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CLAY SHAwW owes the welfare mothers
of this country an apology. How dare
him single out welfare mothers and
refer to them in such negative terms.
There are responsible people in all seg-
ments of our society and there are irre-
sponsible people.

Some politicians are responsible and
some are irresponsible. Mr. CLAY SHAwW
falls in the category of the irrespon-
sible.

There are many solid responsible wel-
fare recipients who love and care for
their children, who attend church on
Sunday, who work part-time jobs, who
search for jobs, who attend schools in
an effort to better themselves.

Welfare mothers and fathers, it is
time to speak up. Call NEWT GINGRICH
at 202-225-0600 and tell him to help you
with a job.
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IN SUPPORT OF THE PERSONAL
RESPONSIBILITY ACT

(Mr. KNOLLENBERG asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. KNOLLENBERG. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to speak in support of the
Personal Responsibility Act.

This bill releases the welfare trap by
empowering recipients to take charge
of their lives and work their way off
welfare.

The current system provides little in-
centive for individuals to work. As a
result, only 20,000 individuals on AFDC
are working in paid jobs. By rewarding
recipients who remain idle and punish-
ing those who try to lift themselves
out of poverty, the current welfare sys-
tem is trapping families in a life of de-
pendency.

It is wrong to deprive individuals the
dignity of work. The Personal Respon-
sibility Act promotes work and re-
quires able-bodied adults to work in ex-
change for their benefits. By 1998, one
parent in at least 90 percent of two-par-
ent AFDC families will be required to
work. By the year 2000, 2 million single
AFDC parents will be working.

The Republican welfare bill embodies
the principles that make our Nation
strong and provides hope, opportunity,
and independence to those unfortunate
Americans trapped in the current sys-
tem.

Mr. Speaker, | urge my colleagues to
support this bill.

PROPOSALS IMPACT ALABAMA'’S
CHILDREN

(Mr. HILLIARD asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. HILLIARD. Mr. Speaker, the Re-
publican contract continues to cut and
slash our child welfare programs and
other essential-type programs which
have never been accused of fraud or
abuse.
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The Republican bill simply goes too
far. It eliminates many good, worth-
while programs which benefit pregnant
mothers, infants, children, and the el-
ders.

Yes, Mr. Speaker, the Republican
welfare bill is a crude and cruel bill
which is going to hurt many helpless
Americans.

Mr. Speaker, as most Democrats, |,
too, am in favor of a prudent, well-
thought-out welfare reform bill. When
it comes to cutting out welfare fraud
and fat, 1 was one of the very first
Members of this body to call for an in-
vestigation of the SSI welfare program
which is referred to in the press as
crazy checks or dummy checks.

But not since the Biblical days of
King Herod have our children been in
such grave danger. But unlike King
Herod, who went only after the male
child, the Republicans have targeted
all of America’s poor children.

Mr. Speaker, it is necessary for the
Democrats to save our future, to save
our children, to save America.

ENACT TERM LIMITS THIS YEAR

(Mr. NETHERCUTT asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. NETHERCUTT. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today in strong support for term
limitations which this body will take
up in the very near future.

Term limits will assure that new peo-
ple with new energy and new ideas will
come to serve in this body and serve
the American people. Term limits will
assure the intent that the Founding
Fathers had of having people from the
various districts come to this city and
this body and serve with distinction
the cause of good government and
make a contribution to politics and
good government, not to have a career
here.

Term limits will encourage more peo-
ple to serve in this body, to serve in
Congress and run for Congress. Term
limits will eliminate the automatic
election advantage that incumbents
have that perpetuates their existence.

Let us follow the example of Abra-
ham Lincoln and the example of many
States in this country which have
adopted term limits.

Abraham Lincoln served one term.
Let us follow his example and enact
term limits this year.

IMPACTS OF THE REPUBLICAN
WELFARE REFORM PROPOSAL

(Mr. CLYBURN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. CLYBURN. Mr. Speaker, | want
to change our welfare system, and I
was 2 years ahead of the curve in call-
ing for reform of the current system.

But, Mr. Speaker, welfare reform
should not mean help denied.

If this plan my Republican friends
propose passes, in South Carolina
400,000 schoolchildren will be denied a
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lunch; in South Carolina, 20 percent of
our children with disabilities will be
denied SSI; in South Carolina, 5,000 ad-
ditional children will receive less Fed-
eral child care assistance; in South
Carolina, the State stands to lose $522
million for programs to help children.

Mr. Speaker, if this program is ap-
proved, over 60,000 people will be denied
much-needed assistance.

FOOD STAMP BLOCK GRANTS

(Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute.)

Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, today an important amend-
ment will come before us, an amend-
ment that will block-grant food stamps
and complete the historic trans-
formation of the Democrat-created,
heinous, disastrous, and destructive
Federal welfare system.

We must pass this amendment to en-
sure that the Governors have all the
tools they need to create welfare solu-
tions for their States. Without this
amendment, our work here will be in-
complete.

Two out of three committees respon-
sible for change stood fast and fulfilled
their promise to the States, giving
them the flexibility they need, but un-
fortunately one committee did not.

Food stamp block grants will repair
that weak link and provide the States
with the means to completely break
down and bury a system whose time
has long since come and gone.

Our Governors want, need, and de-
serve nothing less than full welfare re-
form.

IN SUPPORT OF THE DEAL
SUBSTITUTE

(Mr. DOYLE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. DOYLE. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today in strong support of the Deal
substitute which approaches welfare
reform head on by moving people from
welfare to work. Under the Deal sub-
stitute, each individual must sign a
contract which requires them to begin
a job search immediately. Benefits
would be terminated for any individual
who refused to work or refused to ac-
cept a job. States would have greater
flexibility to develop and administer
welfare programs. By providing transi-
tional medical assistance, the Deal
substitute provides concrete incentives
needed to ensure that a welfare recipi-
ent is better off economically by tak-
ing a job than by remaining on welfare.
The Republican approach has no re-
quirement for work. Even worse, the
Republicans would slash the School
Lunch Program to fund tax cuts for
corporations and the wealthy. The Deal
substitute explicitly provides that all
savings would be applied to deficit re-
duction. Mr. Speaker, the American
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people—who are truly concerned with
improving the welfare system by en-
couraging work, not abandoning peo-
ple—are seeing through the charade. |
urge my colleagues to vote for genuine,
constructive reform by supporting the
Deal substitute.

WELFARE REFORM PACKAGE
REDUCES THE BUDGET DEFICIT

(Mr. NORWOOD asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. NORWOOD. Mr. Speaker, | would
like to talk for a moment about some
children in my district. I would like to
talk about the 20 students in Mary
Mills’ 5th grade class at Oconee County
Intermediate in Watkinsville, GA.
When | was sworn in, the share of the
national debt owed by Mary Mills’
class was $365,000. Since | have been
here, a total of 80 days, they have in-
curred another $2,500 of debt. Mr.
Speaker, everyday we are spending
away the future of those children. Our
welfare reform package does signifi-
cantly reduce the budget deficit. My
colleagues on the other side continue
to whine and wail that we are hurting
children. Some of my more irrespon-
sible colleagues continue to compare
our welfare reforms to Nazi Germany.
Mr. Speaker, someone has to speak up
for the children of the next generation.
I would ask my colleagues on the other
side one simple question, how will we
be able to do anything for our children
when we bankrupt this Nation? We can
do nothing worse than to keep our cur-
rent system.

WELFARE AND NUTRITION
REFORM

(Mrs. THURMAN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Mrs. THURMAN. Mr. Speaker, | want
to talk about the real stories, not just
the stories made up in people’s minds,
real people at home.

Here is a family, a husband, two
teenage boys, one 1l-year-old with cer-
ebral palsy; husband works near mini-
mum wage, Social Security for dis-
abled child, receives food stamps. Says
hardest time is last week of the month;
never skips meals, but makes do with
noodles and bouillon or grilled cheese
sandwiches. She always worries that
the kids are not getting enough protein
and fresh vegetables. She feeds the kids
first, then she eats, sometimes she does
not eat. Delays bills to pay for food,
had water shut off;, a local program
provided turkey and fixings last Christ-
mas, also blankets and other things.

She says it hurts to hear that pro-
grams might be cut. She knows that
some people sell their food stamps, and
that makes others look bad.

She wants people to know that poor
does not mean lazy. Her husband
works, and she works hard taking care
of her disabled son.
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Things were better about 6 years ago,
when her husband had a good job and
she was working, too. Then her mother
died, and they almost filed bankruptcy.

Kathleen says she never thought her
family would be poor, but is thankful
for the small things. “‘I always tell my
kids that we are not as bad off as some
people. They should feel fortunate to
have a roof over their heads.”

WELFARE PROGRAM

(Mrs. KELLY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mrs. KELLY. Mr. Speaker, the Amer-
ican people want us to get on with re-
pairing our Nation’s broken welfare
system. They know, as we do, that
what was intended to be a safety net
has become a tragic snare for genera-
tions of our fellow citizens.

Today, Republicans will reform regu-
lations on food stamps and commodity
distribution. These are safety net pro-
grams that touch the lives of poor peo-
ple every day.

Our food stamp proposals will target
benefits to those who truly need them.

Our proposals will remove the
humiliating piles of paperwork that
now plague the poor in these programs.
This means that resources now squan-
dered on bureaucratic red tape will in-
stead go to feed hungry Americans.

Mr. Speaker, our reforms reduce pa-
perwork and regulations that weigh
about this much to only about this
much.

Most importantly, Mr. Speaker, our
reforms will target our tax dollars
where the American people want
them—on the dinner tables of our Na-
tion’s needy children.

THE CHILD NUTRITION PROGRAM

(Mr. BARRETT of Wisconsin asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. BARRETT of Wisconsin. Mr.
Speaker, | went to Lloyd Street School
in my hometown of Milwaukee on Mon-
day. | had the opportunity to eat lunch
with children who depend on the
School Lunch Program.

Republicans howl at the suggestion
that their bill to eliminate this critical
program and block-grant child nutri-
tion programs is cruel. But their ac-
tions are cruel to the children at Lloyd
Street School and 13 million children
across America who rely on child nu-
trition programs each day for a bal-
anced meal.

Republicans argue their bill does not
cut child nutrition programs, but ac-
cording to the Congressional Budget
Office, this bill cuts nutrition pro-
grams by as much as $7 billion over the
next 5 years. You cannot claim that
you are spending more and spending $7
billion less at the same time.

Republicans also argue that their
program will cut bureaucrats and will
not hurt kids. They are dead wrong.
Any savings in costs would be retained
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to pay for tax cuts and not sent back to
help kids.

Mr. Speaker, today children in Amer-
ica are being asked to say no to many
things, but it is dead wrong for Con-
gress to ask them to say no to food.

SUPPORT THE TRUTH IN BUDGET-
ING ACT, RESTORE HIGHWAY
TRUST FUNDS

(Mr. COOLEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. COOLEY. Mr. Speaker, as Mem-
bers of the freshman class, we were
elected to restore accountability and
honesty to Congress. We have a unique
opportunity, indeed an obligation, to
fulfill our promise. In 1969, the Federal
Highway Trust Fund became part of
the unified Federal budget. Since that
time, taxes paid by users of the system
for the express purpose of improving
and upgrading our roads and bridges,
have been buried in the budget, mask-
ing the true size of the Federal deficit.

Prior to 1969, the Federal Highway
Trust Fund was an off-budget program.
The pay-as-you-go system allowed re-
pairs to be made as the money was col-
lected. Today, a surplus has amassed at
the expense of much needed improve-
ments.

H.R. 842, the Truth in Budgeting Act,
seeks to restore the Federal Highway
Trust Fund to its original off-budget
status. This will put an end to the
budget gimmick of hiding the deficit at
the expense of motorists. | urge you to
join me and nearly 140 cosponsors in
supporting H.R. 842, a bill that answers
the people’s call to improve America’s
infrastructure, and to make Govern-
ment fiscally responsible.

A promise is a promise, and it is time
for us to live up to ours.

SUPPORT URGED FOR THE DEAL
SUBSTITUTE

(Ms. WOOLSEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, as the
only former mother in this Congress
that was ever on welfare with children,
I rise today to urge my colleagues on
both sides of the aisle to support Deal
substitute that we will be voting on
today. | support Deal substitute be-
cause it offers welfare recipients a fair
deal.

As long as there are jobs and recipi-
ents are willing to work and play by
the rules, the Deal bill will invest up
front in education, job training, and
child care to ensure that recipients get
into jobs and off welfare permanently.

Unlike the Republican bill that does
not invest in work and punishes chil-
dren, the Deal welfare substitute pro-
tects children. It also guarantees help
if the State experiences a recession or
a national disaster, times when the
needs are greatest.
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