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day, for many of us stayed here the
weekend before Thanksgiving to make
a commitment to the American people.
That was that we would get a budget
and, yes, we would agree on a 7-year
budget. But as Democrats and the
President pressed forward, we made
certain points that must be reempha-
sized. We said we would do so, protect-
ing Medicare, Medicaid, student loans,
food stamps, not hurt the environment,
raise taxes, not raise taxes on millions
of working men and women and their
families by slashing the earned income
tax credit, and thereby providing a
huge tax cut for beneficiaries making
over $200,000. That, Mr. Speaker, was in
the continuing resolution, no doubt.
The language was as clear as black and
white.

Now we come to a point where we are
making accusations about the Presi-
dent’s veto. He made it clear. We will
work with you on a 7-year budget. But
we understand the needs of Americans,
education, Medicare reform, but han-
dling and responding to the needs of
Americans with health care, Medicaid,
the environment. How many Ameri-
cans have sent the Republicans here to
dismantle the Clean Water Act and the
Clean Air Act?

This is reflected in the VA-HUD bill
that we saw today passed, even though
it cuts VA facilities, veterans facilities
by 62 percent. It cuts housing programs
by 21 percent. It cuts the Environ-
mental Protection Act by 21 percent. It
cuts Superfund cleanups which in fact
in my home communities in the 18th
Congressional District, two neighbor-
hoods now are facing the need to have
environmental cleanup. That is cut by
some 19 percent. Funds for elderly and
disabled housing are each cut by 40 per-
cent.

But the real irony, Mr. Speaker, is
that just 8 days or so ago, this VA-
HUD bill was recommitted to the con-
ference committee with instructions to
restore dollars for veterans health. In
the shadow of Bosnia and on this fa-
mous day, December 7, 1995, reflecting
on December 7, 1941, here we go again
in rejecting the service that veterans
have done. Just 8 days ago we recom-
mitted it, but today we have the same
Members who voted last time to recom-
mit change their votes because they
are more concerned with being in step
with the majority than being in step
with the American people.

Then in my own district of Houston,
we find in the VA-HUD bill extraneous
material dealing with public housing.
Let me set the record clear. For this
project, Allen Parkway Village, | am
for providing housing, public housing
for the 13,000 who are on the waiting
list in Houston. I am for providing
housing for seniors, working parents,
affordable housing and, yes, public
housing for those who need it. | am
particularly for getting a master plan
that will include the Houston Housing
Authority, the city of Houston, the
residents and all parties that have been
involved.
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A master plan sets the direction of
how we should be able to compete and
how we should be able to structure a
housing development that will respond
to all the needs of the people. Yes, | am
for preservation that would preserve
the concepts and the architectural de-
sign of an entity that has been noted as
having historic value. But we have an
extraneous language in the VA-HUD
bill that does not relate to bringing
people together in Houston. It relates
to tearing us apart.

I am going to stand my ground, and
that ground is to work with all the par-
ties to ensure that we do have good
housing in Houston in the Allen Park-
way Village. It is for the elderly. We
have it for those needing public hous-
ing. We have it for working families.
We have a concept, a campus style con-
cept that provides educational train-
ing, recreational services, job training
so that those citizens in public housing
can get out of public housing and be-
come independent and move into other
styles of housing.

It is important, Mr. Speaker, that
just as the President has asked and the
Democrats have committed to, we
must work together on the budget, pro-
tecting the environment, protecting
those who need Medicare and Medicaid,
protecting those who need educational
loans. And, yes, when we talk about
public housing, we must work together
because those of us who work together
will get the right job done for all of
America.

BOSNIA

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from North Carolina [Mr.
FUNDERBURK] is recognized for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. FUNDERBURK. Mr. Speaker, |
am here to talk about the tragedy of
American troops being sent to Bosnia
and the fact that the President has
made a decision without consulting
with the American people and without
consulting with Congress.
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We are here for a purpose in the Peo-
ple’s House. We were elected to rep-
resent the people. Article I, section 8 of
the Constitution gives the Congress the
authority and the power to raise funds
for armies and for the Navy. The Presi-
dent, like he did with the Mexican bail-
out, has simply gone around the Con-
gress and tried to circumvent us in this
action.

It is obvious from the polls taken
around the country, and it is obvious
from the people who call into our office
every day, that there is very little sup-
port for the President’s action, yet he
has gone ahead without the support of
the people and without the support of
the Congress, and | think there is a
tragedy in the making.

Personality | lived 6 years of my life
in the Balkans. | was a United States
Ambassador to Romania, which borders

H 14207

Yugoslavia. | traveled over into Yugo-
slavia, and the terrain in that area is
mountainous. Winter is coming in the
Balkans at this time. We have got
tanks over there that are going to be
messed up in the mush and the slog of
winter. There are millions of land
mines that have been planted by the
Bosnia Serbs, and Croats, and Moslems.

And the President said he is sending
American troops over there to keep the
peace, and that we are going to impose
and we are going to bring about a
peace, and we are going to stop the
genocide of these people. Well, if we go
everywhere in the world simply be-
cause people ware fighting and killing
each other, we could be in Sudan, we
could be in Northern lIreland, we could
be in Afghanistan, we could be all over
the world. This is an absurdity.

In 1386 they had a famous battle, the
Battle of the Blackbirds in the former
Serbia and Yugoslavia, and that is
when the Serbs lost, and the Ottoman
Turks came in, and they won, and
many of the people converted or were
forced to convert to Islam. Today the
Serbs, who are Orthodox Christians,
are still upset and they are still seek-
ing revenge, and they are still fighting
against those who became Moslems. So
you see you have an ethnic strife that
has been going on for 600 years, and we
are supposed to send troops over there
for 1 year, let them stand in place, get
killed by land mines, get Killed by rad-
ical Arab terrorists who are in the
area, and then we exit after 1 year sup-
posedly, and we will have established
peace that has not been there for 600
years. Come on, Mr. President, give me
a break, get real.

The cost in lives to America is some-
thing that we ought to be very careful
about, and the cost in dollars. First of
all, the President said he was only
going to send 20,000 troops. That is
what he told the American people. Now
it is up to 37,000 troops. First he said it
is only going to cost us $2 billion. Now
it is up to $4 billion.

I mean we are up here to balance the
budget, we are here to reduce the defi-
cit, we are here to cut costs, and the
President is getting money for a Mexi-
can bailout, $25 billion out of a slush
fund. Now he wants to send $4 billion,
probably much more, to Bosnia, a place
that is an artificial creation, it is not
a member of NATO. We have NATO set
up to defend members of NATO against
the Soviet threat. What happened to
the Soviet threat? So he said we have
got to save NATO by going to Bosnia.

Are you ready for this? The President
backed last week the Foreign Minister
of Spain, Spain is not even part of the
military aspect of NATO, he backed
the Foreign Minister, Javier Solana, to
be the new NATO military commander.
Well, this is an anti-NATO guy who is
a member of the Socialist Worker’s
Party, tried to establish communism in
Spain, one of Fidel Castro’s best
friends. Now he is the head of NATO.
We want to go save NATO under the
NATO military command of Javier
Solana. Give me a break.
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The President apparently has poll-
sters who have told him, “What you’ve
got to do is establish some leadership
credentials, so go over there, and look
presidential, act like command in
chief, and the people will reward you
for it.”” Not only that, they told him
something, and if this is the way he is
operating, and this is truly what is be-
hind this, this is a very cynical way to
manipulate the American people and to
perhaps bring about the loss of lives
and a lot of dollars. They said, you
know, ‘It doesn’t matter if the Amer-
ican people are opposed to this action,
it does not matter if Congress is op-
posed to it. You put the troops in the
field, and they will be forced to do the
loyal thing and say they support the
American troops.”’

That is the box he is putting us in,
and | think he is making a tragic mis-
take, and | wish he would reconsider.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas [Mr. BRYANT] is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

[Mr. BRYANT of Texas addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.]

FOCUSING ON A POSITIVE FUTURE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Florida [Mr. FOLEY] is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. FOLEY. Mr. Speaker, first of all,
I wanted to thank the President of the
United States. We had the great for-
tune of going to the White House the
other evening for the Congressional
Ball, and my mother, Frances Foley,
was in town. | was able to take her to
that great honor, and it was an evening
of celebration, it was an evening of
sharing the great bounty of this Nation
in the people’s home, the White House,
and, yes, as a Republican, it was a
great honor to be in the company of
President Clinton and his wife.

The spirit that was alive in the
house, the White House, that evening,
was one that should be evident on this
floor, one that should be evident in the
debate about our budget for the Na-
tion’s future. He signed the veto mes-
sage the other day, and the pen failed
to write, and while many are making a
joke about it, it does symbolize one
thing: Our well is dry here in the Na-
tion’s Treasury. We are running on
empty financially. It is time to step up
to the plate and face the very impor-
tant responsibility of Congress with
the help of the President in balancing
the budget with legitimate numbers,
with legitimate dialog, with legitimate
protections for our Nation’s resources,
but doing it in an honest and honorable
and peaceful fashion, so that all Ameri-
cans, regardless of party, can be proud
of the actions of this Congress, that
they have, in fact, done the people’s
work and they have done it profes-
sionally and respectfully.
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I want to discuss another issue be-
cause from time to time Members of
the House talk about public education
as if it is a disaster, and they make un-
kind statements to public education.
The teaching profession, teaching our
children, is one of the most noble pro-
fessions in our Nation.

There are problems in schools. There
are problems on campuses. But they
are not all related to schools and pub-
lic education. They are related to a lot
of external factors in our Nation.

I think about one of my counties,
Palm Beach County, and | think of all
the great things our school systems are
doing. My father is a principal of an al-
ternative school, a school of last resort
for children with behavioral problems,
drug addictions, truancy problems. He
tells us often about the successful
graduations of children that were oth-
erwise thought of as not having a po-
tential for passing anything, never
mind high school, but they graduate;
stories about young girls who become
naval officers, who are the top of the
naval class, who a few years earlier
were counted out as derelicts, druggies,
incompetent youth. The School of the
Arts in Palm Beach County, allowing
kids to express God-given talents in
arts, and music, and dance, and thea-
ter, things that are not traditional, but
they are learning something that they
have a skill and an expertise in. Junior
ROTC programs teaching children mili-
tary leadership. They are enrolling doz-
ens of people in my school community,
and they are succeeding in educating
our young people. The science, the
math, the police academies that spring
up around our communities that are
successfully graduating children with
an educational opportunity that allows
them to go out, and get a job and be-
come meaningful, taxpaying, produc-
tive citizens.

Palm Beach Garden High School; |
visited the film school. We did inter-
views. They had tremendous techno-
logical equipment, learning to be little
broadcasters. Someday they may be on
the evening news.

These are things that are working in
our school system that we need to
magnify, talk about in a positive way,
show that public education is working,
show that teachers who are sacrificing
in a job dealing with difficult students
are doing so because they love this
country, they love children, and they
want to see the future of those children
succeed.

Future Farmers of America pro-
grams, 4-H Clubs, all things that are
working in public education that we all
too often in Congress just say things
are bad in public education, but it is
time to stand up for the programs that
work. It is time to talk about the one
thing that we can make certain when
we talk about the future direction of
America is that children have a posi-
tive education, that they learn, that
they are inspired, that they are told
different things, learn to work on com-
puters, learn to talk about children
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who may not go to college, but in fact
may work at McDonald’s, may in fact
become a store manager and a store
owner, may work at Publix as a bag
boy and rise to be a manager of that
store; that it is within each of us that
we can excel, that we can excel and be
supportive of this great country of
ours.

We have got to focus in this Congress
about the very good things in our Na-
tion and not always be talking about
negativity, and disastrous con-
sequences and evil, mean-spirited poli-
tics, because this Nation is the great-
est Nation on Earth. God’s gift to us
has been one of being able to enunciate
those positive things on this floor.

So let us respect teachers, let us re-
spect public education, let us respect
private schools, but education is
everybody’s future, it is our Nation’s
salvation, it is the elimination in the
future of crime and dependency in our
Nation.

So, | urge my colleagues to focus in
the next year ahead, as we enter 1996,
on positive education, positive future
for our Nation, positive leadership for
our children.

KEEP MEDICAID INTACT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New Jersey [Mr. PALLONE]
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, today
was National Medicaid Day, and my-
self, and Senator LAUTENBERG, and a
number of other Members of Congress,
participated in an event on the front
lawn of the Capitol where we stressed
the fact that the Medicaid changes
that have been proposed by the Repub-
lican leadership will have a severely
negative impact on the low-income
people, be they seniors, children, the
disabled, who now benefit from the
Medicaid Program, which is the Fed-
eral program that guarantees health
care for low-income people.

I was very pleased to see that yester-
day when the President signed his veto
and sent his veto message to Congress
in reaction to the Republican leader-
ship budget that he stressed the ex-
treme impact, if you will, and the un-
acceptable changes in the Medicaid
program that were set forth in that Re-
publican budget. | am hopeful that dur-
ing the negotiations that are taking
place now over the budget where the
President and the congressional leader-
ship, particularly the Republican lead-
ership, seek to come together on a
compromise budget bill, that the bill
will successfully keep Medicaid intact
and guarantee health care coverage for
those people that are currently covered
by the Medicaid Program.

What | think is most important dur-
ing these negotiations is that the Med-
icaid guarantee, the guarantee that has
been around here now for 30 years, that
low-income people have health care
coverage, that those same eligible peo-
ple be eligible in guaranteed health
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