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that he has ignored the Ethics Com-
mittee.
f

b 1220

RESCISSION BILL VETO WILL
AFFECT DISASTER VICTIMS

(Mr. WHITFIELD asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. WHITFIELD. Mr. Speaker, Presi-
dent Clinton is threatening to veto the
Republican rescission bill. This rescis-
sion bill will actually pay for emer-
gency spending by cutting money out
of the current year’s budget. Respon-
sible, commonsense action like this
was seldom adopted when liberals con-
trolled Congress.

The rescission bill provides $6.7 bil-
lion in disaster assistance to victims in
40 States, including victims in Okla-
homa City, flood victims in Missouri
and Kentucky, and earthquake victims
in California. These victims need as-
sistance, but the President is trying to
stop the money by playing politics.

We know he is upset because we re-
duced funding for his AmeriCorps. But,
Mr. President, don’t veto this bill. It
provides relief money and it is paid for.
Be a compassionate President and
don’t make the victims of these disas-
ters wait any longer for help.
f

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
RIGGS). The Chair would remind Mem-
bers that they must address their re-
marks to the Chair and not address
their remarks to the President.
f

RECOGNIZING CHANDA RUBIN,
PROFESSIONAL TENNIS PLAYER
(Mr. FIELDS of Louisiana asked and

was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. FIELDS of Louisiana. Mr. Speak-
er, today I take special pride in rec-
ognizing a very outstanding constitu-
ent of mine. She is a 19-year-old profes-
sional tennis player from Lafayette,
LA. I speak of no other than Chanda
Rubin, daughter of Judge and Mrs. Ed-
ward D. Rubin.

I am proud to say that Chanda Rubin
just completed her best ever grand
slam performance at the French Open.
Although Chanda fell short to the de-
fending champion in the quarterfinals
yesterday, she proved to be a tough
fighter. Her courage has touched the
lives of many individuals, particularly
young people, across this Nation. I
commend Chanda for her hard work
and I wish her the best of luck in the
future.
f

BIPARTISAN COMMISSION ON
FUTURE OF MEDICARE

(Mr. STEARNS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1

minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. STEARNS. Mr. Speaker, just
prior to the Memorial Day recess, in
introduced legislation to establish a bi-
partisan Commission on the Future of
Medicare. The goal of the Commission
would be to find commonsense solu-
tions to reforming and strengthening
our Medicare system. It would be pat-
terned after the Pepper Commission
that was developed to preserve Social
Security. My colleagues, you should
have received a ‘‘Dear Colleague’’ let-
ter outlining this bill.

The Commission would submit to
Congress a report that would contain
its findings and recommendations re-
garding patterns of spending under the
Medicare Program, long-term solvency
of the Hospital Trust Fund, need to
eliminate waste, fraud, and abuse, and
administration of the current program.

I believe we can all work together in
a bipartisan manner. We can then pre-
serve, protect, and strengthen the Med-
icare system to ensure that our seniors
will have access to this program well
into the 21st century.
f

KILLING THE AMERICAN DREAM
OF HIGHER EDUCATION

(Mr. HILLIARD asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. HILLIARD. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to protest another one of the Re-
publican plans to kill the American
dream.

I am speaking of the budget that was
rammed through last week. This budg-
et gutted the Student Loan Program,
taking away the hopes and dreams of
young Americans who will not be able
to go to college. The budget plan is
bad. The Republicans have betrayed
the future of America by getting rid of
student loans in order to cut taxes for
their rich friends.

To finance this despicable tax cut for
the rich, they have sold out the young
people of America. There are some
great kids in Alabama and elsewhere in
this fantastic country who now will
never be able to reach their full poten-
tial. We have enticed them and lured
them to sleep with dreams of a bright
future, and the Republicans have
turned those dreams into nightmares.

Wake up, Alabama. Wake up, Amer-
ica.
f

SUPPORT THE AMERICAN
OVERSEAS INTERESTS ACT

(Mr. HEFLEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. HEFLEY. Mr. Speaker, when the
House resumes debate today on H.R.
1561, the American Overseas Interests
Act, our colleagues on the other side of
the aisle will remind us that President
Clinton doesn’t like this bill and has
said he will veto it.

Of course Bill Clinton doesn’t like
this bill. It kills three Federal agencies

and cuts spending by $3 billion in the
next 2 years. It is not his style to sup-
port such cuts.

But it also focuses on vital American
interests by supporting peace and sta-
bility in the Middle East. This bill is
about getting nuclear weapons out of
Russia and the other former Soviet
States—and locking in the gains of the
cold war by supporting nations that
want to join NATO.

It recognizes our enemies by cutting
off aid to countries that supply weap-
ons to terrorist states—that give aid to
Cuba—or that consistently vote
against us in the United Nations.

So what if Bill Clinton is threatening
to veto the American Overseas Inter-
ests Act? We should still support it. I
urge my colleagues to join me in vot-
ing yes on final passage.

f

MEDICARE CUTS

(Mr. UNDERWOOD asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. UNDERWOOD. Mr. Speaker,
under the guise of saving Medicare, the
majority would make funding cuts that
would have the effect of reducing bene-
fits to Medicare recipients—and these
funding cuts would be used to fund tax
cuts that would primarily benefit the
wealthy.

This fiscal trickery will not fool the
American people.

We often hear of class warfare. Well,
this majority has just given us
generational warfare with its policies
that make school children compete for
school lunch funding with seniors on
fixed incomes, whose Medicare funding
in turn must compete with tax cuts for
wealthy middle-aged citizens.

In this generational warfare the
weapons are not missile launches but
school lunches, and not stealth bomb-
ers but stealth tax cuts. And the great-
est irony is that the generation that
won World War II is now at risk with
generational warfare being waged by
this majority.

We can do better, and we can do it
without pitting the American people
against each other.

f

THE PRESIDENT DOESN’T GET IT

(Mr. WELDON of Florida asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. WELDON of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, isn’t it ironic that the first bill the
President lost increased spending by
$17 billion, and the first bill he is going
to veto cuts spending by almost $17 bil-
lion.

Where has the President been for the
past 2 years? The mandate from the
people in the last election was clear—
cut spending first. Gone are the days
where out-of-control spending habits
are the norm. This new Congress is
showing that Washington must act re-
sponsibly to balance the budget. And
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that means that any increase in spend-
ing in one area will equal a decrease in
another. It is simple accounting.

The rescission bill provides much-
needed disaster assistance to people in
Oklahoma City and to victims of earth-
quakes and floods in 40 States. Yet the
President has decided to play politics
with these disaster victims. By vetoing
the rescission bill, thousands of people
will have their suffering prolonged.

Mr. Speaker, the President just
doesn’t get it. The people want us to
act responsibily and we have.

f

THE REPUBLICANS’ BAD DEAL ON
STUDENT LOANS

(Mr. BENTSEN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BENTSEN. Mr. Speaker, the Re-
publican budget cuts student loans,
plain and simple. The Republicans say
they want to protect the children, they
want to provide incentives for invest-
ment, but they want to slam the door
on middle-class kids who want to go to
college.

The Republicans want to cut student
aid by $9.5 billion by the year 2002.
They will start by requiring students
to pay interest on their loans before
they have moved into their
dormrooms, before they have even at-
tended a class.

On average, a Texas student would
pay up to $5,000 more to attend a 4-year
college under the Republican plan.
That’s $5,000 most Texas families don’t
have to spend. Middle-class families
will struggle to pay this amount when
the cost of college is already rising
twice as fast as their incomes.

Students in my district and the en-
tire Houston area would especially be
hit hard by these cuts. Rice University,
one of the premier postsecondary insti-
tutions in this country, has 2,584 stu-
dents enrolled this year in its under-
graduate program. Of that number,
2,170 students receive financial aid—
that’s 82 percent of all undergraduates.
Of those students, 715 receive Stafford
loans totaling $4.7 million. It’s difficult
to imagine how these students will find
an extra $3.6 million to complete their
education.

The Republicans just don’t get it
when it comes to student loans. To
compete in a world economy, we must
encourage kids to get a higher edu-
cation, not discourage them. Higher
costs for higher education is a bad deal
for Texas’ students and an even worse
deal for America’s future.

f

A PLEA FOR SUPPORT OF AMER-
ICAN OVERSEAS INTERESTS ACT

(Mr. BALLENGER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. BALLENGER. Mr. Speaker, H.R.
1561—the American Overseas Interests
Act—is the first major step toward re-

shaping and reorganizing our foreign
policy operations since the cold war.

It begins by recognizing that—with
the end of the long, twilight struggle—
we no longer need the specialized agen-
cies that were created to help in the
fight against world communism.

Nor can we afford them, in a period
when we are facing deficits in the
range of $200 billion a year. H.R. 1561
begins the necessary task of reorder-
ing, by eliminating the Agency for
International Development, the U.S.
Information Agency, and the Arms
Control and Disarmament Agency—and
transferring their responsibilities to
the State Department.

Together with cuts in spending of $3
billion over 2 years—that is cuts below
current spending—we are on the way
toward modernizing and streamlining
the way we project American power
and influence around the world. I urge
my colleagues to join me in voting
‘‘yes’’ on final passage of the American
Overseas Interests Act.
f

MEDICARE AND SOCIAL SECURITY
USED TO BALANCE PROPOSED
GOP BUDGET
(Mr. STUPAK asked and was given

permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. STUPAK. Mr. Speaker, having
spent the last week in my district, it is
obvious to me and to the 130,000 seniors
in northern Michigan that the Repub-
lican budget proposals are wrong. In
their budget resolution, they want to
balance the budget on the backs of our
seniors, veterans, and college students.

The Republicans want to cut $282 bil-
lion from Medicare over the next sev-
eral years. They say they must cut $282
billion to save Medicare. Yet Medicare
fund trustee Stanford G. Ross has testi-
fied that Medicare needs $130 billion to
remain solvent. Not $282 billion. Why
the extra $152 billion? The Republicans
want that money to pay for the tax
breaks they are giving to large cor-
porations and the top 1 percent of the
wealthiest Americans, the millionaires
and the billionaires, while they slash
Medicare.

You know what else? The GOP plan
as passed by the other body says that
they will pass a balanced budget by
2002, but when you look at the bill,
they still have a $113 billion deficit.
You know where they are going to
make it up? By borrowing from the So-
cial Security trust fund.

Mr. Speaker, the Republicans have
broken their contract by using Medi-
care to balance the budget and by
using Social Security to balance the
budget.
f

RECONSIDER THE VETO
(Mr. HERGER asked and was given

permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. HERGER. Mr. Speaker, President
Clinton has threatened to veto the dis-

aster assistance package produced by
the Congress.

I urge the President to reconsider
that threat.

He should not sacrifice needed disas-
ter assistance on the altar of domestic
politics.

If the President vetoes this bill, he
stops aid to victims of the tragedy in
Oklahoma.

If the President vetoes this bill, he
jeopardizes the peace process in the
Middle East.

If he vetoes this bill, the President
stops funds from flowing to aid victims
of the natural disasters in California.

Mr. Speaker, if the President vetoes
this bill, he allows $9 billion in unnec-
essary and wasteful spending to be
spent.

Apparently, the President has issued
the veto threat because he wants to ap-
pear relevant to the legislative process.
But vetoing this crucially important
piece of legislation seems to me to be a
destructive way to prove relevance.

f

SUPPORT WORLD SUMMIT FOR
CHILDREN IMPLEMENTATION ACT

(Mrs. MEEK of Florida asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Mrs. MEEK of Florida. Mr. Speaker,
as we consider funding for U.S. foreign
aid programs, I hope that Congress will
remember the needs of children and
enact the World Summit for Children
Implementation Act.

We have all seen the pitiful photo-
graphs and the television videotape of
children in other countries who are the
helpless victims of poverty, ignorance,
and war—little children who enter life
with great hopes but few chances, and
who suffer terribly because they lack
the most basic of human needs—nour-
ishing food, safe water, basic vitamins,
immunization from disease, rudi-
mentary sanitation, and basic edu-
cation.

But we do not have to accept present
reality. Progress has been made.
Worldwide, child mortality rates have
been cut in half in the last three dec-
ades. Eighty percent of the world’s
children are immunized against dis-
ease, saving 3 million children annu-
ally.

We need to continue this progress,
and we can do it by implementing the
goals of the World Summit for Children
Implementation Act.

This is something we ought to do.

f

SUPPORT AMERICAN OVERSEAS
INTERESTS ACT

(Mr. KIM asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. KIM. Mr. Speaker, today we are
going to adopt H.R. 1561, the American
Overseas Interests Act. Everybody
knows that our foreign aid programs
are among the least accountable to our
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