June 29, 1995

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA PRO-
POSED FISCAL YEAR 1995 SEC-
OND SUPPLEMENTAL BUDGET
AND RESCISSIONS OF AUTHOR-
ITY REQUEST ACT AND PRO-
POSED FISCAL YEAR 1996 BUDG-
ET REQUEST ACT—MESSAGE
FROM THE PRESIDENT OF THE
UNITED STATES (H. DOC. NO. 104-
89)

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
WALKER) laid before the House the fol-
lowing message from the President of
the United States; which was read and,
together with the accompanying pa-
pers, without objection, referred to the
Committee on Appropriations and or-
dered to be printed:

To the Congress of the United States:

In accordance with section 446 of the
District of Columbia Self-Government
and Governmental Reorganization Act,
I am transmitting the District of Co-
lumbia’s Proposed FY 1995 Second Sup-
plemental Budget and Rescissions of
Authority Request Act and the Pro-
posed FY 1996 Budget Request Act.

The Proposed FY 1996 Budget has not
been reviewed or approved by the Dis-
trict of Columbia Financial Respon-
sibility and Management Assistance
Authority, created by Public Law 104-
8, the District of Columbia Financial
Responsibility and Management Assist-
ance Act of 1995 (the “‘Act’). It will be
subject to such review and approval
pursuant to section 208 of the Act.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON.

THE WHITE HOUSE, June 29, 1995.

COMMUNICATION FROM THE HON-
ORABLE RICHARD A. GEPHARDT,
DEMOCRATIC LEADER

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Honorable RICHARD
A. GEPHARDT, Democratic leader:

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
OFFICE OF THE DEMOCRATIC LEADER,
Washington, DC, May 11, 1995.
Hon. NEWT GINGRICH,
Speaker of the House, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to Section
211(B)(f), Public Law 101-515 as amended by
Section 260001, Public Law 103-322, | hereby
appoint the following individual represent-
ing law enforcement officers to the National
Commission to Support Law Enforcement:
Mr. Darryl Jones of Upper Marlboro, Mary-
land.

Yours very truly,
RICHARD A. GEPHARDT.

EXTENDING AUTHORITIES UNDER
THE MIDDLE EAST PEACE FA-
CILITATION ACT OF 1994

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, | ask
unanimous consent to take from the
Speaker’s table the Senate bill—S.
962—to extend authorities under the
Middle East Peace Facilitation Act of
1994 until August 15, 1995, and ask for
its immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the title of the Senate
bill.
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York?

Mr. HAMILTON. Mr. Speaker, | re-
serve the right to object, and | do not
intend to object, but | do want to state
some concerns | have about the process
surrounding the consideration of the
bill.

This is the Middle East Peace Facili-
tation Act. It expires June 30, 1995,
which is this Friday. The bill before us,
S. 962, extends the law only for another
45 days, until August 15.

Mr. Speaker, this bill is critical to
the Middle East peace process. If the
act is allowed to expire, all funds for
direct assistance to the Palestinian au-
thority and the West Bank and Gaza
will be cut off. The United States will
not be able to contribute to inter-
national efforts to benefit the Palestin-
ian authority, and representatives of
the Palestinian authority or related
entities will not be able to maintain an
office in the United States. So, engag-
ing in dipomatic activities here would
be virtually impossible.

In short, allowing this law to expire
could bring down the peace process at a
time of intense Israeli-Palestinian
peace talks.

Given the fragile, but nonetheless
positive, nature of ongoing discussion
between the Israelis and Palestinians, |
have concern that we want to add to
the instabilities of the region by ex-
tending this law only until August 15.
By doing so, we are sending mixed sig-
nals to the parties, raising doubts
about our resolve in the peace process.
We create artificial tensions for a re-
gion that has plenty of real tensions.
We do so for reasons that have nothing
to do with Palestinians or Israelis.

We want the Palestinians to do more
to control violence. We have concerns
about some actions of the Palestinian
authority. But we have an ongoing
process to monitor Palestinian behav-
ior without imposing unnecessary time
pressures on both sides.

I think it is a mistake not to author-
ize a longer extension at this time.

I will not object to the bill, but I do
hope that when we have to return to
the floor later this summer to extend
this law again, we do so for a longer pe-
riod of time.

We should send a signal of strong
support for the Middle East peace proc-
ess, not the opposite. The Middle East
peace process is hard enough. We in the
Congress should not make it harder.

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, will the
gentleman yield?

Mr. HAMILTON. Further reserving
the right to object, | yield to the gen-
tleman from New York.

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, S. 962 is a
temporary extension of the Middle
East Peace Facilitation Act, which is
scheduled to expire at the end of this
week unless congressional authority is
extended.

Because we will conference with the
Senate on a more substantive Middle
East Peace Facilitation Act prior to

H 6645

the summer recess, this legislation ex-
tends the Act until August 15, 1995. In
essence, this is a 45-day extension.

| therefore urge positive consider-
ation of this legislation under my
unanimous consent request.

Mr. HAMILTON. Mr. Speaker, | with-
draw my reservation of objection.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York?

There was no objection.

The Clerk read the Senate bill, as fol-
lows:

S. 962

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SEC. 1. EXTENSION OF AUTHORITIES.

Section 583 of the Foreign Relations Au-
thorization Act, Fiscal Years 1994 and 1995
(Public Law 103-236) is amended by striking
“July 1, 1995 and inserting in lieu thereof
““August 15, 1995”".

The Senate bill was ordered to be
read a third time, was read the third
time, and passed, and a motion to re-
consider was laid on the table.

CALLING UPON THE PEOPLE’S RE-
PUBLIC OF CHINA TO RELEASE
U.S. CITIZEN, HARRY WU

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, | ask
unanimous consent that the Commit-
tee on International Relations be dis-
charged from further consideration of
the resolution—House Resolution 178—
calling upon the People’s Republic of
China to release U.S. citizen Harry Wu
unconditionally and to provide for an
accounting of his arrest and detention,
and ask for its immediate consider-
ation in the House.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York?

Mr. HAMILTON. Mr. Speaker, reserv-
ing the right to object, | do not intend
to object. | simply want to commend
the authors of the resolution for their
excellent work in bringing this meas-
ure before the House in a timely fash-
ion.

House Resolution 178 condemns the
arbitrary detention of Mr. Harry Wu by
the Chinese.

Mr. Wu is a dedicated human rights
activist. He is highly respected by
Members, many Members of this
House. | support the resolution, and |
call upon the Chinese Government to
release Mr. Wu.

Mr. GEJDENSON. Mr. Speaker, will
the gentleman yield?

Mr. HAMILTON. Further reserving
the right to object, | yield to the gen-
tleman from Connecticut.

Mr. GEJDENSON. Mr. Speaker, | just
want to join my colleagues and com-
mend the gentleman from New Jersey
[Mr. SmITH], the gentleman from Vir-
ginia [Mr. WoLF] and so many others,
particularly the gentlewoman from
California [Ms. PEeLoslI], for the work
they have done on this issue.
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I know Harry Wu. He has testified be-
fore my committee. The courage of this
individual, who spent 19 years in slave
labor camps in China, to go back to
fight for other people’s freedom and to
continue to raise the issues of the Chi-
nese Government’s abuse of its own
citizens is courage that it is hard for
most of us to fathom.

There is a double outrage here. One is
that Harry Wu, who suffered so much
at the hands of the Chinese, is suffering
there again today. But it does beyond
that. Harry Wu Went to China as an
American citizen with a valid Amer-
ican passport and a valid visa from the
Chinese Government. This is someone
who has had the courage to continue to
work for his fellow man and for his fel-
low men and women of China who live
under oppression.

This kind of action by the Chinese
Government will only continue to iso-
late that Government. It is an outrage
that we will not sit idly by. It will mo-
bilize Members of the House and Sen-
ate on both sides of the aisle.

Harry Wu is a genuine hero today,
and he will not be forgotten by this
Congress. He must be released by the
Chinese, and again | would like to com-
mend the ranking Member, the chair-
man of the committee, the gentleman
from New Jersey [Mr. SMITH], the gen-
tleman from Virginia [Mr. WOLF], par-
ticularly on our side, the Gentlewoman
from California [Ms. PeLosi], for the
wonderful work she has done on this
issue through the years.

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, will the
gentleman yield?

Mr. HAMILTON. Further reserving
the right to object, | yield to the gen-
tleman from New York.

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, earlier
today, our committee on International
Relations reported out House Resolu-
tion 177, a resolution that calls upon
the People’s Republic of China to im-
mediately and unconditionally release
Harry Wu. Harry Wu is well-known to
many Members of Congress for his tes-
timony before a number of our commit-
tees about human rights abuses in
China. Because of this, he was arrested
in China on June 19.

I want to commend the chairman of
the Human Rights and International
Organization Subcommittee, the gen-
tleman from New Jersey [Mr. SMITH],
for crafting the resolution before us
and | want to thank the Asia and Pa-
cific Subcommittee Chairman, Mr. BE-
REUTER, for coordinating his efforts
with Mr. SMITH to bring it so rapidly
before us.

It is an outrage that an American
citizen is being held by the Govern-
ment of the People’s Republic of China
and they have denied our Government
representatives access to him and have
not told our representatives where he
is or what charges are being con-
templated against him.

That kind of action indicates that
the Government is Beijing will dis-
regard conventions and agreements
whenever it suits them. A government
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that will sell restricted weapons tech-
nology to Iran will certainly not have
a problem with breaking more mun-
dane but no less important consular
agreements.

Accordingly, | fully support this res-
olution and urge my colleagues to join
us in voting for it.

O 2230

Mr. HAMILTON. Mr. Speaker, fur-
ther reserving the right to object, |
yield to the gentlewoman from Califor-
nia [Ms. PELOsSI], one of the chief spon-
sors of House Resolution 177.

Ms. PELOSI. Mr. Speaker, | thank
the gentleman for yielding. | wanted to
commend Chairman GILMAN, Chairman
SMITH, and perhaps Harry Wu’s best
friend in the Congress, FRANK WOLF.
Harry Wu has friends on both sides of
the aisle, on both sides of the Atlantic,
and on both sides of the Pacific. He is
a truly internationally recognized
champion of freedom and democracy.

Who else is Harry Wu? Harry Wu,
when 19 or 20 years old, criticized the
Soviet invasion of Hungary. He was
overheard doing that and sent as a po-
litical prisoner to a slave labor camp,
where he served for 19 years. Eventu-
ally he came out and came to the Unit-
ed States, He is a U.S. citizen, but has
not forgotten those who were left be-
hind in these prison labor camps. He
has written books describing the plight
of those people, and worked tirelessly
to try to expose the prison labor sys-
tem in China.

Those of us who know Harry and ap-
preciate the valuable contribution he
has already made always discouraged
him from going back to China, because
this is what we did fear. Because of the
international acclaim that he had re-
ceived and the international attention
that he had brought to both the slave
labor issue in China and also the organ
transplant issue which is associated
with the slave labor camps, that the
Chinese were not happy, and that he
might be in danger should he go there.
So we have discouraged him in recent
years from returning there, and our
worst fears have not been realized.

So, with that, 1 want to say, because
I know time is of the essence and we
want to get on with the evening, but to
Harry Wu’s wife Ching Li, we commend
her for her courage. She is a source of
strength and inspiration to us. She
knows that Harry did what he did be-
cause he believed in freedom and de-
mocracy, and risked his life many
times over the years. He did these out-
standing things with the support of his
friends in the U.S. Congress and the
European Parliament and other places,
and among those are the people who
are here before us tonight, Mr. GILMAN.
Mr. SMITH, and Mr. WOLF. It is one of
the joys of my service in Congress to
have worked with them on this issue
and to support such an exceptional per-
son as Harry Wu. | am grateful to all of
our colleagues for allowing us this
unanimous consent request this
evening.
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Mr. HAMILTON. Mr. Speaker, fur-
ther reserving the right to object, |
yield to the gentleman from New Jer-
sey [Mr. SMITH], a chief sponsor of the
resolution.

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr.
Speaker, 1 thank my good friend for
yielding.

Mr. Speaker, the abuse of human
rights by the People’s Republic of
China includes the thousands of people
who languish in the gulag system and
logai system which Harry Wu has so
faithfully, as well as so courageously,
exposed throughout the years, but the
human rights abuses, as we all know,
are legion in the People’s Republic of
China. Now they include again a U.S.
citizen.

On June 19 of this year, just a couple
of days ago, Harry Wu was arrested as
he entered China. Harry Wu is well
known to many of us in Washington.
He is a former political prisoner. He
was a prisoner in the logai system for
19 years.

Harry has tirelessly worked to expose
Chinese human rights abuses. The ex-
tensive prison labor system, the back-
bone of China’s export industry, the
trafficking of body parts of prisoners
for transplant and research, and he has
also uncovered the numerous products
manufactured in the slave labor camps
which are being sold in the United
States.

Knowing that each time he returned
to China to investigate human rights
abuses that he put himself in danger,
Harry Wu continued to go back, re-
membering those millions who like he
suffered, or like his brother, who died
at the hands of the Chinese Govern-
ment and military.

Mr. Chairman, on April 3 we had the
privilege in the International Oper-
ations and Human Rights Committee
to hear testimony from six survivors of
the logai system. They gave extensive
testimony, a Buddhist monk, a priest,
and others who had been held by the
Chinese, and, of course, | think the
most riveting testimony was given by
Harry Wu.

When talking about this, he said, “‘l
really want to forget the nightmares of
that past period, buy, you know, some
things simply will not go away. So,
like a bad dream, they refuse to dis-
appear.”

But he also said, “I am a survivor. |
think | have a responsibility to those
inmates who are still there. Finally, |
have got a chance to tell the truth to
the world.”

Today again, sadly, Mr. Speaker,
Harry Wu is not free. His whereabouts
is not known. The U.S. Embassy for its
part was informed of the arrest and
tried, and tried very hard, to find out
where he is, and has been stonewalled.
Nine days have past since Harry Wu, a
U.S. citizen, was arrested.

How much longer do we have to wait
to find out where he is and exactly
what kind of shape he is in? Harry Wu
indeed has been a voice for those cry-
ing out for truth and for justice. | am
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very glad in a bipartisan way, Mr.
Speaker, that we today will go on
record calling on the People’s Republic
of China, working with the administra-
tion on this one, to try to get the free-
dom of this United States citizen, who
has been unjustly and cruelly taken by
the People’s Republic of China.

Mr. HAMILTON. Mr. Speaker, under
the reservation of objection, | yield to
the gentleman from Virginia [Mr.
WoOLF], one of the chief sponsors of the
resolution.

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, | thank the
gentleman.

Mr. Speaker, so much has been said,
let me just cover a few other points.
Harry is a scholar at the Hoover Insti-
tute. He is an author. His latest book is
Bitter Winds, where he talks about his
19 years in the gulag.

With regard to these circumstances,
as the gentleman from Connecticut
[Mr. GEJDENSON] said, Harry is an
American citizen. Harry Wu is an
American citizen with a valid passport
who has been arrested and detained by
the Chinese Government. They have
not even allowed our government to
interview him, to see him. He is a
moral leader, not only in the United
States, but in the world. He is almost
like the Sharanski of China, if you
will.

I want to thank the people who
moved this out of the committee so
fast, and thank the leadership of the
Congress. | think the fact that Con-
gress has acted so quickly, | have never
seen the Congress has acted so quickly,
I have never seen the Congress act this
quickly on anything, and the fact that
in these busy days, staying in around
the clock, that the Congress has
brought this up is very, very impor-
tant.

We are asking that he be released.
Released. Unconditionally released,
whereby he can return to his family. |
do not know that Harry is listening at
this moment, but | know his wife is,
and we just remember Harry in our
prayers and remember her.

I would just say to the Chinese Gov-
ernment, and | do not know if they are
watching tonight, but if anything were
to happen to Harry Wu, | just think
that the Chinese Government would
pay a price for the future that they do
not even realize. We are not going to
make any threats tonight, and | do not
think it is appropriate to be combining
this with MFN or all these other
things. But if anything ever happened
to Harry Wu, | pledge myself | would
commit myself and dedicate myself to
doing anything and everything | can to
make sure that there had been a price
paid.

So we call on the Chinese Govern-
ment to release Harry Wu and let him
return to his family.

Mr. Speaker, | thank the gentleman
for moving this resolution so fast.

Mr. HAMILTON. Mr. Speaker, fur-
ther reserving the right to object, |
yield to the gentleman from New York
[Mr. GILMAN].
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Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, | am just
asking the gentleman to yield in order
for me to thank the ranking minority
member for his cooperation and bring-
ing the measure to the floor expedi-
tiously. I want to commend the origi-
nal sponsors, the gentlewoman from
California [Ms. PELoOsI], the gentleman
from Virginia [Mr. WoLF], the gen-
tleman from New Jersey [Mr. SMITH],
and the gentleman from Nebraska [Mr.
BEREUTER] for joining together in mov-
ing this measure quickly through the
House so we can bring the greatest
pressure possible to the People’s Re-
public of China for the early release of
Mr. Wu.

Mr. HAMILTON. Mr. Speaker, fur-
ther reserving the right to object, |
yield to the gentlewoman from Califor-
nia [Ms. PELOSI].

Ms. PELOSI. Mr. Speaker, | thank
the ranking member for yielding and
his cooperation this evening. Just in
closing | wanted to make it clear what
we are asking for is for the Chinese
Government to make us aware of Harry
Wu’s whereabouts, to allow him to
have a visit as is appropriate in our re-
lationship with China and the consular
agreements, a visit from representa-
tives of the American Embassy and
consulate there, and also to free Harry
Wu.

We will pursue this issue until he is
free, and this evening’s unanimous con-
sent action is an important step for us
in the direction. Once again, | want to
thank the gentleman from Indiana [Mr.
HAMILTON] for his cooperation.

Mr. HAMILTON. Mr. Speaker, | with-
draw my reservation of objection.

Mr. SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York?

There was no objection.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. REs. 178

Whereas Peter H. Wu, known as Harry Wu,
is a citizen of the United States;

Whereas Harry Wu entered the People’s
Republic of China with an American passport
and a valid visa but has been detained in-
communicado by Chinese authorities since
June 19, 1995;

Whereas on June 23, 1995, the Government
of the People’s Republic of China notified
the United States Government of its deten-
tion of Harry Wu;

Whereas on June 26, 1995, the United States
Government requested that Chinese Govern-
ment authorities provide prompt access to
Harry Wu;

Whereas Article 35 of the United States-
People’s Republic of China Consular Conven-
tion of February 19, 1982, requires that access
to a detained or arrested American citizen be
granted no later than 48 hours after a re-
quest for such access is made;

Whereas, as of Wednesday, June 28, 1995,
the People’s Republic of China had failed to
act in accordance with the 48 hour consular
access provision of the Consular Convention;
and

Whereas the Department of State has not
been informed of where Harry Wu is being
held, nor what charges, if any, are being con-
templated, and has not received any assur-
ances that the obligations of the Govern-
ment of the People’s Republic of China under
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the Consular Convention will be met: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That—

(1) The House of Representatives expresses
its condemnation of the arrest and detention
of Harry Wu and its deep concern for his
well-being and freedom;

(2) It is the sense of the House of Rep-
resentatives that—

(A) The People’s Republic of China must
immediately comply with its commitments
under the United States-People’s Republic of
China Consular Convention of February 19,
1982, by allowing consular access to Harry

Wu;

(B) The People’s Republic of China should
provide a full accounting to the United
States for Harry Wu’s arrest and detention,
and should immediately and unconditionally
release him; and

(C) The President of the United States
should use every diplomatic means available
to ensure Harry Wu’s safety and well-being,
and to secure his immediate and uncondi-
tional release.

(3) The Clerk of the House shall transmit
copies of this resolution to the President of
the United States, to the Embassy of the
People’s Republic of China in the United
States, and to President Jiang Zemin of the
People’s Republic of China.

The resolution was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

SPECIAL ORDERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of May
12, 1995, and under a previous order of
the House, the following Members are
recognized for 5 minutes each.

THE RESCISSIONS PACKAGE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Texas [Ms. JACKSON-LEE]
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. JACKSON-LEE. Mr. Speaker,
there has been a very long discussion,
now | guess almost some six months,
attempting to bring this House to focus
on what has been partly the claim of
the American people, discussion about
a balanced budget, the idea that a defi-
cit does exist, and we as the United
States Congress, being representative
of all Americans, should begin to
strategize, to respond to building a bet-
ter America as we move into the 21st
Century.

We have each struggled with this,
and many would say there are many
Democrat obstacles we have had to
fight. And | thought that as we came
into the 104th Congress, we could at-
tempt to do this in a manner that
would evidence our commitment to the
best and the most fulfilling of what
America has to offer, and that is of
course, an opportunity to achieve and
to be able to achieve the American
dream.

But | think it is important as we con-
cluded the vote on the rescissions
today to express my disappointment,
that | do not believe we had reached
that point. First of all, | think it is im-
portant to note for many Americans
who listen to sound bites or read head-
lines, that in actuality, the deficit in
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