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RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12 of rule I, the House
stands in recess until 3:30 p.m.

Accordingly (at 2 o’clock and 39 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess
until 3:30 p.m.

AFTER RECESS

O 1533

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. TALENT) at 3'o’clock and
30 minutes p.m.

NATIONAL DEFENSE AUTHORIZA-
TION ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR 1996

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 164 and rule
XXII1, the Chair declares the House in
the Committee of the Whole House on
the State of the Union for the consider-
ation of the bill, H.R. 1530.

IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE

Accordingly, the House resolved it-
self into the Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union for the
consideration of the bill (H.R. 1530) to
authorize appropriations for fiscal year
1996 for military activities of the De-
partment of Defense, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for fiscal year
1996, and for other purposes with Mr.
EMERSON in the Chair.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The CHAIRMAN. Pursuant to the
rule, the bill is considered as having
been read the first time.

Under the rule, the gentleman from
South Carolina [Mr. SPENCE] and the
gentleman from California [Mr. DEL-
Lums] will each be recognized for 1
hour.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from South Carolina [Mr. SPENCE].

Mr. SPENCE. Mr. Chairman, pursu-
ant to section 5(c) of House Resolution
164, | request that during the consider-
ation of H.R. 1530, amendments number
1 and 2 printed in subpart B of part 1 of
House Report 104-136 be considered be-
fore amendment number 1 printed in
subpart A of part 1 of that report.

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman’s re-
quest is noted.

Mr. SPENCE. Mr. Speaker, | yield
myself such time as | may consume.

(Mr. SPENCE asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. SPENCE. Mr. Chairman, | rise in
support of H.R. 1530, the National De-
fense Authorization Act for fiscal year
1996.

This bill is the first since the end of
the cold war to truly look to the future
while not ignoring the present. Much
has changed since the fall of the Berlin
Wall and the collapse of Soviet com-
munism, but much remains the same.

First and foremost, the United States
is still a superpower with global, politi-
cal, economic, and moral interests. Yet
none of these can be protected, nor pro-
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moted, without a strong military. We
still live in a violent world: from eth-
nic conflicts to regional wars, the Unit-
ed States has faced and will face a host
of challenges to its national interests.

Nor have all the changes we have
seen in the post-cold-war world been
benign. The crumbling of communism
has rekindled rivalries and hatreds fro-
zen in place for decades. In Asia, Afri-
ca, Europe, and even here in the Ameri-
cas, armed force remains the ultimate
arbiter of political disputes.

The Clinton administration has re-
sponded to this growing chaos with an
ambitious but ill-defined strategy of
engagement and enlargement. The
President has resolved to be able to
fight and win two nearly simultaneous
major regional wars in the decisive
fashion Americans demand. Moreover,
this administration has taken on an in-
creased number of commitments in the
form of a wide range of U.N.-led peace
operations.

While asking more of our soldiers,
sailors, airmen, and marines, the ad-
ministration is simultaneously giving
them fewer tools to work with: fewer
troops, fewer new weapons, fewer train-
ing opportunities. What was once a
cautious and disciplined reduction in
American forces has plunged into a
decade of defense decline—a decline
that has created a dangerous $250 bil-
lion gap between strategy and re-
sources. The administration can nei-
ther honor its present strategic com-
mitments nor prepare for future chal-
lenges.

For the first time in a decade, the de-
fense authorization bill says—STOP.
Stop the slide in defense spending. Stop
the dissipation of our military power
on futile missions. Stop the postponing
of proper training. Stop the decline of
our defense industrial base. Stop the
erosion of servicemembers’ quality of
life. Stop frittering away defense re-
sources on nondefense research. Stop
the shell game that is mortgaging
long-term modernization needs in order
to plug holes in underfunded near-term
readiness and quality of life accounts.

This bill also starts the process of re-
vitalizing America’s defenses. Be sure
that American soldiers are under
American command. Set a clear course
for stable and predictable defense
spending. Provide the men and women
who wear an American uniform with
adequate training. Preserve the tech-
nological edge that is a force multi-
plier and saves lives. Guarantee a de-
cent standard of living for them and
their families. Protect our troops
abroad and Americans here at home
from the threat of ballistic missiles.

This bill’s efforts to bridge the grow-
ing inconsistencies between strategy
and resource, and therefore begin a
meaningful revitalization of our de-
fenses, rests on four pillars:

First, it improves the quality of serv-
ice life by raising pay, enhancing hous-
ing benefits, increasing construction of
family housing and prohibiting deeper
cuts in manpower levels.
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Second, It preserves near and far-
term military readiness by more
robustly funding core readiness ac-
counts and by creating a mechanism
for funding the growing number of
unbudgeted contingency operations
from non-readiness accounts.

Third, it dramatically increases
weapons modernization funding in re-
sponse to the administration’s having
mortgaged these programs to address
near-term shortfalls. Modernization
will help to ensure cutting edge tech-
nology on the battlefield in the future,
as well as a viable industrial base to
provide this technology.

Fourth, it begins to aggressively re-
form the bloated and unresponsive Pen-
tagon bureaucracy by reducing a grow-
ing civilian Secretariat as well as the
acquisition work force, streamlining
the procurement process, and eliminat-
ing nondefense research and encourag-
ing privatization initiatives. This last
pillar, in particular, is essential for
generating longterm savings needed to
maintain American military might
over time as well as creating a more
agile Defense Department able to re-
spond in a timely manner to new chal-
lenges. Our men and women in uni-
form, and certainly the taxpayers, de-
serve no less.

These four pillars are central to a
sound defense program, one that can
begin to bridge the gap between strat-
egy and resources. This bill protects
the peace we have won in the cold war
and prepares us to prevail quickly and
decisively in the future. | urge my col-
leagues to support H.R. 1530. It is a bi-
partisan bill on an important set of bi-
partisan issues.

Mr. Chairman, | reserve the balance
of my time.

Mr. DELLUMS. Mr. Chairman, I
yield myself such time as | may
consume.

(Mr. DELLUMS asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. DELLUMS. Mr. Chairman, | rise
in opposition to the recommendation of
the Committee on National Security
on the bill before the body at this time,
H.R. 1530, as amended.

Mr. Chairman, the overall level of ex-
penditures contained within the bill is
too high, even though within the budg-
et resolution limits. The bill’s spending
returns us to cold war priorities, and
numerous provisions promote extreme
agendas on major social issues.

Deliberation on the bill has been so
frustrated that the committee’s well-
developed and well-earned legacy of bi-
partisanship has tattered because of
the unwillingness sincerely to solicit
administration and alternative views.

H.R. 1530 contains numerous and
sweeping provisions that have been de-
veloped without, Mr. Chairman, and |
underscore for emphasis without, the
benefit of full consultation with the ad-
ministration and others, and have not
been illuminated properly even by the
subcommittee’s and full committee’s
hearing process. These include initia-
tives and personnel matters, weapons
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procurement, research and develop-
ment, foreign policy initiatives, and
acquisition reform.

The committee, Mr. Chairman, would
embark upon an extraordinary costly
program to purchase new B-2 bombers,
even after all of the testimony the
committee received by the Department
of Defense and the services concluded
that additional B-2’s were not needed,
and that their purchase would crowd
out other higher priority programs.

Yes, we will later today debate more
fully this issue, but the inclusion of
funding for additional B-2’s is suffi-
cient reason alone to reject this com-
mittee report.

Parenthetically, Mr. Chairman, this
bill contains $553 million to begin long-
lead items for two additional B-2
bombers that ultimately results in an
effort to build 20 additional B-2 bomb-
ers. At a time when we just came
through a budget process that will visit
pain and human misery by virtue of
the draconian cuts in that budget upon
the children of this country, mothers
in this country, senior citizens in this
country, veterans, and farmers, and
others in America, this bill calls for be-
ginning to go down the road toward the
expenditure of $31.5 billion to build 20
planes, $19.7 billion to build them and
to equip them, $11.8 billion to operate
and maintain them throughout the life
cycle of that plane. At a time when we
are in community meetings saying we
must visit pain upon all of America in
order to balance the budget, $31.5 bil-
lion, the Secretary of Defense said no,
we do not want them, we do not need
them. The chair of the Joint Chiefs of
Staff and the vice-chair know we do
not want them, know we do not need
them.

O 1545

An independent study by the Insti-
tute for Defense Analysis: ‘““No, we
don’t need them, we don’t want them,
we can’t afford them, and there are
cost-effective alternatives.”” An inde-
pendent role and missions study said,
“No, we don’t want them, no, we don’t
need them.”

But this bill, we start down the road
toward a $31.5 billion expenditure to
the American taxpayer. Mr. Chairman,
the bill places more resources towards
weapons acquisition, despite clear tes-
timony by Secretary Perry that the
Department has a procurement strat-
egy that will secure the timely mod-
ernization of the weapons inventory
and guarantee future readiness.

Rushing to replace weapons that are
fairly young both wastes taxpayers’
dollars and could, indeed, spark a new
arms race.

The majority made several assur-
ances that it was not their intention to
now develop theater missile defense
nor national missile defense systems
that would not comply with the ABM
Treaty nor to cause a breakout from
the treaty through the Missile Defense
Act rewrite. Yet in spite of those asser-
tions, Mr. Chairman, all attempts to
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have the committee bill conform to the
ABM Treaty or to limit development
activities that would violate the treaty
were successfully resisted by the ma-
jority.

I would submit to you, Mr. Chair-
man, that anytime we proceed to move
beyond significant treaties, we ought
to do so thoughtfully and cautiously
and carefully. And if my colleagues are
saying they do not wish at this time to
violate the ABM Treaty, why not a
simple inclusion of propositions that
maintain the integrity of the ABM
Treaty? That was not done. | leave that
for your consideration and to draw
whatever conclusions you choose to
draw.

Mr. Chairman, part of the bill payers
for the acquisition surge were vitally
important environmental cleanup pro-
grams that the Departments of Energy
and Defense are required by law or by
litigation to complete and for which it
is our obligation to provide them the
funding. None of the amendments that
would restore these funds were made in
order.

Mr. Chairman, at a time when bases
are closing throughout America, at a
time when there is need to clean up
those bases that we dirtied, in order to
allow communities to take that land
and property and go forward with com-
munity and commercial higher and
better use, we are saying we are cut-
ting environmental programs designed
to clean up those facilities, rendering
some communities in this country im-
potent in their capacity to take that
land and build schools and playgrounds
and develop commercial activities
throughout America in order to allow
us to move beyond the politics of the
cold war. In order to develop a vibrant
economy that speaks to the post-cold
war, we cut funds. That logic of that
defies understanding, and it escapes
this gentleman.

Part came from dual-use programs
that are being used to position the in-
dustrial base to be able to support fully
the emerging defense industrial chal-
lenges of the century to come. Such
shortsightedness, Mr. Chairman, in
cutting these funds in order to pay in
part for lower-priority cold war-era
weapons should be rejected by the
House.

We must begin to embrace the con-
cept of conversion. How do we move
from a cold war military-reliant econ-
omy to a post-cold war economy? |
would suggest to you, Mr. Chairman, it
means embracing the principles of con-
version. How do you move from build-
ing B-2 bombers to building efficient,
effective mass transit systems? How do
you move from building weapons of
mass destruction that rain terror and
pain and human misery on people to
enhancing the quality of human life?
That is our challenge. That requires
the highest and the best in our intel-
lectual and political capability and un-
derstanding.

The dual-use technology program
was one of those specific efforts to
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move toward conversion, to go from
swords to plowshares in very specific
terms. Yet we challenge these pro-
grams. The logic of that defies under-
standing.

Further, not all of the programs with
the bill are money spending programs,
Mr. Chairman: abortion, HIV status, EI
Salvador medals to people when we
told people we in America were not
waging war in El Salvador. Suddenly
now we want to give medals. We are
saying we really were involved in the
war in El Salvador? That is in this bill.

Other contentious items were placed
in the bill without benefit of commit-
tee inquiry. Mr. Chairman, | know I
have my politics. We all have different
politics. That is the nature of the polit-
ical system is to engage each others’
different perspectives and different
points of view, derive a consensus and
move forward, but because we are legis-
lators, we have designed a specific leg-
islative process that allows us to en-
gage these issues substantively at the
subcommittee and full committee level
prior to consideration on the floor of
Congress.

Many of these issues were never dealt
with significantly at the subcommittee
or full committee level. The process is
flawed.

The committee squeezed $171 million
from the Nunn-Lugar nuclear weapons
dismantlement program to finance
projects and weapons systems of less
effective value to the Nation’s secu-
rity, despite Secretary Perry’s state-
ment that this program was one of his
highest priorities.

Mr. Chairman, this program is de-
signed to dismantle nuclear weapons
developed by the former Soviet Union.
We were spending, in the decade of the
1980’s, in excess of $300 billion per
annum in order to prepare to poten-
tially wage war, even the insanity of
nuclear war, with the Soviet Union.

Now, for a measly few dollars in a
multibillion-dollar budget, we cut $160
million that would dismantle these
weapons.

What could be more in the interests
of the children of this country than to
dismantle nuclear weapons from the
former Soviet Union? The economics of
that defies logic, but we take this
money to purchase more weapons.

And | will argue in the context of the
B-2 that is not about national security.
It is about where the weapons are
built, where the weapons take off and
where they land. It is about parochial-
ism. It is not about national security.
It is about billions and billions of tax-
payers’ dollars going in the wrong
place when we are denying our children
better educations or people in this
country better health care and other
things. We are purchasing weapons sys-
tems that we do not need, that speak
to yesterday, not to tomorrow.

Mr. Chairman, the bill directly and
adversely affects our long-term na-
tional security interests by erecting
impediments to participate effectively
in U.N. peacekeeping. Clearly, this is a
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case in which the American people are
way ahead of the committee in com-
prehending the enduring moral value,
financial benefit and the advantage
generated by having the United States
participate fully in peacekeeping ef-
forts in order to control the outbreak
of war and violence. What better con-
tribution to the world than, as the
major, last-standing supervisor, that
we participate with the family of na-
tions in peacekeeping, stopping the
slaughter and the violence, ending our
capacity to wage war? But, no, we
render ourselves impotent in this bill.
We impede ourselves in this bill, not
through logic and rational thought,
but because of political expediency and
lack of careful thinking, we deny our
capacity to engage in peacekeeping.
That is the wave of the future. That is
America’s role in the future, not con-
ducting war and savagery on other
human beings, but because of our ra-
tionality and our sanity, learning how
to keep the peace in the world. That is
a profound role that we have to play.
This bill does not get us there.

Mr. Chairman, section 3133 would
fund a multipurpose reactor tritium
production program that will breach
the fire wall between civilian nuclear
power and defense nuclear weapons
programs with major implications for
U.S. nonproliferation efforts and would
prematurely anticipate the Secretary
of Energy’s decisionmaking process to
identify the best source of tritium pro-
duction.

Let me now try to explain briefly the
implications of that. This is a multi-
purpose tritium reactor. We have em-
braced a principle in the context of our
international relations that says that
we would not cross the line where com-
mercial use of development of nuclear-
capable material could be used for
military purposes. That is an impor-
tant principle in our international un-
derstandings with people. That is why
we wreaked havoc on North Korea, on
Iran and on lIrag.

Mr. Chairman, query: How can we
maintain the integrity of the moral
high ground with these countries when
we question their development of com-
mercial-use reactors that could also be
used to develop nuclear weapons capa-
bility materials?

If we cross the line, why not the rest
of the world? We lose the moral high
ground.

Second, this is the mother, this is the
mother of all earmarks. This reactor is
going to one place to one contractor,
when last year on this floor we took
the principled position that earmark-
ing compromised the credibility and
the integrity of the deliberative proc-
ess. Yet in this bill, we have an ear-
mark. It flies in the face of what we are
ostensibly about here, and we need to
reject this, and we should have a sig-
nificant, and hopefully will have, a se-
rious debate on this matter.

Mr. Chairman, in the past 2 years the
defense authorization bills have put
the United States on a path toward be-
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yond cold war thinking and began to
move us toward a post-cold-war na-
tional security strategy. When the Ber-
lin Wall came down, the Soviet Union
dissipated and the Warsaw Pact van-
ished, it ended the cold war. And | have
said on more than one occasion that
with the ending of the cold war it ush-
ered in a new era, the post-cold-war
era, that requires us to take off old la-
bels of who is left wing and right wing,
take off old labels of who is the
peacenik and who is the hawk, take off
old labels and move beyond old para-
digms to challenge ourselves, to think
brilliantly and competently about how
we move toward the 21st century in the
context of the post-cold-war; great
challenges, but also great opportuni-
ties. This is a moment in a period of
transition.

And the great tragic reality is the
American people are looking to Wash-
ington and saying, ‘“We don’t know
what to do in the context of the post-
cold-war. What should we do?” And
many politicians, because they do not
like to get too far out in front of public
opinion, because you can lose your job
doing that, are turning around saying,
“Don’t ask me. What do you think we
ought to do?”’ So the American people
are asking the political leaders what
should they do. The political leaders
are asking the American people what
to do. In the meantime we are blowing
this incredible opportunity to take the
world boldly in a different place with
the United States as a major super-
power out in front in a courageous way.

No, we are walking backward toward
the cold war. We want to build B-2
bombers that were cold war weapons.
We want to go back to a national mis-
sile defense in cold war era times. We
want to buy weapons systems that
have nothing to do with moving for-
ward. We want to retard our capacity
on peacekeeping initiatives and other
things that would move us rationally
and logically into the 21st century. We
are going backward, and this bill un-
derscores that.

This bill reverses the course. It buys
more weapons whose design, function,
and purposes were rooted in cold war
strategy and doctrine. It pushes away
from an aggressive arms control strat-
egy and potentially back toward global
brinksmanship.

The last couple of weeks we talked
about not saddling the children with a
budget deficit. Why saddle the children
with the danger of brinksmanship?
Why saddle the children with the dan-
ger of weapons systems we do not need?
Why challenge the children of this
country with cold war strategies that
make no sense?

If we are going to be consistent about
embracing the future and caring about
our children, then all of our policies,
not just the rhetoric of the budget res-
olution, but the reality of the military
budget and our strategy on national se-
curity, should speak eloquently and
powerfully to that.
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It seeks to impede effective efforts by
the Department of Defense to ready it-
self for the challenges of the current
time and the next generation, all in the
name of keeping it ready for the types
of challenges which arose in the past.

This bill represents not just a lost
opportunity to adjust the changes of
our time, but carries with it the tone
and substance that has been the basis
of so many destabilizing arms and ideo-
logical competitions of the past.

My final comment, | leave you with
this, Mr. Chairman, | believe that this
new era has ushered in for us an incred-
ible new opportunity, this generation
as represented by those of us on this
floor. We have been given an enormous
gift. We have been given the gift of an
opportunity to radically alter the
world, to make it a safer and sane and
stable place for ourselves and our chil-
dren and our children’s children.

We can paint bold strokes across the
canvas of time, leaving our legacy to
the next generation of one of peace and
security, or we can tinker around at
the margins of change because of our
caution, because of our insecurity, be-
cause of our fear, and because of our in-
security and blow this moment.

O 1600

I hope that our grandchildren and our
great-grandchildren do not look back
at this moment and say, ‘“My God, that
generation had a chance to make the
world a better place, and they blew the
opportunity.” 1 believe this bill goes
down that tragic and sad road. | urge
defeat of the bill, and | reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. SPENCE. Mr. Chairman, | yield 3
minutes to the gentleman from Vir-
ginia [Mr. BATEMAN].

Mr. BATEMAN. Mr. Chairman, |
thank the chairman of the Committee
on National Security, the gentleman
from South Carolina [Mr. SPENCE] for
yielding this time to me.

Let me also, while I am on my feet,
commend him for the excellence of the
leadership that he has provided to the
Committee on National Security in
bringing H.R. 1530 to the floor and also
commend him, notwithstanding the
vast differences in the point of view
and perspective between my chairman
and the ranking member, the gen-
tleman from California [Mr. DELLUMS],
for his excellent cooperation and as-
sistance in seeing that the committee’s
business was fairly transacted.

Let me also speak my appreciation to
the ranking member of the Readiness
Subcommittee, the gentleman from
Virginia [Mr. Sisisky] for his unfailing
cooperation and assistance in seeing
that our portion of the bill was dealt
with, and dealt with very responsibly
and effectively.

H.R. 1530 fully funds the military
services’ operation and training ac-
counts and adds significant resources
to other important readiness activities,
including real property maintenance,
to address health, safety, and mission-
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critical deficiencies, depot mainte-
nance to reduce backlogs, and base op-
erations support to address shortfalls
in programs which sustain mission ca-
pability, quality of life, and work force
productivity.

Second, H.R. 1530 undertakes a num-
ber of initiatives to reengineer and re-
form defense business operations and
functions performed by the Depart-
ment of Defense, its agencies, and the
military services to create efficiencies
and maximize the value of our defense
dollars. These initiatives are in areas
such as inventory management, com-
puters, financial management, trans-
portation, audit, and inspector general
oversight and fuel management, and
include a number of pilot programs for
outsourcing functions not core to the
Department of Defense warfighting
mission.

Third, H.R. 1530 fixes a critical prob-
lem which contributed greatly to the
readiness shortfalls experienced in the
late fiscal year 1994. Specifically, the
bill takes action to protect the key
trading and readiness accounts from
having funds diverted to pay for
unbudgeted contingency operations. It
does so by establishing short-term fi-
nancing mechanisms to cover the ini-
tial costs of such operations requiring
the administration to submit timely
supplemental appropriation requests
and requiring the adminstration to
seek funds in advance for planned, but
unbudgeted, operations if they are ex-
pected to continue into the next fiscal
year.

Mr. Chairman, at the end of the day,
H.R. 1530 achieves the goals we all
share: providing the necessary re-
sources to ensure force readiness, im-
proving quality of life for our service
people, and instituting defense support
structure reforms to enable resources
to be made available for other short-
and long-term readiness needs.

I urge my colleagues to support the
bill.

Mr. DELLUMS. Mr. Chairman, |
yield 4 minutes to the distinguished
gentleman from Mississippi [Mr. MONT-
GOMERY].

(Mr. MONTGOMERY asked and was
given permission to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. MONTGOMERY. Mr. Chairman, |
want to thank the ranking member for
giving me this time, and, Mr. Chair-
man, | rise in strong support of H.R.
1530 and, given the tight budget situa-
tion we faced this year, the defense au-
thorization bill represents compromise.
While the legislation does not contain
all the provisions | would have liked, it
is balanced and a step in the right di-
rection to provide for the defense needs
of our country.

I am particularly pleased with the
emphasis on operation and mainte-
nance needs in order to improve readi-
ness of our forces.

Mr. Chairman, I am also pleased and
would like to note one provision. It is
a joint VA/DOD housing program. This
is in the bill. This is a needed program,
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will apply to enlisted personnel and of-
ficers 0-3 and below. They could apply
for a VA guaranteed loan to purchase
off-base housing with the Department
of Defense buying down the interest
payments for the first 3 years. This
program will help to relieve the prob-
lems we are having on our bases of
housing shortage.

I also want to point out that the bill
contains $770 million for procurement
of equipment for the National Guard
and Reserve and my colleagues know it
pleases me very much when the Guard
and Reserve are able to get the proper
equipment.

I am disappointed, though, Mr. Chair-
man, that the bill effectively Kills the
civil military programs conducted by
the Reserve components in so many
communities throughout the Nation.
This program has been really impor-
tant. It has a lot of merit to it, and it
looks like we are not going to be able
to use our National Guard and Reserve
units to help out individuals that need
help, and | am very worried about that,
and that was what was left out of the
bill.

Mrs. SCHROEDER. Mr. Chairman,
will the gentleman yield?
Mr. MONTGOMERY. | yield to the

gentlewomen from Colorado.

Mrs. SCHROEDER. Mr. Chairman, I
want to thank the gentleman from
Mississippi  [Mr. MONTGOMERY] for
speaking up so eloquently about that
because really being able to use the Na-
tional Guard and Reserve to go in and
serve communities, whether it is medi-
cally, whether it is helping our youth,
whether it is—I find it really shocking
that we are just severing that tie to
the communities and that service, and
| say to the gentleman, ‘““Thank you for
the leadership you gave. How sad it is
to see it all rolled back.”

Mr. MONTGOMERY. Mr. Chairman, |
thank the gentlewoman.

There are some wonderful programs,
and | think probably the people around
the country will speak up, and will be
able to someday get these funded. We
will not talk about the money. It was
peoples programs, helping underprivi-
leged, not in Central and South Amer-
ica, but right here in the United States
of America.

So, Mr. Chairman, | reemphasize my
support for this bill and urge its adop-
tion in the House.

Mr. SPENCE. Mr. Chairman, | yield 4
minutes to the gentleman from Califor-
nia [Mr. HUNTER], the chairman of our
Subcommittee on Military Procure-
ment of the Committee on National Se-
curity.

Mr. HUNTER. Mr. Chairman, | want
to start out by thanking our great
chairman of the Committee on Na-
tional Security for his wonderful lead-
ership through the hearings that we
held, the many briefings, discussions,
the inner workings from both sides of
the aisle, Democrats and Republicans
working to do what is best for Amer-
ica, and | want to compliment the gen-
tleman from California [Mr. DELLUMS],
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ranking member of the full committee,
for his hard work, and my counterpart,
the gentleman from Missouri [Mr.
SKELTON], who did so much to put to-
gether a good package that will give
national security to this country.

My colleagues, we lived through the
1980’s and rebuilt American defense be-
cause we believed in a policy of peace
through strength, and at times that
policy was very heavily criticized.
When the Russians were ringing our al-
lies in Europe with SS-20 missiles, and
many people here at home, particularly
members of the leadership, some lead-
ership in the Democrat Party, many
leaders in the media, urged that we ap-
pease the then-Soviet Union, urged
that we cut back on weapon systems,
urged that we terminate our ICBM sys-
tems and our bomber development,
thankfully, the leadership in the House
and many Members of Congress did not
go along with that policy. We believed
in a policy of peace through strength,
and we stood up to the Russians in Eu-
rope.

We put where we start moving for-
ward with our plan to put Pershings
and ground-launched cruise missiles in.
In Central America, where we moved to
deny the Soviets and their proxies a
foothold on our own continent, in Afri-
ca, in the deep water, with the rebuild-
ing of our American Navy, we chal-
lenged the growing Soviet fleet, and in-
terestingly, because we stood up to the
Russians, we brought about peace
through strength, and the Berlin Wall
came down, and then we had a conflict
in the Middle East. No Russians in-
volved, purely a conventional conflict,
and all of the systems that the Mem-
bers of this Congress and the Reagan
and Bush administrations had put into
the pipeline that were heavily criti-
cized by the media in this country, the
M-1 tank that ran out of gas too soon,
the Apache helicopter that needed too
many spare parts, the Patriot missile
system that took too long to develop;
all those systems, when deployed on
the sands of the Persian Gulf, proved to
be very excellent systems. They saved
American lives, they brought home the
great majority of those body bags that
we sent to the Middle East empty.

Well, we have moved to continue that
rebuilding of national security, and let
me tell you, Mr. Chairman, On our sub-
committee, at your direction, we have
rebuilt ammunition accounts, we have
rebuilt precision guided munitions ac-
counts. Those were those precision
guided systems where you do not drop
a hundred bombs on a target. You send
one in at a bridge or that particular
radar site and knock it out. We rebuilt
American sealift. We started to add
ships to our sealift accounts. We put in
extra fighters this year. Last year we
bought fewer fighter aircraft than
Switzerland, that great warmaking
power. We kept that industrial base
alive. We tried to keep our sealift
going. We put in basic things like
trucks so that the army can be mobile,
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so it can move its logistics corps to the
area of operation quickly.

So we have started, Mr. Chairman, in
the procurement subcommittee, mov-
ing ahead with the resumption of that
policy that has not failed this country
of peace through strength, and let me
just say to my colleague, the gen-
tleman from California [Mr. DELLUMS],
the ranking member of the full Com-
mittee on National Security, it is true
that there is a State earmarking of
this reactor that will build tritium. On
the other hand, my observation is not
too many States have been asking for
the reactor and, as a matter of politics,
probably would not. But | think it is
clear that the Clinton administration
itself has said that continued tritium
production is an important thing, and
it is important that we move forward
with the way to do that, and | person-
ally think that the reactor is the way
to go, not the accelerator that has been
proposed by the administration.

So, my colleagues, | think we put
forth a good package for the United
States to resume this policy of peace
through strength, and | would urge all
members to support it.

Mr. DELLUMS. Mr. Chairman, |
yield 2 minutes to the distinguished
gentleman from Texas [Mr. ORTIZ].

Mr. ORTIZ. Mr. Chairman, | rise in
support of H.R. 1530, our national de-
fense authorization for fiscal year 1996.

| am pleased to join my colleagues in
supporting what | believe to be a com-
prehensive and forward thinking bill to
address the defense concerns of the
United States into the next century.

I would like to commend the gen-
tleman from Colorado [Mr. HEFLEY] for
his work at the subcommittee level,
and both Chairman SPENCE and the full
committee ranking minority member,
RoN DEeLLums, for working to forge a
bipartisan bill.

Military construction is significantly
important to our Nation’s ability to
have a ready and capable force.

Mission support, quality of life
projects, living spaces, work places, in-
frastructure revitalization, and envi-
ronmental compliance are key factors
in ensuring that our forces are able to
meet the many challenges facing our
military today.

I have long been interested in reform-
ing the way the armed services provide
housing for our men and women in uni-
form.

Three years ago, there was some con-
cern about the future needs of military
housing for our servicemen in south
Texas—and the community responded
by proposing a Naval Housing Invest-
ment Board that would combine
servicemember and civilian housing
through a public-private investment
board.

The bill before us contains a major
new initiative to form public/private
partnerships in an effort to improve
military housing.

The program provides a series of new
authorities to encourage the invest-
ment of private capital to assist in the
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development of military family hous-
ing.

Since we began our efforts to com-
bine our limited Federal resources with
private investment in last year’s DOD
bill through the Navy Housing Invest-
ment Board—the program concept
proved so successful that it is being ex-
tended to the other service branches
with the wholehearted endorsement of
Secretary of Defense William Perry.

Mr. Chairman, | encourage my col-
leagues to vote for this bill. It is a good
bill, and specifically it addresses the
housing needs for men in uniform.

O 1615

Mr. SPENCE. Mr. Chairman, | yield 5
minutes to the gentleman from Penn-
sylvania [Mr. WELDON], the chairman
of the Subcommittee on Military Re-
search and Development of the Com-
mittee on National Security.

(Mr. WELDON of Pennsylvania asked
and was given permission to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. WELDON of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Chairman, first of all, | rise to applaud
our chairman, who has done an out-
standing job in leading us through this
first bill that we have had the chance
to put together, and also acknowledge
the cooperation and support of our
ranking member, who as always, is gra-
cious and cooperative, even if we may
disagree on some substantive issues.

I think this is a good bill, Mr. Chair-
man. This is a good bill that passed out
of our full committee with a vote of 48
to 3, meaning only three members of
the full Committee on National Secu-
rity saw fit to oppose this legislation
being reported to the House floor.

This bill, for the first time in the last
9 years that | have been here, reverses
the hemorrhaging that has been occur-
ring within our national defense and
national security. We all heard the
rhetoric of 5 years ago about the peace
dividend. Well, | can tell you where the
peace dividend is. It is in my UAW
workers who are now looking for fast
food jobs in Delaware County and
Southeastern Pennsylvania because
they have been laid off by Boeing Cor-
poration, by Martin Marietta, by Lock-
heed. Norm Augustine, the new CEO of
the new Martin Lockheed was in my of-
fice 2 weeks ago and said his company
has laid off 107,000 people in the last 3
years alone, and the layoffs continue.
That is what we have got even with our
peace dividend.

Where has been the defense conver-
sion? There is no defense conversion,
Mr. Chairman. But we stop that with
this bill, and we do not do it as a jobs
program. In fact, | will talk about how
we have stopped that process as well,
the pork barreling in the bill. We do it
because we support what is important
based upon the national threat.

We started off this year’s process
with a net threat briefing where we
looked at the hot spots of the world
and came back to deal with our leader-
ship in the Pentagon about where our
priorities should be. Then in our sub-
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committees we marked up our funding
levels in line with what the Joint
Chiefs told us were their priorities.

We also, Mr. Chairman, and I am
very proud of this in the R&D area, we
removed the tremendous amount of
earmarking that has occurred in pre-
vious bills. There was one estimate
that in last year’s defense bill there
was $4.7 billion of unauthorized appro-
priations, some of those having noth-
ing to do with defense, many of them
stuck in by the appropriators, some of
them put in by the authorizers, but
many of which were not requested by
the military and had nothing to do
with our national security.

In the R&D portion of this bill this
year, we have no earmarks. We have no
direct programs put into that portion
of the bill for individual Member re-
quests. We in fact keep the bill clean.

We do fund our priorities, Mr. Chair-
man. We do take a look in the R&D
area at where we should be putting our
priorities in terms of dollars. We fully
fund missile defense.

Now, how do we determine where the
priorities should be? Unlike the pre-
vious 2 years, Mr. Chairman, when we
had no hearings on ballistic missile de-
fense, we in this year held three full
hearings for members of the full com-
mittee, the subcommittees of Procure-
ment and Research and Development,
on where we are with ballistic missile
defense.

We had a hearing on the threat, both
a closed briefing for the Members and
an open briefing, a full day of hearings
on what is the threat out there. We
heard the horror stories of 77 nations
today having cruise missiles that could
be used against us. We heard the horror
stories of 20 countries who today are
building cruise missiles and the threat
that poses to us. We had a hearing on
what we have gotten for our money.

What have we been able to produce
with the billions of dollars we spent on
missile defense over the past decade?
We had a show and tell where General
O’Neill brought in the technologies we
developed with our missile defense
funding. Finally, we had General
O’Neill himself present to us what his
vision of missile defense for this coun-
try would be like.

Mr. Chairman, when we get to the
missile defense section, every dollar
that we put in this bill is in line with
what General O’Neill said we should be
spending on missile defense. In fact, it
is less. General O’Neill told us we could
add on up to $1.2 billion in the missile
defense accounts for theater missile,
national missile, cruise missile and
Brilliant Eyes.

We could not give him that full
amount, but we gave him about $800
million. We have plussed up those areas
where General O’Neill, acting as Presi-
dent Clinton’s representative, told us
we should put our dollars in terms of
protecting our people from the threat
of a missile coming into our mainland
or hurting our troops when they are
being deployed overseas.
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This is a good bill as it relates to
missile defense. Yet you will hear later
on our colleagues attempt to say we
are trying to undermine the ABM Trea-
ty. Nothing could be further from the
truth. But | will say this, Mr. Chair-
man: We are silent on the treaty. It is
a treaty that we will abide by. But
there are some who want to distort this
bill and politicize it to have it be sup-
portive of additional use of the ABM
treaty, and we think that is a mistake,
and we are going to oppose it when
that amendment comes to the floor.

This is a good bill, and | encourage
our colleagues to support it with a
large vote, and give our chairman the
endorsement of an excellent job in
leading us on the security of this coun-
try.

Mr. DELLUMS. Mr.
yield myself 3 minutes.

Mr. SPENCE. Mr. Chairman, | yield 1
minute to the gentleman from Califor-
nia [Mr. DELLUMS].

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman
from California [Mr. DELLUMS] is rec-
ognized for 4 minutes.

Mr. DELLUMS. Mr. Chairman, |
would like to respond to one of the
comments that my distinguished col-
league from Pennsylvania made, be-
cause he raised a very significant
point, and that is the issue of job loss
in the context of downsizing.

I find it interesting that when you
talk with the corporate CEO’s about a
great percentage of this downsizing in
the quiet, they will agree that a great
part of their job loss had nothing to do
with the downsizing of the military
budget, but the fact that during the
years of the eighties, they developed
such huge overheads, they got fat and
sassy, they were no longer competitive,
particularly in the international arena,
so they had to cut back, they had to
start getting streamlined, they had to
become competitive. So a portion of
those jobs were as a result of that.

But | think the gentleman raises an
important point. When we are
downsizing, there is economic disloca-
tion. And my response to that is that
the long-term answer, the near-term
answer to that, is an aggressive eco-
nomic conversion strategy, not buying
weapons that are expensive and unnec-
essary. That is not the real answer to
that.

Mr. WELDON of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Chairman, will the gentleman yield?

Mr. DELLUMS. | yield to the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania.

Mr. WELDON of Pennsylvania. | ap-
preciate my friend and colleague yield-
ing. | appreciate the willingness to en-
gage in a dialog. What | would say is 2
years ago as we saw the defense num-
bers being projected by President Clin-
ton, we went to the Office of Tech-
nology Assessment and the Congres-
sional Budget Office. Each of them did
studies that said if we implement the
budget numbers proposed by President
Clinton, we would see 1.5 million men
and women lose their jobs in the de-
fense industry.

Chairman, |
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That is exactly what is happening,
and that is happening directly because
of the most massive cuts in the acqui-
sition accounts that we have seen since
before World War Il. So it has had a di-

rect impact on real jobs all across
America.
Mr. DELLUMS. Mr. Chairman, re-

claiming my time, in downsizing the
military budget, economic dislocation
is indeed going to be a reality. The
point that | am simply suggesting is
that we are bright enough and com-
petent enough to engage in a policy
discussion that leads us toward the
policies of economic conversion.

The tragedy is that many of my col-
leagues, because we do not have a na-
tional jobs bill in this country, because
we have not embraced economic, mone-
tary, and budgetary policies designed
to expand employment, we look at the
military budget as a jobs bill.

The last time | was chair of the com-
mittee, last year, my colleagues sent in
requests to my office to add $10 billion
to the military budget. Now, you do
not have to be too bright to understand
what that was about. | understand. It
was about jobs. People do not like to
see people unemployed. Neither do I.
But the tragedy is that we are begin-
ning to use the military budget on a
more expansive basis as a jobs bill,
when it should be a bill that addresses
the national security needs of this
country, and we need to have a much
broader strategy to handle the disloca-
tion, and | think that is economic con-
version.

Mr. WELDON of Pennsylvania. If the
gentleman will yield further, I would
just say | agree with the gentleman.
That is why in this bill, in the R&D ac-
counts, we keep the dual use funding
levels at the same level they were in
previous years, for exactly that reason.
We keep the dual use of funding level
at exactly the level that they were
funded at over the previous 2 years. So
we support that notion, when it has de-
fense as a top priority.

Mr. DELLUMS. Mr. Chairman, |
yield 4 minutes to the distinguished
gentlewoman from Colorado [Mrs.
SCHROEDER].

Mrs. SCHROEDER. Mr. Chairman, |
thank the gentleman for yielding.

Mr. Chairman, I must say as a moth-
er of yuppies, | rise in strong disagree-
ment with this bill, because my chil-
dren would call this bill retro. ““Retro”’
is a negative word in the yuppie sense,
and part of the reason is while we just
heard about they are saying that there
were $4 billion last year that they
thought was fat, in this bill this debate
is really nothing but kabuki theater.
After we passed that rule, this has
nothing to do with reality from here
on.

There is $9.5 billion more in this bill
than the Pentagon said they needed to
fight two full-time wars, and | think
the Pentagon’s judgment has been con-
firmed pretty well this last week with
how well they performed. it is $9.5 bil-
lion more than the commander-in-chief
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wanted, and $9.5 billion more than the
Senate wanted. In fact, when we were
debating the rule and tried to get this
opened up so we could offer some of
these amendments, we were told we
could not, because it might distort the
negotiations with the Senate on the
budget, the overall budget negotiations
going on.

So really we are just standing here
throwing words back and forth at each
other, and it really does not mean a
thing, because three-fourths of the cut-
ting amendments have been denied.
They have been denied. Again, as ev-
erybody here is saying this is a better
bill than before, oh, really? You
thought $4 billion was a lot of fat last
year, try $9.5 billion in this year’s that
we cannot get to.

Furthermore, there is a real threat |
think to the ABM Treaty. If there was
not, why not say there is not? How can
you say there is no threat, but we will
not accept an amendment saying we do
not plan to change it?

If you really think the women who
put their lives on the line should be
considered second class citizens, which
I do not, then you will love this bill.
This is great. If you think we should
have a line item and direct where we
are going to go with tritium produc-
tion, without anybody having a debate
or really deciding these things, then
you will love this.

You are going to hear a lot of debate
about industrial base. Well, let me tell
you, this is, again, a retro industrial
base that we are supporting in this bill.
The gentleman from California and |
worked very hard with many Members
trying to find a competitive way to
take this expensive research and devel-
opment that the taxpayer had invested
in and apply it to the future, apply it
to other things we needed, to upgrade
our industrial base and have new prod-
ucts we can sell to the world, in such
areas as law enforcement, medical
technology, all those types of things,
because that is clearly where it is
going.

Instead, what do we have in there?
We are going to have a big move to
bring back the B-2 bomber. Even Sec-
retary Cheney did not think we needed
this thing. He signed off on 20 of these.
You can buy these for about $1.1 bil-
lion. That is a lot of school lunches.
That is a lot of student loans. During
the cold war, if Secretary Cheney was
convinced 20 of these was enough, I
would think that that would be enough
for us today in the post-cold-war era.

So what | am trying to say is things
like this are being kept alive in the
name of keeping the industrial base up.
Well, let me tell you we have a dog-
gone good aviation industrial base.
Just look at the Boeing 777. We are just
doing this to keep some defense con-
tractors who put out big political dona-
tions, | think, alive. And we have got
all sorts of other things in here we can-
not even offer an amendment to. This
one at least we get to offer the amend-
ment to. | guess they figured they have
got it wired in so they cannot lose this
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one, and the other ones, | guess people
are afraid they should be losing.

But | think Mr. Chairman, this is a
very sad day, and | hope Members will
join me in voting no on this retro bill.

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will ad-
vise that the gentleman from South
Carolina [Mr. SPENCE] has 42%2 minutes
remaining, and the gentleman from
California [Mr. DeELLUMS] has 29 min-
utes remaining.

Mr. SPENCE. Mr. Chairman, | yield
3% minutes to the gentleman from Col-
orado [Mr. HEFLEY], the chairman of
our Subcommittee on Military Instal-
lations and Facilities.

O 1630

Mr. HEFLEY. Mr. Chairman, | rise in
support of H.R. 1530, the National De-
fense Authorization Act for fiscal year
1996. 1 would like to say, this is my
first time to be a cochairman of this
committee or any committee in Con-
gress for that matter. And it was an ex-
perience, and | could not have asked
for a more cooperative or helpful rank-
ing member than the gentleman from
Texas, SOLOMON ORTIZ, who | thought
did a super job.

This was truly, at least our part of it
and | think most of the bill, was truly
a nonpartisan or bipartisan product. As
chairman of the Subcommittee on
Military Installations and Facilities, |
can assure the House that this bill
squarely addresses one of the most se-
rious problems confronting the Depart-
ment of Defense and the people who
serve in our Nation’s military services.

That problem is the quality and
availability of adequate troop housing
and military family housing. There is
no question that there is a crisis in
military housing. Over 600,000 single
enlisted personnel are assigned to on-
base troop housing facilities. The aver-
age age of barracks and dormitories is
over 40 years. One-fourth of these fa-
cilities is considered substandard. At
current levels of funding, improving
on-base housing for single enlisted per-
sonnel cannot be accomplished, de-
pending on the military service, for
years or, in some cases, for decades.
The situation in family housing is not
much better. Approximately 218,000 or
two-thirds of the homes in the housing
inventory of the Department of De-
fense are classified as inadequate.

One-quarter of the homes in the DOD
inventory are over 40 years old and
two-thirds are over 30 years old. This
aging military family stock has ex-
tremely high maintenance and repair
needs. If nothing changes, fixing the
military family housing problem will
take over 30 years.

The present military housing situa-
tion is unacceptable and the Commit-
tee on National Security is determined
to put us on the path toward fixing the
problem. H.R. 1530 contains critically
important short-term and long-term
remedies to this problem.

Working with the military services,
we have identified a number of un-
funded and badly needed quality-of-life
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improvements in housing, child care,
health care facility that can be exe-
cuted next year.

We have funded solely those projects
where the need is the greatest and the
dollars can immediately be put to use.
Equally of importance, we coordinated
these recommendations thoroughly
with our colleagues on the Committee
on Appropriations so that we are sing-
ing from the same page of music. And
we have agreed, both of us, to a strong
quality of life package.

This bill funds over $630 million in
new construction improvements for
barracks and dormitories at 63 installa-
tions, including projects at 25 installa-
tions which the committee identified
as priority requirements for military
services which were unfunded in the de-
partment’s budget request.

The bill also provides approximately
$900 million in military family housing
construction and improvements. These
funds will provide quality housing for
about 9,400 military families, over 2,000
more than the Department’s request,
and will ensure that other badly needed
neighborhood improvements are under-
taken.

I want to stress again that this bill
funds only those projects which can be
executed in fiscal year 1996. This is not
a hollow program. But beyond the im-
portant quality of life improvements
we are recommending to the House, the
committee has also taken a longer
term view of the problem of fixing the
military construction problem. We are
providing for an opportunity for pri-
vate sector involvement in this and
have set up a structure that gives the
possibility for that to take place at
bases around the country. We are going
to develop pilot programs this year,
and | think this is the only way you
can get there from here in terms of ac-
tually solving this problem.

So in conclusion, let me say, |
strongly support this piece of legisla-
tion. | think not only in this particular

area that | have talked about but
throughout the bill, we make giant
strides.

Mr. SPENCE. Mr. Chairman, | yield 2
minutes to the gentleman from New
York [Mr. McHUGH], who is the chair-
man of our moral, welfare, and recre-
ation panel.

Mr. McHUGH. Mr. Chairman, let me
add my words of admiration and appre-
ciation to the full committee chair-
man, the gentleman from South Caro-
lina [Mr. SPENCE], and really all the
members of the Committee on National
Security, including, or course, the
ranking minority member, the gen-
tleman from California [Mr. DELLUMS],
who have worked hard to make this, |
think, a very credible and a very well-
balanced piece of legislation.

We have heard today, Mr. Chairman,
and we will continue to hear how dif-
ficult and how different these times
are. | think this legislation reflects
those realities in a very direct and a
very palpable way. Indeed, while these
times are different, they are at least as
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dangerous, if not more dangerous than
any circumstances that we as a nation
have encountered across this globe in
perhaps the last half century or more.

There, too, this legislation 1is, |
think, a very able attempt to try to
react to those very dangerous cir-
cumstances.

In that regard, those of us, myself in-
cluded, who had the opportunity and
the honor to serve on the committee
special oversight panel on moral, wel-
fare and recreation have worked to in-
clude in this legislation a number of
measures that will provide for an ac-
ceptable quality of life for men and
women in uniform.

We all know, Mr. Chairman, that
under any circumstances, these pro-
grams are so vitally important. But as
our military men and women are being
asked to deploy more and more, and
not just by a Republican president, not
just by a Democrat president, but by
chiefs of the military from both sides
of the aisle, to places like Haiti and
Somalia, providing comfort in northern
and southern lIrag and the skies of
Bosnia, we have to maintain programs
and let our men and women know that,
as they leave, their families are being
adequately taken care of, being pro-
vided for. This program and this legis-
lation fully funds those kinds of pro-
grams, fully funds them, | might add,
at a level that President Clinton re-
quested.

This is a well-balanced, well-reasoned
piece of legislation that, Mr. Chair-
man, | respectfully urge all my col-
leagues on both sides of the aisle to de-
fend and to support.

Mr. SPENCE. Mr. Chairman, | yield 3
minutes to the gentleman from New
Jersey [Mr. SAXTON], a very valuable
member of our committee.

Mr. SAXTON. Mr. Chairman, | thank
the gentleman for yielding time to me.

Once again, we stand on this floor
and debate the merits of a defense au-
thorization bill. But unlike previous
debates, consideration of the 1996 De-
fense Authorization Act is different.
Before us is legislation which stops the
backsliding of previous defense bills
and takes a critical first step toward
matching resources with the ever-
growing number of military commit-
ments.

This bill doesn’t solve all the prob-
lems which plague our Armed Forces.
Ten years of declining defense budgets
cannot be overturned in a single de-
fense budget. Yet this bill makes sig-
nificant, concrete improvements.
Among the many initiatives, this bill:

Adds a third Aegis destroyer—a ship
which was stricken from the Navy’s
original budget proposal but identified
by the Navy’s top admiral as his high-
est priority.

Takes a more prudent and robust ap-
proach to missile defense by adding
$763 million for ballistic missile de-
fense program and directing the Sec-
retary of Defense to develop and deploy
theater and national defenses ‘“‘at the
earliest practical date;”
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Fully funds the purchase of eight C-
17’s, a mission-essential platform
which every top Pentagon official has
testified as a gotta have program.

In addition this bill sends a message
to our military personnel and their
families that we understand the hard-
ships they endure. We show our appre-
ciation by fully funding a 2.4 percent
pay raise and by adding $425 million for
the construction and improvements to
military family housing and troop
housing.

Finally, this bill provides money to
keep the B-2 industrial base in tact,
giving us the option of procuring addi-
tional stealth bombers should we de-
cide to do so. To those of my colleagues
who think that the B-2 is too expen-
sive, | simply point out that waging a
war which a fleet of B-2 bombers could
have deterred is far more costly both in
terms of lives and money.

Is this a perfect bill? No, but it does
what the administration has failed to
do in three previous defense proposals.
It honestly identifies our defense needs
and takes appropriate action to address
them.

My colleagues, last fall as part of our
Contract With America we made a
commitment to the American public
that we would strengthen our military
forces. In February, we passed H.R. 7
which demonstrated our commitment
and our resolve. This bill continues
that process by putting real deeds be-
hind those words and promises.

| urge Members to support our troops
by supporting this bill.

I urge my colleagues to support the
bill and to avoid destructive amend-
ments.

Mr. SPENCE. Mr. Chairman, | yield 4
minutes to the gentleman from Ohio
[Mr. HokE] for the purposes of engaging
in a colloquy.

Mr. HOKE. Mr. Chairman, | rise for
the purpose of a colloguy with the gen-
tleman from South Carolina.

As you know, last week | submitted
to the Committee on Rules an amend-
ment that would require the President
to withdraw the United States from
the Anti-Ballistic Missile Treaty as
permitted under article XV of that
treaty.

| sponsored that amendment because
along with you, | believe that the ABM
treaty adopts a national strategy of in-
tentional defenselessness which is com-
pletely inconsistent and incompatible
with our obligation to provide for the
common defense of the people of the
United States.

Not only does the ABM treaty depend
on a misguided strategy of mutually
assured destruction, but the Govern-
ment of the United States has adopted
an unspoken policy of nondisclosure of
that strategy to the American people.

While this strategy of defenselessness
may possibly have been arguable in
1972 when we had only one ICBM-capa-
ble enemy, it is utterly without merit
today when many nations have gained
or are gaining access to ballistic mis-
sile technology as well as to the weap-
ons of mass destruction.
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All of which is to say that in my view
this policy is insane and will be viewed
in the long sweep of history as a par-
ticularly dumb idea which held sway
under peculiar circumstances for a
very brief period of time.

But what is truly unconscionable is
that the public has been kept out of
the loop. Defrauded of its right to
know and intentionally not told that
all of America and particularly her
largest cities are now the beta sites for
a massive experiment in foreign rela-
tions, that this experiment in foreign
and defense policy places the lives and
fortunes of a quarter of a billion Amer-
icans at risk without their knowledge
is unethical, immoral, and just plain
wrong.

After consulting with you and
Messrs. YOUNG, WELDON, and LIVING-
STON last week, | withdrew my amend-
ment as a result of your stated inten-
tion to hold hearings on the validity of
the ABM treaty and on a bill to repeal
that treaty which will be offered later
this week. | deeply appreciate that
offer on your part.

I view as a tremendous opportunity
to this, these hearings as a tremendous
opportunity to inform the American
people of the policy that we are under
now that leaves them defenseless.

I also want to note that the gen-
tleman form South Carolina [Mr.
SPRATT] has offered an amendment
that amounts to an endorsement of the
ABM treaty.

Could the chairman share with me
the view of the Committee on National
Security on the Spratt amendment?

Mr. SPENCE. Mr. Chairman, will the
gentleman yield?

Mr. HOKE. | yield to the gentleman
from South Carolina.

Mr. SPENCE. Mr. Chairman, let me
say to the distinguished gentleman
from Ohio that the committee over-
whelmingly rejected a nearly identical
amendment when it was offered during
the committee markup of H.R. 1530. It
was a bipartisan vote of 18 to 33. The
Spratt amendment places too much
credence in a treaty that was signed
over 20 years ago with a nation that no
longer exists and in strategic cir-
cumstances that no longer pertain.
Therefore, | strongly urge a no vote on
the Spratt amendment.

Let me also say to the gentleman
from Ohio that it is this gentleman’s
intention to hold hearings in the Com-
mittee on National Security later this
year on the viability of the ABM trea-
ty. Such a review of that treaty is
clearly warranted. | would certainly
welcome the gentleman’s active par-
ticipation.

Mr. HOKE. Mr. Chairman, | applaud
your commitment to hold those hear-
ings, and | look forward to working
with the gentleman and the commit-
tee. Let me also say to the gentleman
that | am confident that they will dem-
onstrate that the proper course for the
United States is to state its intention
to withdraw from this treaty.

Likewise, Mr. Chairman, | strongly
oppose the Spratt amendment that
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seeks to endorse this outmoded ABM
Treaty that prevents us from deploying
a highly effective defense for the Amer-
ican people. | urge my colleagues to
vote no on the Spratt amendment, and
I thank the gentleman for engaging in
this colloquy with me.

Mr. SPENCE. Mr. Chairman, | yield 1
minute to the gentleman from Texas
[Mr. THORNBERRY].

Mr. THORNBERRY. Mr. Chairman,
there are many issues in this bill, and
I want to make just two brief points.

No. 1, it is quite a well-balanced bill.
Defense spending has been cut every
year for the past decade, and there is a
lot of ground to make up for. But in
the areas of modernization, in getting
and keeping good people, in readiness
and in reforming the Pentagon, this
bill makes substantial progress. It does
not do as much as | would like in all
the areas, but it makes substantial
progress in each of them and deserves
my colleagues’ support.

The other issue is dealing with get-
ting and keeping good people. For me
that includes how we treat our veter-
ans and military retirees. More and
more in the future, | believe, that will
be determined on, or one of the key
parts of that will be health care.

O 1645

This bill, again, does not solve all the
problems with regard to access to
health care for military retirees, but
the report it requires, as well as some
of the other studies, will move us to-
ward solving that problem. The bottom
line is the Government must keep its
word to those people who have served
their country.

Mr. Chairman, the first function of
this Government is to provide for the
defense of its citizens. This bill de-
serves the support of my colleagues.

Mr. SPENCE. Mr. Chairman, | yield 2
minutes to the gentleman from Ten-
nessee [Mr. HILLEARY].

Mr. HILLEARY. Mr. Chairman, | rise
in support of H.R. 1530, the DOD au-
thorization bill. The time has come to
halt the significant reductions that
have taken place in defense spending
and to add some measure of stability to
the defense budget. Our civilian and
military defense leaders have to be
able to effectively train our military
personnel and maintain our force
structure at a high state of readiness
for all foreseeable threats to our Na-
tion. | believe H.R. 1530 will do that in
an efficient and effective way.

The power granted to us by the Con-
stitution to raise and support the
armed forces is indeed one of the most
important rolls we exercise in the Con-
gress. Mistakes and misjudgments on
this bill can translate not only into
dollars wasted or dollars saved, but
into lives lost or lives saved; into mili-
tary defeats or military victories.

George Washington, in his first an-
nual address to Congress, stated that,
“To be prepared for war is one of the
most effectual means of preserving
peace.” That is what this bill is all
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about: being prepared for war, so we
can preserve the peace.

One of the favorite refrains from the
liberals, no matter what the question,
is to cut defense a little bit more. Over
the past 10 years defense budgets, in
real terms, have steadily declined. The
Department of Defense will spend near-
ly 35 percent less this year than it did
in 1985. As a percentage of GDP, de-
fense spending is at a 45 year low.

This year, with this bill, the massive
decline in military spending will stop.
And with this bill, we will stop the po-
tentially disastrous decline of our mili-
tary readiness.

| strongly urge my colleagues to sup-
port H.R. 1530—a peace preservation
bill—and with it support the present
and future security of our great Na-
tion.

Mr. SPENCE. Mr. Chairman, | am
pleased to yield 2 minutes to the gen-
tleman from Kansas [Mr. TIAHRT], a
member of our committee.

(Mr. TIAHRT asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. TIAHRT. Mr. Chairman, | rise in
strong support of the National Defense
Authorization Act, which seeks to keep
our military strong and our troops
ready. In particular, | would like to
state my strong support for the B-2
bomber. | can still feel the pride that
swelled up inside me on a windy day in
Kansas just a month ago when Senator
Bob Dole and | were on hand to chris-
ten to new B-2, called the Spirit of
Kansas. That was a great moment of
personal satisfaction for me.

Over 10 years ago | worked on the B-
2 in Wichita. Although | worked on a
great many aircraft, | can think of no
aircraft which makes me more proud of
Kansas ingenuity and the technical ex-
pertise of the American people. When |
think about the B-2, | think about
America’s long nightmare during
World War Il. Unfortunately, 60 years
ago Congress did not do its job in pre-
paring this Nation for the possibility of
war. We did not have the latest tech-
nology at our disposal. We were not
ready. We wanted peace, but we did not
have strength. In doing so, we uninten-
tionally encouraged evil men to take
advantage of our weakness. Let us re-
solve to never let this happen again.

When we ask a young American to
guard our liberty, through service to
the military, they make a self-sacrific-
ing commitment to each and every one
of us. In return, we should keep our
commitment to them by providing
them with the latest technology which
will ensure their safety.

| strongly oppose the Kasich-Dellums
amendment, which would shut down
the B-2 program. That could cost us
billions to start up the production line.
The B-2’s long range makes it less de-
pendent on the overseas bases.

On the initial days of Desert Storm,
a chart that | have here shows that the
B-2’s could have done the same job, 32
B-2’s could have done the same job of
1,263 aircraft, putting fewer people in
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harm’s way. It is a highly leverageable
aircraft.

As a new Member of Congress, | urge
my colleagues to come to the floor and
vote to keep America’s military strong
and this Nation safe. We need to adopt
funding for the B-2. We should support
the bill reported out by the Committee
on National Security and reject the
amendment.

Mr. DELLUMS. Mr.
yield myself 1 minute.

Mr. Chairman, | would just like to re-
spond to my distinguished colleague,
the previous speaker who took the well
eloquently, and point out to the gen-
tleman that it was not the Dellums-Ka-
sich amendment that stopped the B-2,
as a student of history knows; it was
George Bush, former President of the
United States, that stopped the B-2
program at 20. At that point the Sec-
retary of Defense was Secretary Che-
ney. While | agreed with that, | did not
think that we needed 20. | just wanted
to set the program record straight,
that it was President Bush who set the
level at 20.

Mr. Chairman, | yield 5 minutes to
my distinguished colleague, the gentle-
woman from California [Ms. HARMAN].

(Ms. HARMAN asked and was given
permission to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. HARMAN. Mr. Chairman, | just
returned from a moving memorial trib-
ute to our friend and former Armed
Services Committee chairman, Les
Aspin. 1 am not certain Les Aspin
would have approved everything in this
bill, but his thinking has helped shaped
this Democrat’s views in strong sup-
port.

Les Aspin knew that while the ten-
sions of the cold war have ended, it is
clear from recent reports in Bosnia, in
Central and East Africa, on the Korean
Peninsula, and Southeast Asia that the
need for well-equipped and well-pre-
pared armed forces has not lessened.
The bill before us will substantially
improve the Nation’s military and eco-
nomic security.

Admittedly, the Committee on Na-
tional Security has made difficult rec-
ommendations, balancing our military
force’s needs with budgetary con-
straints. Yet, the bill maintains impor-
tant defense systems, such as the F/A-
18 tactical fighter, space-based mili-
tary satellites, the C-17 strategic air-
lift plane, and the B-2 bomber.

In addition, it continues in modified
form a critical program that encour-
ages the utilization of commercial
technologies for defense applications,
while maintaining the industrial base
needed to meet future national secu-
rity requirements.

Among the provisions in the 1996 de-
fense bill important to our Nation’s de-
fense are the funds for long-lead pro-
curement items for two more B-2
bombers. The B-2, in my view, is criti-
cal to our future war-fighting abilities.
Its stealth capabilities, payload capac-
ity, and long range allow it to respond
to short-notice contingencies anywhere
in the world.

Chairman, |
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Most importantly, one B-2 bomber
can deliver a bomb payload equivalent
to what it took 75 bombers and support
aircraft to drop in Desert Storm. Thus,
fewer service men and women are
placed in harm’s way.

The bill also includes funds for addi-
tional F/A-18C/D’s, a fighter designed
for the Air Force needs of the 21st cen-
tury. And it also funds continued de-
velopment of the enhanced E/F version
which will meet the Navy’s future
needs.

The bill continues funding for the
space-based communications and ob-
servation satellites, including $693 mil-
lion for development of the MILSTAR
satellite system. MILSTAR 2 is sched-
uled for launch in August.

Several changes have been included
in the bill in dual use research tech-
nology partnerships by which the Pen-
tagon leverages commercial tech-
nology for defense use. | listened care-
fully to the colloquy earlier between
my colleague and esteemed former
chairman, the gentleman from Califor-
nia [Mr. DELLUMS], and the chairman
of the subcommittee on R&D, the gen-
tleman  from Pennsylvania [Mr.
WELDON], on this subject. They are
both right. The $1.235 billion provided
in the bill for these partnerships can
support a robust program, helped by
language | offered to strengthen DOD
flexibility to manage it.

Funds are authorized in the bill to
continue critical research and develop-
ment of ballistic missile defense sys-
tems being designed to protect against
missile attacks on U.S. troops and al-
lies in war theaters and, at the earliest
practical date, against potential at-
tacks on the continental U.S. These
are good investments.

Another provision establishes a de-
fense export loan guarantee program at
no cost to the taxpayer. The guarantee
will allow U.S. defense companies to
compete on an equal footing with for-
eign businesses that sell defense prod-
ucts to U.S. allies.

I want to underscore that the pro-
gram in no way promotes weapons pro-
liferation, as some will contend later
in this debate. The program does not
alter, nor would | support altering, the
stringent arms control export process
by which all weapons must be approved
prior to export.

With these points made, Mr. Chair-
man, let me say that | regret the com-
mittee has sought to reverse two Pen-
tagon policies which | believe the Con-
gress has no business micromanaging.
Inclusion of these issues is divisive and
a distraction from the important na-
tional security issues addressed by the
rest of the bill.

The first is the committee’s rec-
ommended ban on privately funded
abortions in military hospitals over-
seas. The second is a provision to re-
quire the immediate discharge of all
HIV-positive service members. Neither
provision was the subject of hearings
this year, and both are unnecessary de-
partures from current policy.
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The bill repeals current policy and
bans all privately-funded abortions per-
formed in military hospitals overseas.
Under current policy, no Federal Funds
are used and health care professionals
who do not want to perform abortions
are not required to do so.

This issue is a matter of fairness.
Servicewomen and military dependents
stationed overseas don’t expect special
treatment, only the right to receive
the same choices guaranteed to women
by Roe versus Wade. Prohibiting
women from using their own funds to
obtain abortion services at overseas
military facilities endangers their
health. Women will be forced to seek
illegal or unsafe procedures, or be
forced to delay the procedure until
they can return to the States.

With respect to the bill’s ban on HIV-
positive service members, in my view,
it is punitive and discriminatory. Cur-
rent policy prescribes that so long as
these individuals are deemed fit for
duty by the service in which they
serve, they may continue to serve. Nei-
ther the Department of Defense nor
any of the four services sees a reason
to change the policy that works. Nei-
ther do I, unless it is to discriminate
against a class of individuals who have
served their country honorably.

Mr. Chairman, | will work hard to
change these two provisions, but the
bill, in nearly all other respects, is
worthy of my colleagues’ strong sup-
port, and | urge a ‘‘yes’ vote on final
passage.

Mr. SPENCE. Mr. Chairman, | yield 2
minutes to the gentleman from Geor-
gia [Mr. CHAMBLISS], a new member of
our committee.

Mr. CHAMBLISS. Mr. Chairman,
amid the revolution of change brought
about by the collective voice of the
American people last November, today
we come together to consider the de-
fense authorization bill. One of the
very few absolute responsibilities of
the Federal Government, as outlined
by the Framers of our Constitution is
to fully provide for the defense of our
great Nation and this defense bill does
it for the first time in several years.

I would like to recognize the untiring
efforts of the distinguished chairman of
the National Security Committee to
put together a defense bill that ad-
dresses the critical needs of our Armed
Services. By realistically assessing
needs and deficiencies, this bill strikes
the necessary balance between readi-
ness, quality of life procurement, and
R&D. Concerns about a hollow military
will soon fade, and the people of this
Nation can once again feel secure that
their brave men and women in uniform
are the best trained, most modernly
equipped, and ready force in the world.

I would like to specifically commend
Chairman SPENCE, together with R&D
subcommittee Chairman WELDON, for
including in the bill a needed provision
that will begin the replacement of the
recently cancelled TSSAM program.
The bill contains $75 million dollars for
the Air Force and Navy to continue
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working together to develop a mission-
essential air to ground standoff weap-
on, to be known as JASSM.

Other programs of critical impor-
tance to our national defense include
full funding of the F-22 fighter program
that will carry our air superiority well
into the 21st century.

For airlift, full funding of the C-17
program will mean that when situa-
tions arise overseas, this country will
be capable of projecting its awesome
force to every corner of the world.

For these reasons, and for many
other good decisions represented in
this bill, 1 urge the Members’ support
of the defense bill. It is the right thing
for the Nation. Our priorities are once
again in place, and our military and
our country will be the better for it.

Mr. DELLUMS. Mr. Chairman, I
yield 3 minutes to my distinguished
colleague, the gentleman from Virginia
[Mr. PICKETT].

(Mr. PICKETT asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PICKETT. Mr. Chairman, the
provisions in the military personnel
title of H.R. 1530 are comprehensive
and far reaching. They reflect a con-
tinuing effort to meet our commit-
ments to our military members and to
enhance the quality of life for the men
and women, and their families, who so
faithfully serve our country. The bill
includes the full pay raise set forth by
law, as provided for in the President’s
budget, as well as a substantial—5.2
percent—increase in the basic allow-
ance for quarters which will signifi-
cantly reduce out-of-pocket housing
costs to service members. To help our
military members acquire adequate
housing in high-cost areas, the bill au-
thorizes the Secretary of Defense to es-
tablish a minimum variable housing al-
lowance—VHA—and includes a no loss
provision so that the VHA amount paid
to an individual in a given location will
not be diminished as long as the mem-
ber’s housing costs have not been re-
duced.

Additionally, there are a number of
provisions designed to improve the
military medical system and to ensure
that active duty and retired service
members and their families receive the
quality health care they deserve. Al-
though there has been a great deal of
interest in the issue of Medicare sub-
vention, the reimbursement by Medi-
care to the Department of Defense for
care provided to Medicare-eligible
beneficiaries, we were unable to in-
clude this provision in the bill. The pri-
mary reason for this is that it falls
outside the jurisdiction of the National
Security Committee, but another lim-
iting factor is that the Congressional
Budget Office scores it as having a sub-
stantial direct spending impact. How-
ever, the bill does direct the Depart-
ment to study alternatives to Medicare
subvention so that Medicare-eligible
military retirees and their dependents
wishing to receive their health care in
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military treatment facilities can more
readily be accommodated.

There are also provisions that deal
with the uniformed services treatment
facilities, or USTF’s. These provisions,
which | fully support, will move this
program in a direction where full con-
sideration will be given to integrating
the USTF’s into the tricare managed
care system. These efforts will provide
cost effective alternatives to assure
continued quality care for the military
beneficiaries who participate in the
USTF Program.

While | strongly support the major-
ity of the military personnel provi-
sions, there are some issues | am dis-
appointed to see included in this re-
port, such as eliminating the National
Guard Youth Opportunities Program,
mandating an Armed Forces Expedi-
tionary Medal for service in El Sal-
vador, and denying military women in
foreign countries access to military
treatment facilities, without cost to
the Government, for medical proce-
dures related to abortion. | intend to
support amendments offered which
seek to change these provisions.

On the whole, Mr. Chairman, the
military personnel titles of this bill
represent a fair and comprehensive ap-
proach to military personnel program
issues that should result in an im-
proved quality of life for our service
members. It is consistent with the de-
sire and commitment of the Members
of the House of Representatives to take
care of the men and women who serve
our country.

O 1700

Mr. STUMP. Mr. Chairman, | yield 2
minutes to the gentlewoman from
Florida [Mrs. FOWLER].

Mrs. FOWLER. Mr. Chairman, | rise
to strongly support H.R. 1530, the De-
fense authorization bill. This legisla-
tion is a major step forward in restor-
ing America’s strength and ability to
defend her vital interests.

Most importantly, this bill takes on
deficiencies in the President’s defense
plans by highlighting four major areas
for action: Quality of life issues; readi-
ness improvements; modernization; and
Pentagon reform.

The bill addresses challenges in these
areas through the thoughtful applica-
tion of some $9.4 billion in additional
budget authority above the President’s
request. This increase, which is con-
sistent with the House-passed budget
resolution, provides $267.3 billion in
B.A. and sets outlays at roughly $270
billion. It will give our defense estab-
lishment a respite from the severe bat-
tering it has taken over the last dec-
ade.

With the demise of the Warsaw Pact
and the U.S.S.R., it was appropriate to
draw down defense. But the level to
which this administration has
downsized has raised serious questions
about our ability to meet vital needs.
Under the administration’s bottom-up
review, defense spending as a percent-
age of GDP would decline to levels not
seen since the days of Pearl Harbor.
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The bill before us today would halt
this trend. It would provide an addi-
tional $4.4 billion for the procurement
of modern military equipment, in order
to update our capabilities and mini-
mize the risk to the U.S. personnel we
so often call upon to go in harm’s way.
As the recent case of Capt. Scott
O’Grady showed, we cannot afford to
scrimp when the lives of our military
personnel are at stake. Among other
things, this funding will go to purchase
additional ships, aircraft, missiles and
ordnance, as well as helping to meet
our strategic lift needs.

I am also pleased that the bill in-
creases spending for quality-of-life is-
sues, including the desperate shortage
of military family housing. At Naval
Station Mayport, in my district, there
are some 1,300 military families on the
waiting list for military housing. H.R.
1530 takes much-needed action to sup-
port military families like these.

Finally, the bill takes important
steps to avoid repetition of the prob-
lems we had last year when operations
and maintenance accounts were raided
to fund unbudgeted contingencies. And
it requires much-needed reforms at the
Pentagon—reforms that will reduce
personnel assigned to the Secretary of
Defense by 25 percent and require cuts
of some 30,000 acquisition personnel in
fiscal year 1996, streamlining the acqui-
sition process.

Mr. Chairman, this bill merits the
House’s strong support. | encourage its
passage.

Mr. DELLUMS. Mr.
yield myself 10 minutes.

Mr. Chairman, later this evening we
will address an important and signifi-
cant proposition. The bill as reported
to the floor contains a provision that
provides $553 million for long-lead
items to purchase two additional B-2
bombers. In addition to that, it breaks
the cap that was established in pre-
vious years, that set the cap at 20 B-2
bombers and the cost at $44.5 billion, |
believe.

I would like to take a few minutes to
talk about the implications of that,
and | walk my way into that discussion
this way:

At a time, Mr. Chairman, when, as |
said earlier, we are visiting tremendous
human misery upon millions of Amer-
ican people in this country, from chil-
dren to veterans and farmers to senior
citizens, because of the draconian cuts
that we anticipate in this year’s budget
and in the out years for the purposes of
reducing the deficit to ultimately bal-
ance the budget, the obvious question
is this: Why then are we embarking
upon a journey where the down pay-
ment is $553 million, on a journey the
taxpayers must go on to the tune of
$31.5 billion?

Question: Is it because the Pentagon
wants these additional 20 B-2’s? Be-
cause anyone that would argue that
this is simply to buy B-2’s is giving you
a very disingenuous argument. What
makes you more potent with 22 than
20? This is a down payment on 20 addi-
tional B-2’s.

Chairman, |
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A, is it because the Pentagon wants
it?

Answer: The Secretary of Defense
said, ‘““No, we don’t want it. No, we
don’t need it. Yes, there are alter-
natives.” The chair of the Joint Chiefs
of Staff and the vice chair of the Joint
Chiefs of Staff said, ‘“‘No, we don’t want
it. No, we don’t need it. Yes, there are
alternatives.”

An independent study carried out by
the Institute for Defense Analysis, a
very prestigious and sophisticated ana-
lytical capability, came to the conclu-
sion, ‘“No, we don’t need it. No, we
can’t afford it. Yes, there are alter-
natives.” The Roles and Mission Com-
mission established by legislative man-
date came to the exact same conclu-
sion.

Mr. Chairman, perhaps one could ra-
tionalize the inclusion of this money to
embrace 20 B-2’s if the Pentagon want-
ed it. The Pentagon does not want it,
they say they do not need it, and they
say there are alternatives.

Second question: Is it for the safety
of our personnel? We just experienced
an F-16 fighter plane being knocked
down, and some Member said if we had
had B-2’s, it would have made a dif-
ference.

Mr. Chairman, if anyone would take
the time to read the independent study
by the Institute for Defense Analysis,
they came to a very interesting and po-
tent conclusion: that if you increased
the precision-guided munitions, that is,
the smart bombs that people saw on C-
SPAN in the context of the Persian
Gulf, you know, the ones that go down
Broadway, turn left, and drop? Preci-
sion-guided munitions. The study said
if you increased the inventory of preci-
sion-guided munitions by 200 percent,
you would reduce the aircraft loss by 40
percent.

Interesting next point: If you spent
the money to buy B-2 bombers, the 20
B-2’s bombers, you would reduce the
aircraft loss by 8 percent. If it is about
safety, precision-guided munitions, 40
percent increase in bomber safety; 8
percent over here with B-2 bombers.

The study went further and said with
precision-guided munitions you get 3
things: more ammunition, more ord-
nance on the target, more accurately,
with less risk, because you are not fly-
ing a plane over anything. You are
standing back, with standoff capabil-
ity, firing in precision-guided muni-
tions.

Finally, they said it is more cost ef-
fective. Everybody is running around
here talking about balancing the budg-
et, reducing the deficit, saving money,
not endangering and mortgaging the
future of our children. Yet here is an
independent, cogent, coherent, relevant
study that says you get more bang for
the buck, less risk, and much more
cost-effective than building 20 addi-
tional B-2’s.

Mr. DICKS. Mr. Chairman, will the
gentleman yield?

Mr. DELLUMS. | will yield when |
make my comment. Then we will have
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this fight, my friend, and bring your
best, because it will be a nice fight.

The second point, Mr. Chairman, is,
is this for national security and strate-
gic value? Remember, colleagues, the
B-2 bomber was designed in the context
of the cold war. It had one mission: fly
one time over the Soviet Union and
drop nuclear weapons.

A, there is no more Soviet Union. B,
I hope that rational minds have moved
beyond the notion of the sanity, of the
reasoning behind a global strategic nu-
clear war. | hope that is behind us.

Why, then, build 20 more B-2 bombers
that were designed in a world that no
longer exists? So you refurbish it? But
it only flies one time and it goes out.

Several of my colleagues argue that
if we had more B-2’s, the world would
be a safer place. Let’s talk about that.
We have got already 20 B-2’s now. They
are only relevant for the first day or
two. They cannot fly around forever.
That is not their mission. That is not
their capability. You already have 20 of
them.

After the first couple of days, you do
not need these things. You have got F-
117’s, stealth fighters, that have the ca-
pacity to find and knock out air de-
fenses, radar. You have the Wild Wea-
sel that has the capacity to search out
and find air defenses, radar, knock
them out.

Where on this earth are you going to
need 20 more B-2's? The newspaper
with the contractor says, ‘“‘B-2’s, when
you don’t have 14 days.” Colleagues, it
will take you 14 years to build 20 more
B-2’s. This is bizarre in the extreme.

Third point. Is it about industrial
base? Some kind of way if we don’t
build 20 more B-2 ’s, our industrial base
will fall apart and we won’t have the
capacity to build bombers.

My point. The contractor that built
the B-2 did not build the B-1. The con-
tractor that built the B-1 did not build
the B-2. The contractor that built the
B-52 did not build the previous bomber.

My point is, no contractor has built
successive bombers. You have got an
aircraft capability out here in America
that would jump through that window
to get B-3.

You don’t have an industrial base
problem. Let’s confront wh