3 years.

It is ridiculous to spend money on a
building that we are never going to
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allow the FDA to occupy, and | stand
to oppose this. | think it is important
that we look at what the FDA is going
to look like after this time.

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Chairman, | yield
myself 30 seconds.

The building that the doctor refers
to, with all due respect to the doctor,
there is not a ‘““the building.”” There is,
I think, a real controversy, and the
gentlewoman from Maryland will per-
haps discuss this, about a building that
was proposed in Montgomery County.
Most of this money does not go there.
Most of this money goes to a building
for the food component of FDA.

I would hope that my colleagues
would get their facts straight before
opposing the gentleman’s amendment.

Mr. DUNCAN. Mr. Chairman, | yield
1 minute to the gentleman from Ari-
zona [Mr. HAYWORTH].

(Mr. HAYWORTH asked and was
given permission to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. HAYWORTH. Mr. Chairman, |
thank the gentleman from Tennessee
for this time to speak on behalf of his
amendment and say with all due re-
spect to my friend from Maryland [Mr.
Hoyer] that, no, now is not the time
for a prospectus.

You see, Mr. Chairman, there has
been a long period of time where pru-
dent study could have been done of this
building. And just to amplify what my
friend from Tennessee said, the pro-
spectus was never done during the
course of this time to answer the most
basic questions: How big this building
was going to be; how much it would
cost or even the exact location. Today
we are hearing some information on
this, and then we heard all about con-
solidation.

My other friend from Maryland
talked about the fact that it might
save a billion dollars over the next 30
years. Mr. Chairman, we have had
funding estimates on this consolida-
tion. They have ranged from $500 mil-
lion to $1.3 billion. The cost is now es-
timated at $810 million. Mr. Chairman,
let me emphasize the word “esti-
mated.”” We do not know. The cost will
probably go higher.

Mr. Chairman, it is time for the FDA
to perform its core mission. It does not
need any further facilities. Yes to Dun-
can, no to Gilchrest.

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Chairman, | yield
myself 30 seconds.

Mr. Chairman, | would say to my
friend from Arizona, that may sound
good, but it is not accurate, and |
would be glad to discuss it with the
gentleman. The fact of the matter is
this is a Bush administration-Reagan
administration initiative. So we under-
stand one another, this is a previous
Republican administration initiative.
The fact of the matter is, this figure
has gone up and down under both ad-
ministrations.

Mr. DUNCAN. Mr. Chairman, | yield
1 minute to the gentleman from Ken-
tucky [Mr. LEwIS].
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Mr. LEWIS of Kentucky. Mr. Chair-
man, | rise in support of the Duncan
amendment.

Mr. Chairman, the FDA is having a
terrible time just taking care of its
business. Drugs and lifesaving devices
take longer to be approved than they
did 30 years ago. | think it is time to
support taxpayers for a change. You
know, people have died because they
could not outwait the FDA.

Now we have before us a $65 million
appropriation for a new FDA campus.
Even more frightening, the latest esti-
mate for the consolidation of this fine
agency has risen from $388 million to
more than $800 million.

The FDA has already added two
dozen new buildings since 1987. Its
budget has risen about $600 million to
nearly $800 million.

My colleagues have supplied plenty
of other details about this agency run
amok. There are plenty of them.

Mr. Chairman, the size, cost, and in-
trusiveness of big government is finally
beginning to shrink. People will soon
be able to keep more of their own
money. Now is not the time to reward
an incompetent, arrogant, agency with
a brandnew 500-acre campus.

0 1315

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Chairman, | yield 3
minutes to the gentlewoman from
Maryland [Mrs. MORELLA].

(Mrs. MORELLA asked and was given
permission to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Mrs. MORELLA. Mr. Chairman, |
thank the gentleman for yielding me
this time.

You know, | care about the taxpayers
and, frankly, if you care about the tax-
payers, you are going to vote for the
Gilchrest amendment, simple as that.

Food and Drug Administration has a
unique and a vital mission. The FDA
regulates products which impact vir-
tually every aspect of our lives from
cosmetics to canned vegetables to life-
saving drugs. It oversees the Nation’s
blood supply, monitors over-the-
counter painkillers, tests products
from pocket-sized pacemakers to $2
million imaging scanners.

Currently, my friends, FDA is scat-
tered over 37 buildings in 13 separate
locations in Montgomery and Prince
Georges Counties and in Washington. It
leads to great inefficiencies.

Also, many of the lab facilities are
unsafe and antiquated. As a matter of
fact, there have been a series of stories
years ago on this which indicated some
very dilapidated labs, even rat-in-
fested, that would not pass OSHA re-
form measures. This is where these
tests are taking place.

I want you to know this consolida-
tion is a long time in coming, much
longer than many of the Members who
are in this House of Representatives,
because, frankly, it started in 1989,
when there was a consolidation fea-
sibility study which indicated the need
for consolidation, and then it went on.
The Revitalization Act did an author-
ization, and in 1991 the decision was
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made to do it on two campuses, Prince
Georges County and Montgomery
County.

What it indicated is the site in
Prince Georges County would be the
center for veterinary medicine, re-
search facilities that already began
construction, and it would be the cen-
ter for food safety and applied nutri-
tion. In Montgomery County would be
the center for drug evaluation and re-
search, devices and radiological health,
the center for biologics evaluation and
research, and the office of the Commis-
sioner, very modest.

I want you to know, my friends, that
actually the plan of FDA and GSA
would actually save taxpayers in ex-
cess of $3 billion to $4 billion over a 30-
year period, making the investment in
new facilities a very sound economic
choice. It will provide the appropriate
laboratory space, modestly presented
for these efficiencies to take place.

The management of the agency staff
and programs will be less complicated.
Resources will be easier to manage.
Centralization functions, such as
warehousing, libraries, EDP equip-
ment, animal care, et cetera, will save
money, greatly improve efficiency.

Ground has already been broken for
Prince Georges County. The Montgom-
ery County plan is intact. It will save
money. It is going to help with what is
most needed, and that is the Food and
Drug Administration able to make
these decisions.

One final point is: I do understand
there is concern of those who called for
FDA reform saying there is a belief the
agency should be less burdensome, et
cetera. These need to be addressed, but
not here. We are talking about consoli-
dation of the equipment.

PARLIAMENTARY INQUIRY

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Chairman, | have a
parliamentary inquiry.

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman will
state his parliamentary inquiry.

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Chairman, does the
gentleman from Tennessee have the
right to close on his amendment?

The CHAIRMAN. No; the gentleman
from Maryland has the right to close
because he is representing the commit-
tee’s position.

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Chairman, 1 yield
1%2 minutes to my friend, the gen-
tleman from Maryland [Mr.
GILCHREST], chairman of the authoriz-
ing committee.

Mr. GILCHREST. Mr. Chairman, |
thank the gentleman for yielding me
this time.

I would like to give an analogy here
as to what we are doing and people say-
ing we are saving money or we are not
saving money. Try to imagine that you
have a 1965 Chevrolet pickup, eight cyl-
inders, that you are renting, you are
leasing. You do not own it. It is 1995,
and you are having all kinds of prob-
lems. You are running on seven cyl-
inders instead of eight cylinders, you
have bald tires, you have a leaky en-
gine with oil, and you name it, and you
are going to keep it and you think you
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are going to save money with fuel and
repairs. It does not work that way.

The FDA is operating out of build-
ings that were old chicken houses.
They are operating in 22 different fa-
cilities that are breaking down.

If we want to save money, if we want
to do something about the scatter of
buildings, then it is time that we con-
solidate it in a state-of-the-art facility
rather than use the 22 old buildings.

I would encourage people to under-
stand that if we continue the way we
are going now, we are throwing good
money after bad. We are wasting tax-
payers’ dollars.

If we want to save tax dollars, then
we ought to let the authorizing com-
mittee decide whether or not FDA'’s
program is good, not run this thing
through the appropriations. Let us do
it in the authorizing committee.

If we want a food advocate petition
to go through faster, we need the con-
solidation. If we want medical applica-
tions processed faster, we want a new
consolidation. If we want to own the
property that costs less rather than
continue to lease property which costs
more, we need to consolidate. Think
about the 1965 Chevrolet pickup and a
new one.

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Chairman, | yield 1
minute to the gentleman from lowa
[Mr. LIGHTFOOT], the chairman of the
subcommittee.

Mr. LIGHTFOOT. Mr. Chairman, |
thank the gentleman for yielding.

You hate to get into the middle of
one of these where you are in it be-
tween two friends who have very legiti-
mate disagreement over something. |
share many of the concerns expressed
by my colleagues over FDA. | think
FDA has overreached and has done a
lot of things it should not do. It has be-
come an extreme burden, especially to
small businesses in labeling. We can go
on and on. That is an issue, that is a
policy issue.

There is a difference here. This is the
Appropriations Committee. We deal
with dollars, and it ought to be settled,
| think, in the authorizing committee.

The language offered by the gen-
tleman from Maryland [Mr.
GILCHREST], quite frankly, goes along
with the policy that we have adopted
in this committee. Nothing is in the
bill that is not authorized or subject to
authorization. If it never gets author-
ized, it does not happen, which | think
puts a little bit of honesty back into
the system.

I support my friend, the gentleman
from Tennessee [Mr. DUNCAN] and his
proposal in principle and what he is
trying to do, and will certainly work
with him in any way possible to
downsize, scale back, diminish FDA,
but at this juncture | rise in support of
the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from Maryland [Mr.
GILCHREST].

Mr. DUNCAN. Mr. Chairman, | yield
myself 1 minute, the remainder of my
time.

Mr. Chairman, I am pleased that we
have had groups from all over this Na-
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tion, such as the National Taxpayers
Union, the Citizens Against Govern-
ment Waste, Citizens for a Sound Econ-
omy, all come out strongly in favor of
my amendment. | am pleased we have
had speakers from all over this Nation
speak in favor of my amendment.

I have noticed that the only real
speakers in favor of the project have
been from Maryland, because | believe
this is purely pork for Maryland.

People would be shocked, Mr. Chair-
man, if they knew we were approving
buildings that we do not have
prospectuses for, we have not held
hearings on, we do not know the total
square footage, we do not know the
exact cost, we do not even know the
exact location.

The amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from Maryland [Mr.
GILCHREST], and | have great respect
for my friend, the gentleman from
Maryland [Mr. GILCHREST], but this
amendment is a strategy, a device, a
subterfuge designed to ensure this
building is built.

My amendment would save $65 mil-
lion. It would stop this project in its
tracks. It would do something for a
change for the taxpayers.

The gentleman from Maryland [Mr.
GILCHREST] said it would mean the
building could never be built. That is
not true. The building could be built
when we can afford it. With a $5 tril-
lion national debt, we cannot afford
this building.

I urge a ‘“no”’ vote on the Gilchrest
amendment and a ‘“‘yes’” vote on my
amendment.

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman
from Maryland is recognized to close
debate.

PARLIAMENTARY INQUIRY

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Chairman, | have a
parliamentary inquiry.

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman will
state his parliamentary inquiry.

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Chairman, we have
limitation on debate. 1 have 2% min-
utes left. Is that correct?

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman has
2% minutes remaining.

Mr. HOYER. We have a limitation. If
a subsequent amendment were to be of-
fered after the determination of the
amendment offered by the gentleman
from Maryland [Mr. GILCHREST] would
there be debate time?

The CHAIRMAN. Under the unani-
mous-consent agreement there would
be no time remaining for debate.

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Chairman, | yield
myself 1% minutes.

I am not going to comment on the
courthouse in Tennessee that was in
this bill under my chairmanship. |
know the gentleman from Tennessee
would not want to talk about that
pork.

This was a Reagan-Bush initiative. It
was an initiative to save money, to
consolidate, to cut lease costs, as the
gentleman says, to buy a new car that
is not costing you a lot of money, that
you own, not lease.
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The Gilchrest amendment speaks to
the substance of making sure the au-
thorizing committee controlled by the
majority party, the Republicans,
makes a determination that this build-
ing is a correct initiative, and what the
Gilchrest amendment says is that no
money is going to be spent unless a
prospectus is approved.

Ladies and gentlemen of this House,
you ought not strike this money, be-
cause if you do, the Taxpayers Union,
the Citizens Against Waste, and all of
those groups are going to end up seeing
that this is going to cost the taxpayers
they allegedly are trying to protect
more money out of their pockets.

The reason the Reagan and Bush Ad-
ministrations, under whom the FDA,
by the way, did all of these awful
things, suggested this was to save
money, make it more efficient. If you
eliminate it, fine, we do not build the
building, because the committee will
not approve the prospectus.

Vote for the Gilchrest amendment. It
makes sense for the taxpayer, and it
makes sense for good government and
the safety of the American public.

The CHAIRMAN. The time of the
gentleman has expired.

The gentleman from Maryland [Mr.
HoOYER] has 1 minute remaining.

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Chairman, | reserve
that time. | have no further debate on
the Gilchrest amendment.

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman
yields back the balance of his time?

Mr. HOYER. No. We have an amend-
ment pending to the Duncan amend-
ment. We have time limitation. | have
a minute left to go.

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman re-
serves the balance of his time.

Mr. HOYER. | would move the pre-
vious question.

The CHAIRMAN. It is not in order in
the Committee of the Whole to move
the previous question.

The Chair will put the question on
the Gilchrest amendment.

The question is on the amendment
offered by the gentleman from Mary-
land [Mr. GILCHREST] to the amend-
ment offered by the gentleman from
Tennessee [Mr. DUNCAN].

The question was taken; and the
Chairman announced that the noes ap-
peared to have it.

RECORDED VOTE

Mr. GILCHREST. Mr. Chairman, | de-
mand a recorded vote.

A recorded vote was ordered.

The CHAIRMAN. Pursuant to clause
2, rule XXIII, the Chair will reduce to
5 minutes the time for a recorded vote,
if ordered, on the Duncan amendment
without intervening debate or business.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—ayes 185, noes 240,
not voting 9, as follows:

[Roll No. 527]
AYES—185
Abercrombie Barcia Bentsen
Ackerman Bartlett Bereuter
Archer Becerra Berman
Baldacci Beilenson Bevill

Bilbray
Bishop
Boehlert
Bonior
Borski
Boucher
Browder
Brown (CA)
Brown (FL)
Brown (OH)
Cardin
Castle
Clay
Clayton
Clinger
Clyburn
Coleman
Collins (IL)
Conyers
Coyne
Cramer
Davis

de la Garza
DeFazio
Delauro
Dellums
Deutsch
Dicks
Dixon
Dooley
Durbin
Ehlers
Ehrlich
Engel
Eshoo
Evans

Farr
Fattah
Fazio
Fields (LA)
Filner
Flake
Foglietta
Forbes
Frank (MA)
Franks (NJ)
Frost
Furse
Gejdenson
Gephardt
Gibbons
Gilchrest
Gonzalez
Gordon
Gutierrez
Hall (OH)
Harman
Hastings (FL)

Allard
Bachus
Baesler
Baker (CA)
Baker (LA)
Ballenger
Barr
Barrett (NE)
Barrett (WI)
Barton
Bass
Bateman
Bilirakis
Bliley
Blute
Boehner
Bonilla
Bono
Brewster
Brownback
Bryant (TN)
Bunn
Bunning
Burr
Burton
Buyer
Callahan
Calvert
Camp
Canady
Chabot
Chambliss
Chapman
Chenoweth
Christensen
Chrysler
Clement
Coble
Coburn

Hayes
Hefner
Hilliard
Hinchey
Holden
Horn

Hoyer
Jefferson
Johnson (SD)
Johnson, E.B.
Johnston
Kanjorski
Kennedy (MA)
Kennedy (RI)
Kennelly
Kildee
Kleczka
Klink
Knollenberg
LaFalce
Lantos
Lazio
Leach
Levin
Lewis (CA)
Lewis (GA)
Lightfoot
Lincoln
Lipinski
Livingston
Lofgren
Lowey
Luther
Maloney
Manton
Markey
Martinez
Mascara
Matsui
McCarthy
McDade
McDermott
McHale
McKinney
Meek
Menendez
Mfume
Miller (CA)
Mineta
Mink
Mollohan
Moran
Morella
Murtha
Nadler
Neal
Oberstar
Obey

NOES—240

Collins (GA)
Combest
Condit
Cooley
Costello
Cox

Crapo
Cremeans
Cubin
Cunningham
Danner
Deal

DelLay
Diaz-Balart
Dickey
Dingell
Doggett
Doolittle
Dornan
Doyle
Dreier
Duncan
Dunn
Edwards
Emerson
English
Ensign
Everett
Ewing
Fawell
Fields (TX)
Flanagan
Foley
Fowler

Fox

Franks (CT)
Frelinghuysen
Frisa
Funderburk
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Olver
Ortiz
Owens
Pallone
Pastor
Payne (NJ)
Pelosi
Peterson (FL)
Pickett
Pomeroy
Quinn
Rahall
Rangel
Reed
Richardson
Rivers
Roybal-Allard
Rush
Sabo
Sanders
Sawyer
Saxton
Schroeder
Schumer
Scott
Serrano
Skaggs
Skeen
Slaughter
Smith (NJ)
Spratt
Stark
Stokes
Studds
Tejeda
Thompson
Thornton
Thurman
Torres
Torricelli
Towns
Traficant
Tucker
Velazquez
Vento
Visclosky
Waters
Watt (NC)
Waxman
Williams
Wilson
Wise

Wolf
Woolsey
Wyden
Wynn
Yates

Gallegly
Ganske
Gekas
Geren
Gillmor
Gilman
Goodlatte
Goodling
Goss
Graham
Green
Greenwood
Gunderson
Gutknecht
Hall (TX)
Hamilton
Hancock
Hansen
Hastert
Hastings (WA)
Hayworth
Hefley
Heineman
Herger
Hilleary
Hobson
Hoekstra
Hoke
Hostettler
Houghton
Hunter
Hutchinson
Hyde

Inglis
Istook
Jackson-Lee
Jacobs
Johnson (CT)
Johnson, Sam
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Jones Ney Sisisky
Kaptur Norwood Skelton
Kasich Nussle Smith (MI)
Kelly Orton Smith (TX)
Kim Oxley Smith (WA)
King Packard Solomon
Kingston Parker Souder
Klug Paxon Spence
Kolbe Payne (VA) Stearns
LaHood Peterson (MN) Stenholm
Largent Petri Stockman
Latham Pombo Stump
LaTourette Porter Stupak
Laughlin Portman Talent
Lewis (KY) Poshard Tanner
Linder Pryce Tate
LoBiondo Quillen Tauzin
Longley Radanovich Taylor (MS)
Lucas Ramstad Taylor (NC)
Manzullo Regula Thomas
Martini Riggs Thornberry
McCollum Roberts Tiahrt
McCrery Roemer Torkildsen
McHugh Rogers Upton
Mclnnis Rohrabacher Vucanovich
Mcintosh Ros-Lehtinen Waldholtz
McKeon Rose Walker
McNulty Roth Walsh
Meehan Roukema Wamp
Metcalf Royce Ward
Meyers Salmon Watts (OK)
Mica Sanford Weldon (FL)
Miller (FL) Scarborough Weldon (PA)
Minge Schaefer Weller
Molinari Schiff White
Montgomery Seastrand Whitfield
Moorhead Sensenbrenner Wicker
Myers Shadegg Young (AK)
Myrick Shaw Young (F L)
Nethercutt Shays Zeliff
Neumann Shuster Zimmer
NOT VOTING—9
Andrews Collins (MI) Moakley
Armey Crane Reynolds
Bryant (TX) Ford Volkmer
0O 1349

Messrs. TANNER, PACKARD, FA-
WELL, MINGE, MCINNIS, BONO,
CONDIT, and ALLARD, Mrs. ROU-

KEMA, and Ms. DANNER changed
their vote from ‘“‘aye’ to ‘“‘no.”

Mr. SKEEN and Mr. LEWIS of Cali-
fornia changed their vote from *“no” to
“aye.”

So the amendment to the amendment
was rejected.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman
from Maryland [Mr. HOYER] has 1
minute of time remaining for debate on
the Duncan amendment.

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Chairman, | yield
myself 1 minute.

The Chairman, | appreciate that the
chairman of the Committee on Appro-
priations and the chairman of the sub-
committee voted for the Gilchrest
amendment. That, | think, made sense,
and made this appropriation subject to
a prospectus. But it is clear that the
level of hostility directed at the Food
and Drug Administration is very high.
There is a high level of hostility, sus-
picion and lack of trust in the FDA.

But, Mr. Chairman, this amendment
will not save money. If you at some
point in time strike all the FDA, then
obviously we will not proceed on this.
But the fact of the matter is, this is a
savings amendment. This money is in
here for the food component essen-
tially, not the drug component, which
is the most controversial, but this is
for the food component of FDA. Lo-
cated in proximity to the BARC, the
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Beltsville Agricultural Research Cen-
ter; the synergy of those scientists has
been put together. It makes sense. But
I understand we are not talking about
that. The gentleman from Louisiana
[Mr. LIVINGSTON] and the gentleman
from lowa [Mr. LIGHTFOOT] were voting
for that, but it is clear we are not
doing that. I would urge the rejection
of the Duncan amendment.

The CHAIRMAN. The question is on
the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from Tennessee [Mr. DUNCAN].

The question was taken; and the
Chairman announced that the noes ap-
peared to have it.

RECORDED VOTE

Mr. DUNCAN. Mr. Chairman, |
mand a recorded vote.

A recorded vote was ordered.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—ayes 278, noes 146,
not voting 10, as follows:

de-

[Roll No. 528]
AYES—278

Allard Dickey Hyde
Andrews Dingell Inglis
Archer Doggett Istook
Bachus Dooley Jacobs
Baesler Doolittle Johnson (CT)
Baker (CA) Dornan Johnson, Sam
Baker (LA) Doyle Jones
Ballenger Dreier Kaptur
Barcia Duncan Kasich
Barr Dunn Kelly
Barrett (NE) Edwards Kim
Barrett (WI) Ehlers King
Bartlett Emerson Kingston
Barton English Kleczka
Bass Ensign Klug
Bateman Everett Kolbe
Bereuter Ewing LaHood
Bilbray Fawell Largent
Bilirakis Fields (TX) Latham
Bishop Flanagan LaTourette
Bliley Foley Laughlin
Blute Fowler Leach
Boehlert Fox Lewis (KY)
Boehner Franks (CT) Lincoln
Bonilla Franks (NJ) Linder
Bono Frelinghuysen Lipinski
Brewster Frisa LoBiondo
Browder Funderburk Longley
Brown (OH) Gallegly Lucas
Brownback Ganske Luther
Bryant (TN) Gekas Manzullo
Bunn Geren Martini
Bunning Gillmor Mascara
Burr Gilman McCollum
Burton Goodlatte McCrery
Buyer Goodling McDade
Callahan Gordon McHale
Calvert Goss McHugh
Camp Graham Mclnnis
Canady Green Mclintosh
Castle Greenwood McKeon
Chabot Gunderson McNulty
Chambliss Gutknecht Meehan
Chapman Hall (OH) Metcalf
Chenoweth Hall (TX) Meyers
Christensen Hamilton Mica
Chrysler Hancock Miller (FL)
Clement Hansen Minge
Coble Harman Molinari
Coburn Hastert Montgomery
Collins (GA) Hastings (WA) Moorhead
Combest Hayes Myers
Condit Hayworth Myrick
Cooley Hefley Neal
Costello Heineman Nethercutt
Cramer Herger Neumann
Crapo Hilleary Ney
Cremeans Hobson Norwood
Cubin Hoekstra Nussle
Cunningham Hoke Ortiz
Danner Holden Orton
de la Garza Horn Oxley
Deal Hostettler Packard
DeFazio Houghton Pallone
DelLay Hunter Parker
Diaz-Balart Hutchinson Paxon
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Payne (VA) Saxton Taylor (MS)
Peterson (MN) Scarborough Taylor (NC)
Petri Schaefer Tejeda
Pickett Schiff Thomas
Pombo Schumer Thornberry
Pomeroy Sensenbrenner Thornton
Porter Shadegg Tiahrt
Portman Shays Torkildsen
Poshard Shuster Upton
grYICIe g:f'lstky Vucanovich
uillen elton
Quinn Smith (MI) w;:i:f'tz
Radanovich Smith (NJ) Walsh
Ramstad Smith (TX) Wwam
Regula Smith (WA) P
Riggs Solomon Ward
Roberts Souder Watts (OK)
Roemer Spence Weldon (FL)
Rogers Stearns Weldon (PA)
Rohrabacher Stenholm Weller
Ros-Lehtinen Stockman White
Rose Stump Whitfield
Roth Stupak Wicker
Roukema Talent Young (AK)
Royce Tanner Young (FL)
Salmon Tate Zeliff
Sanford Tauzin Zimmer
NOES—146
Abercrombie Gutierrez Olver
Ackerman Hastings (FL) Owens
Baldacci Hefner Pastor
Becerra Hilliard Payne (NJ)
Beilenson Hinchey Pelosi
Bentsen Hoyer Peterson (FL)
Berman Jackson-Lee Rahall
Bevill Jefferson Rangel
Bonior Johnson (SD) Reed
Borski Johnson, E. B. Richardson
Boucher Johnston Rivers
Brown (CA) Kanjorski Roybal-Allard
Brown (FL) Kennedy (MA) Rush
Cardin Kennedy (RI) Sabo
Clay Kennelly Sanders
Clayton Kildee Sawyer
Clinger Klink Schroeder
Clyburn Knollenberg Scott
Coleman LaFalce Serrano
Collins (IL) Lantos Shaw
Conyers Lazio
Coyne Levin Skaggs
Davis Lewis (CA) Skeen
DeL.auro Lewis (GA) Slaughter
Dellums Lightfoot Spratt
Deutsch Livingston Stark
Dicks Lofgren Stokes
Dixon Lowey Studds
Durbin Maloney Thompson
Ehrlich Manton Thurman
Engel Markey Torres
Eshoo Martinez Torricelli
Evans Matsui Towns
Farr McCarthy Traficant
Fattah McDermott Tucker
Fazio McKinney Velazquez
Fields (LA) Meek Vento
Filner Menendez Visclosky
Flake Mfume Waters
Foglietta Miller (CA) Watt (NC)
Forbes Mineta Waxman
Frank (MA) Mink Williams
Frost Mollohan Wilson
Furse Moran Wise
Gejdenson Morella Wolf
Gephardt Murtha Woolsey
Gibbons Nadler Wyden
Gilchrest Oberstar Wynn
Gonzalez Obey Yates
NOT VOTING—10
Armey Crane Seastrand
Bryant (TX) Ford Volkmer
Collins (MI) Moakley
Cox Reynolds
0 1411
The Clerk announced the following
pair:
On this vote:

Mr. Armey for, with Mr. Moakley against.

Mrs. JOHNSON of Connecticut
changed her vote from ‘““no’ to ‘‘aye.”

So the amendment was agreed to.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.
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The CHAIRMAN. Are there further
amendments to title VI?

If not, the Clerk will read.

The Clerk read as follows:

This Act may be cited as the ‘““Treasury,
Postal Service, and General Government Ap-
propriations Act, 1996’".

AMENDMENT OFFERED BY MR. PACKARD

Mr. PACKARD. Mr. Chairman, | offer
an amendment.

The Clerk read as follows:

Amendment offered by Mr. PACKARD:

Page 84, after line 17, insert the following
new section:

SEC. 628. None of the funds made available
in this Act may be obligated or expended for
any employee training when it is made
known to the Federal official having author-
ity to obligate or expend such funds that
such employee training—

(1) does not meet identified needs for
knowledge, skills, and abilities bearing di-
rectly upon the performance of official du-
ties;

(2) contains elements likely to induce high
levels of emotional response or psychological
stress in some participants;

(3) does not require prior employee notifi-
cation of the content and methods to be used
in the training and written end of course
evaluations;

(4) contains any methods or content associ-
ated with religious or quasi-religious belief
systems or ‘“‘new age’’ belief systems as de-
fined in Equal Employment Opportunity
Commission Notice N-915.022, dated Septem-
ber 2, 1988;

(5) is offensive to, or designed to change,
participants’ personal values or lifestyle out-
side the workplace; or

(6) includes content related to human
immunodeficiency virus/acquired immune
deficiency syndrome (HIV/AIDS) other than
that necessary to make employees more
aware of the medical ramifications of HIV/
AIDS and the workplace rights of HIV-posi-
tive employees.

Mr. PACKARD (during the reading).
Mr. Chairman, | ask unanimous con-
sent that the amendment be considered
as read and printed in the RECORD.

The CHAIRMAN. Is there objection
to the request of the gentleman from
California?

There was no objection.

Mr. LIGHTFOOT. Mr. Chairman, |
ask unanimous consent that all debate
on this amendment and any amend-
ments thereto close in 40 minutes, the
time to be equally divided.

The CHAIRMAN. Is there objection
to the request of the gentleman from
lowa?

There was no objection.

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman
from California [Mr. PACKARD] will be
recognized for 20 minutes, and the gen-
tleman from Ohio [Mr. HoBsoN] will be
recognized for 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from California [Mr. PACKARD].

Mr. PACKARD. Mr. Chairman, | yield
myself such time as | may consume.

Mr. Chairman, this is an extremely
important amendment.

My amendment prohibits funding for
all nontechnical Federal employee
training.

Under the pretense of promoting di-
versity and AIDS awareness, the ad-
ministration has been sponsoring man-
datory training sessions that go far be-
yond employees’ professional respon-
sibilities. These sessions promote a
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very controversial cultural agenda in a
manner that many people consider of-
fensive.

It is highly inappropriate for the
Federal Government to use taxpayers’
money to subject Federal employees to
attacks on religious teachings and
other forms of social engineering.

The Clinton administration forces
Federal workers to submit to some of
the most offensive training | have ever
seen. This administration-mandated
instruction includes such things as cult
indoctrination into ‘“‘new age” reli-
gious beliefs and how-to sessions on
condom use and sex techniques.

| first became aware of this kind of
training 2 months ago during Transpor-
tation Subcommittee hearings into
FAA training. Frankly, their testi-
mony was among the most disturbing |
have ever heard in all my years in Con-
gress. Employee after employee re-
counted horrifying incident after inci-
dent.

Let me give you a sense of what |
heard. One FAA employee explained
how he was forced to walk through a
gauntlet of his female coworkers.
Trainers compelled the females to
grope their male coworker’s private
parts. Horrified, the FAA employees
asked their trainers why they had to
endure such a humiliating experience.
The instructors told the male FAA em-
ployee, ““Now you know what it is like
to be sexually harassed.”

If that does not shock you, listen to
this story. One FAA employee testified
how she was forced to strip to her un-
derwear and tie herself to a male col-
league—also clad only in his under-
wear. They remained this way for at
least 24 hours. They had to shower to-
gether, sleep together, and use toilet
facilities together—all this while tied
together, undressed.
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I looked into the matter and found a
variety of appalling training regimens
Federal employees must endure. For
instance, the Clinton administration
mandates AIDS and HIV training,
which includes topics ranging from
anal sex for birth control methods,
how-to lessons on things like condoms,
sex techniques, and even the proper
way to clean needles in order to shoot
up intravenous drugs. Why the Govern-
ment is involved in teaching people
how to use illicit drugs and how to be
involved in aberrant sex techniques is
beyond me.

What is worse, if an employee refuses
to take the training, or complains
about certain techniques and aspects of
the training, it jeopardizes their jobs
or their job promotion. It reflects nega-
tively on their job evaluation files.

My amendment puts an end to all
this lunacy. | urge my colleagues to
support my efforts to protect Federal
workers and ensure that taxpayer dol-
lars fund only those things vital to the
functionings of Government and to the
workplace. | think most hard-working
American taxpayers would agree that

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

training Federal employees to use ille-

gal drugs or to use condoms properly or

to have sex techniques taught to them
in forced and required training mecha-
nisms is absolutely wrong. If President

Clinton is going to require all Federal

employees to take training, it had bet-

ter be job related and noncontroversial.

Mr. Chairman, | reserve the balance
of my time.

AMENDMENT OFFERED BY MR. HOBSON AS A SUB-
STITUTE FOR THE AMENDMENT OFFERED BY
MR. PACKARD
Mr. HOBSON. Mr. Chairman, | offer

an amendment as a substitute for the

amendment.

The Clerk read as follows:

Amendment offered by Mr. HOBSON as a
substitute to the amendment offered by Mr.
PACKARD: Page 84, after line 17, insert the
following new section:

SEC. 628. None of the funds made available
in this Act may be obligated or expended for
any employee training when it is made
known to the Federal official having author-
ity to obligate or expend such funds that
such employee training—

(1) does not upgrade employee productivity
and effectiveness;

(2) does not meet identified needs for
knowledge, skills, and abilities bearing upon
the performance of official duties;

(3) is inappropriate to the workplace;

(4) is designed to change participants’ per-
sonal values or lifestyle outside the work-
place;

(5) does not require prior employee notifi-
cation of the content and methods to be used
in the training and written end of course
evaluations; or

(6) does not provide an acceptable alter-
native for those employees articulating a re-
ligious or moral objection to participating in
an HIV/AIDS training program.

Mr. HOBSON (during the reading).
Mr. Chairman, | ask unanimous con-
sent that the amendment offered as a
substitute for the amendment be con-
sidered as read and printed in the
RECORD.

The CHAIRMAN. Is there objection
to the request of the gentleman from
Ohio?

There was no objection.

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman
from Ohio [Mr. HOBSON] is recognized
for 20 minutes.

Mr. HOBSON. Mr. Chairman, | yield
myself such time as | may consume.

Mr. Chairman, my substitute amend-
ment would require that any Federal
training be, first, related to employee
productivity and effectiveness; second,
be appropriate for the workplace; third,
provide advanced notification of the
content and methods to be used in the
training; and fourth, grant employees
an opt-out if they raise religious or
moral reasons for the training. The
Packard-Dornan amendment reacts to
methods and abuses in training pro-
grams that | agree with, but I think it
goes too far.

It is so restrictive that it results in
incomplete information being pre-
sented Federal employees that they
need. One person could kill an entire
program. Let me be clear that my sub-
stitute addresses these legitimate con-
cerns about abuse in training programs
and prevents them in the future. How-
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ever, instead of prohibiting certain
types of information, my substitute al-
lows it, provided that it meets certain
strict qualifications. First, it must be
workplace specific, and second it must
improve the effectiveness of the Fed-
eral employees, two requirements
which should be the centerpiece of any
Federal training programs.

In the Ohio Senate | sponsored a bill
that established a lot of health care
protocols for treating persons who were
affected with the AIDS virus. A big
part of that piece of legislation was
education. | believe education is very
necessary in the prevention of the
transmission of certain diseases. From
this experience, though, | also learned
and understand the intense emotion
that surrounds this issue, but this is a
health issue that we need to discuss
and not hide from.

Just because there has been abuse in
training programs, we should not use
that as leverage to penalize people by
not allowing appropriate education. We
should not use that as leverage to
withhold training, and we should not
use that as leverage to prevent health
care education.

I think the pendulum is swinging too
far, certainly. Training abuses were
part of a pendulum that swung too far
in the wrong direction. | think the
Packard-Dornan amendment swung too
far in the other direction. | think my
substitute stakes out a responsive mid-
dle ground tradition. Let us not narrow
training programs so far that impor-
tant information is prohibited, but let
us narrow them, one, so they are work-
place specific and, two, improve the ef-
fectiveness of Federal employees.

Mr. Chairman, | reserve the balance
of my time.

Mr. PACKARD. Mr. Chairman, | yield
myself 1 minute.

Mr. Chairman, my amendment per-
mits training to prevent the trans-
mission of AIDS and HIV virus. It does
virtually all the things that the sub-
stitute wants to do, except that my
amendment prevents the very sensitive
and very, very objectionable, to many
people, parts of the training that gets
into the details of sex education and
condom education and a variety of
other issues that | think should have
no place as required government-man-
dated training.

The substitute allows people to opt-
out if they have objections to the
training, but that is not adequate. My
amendment prevents the objectionable
part of the training, whereas the sub-
stitute literally perpetuates the objec-
tionable training. There has been very
similar language in the existing law as
what is in the substitute as it relates
to AIDS and HIV.

Mr. HOBSON. Mr. Chairman, | yield 3
minutes to the gentleman from Indiana
[Mr. ViscLOSKY], a member of the sub-
committee.

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Chairman, |
rise in strong support of the Hobson
substitute and in opposition to the
Packard amendment. HIV-AIDS is now
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the leading killer of Americans ages 23
to 44, who are the core of our work
force. Employees’ fears about contract-
ing HIVV and working with HIV-positive
employees undermine productivity in
the workplace. That is why companies
like RJR Nabisco and IBM provide
AIDS education for their employees.
However, the Packard amendment
would essentially shut down AIDS edu-
cation in the Federal Government.
Under the Packard amendment, a sin-
gle employee who found AIDS edu-
cation to be offensive could shut down
the program for all employees.

I do not think any employee should
have to sit through training they find
offensive. That is why | support the
Hobson substitute, which allows em-
ployees with a moral or religious objec-
tion to any training to receive an al-
ternative which is acceptable to them.

The Packard amendment limits HIV-
AIDS training to the medical implica-
tions of HIV-AIDS and the workplace
rights of HIV-positive employees. That
means that educators cannot provide
medically accurate, appropriate infor-
mation about how HIV is and is not
transmitted.

Under the Packard amendment, all
educators could do is to tell people the
medical implications of HIV, how sick
they will be if they catch the disease,
and tell them not to discriminate
against people with HIV. The effect of
the amendment is to create more fear
and discrimination and not less. If an
employee asks ‘““Can | get AIDS from a
telephone? Can | get AIDS from a hug?
If my co-worker is bleeding to death,
how can | help without getting sick?”’
the Packard amendment would pro-
hibit AIDS educators from answering
these specific questions.

Mr. PACKARD. Mr. Chairman, will
the gentleman yield?

Mr. VISCLOSKY. I yield to the gen-
tleman from California.

Mr. PACKARD. Mr. Chairman, |1
would say to the gentleman, that is
really not true. My amendment does
not prohibit instructions on how to
avoid the transmission and the acquir-
ing of AIDS or HIV. It allows all of
that kind of training, but it does not
permit the very sensitive part of train-
ing, such as how to put on a condom.

Mr. VISCLOSKY. My understanding
is if an employee objects based on the
curricula that is involved and the
trainer that is involved, he essentially
shuts down that process.

Mr. PACKARD. Only for that one em-
ployee. The training still goes on, but
that employee can walk out. History
has shown that would be a black mark
on that employee’s record.

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Reclaiming my
time, Mr. Chairman, talking about sex-
ually transmitted diseases is never
easy or comfortable, but this is a sexu-
ally transmitted disease. We cannot
provide accurate information about
this epidemic and how it is spread if we
leave that information out. Properly
trained experts can present that infor-
mation.
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Mr. PACKARD. Mr. Chairman, | yield
4 minutes to the distinguished gen-
tleman from Texas [Mr. DELAY], our
majority whip.

Mr. DELAY. Mr. Chairman, | thank
the gentleman for yielding time to me.

Mr. Chairman, | rise in very strong
support of the Packard amendment,
and in very strong opposition to the
amendment of my good friend, the gen-
tleman from Ohio. | am going to try to
explain why. | understand the intent of
the gentleman from Ohio, but | think
what he is doing is keeping the status
quo, because as | read his amendment,
nothing really changes in what we are
trying to get at.

The Packard amendment would pro-
hibit taxpayer dollars from being spent
on shocking and offensive so-called
non-technical employee training pro-
grams. | am appalled, not only at what
we are forcing Federal employees to
engage in, but that these outrageous
activities are being funded by the hard-
earned tax dollars of our constituents.

As the gentleman from California
[Mr. PACKARD] has explained, this issue
arose during hearings of the Sub-
committee on Transportation of the
Committee on Appropriations, of which
I am a member. FAA employees testi-
fied about how they were forced to
walk through large groups of female
coworkers who were instructed to
grope and fondle the participants. The
unbelievable justification for these ac-
tivities by the FAA was that this was
a method to show men how it felt to be
sexually harassed.

Another FAA employee testified
about how, during a training session,
she and her colleagues were forced to
strip to their underwear and tie them-
selves to a coworker of the opposite sex
for periods exceeding 24 hours. They
were forced to eat, sleep, bathe, and
use toilet facilities while tied together.

Mr. Chairman, | cannot believe there
are any Members of this body that
could support these kinds of activities,
much less go home and tell their con-
stituents that they voted to spend
their money for this damaging and ill-
conceived program. This amendment,
the Packard amendment, will also ad-
dress the so-called AIDS-HIV aware-
ness training that the Clinton adminis-
tration mandates on all Federal em-
ployees, where they are forced to en-

dure how-to sessions regarding
condoms, sexual techniques, and de-
vices.

Let me just read what the adminis-
tration’s rules are for AIDS instruc-
tion, and what they tell their trainers.
They tell their trainers to avoid cer-
tain terms, such as—outrageous things,
terms such as ‘“husband and wife”’;
avoid such terms as ‘‘homosexual
men,” ‘“‘promiscuous,” ‘‘sexual pref-
erence,” and ‘“‘addict.”” The trainers are
to deflect homophobic comments dur-
ing a training session, saying, ‘‘there is
some division of opinion on that
point.”

Trainers are to watch out for trou-
blemakers among the pupils. A Federal
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worker who takes an intransigent
point of view, in their words, on
condom distribution in schools, or nee-
dle distribution, is pegged as a par-
tisan. A heckler is someone who ex-
presses disbelief, disgust, or scoffs at
content and process. | am quoting from
the manual.

Mr. Chairman, what does this have to
do with Federal workers doing their
job? One Federal worker recently re-
counted how she was offended when an
instructor of one of these training ses-
sions began talking about her grand-
mother’s likely sex practices. This is
going on in our Federal Government
right now. A Defense Department em-
ployee who walked out of a session
said:

I do not believe | should sit next to a fe-
male and be told how to do intercourse. | do
not want to be in mixed company and talk
about a lifestyle I’'m not involved in, that |
do not approve of. | do not care to be in-
structed by Big Brother in things that |
avoid.

If we do not defeat the Hobson
amendment, we will never get the op-
portunity to vote for the Packard
amendment. With all due respect to my
friend, the gentleman from Ohio, his
amendment does not change the status
quo in any significant way. We need to
stop these kinds of politically correct
nonsense. We need to vote against the
Hobson amendment and for the Pack-
ard amendment.

Mr. HOBSON. Mr. Chairman, | yield 2
minutes to the gentlewoman from Cali-
fornia [Ms. PELOsSI], a member of the
committee.

Ms. PELOSI. Mr. Chairman, | thank
the gentleman for yielding time to me.
I particularly want to thank him for
his leadership in bringing this very in-
telligent approach and solution to the
problem to the floor.

I certainly identify with the concerns
that the gentleman from California
[Mr. PACKARD] has expressed. We all do.
It sounds ridiculous. It is hard to imag-
ine how the Bush administration could
have mandated those activities in the
FAA that were referenced in Mr. PACK-
ARD’s remarks. | say that because some
of the examples that he used have
nothing to do, absolutely nothing to do
with the AIDS education program.
That is, indeed, part of the Clinton ad-
ministration initiative on prevention
in order to make people more aware of
how AIDS is transmitted, and to end
discrimination in the workplace to
people affected by HIV-AIDS.
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The Hobson amendment, which was
originally authored by the gentleman
from lowa [Mr. LIGHTFOOT] but is being
carried today by the gentleman from
Ohio [Mr. HoBsoN], differs from the
Packard language in a very substantial
way. It is a substitute on how AIDS
education is addressed.

The Packard amendment would not
allow information that is appropriate
to be presented on how HIV is trans-
mitted and how it is not transmitted.
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It is really a gag rule. In fact, in an-
swer to one question that we had about
what would be the answer to an em-
ployee who wanted more information
about how AIDS is transmitted, the an-
swer is, “We are going to give him or
her an 800 number to call.”

Under the Hobson substitute, all em-
ployees must be notified of the content
and methods to be used in any train-
ing, including AIDS training. If the in-
dividual employee articulates a moral
or religious objection, then the agency
is required to offer an alternative to
the training program which is accept-
able to the employee.

The Hobson approach is far more rea-
sonable than a total ban on HIV infor-
mation. It addresses the problem with-
out ending a program which has con-
tributed to the prevention of AIDS.

Mr. Chairman, our colleagues, the
gentleman from Texas [Mr. DELAY] in
particular, have addressed our tax-
payers’ money being spent. The best
taxpayers’ dollars that can be spent
should be spent on AIDS prevention.

Mr. PACKARD. Mr. Chairman, | yield
2 minutes to the gentleman from Flor-
ida [Mr. STEARNS].

(Mr. STEARNS asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. STEARNS. Mr. Chairman, | rise
in opposition to the Hobson amend-
ment. | have great respect for the gen-
tleman from Ohio and his skills as a
legislator, but let me point out to my
colleagues, first of all that we need to
understand a little background on this
amendment.

The gentleman from California [Mr.
PACKARD] sits on the Subcommittee on
Transportation where there were hear-
ings on this matter. Mr. PACKARD did
not come to his understanding by acci-
dent or because of some political pres-
sure or some special interest groups
came up to the gentleman from Cali-
fornia [Mr. PACKARD]. His legislation
came about because he had a strong
emotional feeling, a mental feeling,
about this after listening to the hear-
ings in the Subcommittee on Transpor-
tation.

This identical language that he has
offered has already passed the Sub-
committee on Transportation. He
thought the Subcommittee on Trans-
portation would be voted on first. But,
no, we have got Treasury and Postal
first so now we are talking about it and
it is being amended by Mr. HOBSON.

How long has the Hobson amendment
been in the offing and studied? The
gentlewoman from California [Ms.
PELOSI] says it started with the gen-
tleman from lowa [Mr. LIGHTFOOT].
The gentleman from lowa [Mr. LIGHT-
FooT] did not want to do it. Then we
had the gentleman from Maryland [Mr.
HoYER]. He did not want to do it. Then
we had the gentleman from Ohio [Mr.
HoBsoON]. He wanted to do it.

The thought that went into their
amendment does not compare with the
amount of thought that has gone into
the amendment of the gentleman from
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California [Mr. PACKARD]. Others have
talked about it in certain ways, but the
bottom line is there has been an abuse
by the FAA in instructing people on
new age and human potential philoso-
phy which has disturbed all of us.

If we go about amending the Packard
amendment with the Hobson, we are
going to change it—Mr. Packard’s
amendment—whole intent. | urge my
colleagues to think about the history
of this amendment, that basically it is
the same amendment that came for-
ward in the Transportation Sub-
committee and was agreed on com-
pletely. It is in the transportation bill
now. But now we have a last-minute ef-
fort by the gentleman from Ohio [Mr.
HoBsoN] to amend it. He is amending it
in a way that is not appropriate or in
a suitable way that reflect what were
the results from the hearings.

I urge defeat of the Hobson amend-
ment.

Mr. HOBSON. Mr. Chairman, | yield
1% minutes to the gentleman from New
York [Mr. GILMAN].

(Mr. GILMAN asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Chairman, | rise in
support of the Hobson amendment to
H.R. 2020 and to commend the gen-
tleman from Ohio for his efforts to re-
form and maintain AIDS education
programs in the Federal workplace.
Similar educational programs have ef-
fectively educated Federal employees
on the prevention of HIV transmission
and the accommodation of people with
AIDS in the workplace. It is important
to note that similar programs have
been successfully utilized by major cor-
porations in the private sector such as.
IBM, RJR Nabisco, and Eastman
Kodak.

I understand that this type of edu-
cation may cause some Government
employees to confront issues that may
make them uncomfortable. However, |
believe that the Hobson amendment
provides safeguards which will allow
Government employers to disseminate
information required to manage the
situation where a fellow employee is
struck with this tragic disease, while
providing safeguards requiring that the
educational program directly relate to
job performance and productivity. In
addition, this amendment addresses
the religious and moral concerns of in-
dividual employees who raise objection
to this type of training by requiring
the Government employer to provide
an alternative program which is ac-
ceptable to that individual employee.
Accordingly, Mr. Chairman, | urge my
colleagues to support the Hobson
amendment.

Mr. PACKARD. Mr. Chairman, | yield
3 minutes to my colleague, the gen-
tleman from California [Mr. DORNAN].

Mr. DORNAN. Mr. Chairman, the
amendment of my good friend, the gen-
tleman from Ohio [Mr. HOBSON], is
nice, it is very nice, but it does not get
the job done.

It is designed, and you can tell by the
groups supporting it—he may not be
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aware of this—it is designed to have gi-
gantic loopholes in it that you can
drive a Mack truck through.

Everybody on this side and a handful
on my side are saying this is the Pack-
ard-Dornan amendment that Hobson is
supposed to wipe out. No, it is not.
Mine was tougher than the amendment
of the gentleman from California [Mr.
PACkARD] by three words, “in the
workplace.”’

There should only be taxpayer dol-
lars spent, and that is all the people
watching this Chamber, Mr. Chairman,
about a million and a quarter, and a
full gallery watching what is going to
happen to their tax dollars.

Teaching people about colored
condoms and sex toys and filthy talk
out there in every single Federal posi-
tion across this country, about stuff
that does not happen in the workplace?
I did not know people had sex in the
workplace. They are not supposed to.
They are not supposed to. And we are
not supposed to be spending taxpayers’
dollars lecturing people about what
they do in their private time.

It is supposed to be about sensitivity
to people who are HIV positive, that
you are not going to get it at the water
cooler, by a handshake, by a hug. You
treat them with respect and decency.
There but for the grace of God goes
someone | love or maybe even precious
to me.

I am not against this training, but we
should not be teaching bisexuality is
normal to every other lifestyle, and
here is how you switch-hit and go AC/
DC. You do not do that stuff on tax-
payer money in the workplace.

If Packard had been perfected the
way | testified by rules, but forgot to
have it pre-published the day before, it
would have said no taxpayer money to
teach anybody off the job, eating up
thousands of man-hours paid for by the
taxpayer—excuse me, person-hours—
and teaching them about things that
have nothing to do with safety or sen-
sitivity in the workplace.

I hope in conference we will add, and
the gentleman from California [Mr.
PACKARD] agrees, the words ‘‘in the
workplace.”” Dornan was the right way
to go. Packard is 99 percent there. We
should get in the words ‘“‘in the work-
place.”

Hobson is well-meaning, nice, but has
gigantic loopholes. That is why you are
going to see people who support homo-
sexuality—and pardon me for smiling,
bisexuality, what is that? Nobody even
knows what bisexuality is. It used to
be called lust and not caring who you
are with if the lights are out.

No, we are way off base wasting tax-
payers’ dollars on this issue. | do not
mind teaching some sensitivity about
scary plagues sweeping across, not the
land, but pandemic, raging out of con-
trol worldwide. | say defeat Hobson,
support Packard, and perfect it with 3
words: “In the workplace.”

Mr. HOBSON. Mr. Chairman, | yield 2
minutes to the gentlewoman from
Maryland [Mrs. MORELLA].
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(Mrs. MORELLA asked and was given
permission to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Mrs. MORELLA. Mr. Chairman, | rise
in support of the substitute amend-
ment offered by the gentleman from
Ohio [Mr. HoBsoN] and in strong oppo-
sition to the Packard amendment.

The Hobson amendment is a clear
and practical approach to the HIV/
AIDS prevention training and other
government-wide training initiatives.
It would allow for the delivery of high-
ly effective training which benefits the
organization and its workers while not
compromising the beliefs and values of
employees.

In that, it contrasts the amendment
of the gentleman from California [Mr.
PAcCKARD], which would limit access to
HIV/AIDS awareness training, even to
those employees who wish to attend
the training. The Packard amendment
would render the AIDS training initia-
tive useless, would put an entire work
force and their children at risk. My un-
derstanding is that the Packard
amendment would prevent discussions
of how HIV/AIDS is transmitted.

| ask, if you attended an HIV/AIDS
awareness training course, and you left
not knowing how HIV/AIDS is trans-
mitted and whether you were at risk,
what would you think of the training?
You would think it was ineffective and
irresponsible, and you would be right,
particularly in light of the fact that so
many young Americans are dying in
the prime of their lives.

I could give statistics that AIDS is
the principal cause of death for Ameri-
cans between 25 and 44 years of age,
and approximately 50 percent of perma-
nent full-time civil servants are in this
age group. The workplace where most
adults, including young adults, spend
time every day is a logical point of ac-
cess for prevention education to a sig-
nificant proportion of the Federal work
force.

The Hobson amendment would pro-
tect the principles of HIV/AIDS edu-
cation and personnel management out-
lined by President Reagan. President
Reagan understood that you cannot
separate AIDS issues from organiza-
tional performance and bottom-line re-
sults. President Reagan encouraged
American businesses to examine and
consider adopting education and per-
sonnel management policies addressing
AIDS.

Business leaders have embraced that
recommendation, not just because it
was the right thing to do but because it
also made business sense.

We had a hearing in my Subcommit-
tee on Civil Service where we had rep-
resentatives from the business commu-
nity who commented on how effective
good HIV/AIDS training is for morale,
for productivity, for the well-being of
Americans.

I ask for support of the Hobson
amendment.

Mr. HOBSON. Mr. Chairman, | yield 2
minutes to the gentleman from Massa-
chusetts [Mr. TORKILDSEN].
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Mr. TORKILDSEN. | thank the gen-
tleman from Ohio for yielding me the
time.

Mr. Chairman, I rise in support of the
Hobson substitute and in opposition to
the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from California [Mr. PACKARD]
and supported by the gentleman from
California [Mr. DORNAN].

The Packard-Dornan amendment
tells Federal employees that there is a
killer out there but that the Federal
Government is not going to let them
learn how to stop it. Right now, with
AIDS being in the crisis it is, if you
want to talk about prevention of AIDS,
you have to talk about condoms, and
you should give employees the right to
learn about condoms if they wish to.

The Hobson amendment allows any
employee to opt out of training and
also requires advance notice of what is
going to be mentioned in that training
program, so those members or those
employees who have an objection on
moral or religions grounds can opt out
of any training program under the Hob-
son amendment.

It has been proven that HIV/AIDS
prevention programs save lives and
that the American people overwhelm-
ingly support these programs. A recent
poll showed that 72 percent of Repub-
lican voters would support maintaining
or even increasing funding for AIDS
prevention and education.

These programs are so widely sup-
ported because nearly every American
family can somehow relate to the trag-
edy of losing a friend, a loved one or a
child. AIDS kills without regard to
gender, age, race, or life-style. Beyond
the enormous human tragedy involved,
AIDS education is also cost-effective
and practical. Would we rather spend a
small amount of money now on preven-
tion programs or much more later on
costly medical bills?

Vote ‘“‘no” on the Packard-Dornan
amendment and vote ‘‘yes’ on the Hob-
son substitute.

Mr. HOBSON. Mr. Chairman, | yield
myself 1 minute.

Mr. Chairman, | would like to point
out that there is a lot of misapprehen-
sion and misunderstanding about what
this amendment does.

First, 1 would point out to some of
the speakers after they have spoken
that we do have the “‘inappropriate in
the workplace’ language.

If Members will read the Packard
amendment, | believe the Packard
amendment leaves out the ability to
discuss how the AIDS virus is trans-
mitted, and | think this is a very im-
portant discussion that should go on.

O 1445

I agree with the fact that under the
Bush administration, and under this
administration, there appear to have
been inappropriate training sessions.
These should not have been approved
and should not have gone on and | do
not disagree with that at all.

But | think we should not get away
from the appropriate way to take care
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of that. | think we should allow these
people to have these and to stay in
them if they want to stay in them.

| think, on the other hand, if they do
not want to go, then they do not have
to go. And if they do not want to go,
they should not be able to kill the pro-
gram for everybody else that wants to

o.
9 Mr. PACKARD. Mr. Chairman, | yield
4 minutes to the gentleman from Vir-
ginia [Mr. WoOLF], chairman of the
Committee on Transportation of Infra-
structure, the committee that heard
the first experiences on this issue.

Mr. HOBSON. Mr. Chairman, | yield
15 seconds to the gentleman from Vir-
ginia [Mr. WoOLF].

(Mr. WOLF asked and was given per-
mission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Chairman, | rise in
opposition to the Hobson amendment.
It is vague. It cannot be implemented,
and the Hobson amendment puts great
pressure on the Federal employee, and
as a former Federal employee, we
ought not put this pressure on them.

Let me tell my colleagues, put this
back where it was. We had hearings.
There was New Age training going on
in the Department of Interior. Let me
tell my colleagues what the hearings
said.

One person came before us, we had
Federal employees, they said, *“I
thought the topics unusual and the
confrontations between students and
the trainers somewhat unsettling, par-
ticularly in the use of abusive language
and obscenities directed toward the
students.” He, the instructor, men-
tioned that 66 percent of psycho-
therapy patients are Catholics or Jews;
that religion was fear-inducing and re-
pressive. He characterized religion as
more farfetched than the Flat Earth
Society.

He discussed the arrogance of Chris-
tianity. He said that evil exists only as
a function of the mind. Another one
talked about post-traumatic stress
that she went through. It has ruined
their life and they have had to leave
because of this training.

An air traffic controller, a person
said he was forced to walk through a
gauntlet of females, not unlike the
Navy’s Tailhook scandal, where he was
groped and partially undressed by a
group of females. He described how this
affected his life. Listen to this. This is
what the man said that Federal train-
ing did to him.

He said, ‘‘During the next few weeks,
I would wake up in the middle of the
night to find my wife sobbing. She be-
came depressed and bitter. She would
tell me she knew that | had done noth-
ing wrong, but it was obvious that she
didn’t look at me in the same way. Our
marriage had started to suffer as a re-
sult. She began to see a psychiatrist,”
his wife. And then, ““Things are still no
better. We both feel that our marriage
still suffers as a result of the FAA
training.”

The stories went on. And what the
Packard language does, it says that
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this will not go on anymore. And, sec-
ond, in the area of AIDS let me make
it clear, the Packard language would
permit the understanding of AIDS.

| think there ought to be that type of
language. | think there ought to be
training. | think there ought to be edu-
cation. We should explain to somebody
that if somebody has AIDS, that is
okay. We can sit next to them. We can
talk to them. We can touch them. We
can be friends. This is not the way that
it has been explained that | heard.

The hearings that we held, and if you
watched them on Nightline, and if you
read the IG reports, it pitted person
against person. It devalued a man and
woman’s religion. No Federal funding,
no Federal funding, no taxpayer dollar
ought to be why we destroy a man and
a wife and their religion whereby peo-
ple have to go and get psychiatric care.
Read the IG report.

Mr. Chairman, | strongly oppose the
Hobson amendment. | know the gen-
tleman from Ohio is a good Member. If
he could have sat through these hear-
ings, and heard how this has destroyed
people’s lives, and it happened under
the Bush administration too, as well as
sometimes under the Clinton adminis-
tration. | strongly support the gen-
tleman and | salute the gentleman for
offering the amendment.

Mr. COLEMAN. Mr. Chairman, will
the gentleman yield?

Mr. WOLF. | yield to the gentleman
from Texas.

Mr. COLEMAN. Mr. Chairman, dur-
ing the Reagan and Bush administra-
tion is when, of course, this occurred. |
just wanted to make clear that nobody
on the committee, and you did hold ex-
tensive hearings in the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure of
what happened at FAA during that era,
nobody on the committee, Republican
or Democrat, countenanced that kind
of training.

But | think it is very clear, if the
gentleman would permit me a moment
to just say we think, on our side of the
aisle and |1 hope on yours, that edu-
cation about HIV is extremely impor-
tant. A lot of us understand that AIDS
happens to be the leading killer now of
all Americans between the ages of 25
and 44. Every 17 minutes an American
dies of AIDS.

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Chairman, reclaiming
my time, we could still have the train-
ing that the gentleman from Texas
said, and | think it is appropriate that
we have it, under the Packard amend-
ment. | hope the Packard amendment
will stay in, otherwise we will just de-
stroy these Federal employees and it is
inappropriate that we do it.

Mr. HOBSON. Mr. Chairman, | yield 2
minutes to the gentleman from Michi-
gan [Mr. DINGELL].

(Mr. DINGELL asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. DINGELL. Mr. Chairman, the
Hobson amendment is a very sensible
amendment. | want to commend him,
and | also want to commend my good
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friend from California [Mr. PACKARD].
The gentleman is a fine man and a fine
Member, but his amendment is a bad
one.

Mr. Chairman, | want to make it
clear that this is not a new issue. The
question of handling of awareness
meetings and courses of that sort did
not begin with President Clinton. As a
matter of fact, it took place first under
Mr. Bush in 1990.

That program was clearly and pa-
tently offensive. It also was granted on
some rather sweetheart terms. It was
terminated by this administration, and
the individual at NTSB who started it
went on a sabbatical. It would have
been more appropriate that he had left
the Federal service in its entirety, but
that was not the case. In any event, the
practices about which | complained
when | was Chairman of the oversight
subcommittee were brought to a halt,
and they are no longer practiced.

The big differences between the
amendment offered by the gentleman
from Ohio and the gentleman from
California are, and there is only one,
and that is whether you can explain to
Federal employees in an intelligently
run and responsible program what are
the causes of HIV. Under the amend-
ment offered by my good friend from
California, you cannot do that.

Now, if you will look at what goes on
in Europe and in other countries
around the world, they have recognized
that dealing with HIV is something
that can be dealt with only by edu-
cation. And you have to talk about
some nasty things to explain to people
how they expose themselves to an abso-
lutely incurable and hopelessly fatal
disease.

Mr. Chairman, | would urge my col-
leagues to recognize that the amend-
ment offered by my friend from Cali-
fornia is offered about 4 years late.

PREFERENTIAL MOTION OFFERED BY MR.
DINGELL

Mr. DINGELL. Mr. Chairman, | offer
a preferential motion.

The Clerk read as follows:

Mr. DINGELL moves that the Committee
rise and report the bill back to the House
with the recommendation that the enacting
clause be stricken.

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman
from Michigan [Mr. DINGELL] is recog-
nized for 5 minutes in support of his
motion.

Mr. DINGELL. Mr. Chairman, it is
time that we recognize that this coun-
try should join the rest of the world in
an intelligent effort to alert our people
to not only the peril of AIDS, which is
the largest killer now of young Ameri-
cans up to the age of 45, but is also a
hopeless, fatal, and incurable disease.

I would urge my colleagues to recog-
nize that there is no vaccine. All the
billions that we have spent on it will
do nothing. The only defense at this
moment which this country possesses
against that is education.

Education is not pretty, because you
have to talk about some pretty ugly,
nasty things. But they are things
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which have to be discussed if we are
going to prevent and to reduce the
threat of AIDS to Americans of all
races, of all creeds, of all colors, and of
all ages, because, remember, it is in-
curable, it is fatal, and people are
going to die of it and the number of
people who are going to be exposed is
going to continue to grow.

Now, if that does not concern you,
then contemplate, if you please, the
situation which is going to exist under
the current state of affairs with regard
to the incredible economic costs that it
is going to impose upon this country,
upon industry, upon the health care
system, and upon everything else that
we depend upon for the economic well-
being of this country.

I would point out to you that it can
break Medicare and Medicaid. It can
break Blue Cross and Blue Shield. It
can break the private health insurance
plans, and it can break the employer-
operated plans.

Mr. Chairman, this amendment
would preclude the Federal Govern-
ment from participating in that by

banning the instruction in what might
cause AIDS.

Now, to come back to the whole ques-
tion that is before us, the only basic
difference between the two amend-
ments, the amendment offered by my
dear friend from California and the
amendment offered by my dear friend
from Ohio, is the AIDS instruction and
prevention of AIDS cannot be con-
ducted under the amendment offered
by the gentleman from California [Mr.
PACKARD] but can be offered under the
amendment which is offered by the
gentleman from Ohio [Mr. HOBSON].

That is strong enough argument
alone for defeating the amendment
that is offered by my dear friend from
California. But | would have the com-
mittee know something else, and that
is the question here is not has Clinton
gone wild and begun to have some kind
of wild employee awareness programs
and programs of that sort taught and
enforced against an unruly band of
Federal employees.

That was done under the Bush ad-
ministration. It is not done under this
administration. It was terminated in
this administration in 1993. It was one
of the first acts that was done by Presi-
dent Clinton in response to complaints
that were raised by the Subcommittee
on Oversight and Investigations and
the Committee on Commerce.

I like my good friend from California.
He is one of the best Members we have
around here and | respect him more
than | can tell, but the fact of the mat-
ter is his amendment is a bad one and
it ought not to be adopted.

The amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from Ohio is one which accom-
plishes all of the purposes. If there are
abuses here, and | discern none and I
have watched them very closely since
President Clinton terminated the Bush
program, if there are abuses or if they
are likely to recur, they can be dealt
with under the amendment that is of-
fered by the gentleman from Ohio.
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Given that, Mr. Chairman, | would
urge my colleagues to recognize if
abuses are in existence, they ought to
be dealt with, and they can be dealt
with, even though they do not exist at
that time, under the amendment of-
fered by the gentleman from Ohio.

But the gentleman from California,
perhaps through some drafting misfor-
tune, has given an amendment that
says that your cannot conduct any in-
structional program which will warn or
which will reach about the perils and
how to avoid them of AIDS and all of
the evils that are associated with that.

Mr. WAXMAN. Mr. Chairman, will
the gentleman yield?

Mr. DINGELL. 1 yield to the gen-
tleman from California.

Mr. WAXMAN. Mr. Chairman, | think
the gentleman from Michigan [Mr. DIN-
GELL] has set out the case extremely
well. In all the hearings we have had
over the years about the AIDS epi-
demic, we have come to one clear con-
clusion. We ought to be honest with
the American people, give out the facts
that are scientifically based and let
people know the information.

Now, if someone as an employee is
squeamish, as | understand the sub-
stitute amendment by the gentleman
from Ohio, they need not be participat-
ing in these instructions. They ought
to make the decision. Government
should not be squeamish in giving hon-
est facts to the people.

Mr. DINGELL. Mr. Chairman, | ask
unanimous consent to vacate my pref-
erential motion.

The CHAIRMAN. Is there objection
to the request of the gentleman from
Michigan?

PARLIAMENTARY INQUIRY

Mr. PACKARD. Mr. Chairman, | have
a parliamentary inquiry.

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman will
state it.

Mr. PACKARD. Mr. Chairman, do |
get 5 minutes on his motion?

The CHAIRMAN. If the gentleman
objects, he is entitled to 5 minutes in
opposition to the motion.

Mr. PACKARD. Mr. Chairman, | ob-
ject.

The CHAIRMAN. Objection is heard.
The gentleman from California [Mr.
PACKARD] is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. PACKARD. Mr. Chairman, | yield
3 minutes to the gentleman from Lou-
isiana [Mr. LIVINGSTON], the chair of
the full Committee on Appropriations.

(Mr. LIVINGSTON asked and was
given permission to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. LIVINGSTON. Mr. Chairman, |
have heard the arguments on the other
side in favor of the amendment by the
gentleman from Ohio.

I would just like to say that | think
that the argument is far more eloquent
and emotional than it is factual. But |
have looked at both amendments, and |
ascertain that the amendment by the
gentleman from California permits
AIDS training, AIDS awareness ses-
sions, but seeks strictly to prohibit
Federal funds going for training that
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involves these gauntlets that have been
performed by some Federal agencies
and departments in the last several
months, in which Federal employees
are called to sessions whether they
wish to go or not, instructed and em-
barrassed and perhaps even touched
and fondled for causes that not only do
not concern them, but in some in-
stances violate their religious prin-
ciples, violate their moral beliefs, and
are contrary to their fundamental out-
look on life.

O 1500

Now, it strikes me as absolute com-
mon sense to adopt the gentleman from
California’s amendment and to reject
any modification, any watering down
of that amendment, which, in fact, is
what the amendment, the well-inten-
tioned amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from Ohio, in my estimation,
seeks to accomplish.

I might also say that there have been
statements on the floor that this is an
attempt to be honest with the Amer-
ican people. Look, folks whether you
like it or not, the whole subject of
AIDS escapes honesty with the Amer-
ican people. I am not seeking to get
into an area from which | cannot ex-
tract myself, but the fact is AIDS is a
communicable disease. Yet it is not
treated like any other communicable
disease in modern times. It is capable
of being passed from one human being
to another, and we do not attempt to
deal with it as we do other diseases.
That has to be faced up to, if you are
going to be totally honest with the
American people; you have to under-
stand how AIDS is transmitted through
blood or otherwise.

I think the entire medical commu-
nity has to reexamine how we deal
with AIDS. | do not have the magic
bullet. I do not have a way to resolve
the question. | certainly do not have a
cure for AIDS. | wish | did. I wish that
this Nation did. But this Congress is
appropriating massive amounts of
money for the purposes of seeking, of
finding that cure, to eliminate the suf-
fering and the pain and the anguish
and the death that results as this dis-
ease gets passed from one AIDS patient
to another.

Now, that being said, we have to also
understand that hysteria and emotion-
alism simply is not the answer to this
problem.

Let us deal with it forthrightly and
not force our Federal employees to do
things they should not be doing.

Mr. PACKARD. Mr. Chairman, | yield
the balance of my time to the gen-
tleman from Arizona [Mr. HAYWORTH].

Mr. HAYWORTH. Mr. Chairman, |
thank the gentleman from California
for yielding me the time.

I rise in opposition to the amend-
ment offered by our friend, the gen-
tleman from Ohio, for a number of rea-
sons.

But, No. 1, Mr. Chairman, here we go
again, taking a question of grave medi-
cal concern and turning it into a ques-
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tion of political concern. Is AIDS a ter-
rible disease? Yes. Should people have
education on the disease? Yes.

But what is reasonable and what is
rational and what is appropriate, that
is the question we confront today. Why
not quite simply, Mr. Chairman, have
pamphlets, pamphlets for Federal em-
ployees that they may read at their
desks in their work stations with
numbers to call if they have more
questions? Is that not a reasonable
and rational way to deal with the
problem, or does it presume that
Federal employees are illiterate and
somehow that is inappropriate? No, it
is commonsensical. That is what we
have to do here to, yes, get out the in-
formation, disseminate that informa-
tion, but not transform a dread disease
into a vehicle for training in the work-
place that is altogether inappropriate.

Much has been said about the man-
date of November 8. Some have called
it a revolution. | never tire of saying,
“Call it a revolution if you will, but
understand this, it is a revolution built
on what is reasonable and what is ra-
tional.”

The amendment by my good friend,
the gentleman from Ohio, is the wrong
approach.

“No”” on Hobson, ‘“‘yes’” on Packard,
common sense and proper education is
the proper role in the Federal work-
place to deal with this dread disease.

Mr. Chairman, | yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

The CHAIRMAN. The question is on
the motion offered by the gentleman
from Michigan [Mr. DINGELL] unless
the gentleman from Michigan [Mr. DIN-
GELL] chooses to withdraw his motion.

Mr. DINGELL. Mr. Chairman, | ask
unanimous consent to withdraw the
motion.

The CHAIRMAN. Is there objection
to the request of the gentleman from
Michigan?

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Chairman, reserving
the right to object, the gentleman has
made some good points under his mo-
tion, and | ask the gentleman, in
the—

Mr. PACKARD. Regular order, Mr.
Chairman.

The CHAIRMAN. Is there objection
to the request of the gentleman from
Michigan?

Mr. HOYER. | believe the gentleman
from California spoke under his res-
ervation, and if that is what we con-
tinue to do—

The CHAIRMAN. No, the gentleman
is mistaken. The gentleman from Cali-
fornia had 5 minutes to speak in oppo-
sition to the motion.

Is there objection to the request of
the gentleman from Michigan?

There was no objection.

Mr. HOBSON. Mr. Chairman, | yield
2Y> minutes to the gentleman from
Maryland [Mr. HOYER].

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Chairman, | rise in
favor of the Hobson amendment and in
opposition to the Packard amendment.

First of all, let me speak to the
Packard amendment. But, ladies and
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gentlemen, | want to speak to all of
these made-known amendments. What
the Packard amendment says is that
none of the funds made available in
this act may be obligated or expended
for any employee training when it is
made known to the Federal official
having authority to obligate or expend
such funds that such employee train-
ing, et cetera, et cetera, made known
by whom? Somebody on the street who
calls up the official and says, ‘‘Hey,
this training is inappropriate?”’

Under the ruling of the parliamentar-
ian, ladies and gentlemen of the House,
you ought to understand this, you can-
not offer such amendment if it requires
the Federal official to take any affirm-
ative action. You cannot impose addi-
tional duties, which means that the
Federal official has no ability to even
decide whether this is some crazy per-
son making it known to them.

The fact of the matter is this is a
wrong process. This procedure makes
no sense, and we ought to stop it.

Now, this is consistent with previous
parliamentary rulings. But | would
suggest to my friends on the majority
side we ought to stop this by rule, be-
cause it makes no sense. What if an
amendment passed saying, as to the
Secretary of Defense, none of the funds
appropriated in this bill can be ex-
pended if it is made known to the Sec-
retary of Defense that the funds are
being inappropriately used against the
citizens of X’ country? What does
“inappropriately’”” mean and ‘‘made
known’’? By whom?

The gentleman from California [Mr.
PACKARD], | defy you or anybody else
to tell me: ““Made known’ by whom?
Anybody with any responsibility? Any-
body with any brains? Anybody with
any knowledge? It does not say. We do
not care, apparently. Just ‘“made
known,”” by anybody who may pick up
the phone and call and say, ‘‘Hey, this
is a problem,” or some employee dis-
gruntled with the Secretary or the offi-
cial who wants to disrupt the process,
fax them, send them a note, whatever?
This is irrational.

That does not mean that the House
will not do it. | understand that. But it
is irrational.

The Hobson amendment tries to
come to grips with a very serious prob-
lem in a serious way. That is why | rise
to support the Hobson amendment, be-
cause what we have, as the gentleman
from Michigan indicated, is a very seri-
ous problem, and we ought to solve it
in a serious way.

Mr. HOBSON. Mr. Chairman, | yield
myself 1% minutes, the balance of my
time.

First of all, under my amendment,
the course must be workplace-specific,
it must improve the effectiveness of
the Federal employees. 1 do not want
to lose sight of that. That is, | think, a
common ground that needs to be ad-
dressed here.

What | think is also important is
that in the opt-out provision, each in-
dividual that wants to can opt out
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without Kkilling the program for the
rest of the people who may wish to get
the training.

I think the Packard amendment is
deficient in the fact that it does not
allow the training or the understand-
ing of how this disease is transmitted.
I think that is a very important mes-
sage that needs to be sent across this
country to save people’s lives.

This is a design to treat all people
the same, and it is designed to try to
save lives. It is trying to get to the
people that need the appropriate train-
ing.

I do not believe that the Packard
amendment, however well meaning it
is, does that. | think | agree with those
who say that there have been wrong
programs in this and wrong things
have been done, and | applaud the gen-
tleman from California [Mr. PACKARD]
for trying to get at that, and | voted
for his original amendment.

But after looking at it, | thought it
was deficient and this was a better way
to go about it, and that is why | put up
this amendment with this type of lan-
guage in it so that we can save people’s
lives and see that they get the appro-
priate training.

Mr. Chairman, | yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. PACKARD. Mr. Chairman, | yield
myself the balance of my time, which |
believe is 1¥> minutes.

Let me just very succinctly now say
what is in my amendment and what |
think is deficient in the Hobson sub-
stitute.

The technical and health risks can
still be included in the training in my
amendment. Transmission and the
spread of AIDS will remain in the
training program. My amendment does
not preclude that. The workplace risks
and rights can still be included in the
training.

What we do not think is appropriate
AIDS training is how to use drug nee-
dles so that we can use illicit drugs
more easily, how to put condoms on,
how to have sex and the techniques of
sex, and so forth. | do not believe that
that is necessary for adult workers,
Federal workers. These are not the role
of the Federal Government.

A vote for the Hobson amendment
will prevent a vote to stop bizarre
training. There will not be a vote on
the Packard amendment if the Hobson
amendment passes.

We think the Members of Congress
should have a vote on the Packard
amendment, and we urge a strong ‘‘no”’
vote on the Hobson amendment and a
“‘yes’’ vote on the Packard language.

Mr. Chairman, | yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

The CHAIRMAN. The question is on
the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from Ohio [Mr. HOBSON] as a
substitute for the amendment offered
by the gentleman from California [Mr.
PACKARD].

The question was taken; and the
Chairman announced that the ayes ap-
peared to have it.
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RECORDED VOTE

Mr. PACKARD. Mr. Chairman, | de-
mand a recorded vote.

A recorded vote was ordered.

The CHAIRMAN. Pursuant to clause
2, rule XXII1, the Chair will reduce to
5 minutes the time for a recorded vote,
if ordered, on the Packard amendment,
without intervening debate or business.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—ayes 201, noes 223,
not voting 10, as follows:

[Roll No. 529]

AYES—201
Abercrombie Gillmor Murtha
Ackerman Gilman Nadler
Andrews Gonzalez Neal
Baldacci Gordon Oberstar
Barrett (WI) Goss Obey
Bass Green Olver
Becerra Greenwood Ortiz
Beilenson Gunderson Owens
Bentsen Gutierrez Pallone
Bereuter Harman Pastor
Berman Hastings (FL) Payne (NJ)
Bilbray Hefner Payne (VA)
Bishop Hilliard Pelosi
Blute Hinchey Peterson (FL)
Boehlert Hobson Peterson (MN)
Bonior Horn Pomeroy
Borski Houghton Porter
Boucher Hoyer Pryce
Brown (CA) Jackson-Lee Quinn
Brown (FL) Jacobs Ramstad
Brown (OH) Jefferson Rangel
Cardin Johnson (CT) Reed
Castle Johnson (SD) Richardson
Chapman Johnson, E. B. Rivers
Clay Johnston Roemer
Clayton Kanjorski Rose
Clement Kaptur Roybal-Allard
Clyburn Kelly Sabo
Coleman Kennedy (MA) Sanders
Collins (IL) Kennedy (RI) Sawyer
Condit Kennelly Schiff
Conyers Kildee Schroeder
Coyne Kleczka Schumer
de la Garza Klink Scott
DeFazio Klug Serrano
DeLauro Kolbe Shays
Dellums LaFalce Skaggs
Deutsch Lantos Slaughter
Dicks LaTourette Smith (MI)
Dingell Leach Spratt
Dixon Levin Stark
Doggett Lewis (GA) Stokes
Dooley Lofgren Studds
Durbin Lowey Stupak
Edwards Luther Tejeda
Ehlers Maloney Thomas
Engel Manton Thompson
Ensign Markey Thornton
Eshoo Martinez Thurman
Evans McCarthy Torkildsen
Farr McCrery Torres
Fattah McDermott Torricelli
Fawell McHale Towns
Fields (LA) McKinney Tucker
Filner Meehan Upton
Flake Meek Velazquez
Flanagan Menendez Vento
Foglietta Mfume Visclosky
Forbes Miller (CA) Ward
Frank (MA) Miller (FL) Waters
Franks (NJ) Mineta Watt (NC)
Frelinghuysen Minge Waxman
Frost Mink Williams
Furse Molinari Wise
Gejdenson Mollohan Woolsey
Gephardt Moran Wyden
Gibbons Morella Yates

NOES—223
Allard Bartlett Brownback
Archer Barton Bryant (TN)
Armey Bateman Bunn
Bachus Bevill Bunning
Baesler Bilirakis Burr
Baker (CA) Bliley Burton
Baker (LA) Boehner Buyer
Ballenger Bonilla Callahan
Barcia Bono Calvert
Barr Brewster Camp
Barrett (NE) Browder Canady



H7214

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

Chabot Hoekstra Radanovich
Chambliss Hoke Rahall
Chenoweth Holden Regula
Christensen Hostettler Riggs
Chrysler Hunter Roberts
Clinger Hutchinson Rogers
Coble Hyde Rohrabacher
Coburn Inglis Ros-Lehtinen
Collins (GA) Istook Roth
Cootey " Jones o Roukema

: Royce
ggitello ﬁiarsnlch Salmon
Cramer King Sanford
Crapo Kingston Saxton
Cremeans Knollenberg Scarborough
Cubin LaHood Schaefer
Cunningham Largent Seastrand
Danner Latham Sensenbrenner
Davis Laughlin Shadegg
Deal Lazio Shaw
DelLay Lewis (CA) Shuster
Diaz-Balart Lewis (KY) Sisisky
Dickey Lightfoot Skeen
Doolittle Lincoln Skelton
Dornan Linder Smith (NJ)
Doyle Lipinski Smith (TX)
Dreier Livingston Smith (WA)
Duncan LoBiondo Solomon
Dunn Longley Souder
Ehrlich Lucas Spence
Emerson Manzullo Stearns
English Martini Stenholm
Everett Mascara Stockman
Ewing McCollum Stump
Fields (TX) McDade Talent
Foley McHugh Tanner
Fowler MclInnis Tate
Fox Mclintosh Tauzin
Franks (CT) McKeon Taylor (MS)
Frisa McNulty Taylor (NC)
Funderburk Metcalf Thornberry
Gallegly Meyers Tiahrt
Ganske Mica Traficant
Gekas Montgomery Volkmer
Geren Moorhead Vucanovich
Gilchrest Myers Waldholtz
Goodlatte Myrick
Goodling Nethercutt Walker
Graham Neumann Walsh
Gutknecht Ney Wamp
Hall (OH) Norwood Watts (OK)
Hall (TX) Nussle Weldon (FL)
Hamilton Orton Weldon (PA)
Hancock Oxley Weller
Hansen Packard White
Hastert Parker Whitfield
Hastings (WA) Paxon Wicker
Hayes Petri Wilson
Hayworth Pickett Wolf
Hefley Pombo Young (AK)
Heineman Portman Young (FL)
Herger Poshard Zeliff
Hilleary Quillen Zimmer

NOT VOTING—10

Bryant (TX) Ford Rush
Collins (MI) Matsui Wynn
Crane Moakley
Fazio Reynolds
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Messrs. STUMP, HOLDEN, FOLEY,
HALL of Ohio, and DAVIS, and Mrs.
LINCOLN changed their vote from
‘‘aye’ to ‘‘no.”

Messrs.  HINCHEY, HORN, and
SMITH of Michigan changed their vote
from ““no”” to “‘aye.”

So the amendment offered as a sub-
stitute for the amendment was re-
jected.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

The CHAIRMAN. The question is on
the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from California [Mr. PACKARD].

The question was taken; and the
Chairman announced that the ayes ap-
peared to have it.

RECORDED VOTE

Mr. UPTON. Mr. Chairman, I demand

a recorded vote.

A recorded vote was ordered.

The CHAIRMAN. This is a 5-minute

vote.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—ayes 283, noes 138,

not voting 13, as follows:

Allard
Andrews
Archer
Armey
Bachus
Baesler
Baker (CA)
Baker (LA)
Ballenger
Barcia
Barr
Barrett (NE)
Bartlett
Barton
Bass
Bateman
Bereuter
Bevill
Bilirakis
Bliley
Blute
Boehner
Bonilla
Bono
Brewster
Browder
Brownback
Bryant (TN)
Bunn
Bunning
Burr
Burton
Buyer
Callahan
Calvert
Camp
Canady
Castle
Chabot
Chambliss
Chapman
Chenoweth
Christensen
Chrysler
Clement
Clinger
Coble
Coburn
Collins (GA)
Combest
Condit
Cooley
Costello
Cox
Cramer
Crapo
Cremeans
Cubin
Cunningham
Danner
Davis

de la Garza
Deal
DelLay
Diaz-Balart
Dickey
Dooley
Doolittle
Dornan
Doyle
Dreier
Duncan
Dunn
Edwards
Ehlers
Ehrlich
Emerson
English
Ensign
Everett
Ewing
Fawell
Fields (TX)
Flanagan
Foley
Fowler
Fox
Franks (CT)

[Roll No. 530]
AYES—283

Frelinghuysen
Frisa
Frost
Funderburk
Gallegly
Ganske
Gekas
Geren
Gilchrest
Gillmor
Gonzalez
Goodlatte
Goodling
Gordon
Goss
Graham
Greenwood
Gunderson
Gutknecht
Hall (OH)
Hall (TX)
Hamilton
Hancock
Hansen
Hastert
Hastings (WA)
Hayes
Hayworth
Hefley
Hefner
Heineman
Herger
Hilleary
Hobson
Hoekstra
Hoke
Holden
Horn
Hostettler
Hunter
Hutchinson
Hyde

Inglis
Istook
Jacobs
Johnson (CT)
Johnson (SD)
Johnson, Sam
Jones
Kanjorski
Kasich
Kelly

Kim

King
Kingston
Klink

Klug
Knollenberg
LaHood
Largent
Latham
LaTourette
Laughlin
Lewis (CA)
Lewis (KY)
Lightfoot
Linder
Lipinski
Livingston
LoBiondo
Longley
Lucas
Luther
Manzullo
Martini
Mascara
McCollum
McCrery
McDade
McHale
McHugh
Mclnnis
Mclintosh
McKeon
McNulty
Metcalf
Meyers
Mica

Miller (FL)
Minge
Molinari
Mollohan
Montgomery
Moorhead
Murtha
Myers
Myrick
Nethercutt
Neumann
Ney
Norwood
Nussle
Ortiz

Orton
Packard
Parker
Paxon
Payne (VA)
Peterson (FL)
Peterson (MN)
Petri
Pickett
Pombo
Pomeroy
Porter
Portman
Poshard
Pryce
Quillen
Quinn
Radanovich
Rahall
Ramstad
Rangel
Regula
Riggs
Roberts
Roemer
Rogers
Rohrabacher
Ros-Lehtinen
Rose

Roth
Roukema
Royce
Salmon
Sanford
Saxton
Scarborough
Schaefer
Schiff
Seastrand
Sensenbrenner
Shadegg
Shaw
Shuster
Sisisky
Skeen
Skelton
Smith (MI)
Smith (NJ)
Smith (TX)
Smith (WA)
Solomon
Souder
Spence
Spratt
Stearns
Stenholm
Stockman
Stump
Talent
Tanner
Tate
Tauzin
Taylor (MS)
Taylor (NC)
Tejeda
Thomas
Thornberry
Thornton
Tiahrt
Traficant
Upton
Vento
Volkmer
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Vucanovich Weldon (PA) Wolf
Waldholtz Weller Young (AK)
Walker White Young (FL)
Walsh Whitfield Zeliff
Wamp Wicker Zimmer
Watts (OK) Wilson
Weldon (FL) Wise

NOES—138
Abercrombie Gejdenson Morella
Ackerman Gephardt Nadler
Baldacci Gibbons Neal
Barrett (WI) Gilman Oberstar
Becerra Green Obey
Beilenson Gutierrez Olver
Bentsen Harman Owens
Berman Hastings (FL) Pallone
Bilbray Hilliard Pastor
Bishop Hinchey Payne (NJ)
Boehlert Houghton Pelosi
Bonior Hoyer Reed
Borski Jackson-Lee Richardson
Boucher Jefferson Rivers
Brown (CA) Johnson, E.B. Roybal-Allard
Brown (FL) Johnston Sabo
Brown (OH) Kaptur Sanders
Cardin Kennedy (MA) Sawyer
Clay Kennedy (RI) Schroeder
Clayton Kennelly Schumer
Clyburn Kildee Scott
Coleman Kleczka Serrano
Collins (IL) Kolbe Shays
Conyers LaFalce Skaggs
Coyne Lantos Slaughter
DeFazio Lazio Stark
DeLauro Leach Stokes
Dellums Levin Studds
Deutsch Lewis (GA) Stupak
Dicks Lincoln Thompson
Dingell Lofgren Thurman
Dixon Lowey Torkildsen
Doggett Maloney Torres
Durbin Manton Torricelli
Engel Markey Towns
Eshoo McCarthy Tucker
Evans McDermott Velazquez
Farr McKinney Visclosky
Fattah Meehan Ward
Fields (LA) Meek Waters
Filner Menendez Watt (NC)
Foglietta Mfume Waxman
Forbes Miller (CA) Williams
Frank (MA) Mineta Woolsey
Franks (NJ) Mink Wyden
Furse Moran Yates

NOT VOTING—13

Bryant (TX) Ford Reynolds
Collins (MI) Martinez Rush
Crane Matsui Wynn
Fazio Moakley
Flake Oxley
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Mr. KLINK and Mrs. KELLY changed
their vote from ““no’” to “‘aye.”
So the amendment was agreed to.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Mr. RUSH. Mr. Chairman, because of my
attendance at an engagement off the Hill
today | was unavailable to cast my vote for
rollcall Nos. 529 and 530.

Had | been present | would have voted
“aye” on the Hobson substitute amendment,
rollcall No. 529, and | would have voted “nay”
on the Packard amendment, rollcall No. 530,
to H.R. 2020, Treasury-Postal Service-General
Government appropriations for fiscal year
1996.

Mr. OBEY. Mr. Chairman, | move to
strike the requisite number of words.

Mr. Chairman, we had a needless
blowup here Thursday night for a vari-
ety of reasons, which I am not going to
go into. | would very much like to see
that not happen again. But if we are
going to have outrageous pieces of gar-
bage like this peddled by individual
Members of this House at the door



July 19, 1995

which smear the reputation of individ-
ual Members, then | think we ought to
have a rule that requires every Member
who circulates something like this to
have their name on the sheet.

We just had an amendment offered by
a Republican, the gentleman from Ohio
[Mr. HoBsoON], a distinguished and hon-
orable Member of this House, and yet
the scandal sheet that was distributed
at the door reads, ‘‘Defeat the Hoyer
substitute; Hoyer equals illegal drug
use; Hoyer equals sex training; Hoyer
equals new age cult training; Hoyer
equals condom training; Hoyer equals
religious indoctrination.”’

0O 1545

These are five dirty lies. | want to
know which Member of the House
takes responsibility for bringing this
garbage to the House floor. We have to
treat each other with respect. It would
be kind of nice if at least you had the
right name on the sheet. | would also
suggest that there is not a single Mem-
ber of this House who would want to
see the things happen that this sheet
allegedly describes.

Whoever did this
ashamed of themselves.

The CHAIRMAN. Are there further
amendments to the bill?

AMENDMENT OFFERED BY MR. SANDERS

Mr. SANDERS. Mr. Chairman, | offer
an amendment.

The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will des-
ignate the amendment.

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows:

Amendment offered by Mr. SANDERS:

Amendment No. 12. Page 84, after line 17,
insert the following new section:

SEC. 628. None of the funds appropriated by
this Act may be used for salaries or expenses
of any employee, including any employee of
the Executive Office of the President, in con-
nection with the obligation or expenditure of
funds in the exchange stabilization fund.

Mr. LIGHTFOOT. Mr. Chairman, |
ask unanimous consent that all debate
on this amendment and all amend-
ments thereto close in 60 minutes and
that the time be equally divided be-
tween the gentleman from Vermont
[Mr. SANDERS] and a Member in opposi-
tion.

The CHAIRMAN. Is there objection
to the request of the gentleman from
lowa?

Mr. SANDERS. Mr. Chairman, | ob-
ject. There are a lot of Members who
have waited about 7 months to discuss
this issue and have never had that op-
portunity. 1 do not want to deny any
Member the opportunity to speak on it.

The CHAIRMAN. Objection is heard.

Mr. LIGHTFOOT. Mr. Chairman,
would the gentleman compromise on
an hour and 15 minutes?

Mr. SANDERS. Mr.
hour and 20 minutes.

Mr. LIGHTFOOT. Mr. Chairman, |1
ask unanimous consent that debate on
this amendment and any amendments
thereto be limited to 1 hour and 20
minutes, the time to be equally di-
vided.

ought to be

Chairman, an
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The CHAIRMAN. Is there objection
to the request of the gentleman from
lowa?

There was no objection.

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman
from Vermont [Mr. SANDERS] will be
recognized for 40 minutes, and the gen-
tleman from lowa [Mr. LIGHTFOOT] will
be recognized for 40 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Vermont [Mr. SANDERS].

Mr. SANDERS. Mr. Chairman, | yield
myself such time as | may consume.

Mr. Chairman, this is a simple and
straightforward amendment which
should be supported by progressives, by
conservatives, by moderates and every-
body else.

It should, in fact, be supported by
every Member of Congress who is con-
cerned about the proper separation of
powers as defined by our Constitution
and who cares about fiscal responsibil-
ity.

This amendment prevents the Presi-
dent of the United States, Bill Clinton,
or any future President, from appro-
priating money from the Exchange
Stabilization Fund to bail out Mexico
or any other country without the ap-
proval of Congress.

In January of this year, the Presi-
dent announced that he felt it nec-
essary to bail out the Mexican econ-
omy as a result of the devaluation of
the peso. He initially indicated that he
wanted congressional approval for his
bailout and, in fact, won early support
from congressional leaders of both par-
ties. However, it soon became clear to
the administration that they did not
have the support for this bailout from
a majority of the Members of Congress
or from the American people. Poll after
poll showed overwhelming opposition
to the bailout, and more and more
Members of Congress, Republicans,
Democrats and the Independent, voiced
disapproval of the bailout.

Mr. Chairman, understanding that he
did not have the votes in Congress to
go forward with this proposal, Presi-
dent Clinton acted unilaterally and
provided Mexico with a minimum of $20
billion in loans and loan guarantees,
$20 billion.

Mr. Chairman, this amendment is not
about the wisdom or the folly of Presi-
dent Clinton’s action in January or
how successful or unsuccessful it might
have been. That is an important discus-
sion but not the main focus of my
amendment.

This amendment deals with one fun-
damental issue, one fundamental issue,
and that is whether the Congress of the
United States accepts its responsibility
under the Constitution to appropriate
funds or whether it will continue to ab-
dicate that responsibility to the execu-
tive branch. That is the issue under
discussion.

If Members of this body support the
$20 billion loan and loan guarantee pro-
gram developed by the President for
Mexico, they have every right to get on
this floor to fight for that funding and
to win a majority of the Members.
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Maybe they can and maybe they can-
not. 1 do not know. But | do know that
it is cowardly, irresponsible and prob-
ably unconstitutional for the Congress
to abdicate its responsibility on this
issue and not vote on the matter.

Mr. Chairman, during the last several
weeks, we have been having heated de-
bates on the floor of the House about
whether to appropriate $2 million for
this program or $20 million for that
project. Debates have gone on hour
after hour, and some of them have been
extremely heated. In every case, the
final decision was made by a vote in
this body in which every Member par-
ticipated, and that is the way it is sup-
posed to be.

Mr. Chairman, how can we spend
hour after hour debating a $5 million
appropriation but not have any debate,
not have any votes when we are talk-
ing about putting at risk $20 billion of
taxpayer money as was the case with
the bailout for Mexico? How can we ask
our constituents back home to put up
all of this money when we have not
cast a vote on it?

It seems to me to be absurd that we
have dozens and dozens of votes for
small appropriations but no vote for a
$20 billion appropriation which puts at
risk so much of our taxpayers money.

I might add for the Members that if
they think this issue is past history,
they are wrong. The Treasury Depart-
ment has already indicated, in a public
hearing, that there is a possibility that
they may be back for more money for
the Mexican bailout in fiscal year 1996.
Will the Congress cop again? Or will we
have the guts to accept our responsibil-
ity?

Mr. Chairman, this legislation should
be supported in a bipartisan fashion,
and I am delighted that we will have
Members from both parties speaking in
support of this amendment. This
amendment should also not be consid-
ered as an attack on President Clinton,
because it will apply to all presidents
from here on in.

Mr. Chairman, | reserve the balance
of my time.

Mr. LIGHTFOOT. Mr. Chairman, |
ask unanimous consent to yield myself
half of my time, 20 minutes, to the gen-
tleman from Maryland [Mr. HOYER],
and | ask that he may control that 20
minutes.

The CHAIRMAN. Is there objection
to the request of the gentleman from
lowa?

There was no objection.

Mr. LIGHTFOOT. Mr. Chairman, |
yield myself such time as | may
consume.

On behalf of our side, | would like to
offer an apology to the gentleman from
Maryland [Mr. HoYER] over the inci-
dent that the gentleman from Wiscon-
sin [Mr. OBEY] brought to the floor. |
totally agree with Mr. OBEY. It was to-
tally uncalled for, and that sort of
thing should not happen in this House.

I do not know who did it, but | would
offer my apologies to Mr. HOYER in lieu
of anyone else.
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Mr. HOYER. Mr. Chairman, will the
gentleman yield?

Mr. LIGHTFOOT. 1 yield to the gen-
tleman from Maryland.

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Chairman, | want to
thank the gentleman.

My colleagues, the issues with which
we deal are emotional. There are a lot
of strong feelings on both sides of the
issues. We are different parties and
sometimes antagonistic to one an-
other’s interests, and we are protago-
nists in debate. But the distribution of
materials which are false, which are
misleading and, in this case, totally in-
accurate in undermining of the comity
that we ought to have in this body.

| try to treat every person in this
body with respect. In return, | expect
to be treated with respect. | do not
think | need to say more, but to want
to say that the gentleman from lowa
[Mr. LIGHTFOOT] is one of those Mem-
bers who | most respect and for whom
I have a great deal of affection. | very
much appreciate his comments.

Mr. LIGHTFOOT. Mr. Chairman, |
yield 5 minutes to the gentleman from
lowa [Mr. LEACH].

Mr. LEACH. Mr. Chairman, | would
begin by saying | have the deepest re-
spect for my distinguished friend from
Vermont. This is a very profound issue.
There will be bipartisan support. There
is also going to be bipartisan opposi-
tion.

Here let me express some of my con-
cerns about the amendment of the gen-
tleman. In the abstract, all of us are
concerned about one or another Fed-
eral program or agency. For some it
might be national security. For others
agriculture, health care or the arts.
That does not mean it is appropriate
for Congress to single out parts of
agencies in this kind of hamstringing
way. The precedent that is established
in this kind of approach is very trou-
bling for this body to manage.

But in the specific, and much more
importantly, the gentleman from Ver-
mont and others in both parties evi-
denced such powerful opposition to the
Mexican initiative that was considered
in February and January and March
that it became a factor in this House
refusing to deal with the issue. And so
this House looks at this issue from the
perspective of refusing to deal rather
than having taken an active position of
either consent or opposition.

I may have differed with the gen-
tleman then and now. But, with the un-
derstanding that bad news could al-
ways break out at any time, it is clear
that to date the Mexican initiative ap-
pears to be working. The Chairman of
the Federal Reserve Board, for in-
stance, testified this morning before
the committee that both the gen-
tleman from Vermont and | sit on, that
it is working maximally. This Member
believes it has probably moved from a
60- to 70-percent likelihood of success
to an 80- to 90-percent likelihood of
success.
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Indeed, from an American perspec-
tive, the embarrassment could be that
we will be making a great deal of
money on the loans and loan commit-
ments we have made, with our lending
charges being almost twice the cost of
borrowing from the Federal Treasury.
Here, let me stress, not only, if the pro-
gram works, will we be making money,
but we will be avoiding socially
diversive consequences in the country
of Mexico, which could have
precipitated massive flows of illegal
immigrants which would have been
costly to the United States taxpayer
and to our own system of governance.

The irony is that this amendment, as
it is brought before this body, disallows
the United States of America from
using the Exchange Stabilization Fund
to defend the dollar. The irony also is
that we might be precluded from actu-
ally receiving a profit on the risk we
have taken with the Mexican initia-
tive. Both of these are counter-
productive circumstances.

Those are not the only ironies that
are troubling, Mr. Chairman. For a
Congress that favors, presumably, sta-
bility in the world, we by this approach
would be introducing a new, massive
element of instability in exchange
rates. For a Congress that wants to be
cohesive, we make it very difficult to
be credible if we attempt to seek puni-
tive actions against those responsible
for policy the leadership of this Con-
gress signed off on. By the leadership, |
mean the leadership of both parties.

Mr. Chairman, | recognize we have an
honest difference of opinion on the
Mexican policy, but this approach has
the effect of standing as much as a vote
of no confidence against the Speaker
and the majority leader and minority
leader as it does the President of the
United States.

Mr. Chairman, let me also stress that
if we look at the Mexican issue, it
strikes me this administration gets
pretty good marks for how it handled
the crisis once it developed. The
marks, if one is taking a historical per-
spective, if one is bent on criticizing
the administration, that are less than
good relate to the reasons that the cri-
sis was precipitated in the first place.
On those grounds, the administration,
particularly in 1994, could come under
a reasonable criticism. However, for
what has been done in 1995, in my judg-
ment, there is an excellent chance this
will be considered one of the great suc-
cesses, not failures, of this administra-
tion.

Let me also say that | think it is im-
portant to look to the future. As we
look to the future, it is self-apparent
that the international community did
not have at its disposal the right kinds
of equipment and capacities to deal
with a crisis of this nature. We mar-
shalled, maximally, a $50 billion world-
wide system of support, 40 percent of
which came from the United States.

It is clear that this war for economic
stability in Mexico stretched the re-
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sources of the international commu-
nity. We do not have the capacity to
fight in tandem two stabilization wars,
or three or four of similar magnitude.
The challenge for this body is, instead
of sniping at a past decision—which in
my belief represented an act of extraor-
dinary courage from a President reel-
ing with weakness, from this Congress
which was new, and from a presidency
in Mexico which was also new and that
responded collectively with surprising
wisdom; the challenge for this body is
to develop ways for the international
community to share in the kinds of ob-
ligations that come into place when
this kind of crisis emerges in the fu-
ture.

Instead of sniping, what we ought to
be looking at are constructive efforts
to improve both international law and
international institutions to take the
burden off the publics of individual
countries. While the risk in the Mexi-
can initiative was put disproportion-
ately on the United States public, it
looks, at this point, as if it was well
merited and as if it is going to produce
a profit.

Mr. Chairman, | would only say to
my distinguished colleague from lowa,
this amendment should, respectfully,
be defeated.

Mr. SANDERS. Mr. Chairman, | yield
6 minutes to the gentlewoman from
Ohio, Ms. MARCY KAPTUR.

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Chairman, | thank
the gentleman for yielding time to me.
I want to rise in very strong support of
the Sanders amendment.

To my good friend, the gentleman
from lowa [Mr. LEACH], | would say
what is going on has nothing to do with
sniping, it has nothing to do with a
new President, nothing to do with a
new leadership in the Congress. It has
everything to do with the establish-
ment of precedent in a republic that is
over 200 years old.

I want to commend the gentleman
from Vermont [Mr. SANDERS] for forc-
ing us to meet our constitutional re-
sponsibilities. If any Member believes
it is wrong that the Government of the
United States, by the agreement of per-
haps six men, decided to send billions
of dollars to Mexico to bail out their
investments, without a vote of Con-
gress, without a vote of Congress, if
members believe that was wrong, as |
do, they will support the Sanders
amendment.

The backdoor use of an obscure fund
in the Treasury called the Economic
Stabilization Fund, a fund that the
Clinton administration essentially
raided, with the collusion of about four
leaders in this House and a few over in
the Senate, is unprecedented in both
magnitude of the dollars involved, the
purposes for which the fund was origi-
nally established several decades ago,
and also the duration and risk attached
to what has been done.

Mr. Chairman, | really respect my
colleague, the gentleman from lowa, as
a staunch defender of our Constitution.
Thus, it surprises me a bit to hear him
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argue in the way he has argued this
afternoon. Our country has never ex-
tended loans to a foreign country on a
medium- or long-term basis from this
fund, never $20 billion and more of
commitment. This particular commit-
ment was 20 times as large as any prior
use of this fund. Never has it been the
will of this Congress to provide the ex-
ecutive branch with unlimited author-
ity of this sort.

Mr. LEACH. Mr. Chairman, will the
gentlewoman yield?
Ms. KAPTUR. |
tleman from lowa.

Mr. LEACH. Mr. Chairman, | would
only make one modest point. | think
several of the points of the gentle-
woman are correct. On the point of
precedent, though, | would say that the
fund was set up for this purpose. It has
been used for this purpose in the past,
but never at this magnitude. The mag-
nitude is unprecedented. That is the
unprecedented point. However, the
legal authority is there. We have care-
fully reviewed that legal authority, so
as a constitutional issue, | would beg
to differ with the gentlelady.

Ms. KAPTUR. If I might reclaim my
time from the gentleman, Mr. Chair-
man, this is where the nub of the argu-
ment really lies, in terms of the Con-
stitution. When this fund was estab-
lished, the purpose was to prop up the
dollar, not the peso, but the purpose of
the fund was for short-term currency
exchanges, not medium-term loans, not
long-term loans, for another govern-
ment, for another government to refi-
nance its investors, those people that
had speculated in that market.

| think that the gentleman, being a
party to the agreement, obviously
would want to defend it, but | think
that when we have a backdoor form of
foreign aid, this is not healthy. This is
not healthy for our country, it is not
healthy for the confidence of Members
here, nor of the America people. We
should have a debate.

Mr. Chairman, what is so troubling
about this particular matter is we have
never been allowed to have a full de-
bate on the floor of this Congress. It
has been bottled up by the committees
of jurisdiction. Our efforts to get dis-
charge petitions signed have been very
interesting to watch, to move this bill
to the floor in other forms, but | think
the gentleman’s point is incorrect. In
fact, this fund was established to prop
up the dollar, not any foreign currency.

Mr. LEACH. Mr. Chairman, if the
gentlewoman will continue to vyield,
the gentlewoman is precisely correct
on what the fund was set up to do
under original law, but the law was
changed in 1977 under the Gold Reserve
Act. It was precisely changed to allow
greater flexibility in usage of these
funds, and they have been used for this
purpose many times since 1977, with
full concurrence of the Congress of the
United States.

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Chairman, let me
just say that historically the fund was
never used either for this magnitude,

yield to the gen-
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this duration, or this purpose. What
has happened during the 1980’s, and this
is why | call this a backdoor form of
foreign aid, if this was necessary to
prop up the political environment of
this continent and of this hemisphere,
then that is what the debate ought to
be about, but the fact is we took over
$20 billion of our taxpayers’ money and
put it at risk. It is still at risk.

The long-term debt of Mexico, and if
we look at what is happening with the
internal dynamics of that country,
with its private banks, with the loans
that are owned by the private sector,
this is not over, as my good friend
knows, probably as well as anyone in
this institution. This is not the way to
do it. This is not the way to do it. |
think the gentleman is creating a real
paradox inside for Members who may
wish to have an open debate on the
merits of how we relate to Mexico, but
I think this completely erodes that
confidence.

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Chairman, | yield 4
minutes to the gentleman from Texas
[Mr. BENTSEN].

Mr. BENTSEN. Mr. Chairman, |
thank the gentleman for yielding time
to me.

Mr. Chairman, let me start out by
saying that it would be nice if we could
go back to a time where we could live
within out borders, trade within our
borders, our economy would remain
within our borders, and we would not
have to worry about what goes on in
other countries. However, that time
has long passed. The problem with this
amendment is that it tries to take us
back to where we cannot go. It guts our
policy as a nation to intervene in the
world currency markets, and in par-
ticular, to defend the dollar. That
would be a big mistake. We must not
tie the hands of any administration to
protect the dollar.

In the last 18 months we have seen
dramatic drops in the value of the dol-
lar, and we have seen some efforts
where the dollar has starteed to sta-
bilize. To do this today would under-
mine those efforts. Then the result
would be a continuing fall of the dollar,
a rise in interest rates, a rise in mort-
gage rates, and that would be det-
rimental to our economy, which |
think would be contrary to what the
proponents are trying to accomplish.

Second of all, let us talk a little bit
about Mexico. | do not disagree with
the proponents wanting to come down
and debate the issue of Mexico. I am
more than willing to come down and
debate it. However, let us talk about a
couple of facts with regard to Mexico.
No. 1, it is our third largest trading
partner. Those facts will not change.

No. 2, we know that exports are down
to Mexico, in part because of the eco-
nomic situation that has gone on
there. However, we have to remember
that if we had not taken care of the sit-
uation, that exports would have been
way down in Mexico, and we would
have had an economic collapse on our
hands. There are 80 million people who
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live there. They are not going any-
where. They are not going to move
anywhere. They are going to be there
along the border, a 2,000-mile border
with the United States, so we have no
choice but to face up to the situation
and deal with it.

I would agree with the distinguished
chairman of the Committee on Bank-
ing and Financial Services, that the
policy does appear to be working. |
would argue that the figures are not
exactly correct, because it appears to
this point that we have issued loan
guarantees and Treasury swaps in the
range of about $10.5 to $11 billion, not
$20 billion. However, the policy does
appear to be working. Mexico has been
able to reenter the capital markets, it
has been able to have more capital in-
flow into the country, and that will
work to our benefit.

Let me address another issue that |
think is a myth that has been out
there. There are a lot who believe that
our policy was geared primarily to the
benefit of Wall Street investment
bankers, but the fact of the matter is
that over 50 percent of the bonds, the
Mexican Treasury bonds which would
have defaulted, were held by United
States institutional investors. United
States institutional investors are not
one or two people who reside on Wall
Street. They are pension funds, they
are people like you and me, who invest
in 401(k)’s and our savings and our re-
tirement.

Mr. COX of California. Mr. Chairman,
will the gentleman yield?

Mr. BENTSEN. | yield to the gen-
tleman from California.

Mr. COX of California. Mr. Chairman,
is the gentleman speaking of the
tesebonos?

Mr. BENTSEN. Yes.

Mr. COX of California. The gen-
tleman is aware that the tesebonos
were payable in pesos rather than in
dollars. Why does the gentleman be-
lieve they would have defaulted?

Mr. BENTSEN. Reclaiming my time,
Mr. Chairman, | believe they would
have defaulted if there was a collapse,
if we had not stepped in, if we had al-
lowed the Mexican economy to col-
lapse. | think they would not have been
able to make their payments.

Mr. COX of California. If the gen-
tleman will continue to yield, does the
Mexican Government not have the sov-
ereign capacity to issue pesos to repay
their sovereign debt?

Mr. BENTSEN. The Mexican Govern-
ment does have the ability to do that.

Mr. Chairman, let me finish my
statement quickly by saying this
amendment is misguided. | understand
the gentlewoman’s concern on the pol-
icy, and | would be glad to debate that,
but this is a straitjacket on our policy
to intervene in the currency markets,
which any nation, particularly this Na-
tion, should have the ability to do. It is
a mercantilist policy. It is misguided.

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Chairman, will the
gentleman yield?

Mr. BENTSEN. | yield to the gentle-
woman from Ohio.
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Ms. KAPTUR. | will just say, that is
exactly what we want. We want a de-
bate on the merits of the policy and
the precedent being established.
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Mr. BENTSEN. Reclaiming my time,
that is fine, but let us not tie the hands
of any administration to intervene in
the currency markets to defend the
dollar.

Ms. KAPTUR. Let us do it under the
law.

Mr. SANDERS. Mr. Chairman, | yield
5 minutes to the gentlewoman from
Missouri [Ms. DANNER].

Ms. DANNER. Mr. Chairman, I rise in
support of the Sanders amendment to
suspend funding for disbursing ex-
change stabilization funds to Mexico.

Because | know everyone here is
aware of the origins of the $48 billion
Mexican bailout package, | will not re-
view it again. However, | want to be
sure that we all remember that, despite
the size of this bailout, Congress has
never directly voted on whether or not
to approve it.

Mr. Chairman, while this amendment
will not immediately cut off funding, it
will show that Congress is unwilling to
relinquish our control over the Na-
tion’s spending.

Mr. Chairman, | think the House
should also be aware that as the year
has progressed, unappropriated money
has continued to flow to Mexico. In
fact, by late May, Mexico had already
borrowed the maximum amount the
Treasury Department allowed to be
dispersed before July 1. On June 29,
Mexico announced they will draw down
an additional $5.5 billion of the $10 bil-
lion which became available July 1. In
addition, the United States backed
IMF has loaned the Mexican Govern-
ment $8 billion.

Where has the bailout money gone?
Well, of the $17 billion Mexico has bor-
rowed through the bailout package,
they have spent $6 billion to redeem
dollar-denominated bonds, $3 billion to
pay off other public debt, $4 billion to
pay off dollar deposits withdrawn from
Mexican banks and $2 billion to enable
Mexican companies to redeem foreign
debts.

This money did not go to the Mexi-
can people, it went to foreign investors
who made a bad investment decision,
and are now being spared the con-
sequences because the United States
taxpayer is paying for their mistakes.

I know that this amendment will not
bring back the money which has al-
ready gone to Mexico, and it will not
immediately stop additional taxpayer
dollars from flowing to Mexico. How-
ever, it will allow Congress to reclaim
the constitutional role in controlling
the spending of taxpayer’s money for
the next fiscal year, and that is cer-
tainly the least we can do.

I urge all Members to support the
Sanders amendment.

Mr. LIGHTFOOT. Mr. Chairman, |
yield 6 minutes to the gentleman from
Texas [Mr. DE LA GARZzA].
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Mr. HOYER. Mr. Chairman, | yield 30
seconds to the gentleman from Texas
[Mr. DE LA GARZA].

The CHAIRMAN pro tempore (Mr.
WALKER). The gentleman from Texas is
recognized for 6%2 minutes.

Mr. DE LA GARZA. Mr. Speaker, lis-
tening to the distinguished chairman
of the Committee on Banking and Fi-
nancial Services, | was very happy that
he mentioned the facts, and gave an ac-
curate description of what this fund is
all about.

What | am going to very respectfully
and quite reluctantly have to explain is
that this is no more, no less than Mex-
ico bashing. We are still fighting
NAFTA. We did not fight Canada. Oh,
no. But are still arguing about Mexico.

Let me give some facts. Mexico is not
going to be swallowed by the ocean. It
is going to be there forever. The border
is not going to change, they will be our
neighbors always. What we do with
Mexico to stabilize the peso is for my
side of the river, for the American side
of the river. When the peso is weak for
whatever reason, it is McAllen and San
Antonio and Dallas and Houston that
suffer.

But what disturbs me the most is
that in the debate on NAFTA, and I
hate to go back to it, we got to a Mex-
ico-bashing binge. | share blood with
the Mexican people. And when you in-
sult them, you insult me.

They discussed the environmental is-
sues, that Mexico would not fulfill the
obligations incurred by NAFTA. | am
going to put in the RECORD later a
story about how United States compa-
nies are complaining how harshly Mex-
ico is treating them about cleaning up
the environment.

United States companies are saying
the Mexican Government has closed 28
factories in the State of Tamaulipas,
they have sanctioned about 80, but here
we are still saying, ‘““Oh, they’re not
cleaning up the environment.”

Mexicans have died for the United
States of America. There is a Medal of
Honor winner from Mexico. They are
our brothers. They are our neighbors.
They will not go away. They will not
be swallowed by the ocean they will re-
main our southern border.

Yes, we should correct, but | doubt
that there is any—I do not know what
word to use—integrity in any argu-
ment about the fund, when we know
what motivates the problem with the
fund and how much money that would
go to Mexico.

My side of the river is suffering. They
are asking me, ““Can you get us SBA
loans because we are losing all this
business that is not coming from Mex-
ico?”’

Mexico has been our stern ally politi-
cally, socially, and economically. Let
me tell you, the best interests of the
United States of America and our very
national security demands a stable
Mexico, socially, economically, politi-
cally.

That is why we at times intervene in
Mexican affairs, rightly or wrongly, to
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try and make them more equal to us.
But the bottom line, my dear friends,
is that we, the United States of Amer-
ica, took two-thirds of t