tax bill should be disregarded. That different
effective date was chosen merely because the
minority leader was informed that the motion
to recommit would otherwise have been sub-
ject to a point of order. Had the Republicans
lived up to their promise to consider tax bills
under open procedures, the minority leader
would not have been forced to use that dif-
ferent effective date.

From the press, we already know the name
of at least one wealthy American, and heir to
the Starkist Tuna fortune, who renounced U.S.
citizenship after February 6 of this year and,
therefore, could benefit from a delay in the ef-
fective date of this legislation. We also know
that other powerful lobbyists are representing
families, such as the Getty family, in an at-
tempt to delay this provision. We must guaran-
tee that the efforts of these lobbyists will be
unsuccessful.

Mr. Speaker, | wish this legislation had been
enacted earlier. | believe the privileged few
who amass great fortunes under our laws and
then renounce their citizenship to avoid tax
here should be asked to pay their fair share.
Those who have sought to protect these few
extraordinarily wealthy individuals may have
won the early skirmishes in this battle for fair-
ness. But introduction of this bill is a signal
that we who care about fairness will not give
up until we win the war.

COMMEMORATING THE 80TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE ARMENIAN
GENOCIDE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Rhode Island [Mr. KEN-
NEDY] is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. KENNEDY of Rhode Island. Mr.
Speaker, today | rise to support the
commemoration of the 80th anniver-
sary of the Armenian genocide. For the
thousands of Rhode Islanders from my
district of Armenian descent who lost
family members in this genocide, today
is a particularly somber day.

But whether you are of Armenian de-
scent or not, this day would be even
more tragic if we did not remember.
There is a quote that | think is par-
ticularly important today, and it goes
as this:

First, they came for the socialists, and |
did not speak out because | was not a social-
ist. Then they came for the trade unionists,
and | did not speak out because | was not a
trade unionist. Then they came for the Jews,
and | did not speak out because | was not a
Jew. Then they came for me, and there was
no one left to speak for me.

This quote is telling, because it can
be said as much for the Armenian geno-
cide as the Jewish Holocaust. In fact, it
has not been lost on historians of this
century that the failure to recognize
the Armenian genocide for what it was
made it easier, not harder, for evil
minds like Hitler to believe that they
could do the same.

Today, we in Congress are solemnly
observing the tragedy of the Armenian
genocide not only to honor the memory
of those who died but, in doing so, to
ensure that such horrors will never
occur again.
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EXPRESSING SUPPORT FOR DR.
HENRY FOSTER, SURGEON GEN-
ERAL NOMINEE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Texas [Ms. JACKSON-LEE]
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. JACKSON-LEE. Mr. Speaker,
‘“‘unassuming, focused, compassionate,
a consensus builder, a fine physician.”
Mr. Speaker, these are the words that
people in Nashville—the people who
know him best—use to describe Dr.
Henry Foster, the nominee for U.S.
Surgeon General.

When President Clinton was consid-
ering nominees for this post, he said
that he was looking for someone who is
qualified as a top-flight medical profes-
sional, a strong leader, and an effective
communicator. Dr. Henry Foster is
such a person. Unfortunately, though,
a controversy has loomed surrounding
his confirmation. Along with many
other medical procedures, Dr. Foster
has administered abortions during his
30-year medical career in the field of
obstetrics and gynecology. For this,
some would deny him the opportunity
to serve as the ‘““Nation’s Doctor.”’

This debate will continue to be super-
ficial until we move beyond the
scratched surface. A Tuskegee, AL,
woman would tell her story to the
Charlotte Observer:

Jeannette Hight was 3% months pregnant
when she began bleeding in the middle of the
night. Frantic, she called her obstetrician at
home. With her doctor’s careful help, Hight
averted a miscarriage. That was more than
25 years ago. The Doctor was Henry Foster.
Hight wants the nation to know that the
man who saved the life of her only son is no
‘‘abortion doctor.” She remembers Foster as
a compassionate man committed to ushering
in new life. She says, “What I’'ve heard is a
one-sided story. | haven’t heard anything
about all the lives that came into this world
because of him. He is a man of great integ-
rity.”

Another Tuskegee woman told a dif-
ferent story of her memorable experi-
ence with Dr. Foster, printed in the
U.S. News & World Report:

Joyce Carter German was a college junior,
married and pregnant for a second time. She
wanted an abortion. Foster refused. “This is
not the right choice,” he told her. The baby
““is a blessing to you.”” German is now a med-
ical technician; her daughter is in graduate
school. She is glad Foster said no, and like
others, she is puzzled that his fate may hang
on how many abortions he has performed.

It is so terribly unfortunate that the
work Dr. Foster has done over the
years to prevent teenage pregnancy
through his “‘I Have a Future” Pro-
gram is being ignored by those who
would rather focus on the number of
abortions he has performed. In his own
words in a Washington Post Op-Ed
piece, Dr. Foster said, “It’s ironic that
my work fighting teenage pregnancy
has been overshadowed by my oppo-
nents’ talk about abortion. | do believe
in the right of a woman to choose. And
| also support the President’s belief
that abortion should be safe, legal, and
rare. But my life’s work has been dedi-
cated to making sure that young peo-
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ple don't have to face the choice of
having abortions.”

Let us not muddy the waters of this
confirmation process with partisan
bickering and selective research. | urge
my colleagues in the other Chamber
not to fall victim to the empty rhetoric
designed to deny Dr. Foster’s confirma-
tion as the U.S. Surgeon General.
Doing so would only serve to make the
Senate confirmation process less credi-
ble to an already suspicious public. 1
urge the Senate to review Dr. Foster’s
complete record. Learn who Dr. Foster
really is.

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers should be advised to avoid com-
ments regarding the confirmation
process in the Senate.

TRIBUTE TO ALL CIVIL SERVANTS
INVOLVED IN THE OKLAHOMA
CITY TRAGEDY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Maryland [Mr. HOYER] is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, | am
pleased to be here with my colleagues
to pay tribute to all of the civil serv-
ants involved in the Oklahoma City
tragedy.

| had an opportunity of speaking ear-
lier today as we passed the resolution
expressing our outrage and our deep
sympathy for that which happened in
Oklahoma City during the last 2 weeks.
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More than 550 Federal workers
worked in the Alfred P. Murrah Fed-
eral building in Oklahoma City which,
like Federal buildings across our Na-
tion, provided an array of services to
citizens in the region surrounding
Oklahoma City.

It has long been my view that Fed-
eral workers are one of our Nation’s
greatest assets.

As President Lyndon Johnson once
noted:

So very much of what we are as a Nation—
and what we are to achieve as a people—de-
pends upon the calibre and character of the
Federal career people. In no other endeavor
can you more directly serve our country’s
cause—or the values on which we stand—
than in the public service.

We lost many of these fine men and
women last month and | want to ex-
tend my heartfelt sympathies to all of
their families, friends, their coworkers,
their neighbors, and those they serve.

I had hoped to be speaking this week
in celebration of public service recogni-
tion week, that special week each year
when we recognize the enormous con-
tributions made by public employees
not just the Federal level, but at all
levels of Government.

On Thursday, Friday, and Saturday,
the mall will be filled with displays
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that show all that is right with our
government. Members, their staffs, and
the general public will have an oppor-
tunity to see demonstrations and dis-
plays from virtually every agency.

Typically, this is a happy week, one
in which we celebrate the many things
that are right with our civil service
which, regretfully, so many are so
quick to criticize.

This year, however, there is a heavy
cloud over the celebration. As we wan-
der through the exhibits our thoughts
will turn frequently to those we lost in
Oklahoma City:

Like Julie Welch, a 23-year-old grad-
uate of Marquette University in Mil-
waukee who was preparing to marry an
Air Force lieutenant. She helped Span-
ish-speaking clients at the Social Secu-
rity Administration’s Office.

Or like Rick Tomlin, a special agent
with the Department of Transpor-
tation, who had celebrated his silver
wedding anniversary in February. He
and his wife, Tina, have two sons.

Or Kenneth McCullough, an Army
veteran who worked for the Drug En-
forcement Agency. He won’t be with us
to see his son and daughter grow up.

Or Randolph Guzman, a 28-year-old
proud member of the U.S. Marines.

Mr. Speaker, these are just a few of
the fine people whose lives were sense-
lessly wiped out by the act of a de-
ranged, demented, evil person, or per-
haps persons. These are not nameless,
faceless bureaucrats, and, Mr. Speaker,
let me be very blunt. | get angry, angry
at those who denigrate our civil serv-
ants. Every time we need budget sav-
ings, we go after the civil servants.
Every time we need a scapegoat for the
failure of this body to address impor-
tant issues, we blame the civil service.
That is not fair.

Yes, there are nonperformers, just
like there are at corporations and fac-
tories across our country.

But, Mr. Speaker, the great majority
of these men and women are Americans
with a deep love for their Nation who
oftentimes have bypassed more lucra-
tive careers to serve their fellow citi-
zens.

So it is my hope that the politicians
and the reporters and the televisions
folks and all the other self-proclaimed
critics will revisit their attitude about
the civil service.

We will never forget this terrible
tragedy in Oklahoma. If any good can
come of this most disturbing situation,
I hope that it will be a new found re-
spect for public servants.

We owe it to those who perished in
the explosion, to those incredible FBI
and ATF agents whose expertise has
led to early successes in the investiga-
tion, and to every Federal, State, and
local official who has worked tirelessly
on the scene to aid their fellow Ameri-
cans.

Mr. Speaker, | think the Federal
Times said it well in their special issue
released this morning. In dedicating
the issue to those who gave their lives
in Oklahoma City, the editors note:
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Many survivors of the blast became heroes
as we learned of their extraordinary efforts
to rescue others.

Many of the dead and missing are heroes,
too, though we may never learn their stories.
They are heroes of everyday life: good par-
ents, co-workers you could count on, people
willing to go the extra mile.

Mr. Speaker, as we celebrate Public
Service Recognition Week, let us all
remember that our Nation is blessed
with heroes in the Federal office build-
ing not only in Oklahoma City but in
Federal buildings across this great
land, and, yes, | would urge my friends
and colleagues: ““Yes, you get angry at
the IRS; yes, you may get angry at law
enforcement offices, but do not allow
that anger to be directed at individ-
uals. Let it be directed at policy. Let
us be a civil society.”

Mr. MFUME. Mr. Speaker, | want to thank
Congressman HOYER for taking the time today
to call this special order to discuss Federal
employees. In light of the recent bombing in
Oklahoma City, | feel it is important that we
take the time to reassure the Federal employ-
ees in Oklahoma, as well as throughout this
Nation, that the vast majority of Americans
recognize their contribution to this Nation and
respect them for their efforts.

We are all shocked, as we should be, any
time innocent lives are taken. Yet the mag-
nitude of the devastation in Oklahoma City, as
well as the massive number of innocent lives
that were lost, has left many of us shaken to
the core.

The fact that the target of the bombing ap-
pears to be Federal employees makes this act
even more reprehensive and repulsive to me.
As many of my colleagues know, | represent
roughly 35,000 Federal employees, many of
whom are not just my constituents, but also
my neighbors and my friends.

It is my experience that Federal employees
deserve our gratitude, they deserve our admi-
ration, and they deserve our respect. They do
not deserve to be terrorized.

As most Americans know, Federal employ-
ees play an integral, albeit often invisible, role
in our daily lives. Federal employees make
sure that our senior citizens get their monthly
Social Security checks and that our veterans
get the care and treatment they need. Federal
employees are responsible for printing our
money and insuring it when we make deposits
at a bank. Federal employees protect our bor-
ders and make sure the food we eat is safe.
In short, Federal employees spend their days
and often their nights making sure that our
Government performs its duties.

Furthermore, the American civil servant is
perhaps the best Federal employee in the
world. All one needs to do is travel abroad to
see that American Federal employees are
second to none in terms of their devotion to
the job, their initiative, and their belief that
they are serving their communities as well as
their Nation.

In light of the Oklahoma City bombing, se-
curity at many Federal buildings across the
Nation has been tightened. While this may
prove to be a minor inconvenience to some
employees as well as other Americans who
may be visiting the buildings, it is worth it even
if it only provides peace of mind.

As | said earlier in my statement, Federal
employees often perform thankless tasks that
many of us take for granted. Despite their con-
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sistent performances, however, there are
some in Congress who have insisted on using
Federal employees as tools to try to balance
the budget.

In the past few years we have seen attacks
on Federal employees’ cost-of-living adjust-
ments, their thrift savings plans, and their re-
tirement age. Just recently the Republican
Members of the House led a successful attack
on the Federal employee pension system. As
| said at that time, and | will say it again, they
deserve better.

| am glad that we are taking the time today
to discuss this tragedy and to let the American
people know that the abhorrent behavior of a
few irrational people in Oklahoma City is re-
pulsive to us as well as our constituents.

To any Federal employees who may be lis-
tening to this special order, | hope that you will
listen to what we have been saying: the major-
ity of Americans appreciate what you do for
us, and we respect you.

The irony of the attack on Oklahoma City is
that according to the reports we have been re-
ceiving, the primary suspects refer to them-
selves as “American patriots.” This is offen-
sive, not only to the American public, but es-
pecially to the people who, since the bombing,
have proven themselves to be the true Amer-
ican patriots.

| submit to you that the true American patri-
ots are the men, women, and children who
gave their lives in Oklahoma City, as well as
their families whose loss we can only imagine;
they are those who ministered to the lucky few
who survived; and they are the people who
are still trying to dig through the rubble to find
any remaining victims.

It is a true American patriot who, in the last
2 weeks, has made it clear that this act of ter-
rorism is not acceptable and will not be toler-
ated.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, | ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days within
which to join in my comments on the
subject of my special order this
evening.

The SPEAKER pro tempore [Mr. EN-
SIGN]. Is there objection to the request
of the gentleman from Maryland?

There was no objection.

THE OKLAHOMA CITY DISASTER

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Maryland [Mr. WYNN] is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. WYNN. Mr. Speaker, | come this
evening to condemn the senseless and
cowardly bombing of the Federal build-
ing in Oklahoma City. | join with my
colleagues and all of us here in Amer-
ica in expressing our condolences and
sympathies to the families of the vic-
tims.

On occasions such as this words are
certainly inadequate to express both
our concern and their pain, so we can
only say that we feel the pain, we try
to share the pain, but in the final anal-
ysis they must bear the pain. And that
is very regretful.
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