
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H 13289November 17, 1995
they are going to be able to meet their
next mortgage payment, or a car pay-
ment. It is hardly fair that Members of
Congress, whose pay is secure, go home
for the weekend and leave these work-
ers hanging out to dry.

Mr. Speaker, as a story in this morn-
ing’s Washington Post clearly pointed
out, ‘‘The shutdown is beginning to
have a ripple effect.’’ That is through-
out the country. ‘‘Government contrac-
tors have not been paid, and they are
beginning to lay off workers. None of
the national museums are open here in
Washington, DC, and the national
parks across the country are losing
millions of dollars in tourist trades
every day as this drags on.’’

We must, we must settle this budget
dispute, and we have to do it in a bipar-
tisan fashion. We are never going to sit
down and work out a fair, balanced
agreement if we just throw our marbles
into the pot and go home. That is not
right. That is not right. We need to
stay, and we need to stay until we can
get the job done.

I know there are freshman Demo-
crats and freshman Republicans, both
of whom, behind the scenes, have tried
to put together some language that
would be acceptable to both sides, but
we need, we need to settle this matter
at once.

Mr. Speaker, I yield the balance of
my time to the gentleman from Maine
[Mr. BALDACCI].

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Maine is recognized for 11⁄2
minutes.
THE DEMOCRAT-SPONSORED RESOLUTION; CON-

GRESS SHOULD STAY IN SESSION UNTIL IT
COMPLETES ITS WORK

Mr. BALDACCI. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the good gentleman from Pennsylvania
[Mr. MASCARA], for yielding to me.

Mr. Speaker, we are trying to say as
a group that we were elected to serve
the public. We were elected to serve all
of the public, Republican, Democrat,
and Independent, and there are people
who are out of work. There are veter-
ans with disability payments that need
to have their eligibility reviewed.
There are people who are trying to
visit Acadia National Park in Maine
and many other national treasures
that are told that it is closed.

This Government is shut down, peo-
ple are laid off, and we feel that we
should be working here because people
are not working because of the actions
of this body and the entire Congress, so
we feel very strongly that we would
rather keep working to try to bring
about a resolution than trying to go
back and forth, and trying to resolve
this problem once and for all.

That is in the interests of all the peo-
ple, whatever their ideologies are, to
work together for that resolution, be-
cause every day we miss it seems like
it is just that much further behind that
we get. I think that is really what we
are trying to achieve here.

Mr. HOKE. Mr. Chairman, will the
gentleman yield?

Mr. BALDACCI. I yield to the gen-
tleman from Ohio.

Mr. HOKE. Mr. Speaker, I do not un-
derstand this. We passed a continuing
resolution in the House. Obviously, the
House spoke. The gentleman did not
vote for it, as I understand that, but 48
of your colleagues did. We passed it.
The Senate has passed it. What more
work is there to do? The President has
said he is going to veto it. What else is
there to do with that? We have done
our work.

Mr. BALDACCI. We will continue
that maybe a little bit later.

f

EXCHANGE OF SPECIAL ORDER
TIME

Mr. BRYANT of Tennessee. Mr.
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent to
speak in place of the gentleman from
Florida [Mr. GOSS].

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Tennessee?

There was no objection.

f

TAKING A HARD LOOK AT THE
SIZE AND SCOPE OF GOVERNMENT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Tennessee [Mr. BRYANT] is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. BRYANT of Tennessee. Mr.
Speaker, the rhetoric has runneth over
ever since the Federal Government
shut down 3 days ago, but the truth is
in the numbers. Today’s Washington
Times newspaper ran the headlines on
its front page: ‘‘Dow Surges Towards
5000 as Wall Street Ignores Impasse.’’

The truth is, Mr. Speaker, that since
800,000 so-called nonessential Federal
workers were placed out of the 2 mil-
lion Federal work force last Tuesday,
the stock market has surged. The
stock market has set its consecutive
record highest yesterday, Wednesday
and today. One can only wonder what
the market would do if we would quite
stonewalling the cut in the capital
gains tax rate. How high would it go if
we simply eliminated the capital gains
tax, just like most other industrialized
nations? How much stronger would the
market grow if we could cut out inher-
itance taxes or the marriage penalty,
or reform our tax code? What if we
took a hard look at the size and scope
of government?

Maybe this country could survive
with only 1.2 million Federal employ-
ees. Quite possibly we could get along
with fewer. The American people might
soon discover that they actually like
not having such a huge, intrusive gov-
ernment. It certainly would cost less.

My office has received hundreds of
telephone calls this week, as have
other congressional offices. I think we
have heard about a lot of those to-
night. I think the overwhelming mes-
sage we are all receiving is that the
people we represent want us to stand
firm on balancing the budget, getting
this continuing resolution adopted
within the 7-year period of time, and

with real good numbers through the
Congressional Budget Office.

Mr. Speaker, I truly understand the
turmoil that this standoff between
Congress and the President is causing
in the lives of Federal employees. We
empathize with them with respect to
the uncertainty they face personally. I
believe that it is completely unfair to
the furloughed Federal workers for the
President to hold them hostage, when
in the past, and I stress this, when in
the past, he has agreed that the budget
can be balanced in 7 years. It is also
unfair of the President to hold them
hostage so that his newest political
consultant, Dick Morris, can boast
that he is running the country.

According to the Washington Post,
Mr. Morris was at his doctor’s office
not too long ago to get a flu shot. He
was on his cellular telephone. He was
overheard to have said, ‘‘I am running
the country,’’ into the phone. Who is
running the country? Did we vote for
Dick Morris to run the country or did
we vote for President Clinton to be the
President? One has to wonder when Mr.
Morris is making these types of com-
ments as a political consultant for
President.

We as Members of Congress were
elected to do hard things here. Espe-
cially we, as Republican Members of
the freshman class, feel a very strong
mandate from last November to come
to Washington and to restore respon-
sible government. Probably the corner-
stone of restoring responsible govern-
ment is to achieve a balanced budget
within this 7-year period of time, which
is a reasonable period of time to do
this.
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And to do so with good, real numbers
that, as the President admits, the Con-
gressional Budget Office affords.

Mr. Speaker, in closing I would urge
the President to join with us, the elect-
ed representatives of the American
people, and get away from his political
gurus like Mr. Morris, and take this as
most serious business.

Mr. Speaker, I am concerned that he
chose to reject, to go out and say pub-
licly that he would veto this continu-
ing resolution, even before we had an
opportunity to send it down Pennsylva-
nia Avenue. I think we must all rise to
this occasion. It is not a time for blam-
ing. It is not a time to talk about
blinking or who is going to cave in.
These are not important matters at
this point.

Mr. Speaker, I think what is most ur-
gent, what those people on furlough
would like to most see, what our people
back home would like to most see, is
not who blinks first, not who caves in,
not who looks at the politics of this
thing, but who works in a responsible
fashion to join with us, as he has prom-
ised he could do in the past, to balance
the budget.

Mr. Speaker, he said, no question
about it, that he can do it in 7 years.
He said he wants to use CBO numbers,
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because they are the most accurate. We
have that continuing resolution out
there now. The Senate has passed it,
but he has chosen to veto it.

I would call upon the President to-
night to extend that arm, as we extend
our continuing resolution, and join us
halfway and meet us to sign this con-
tinuing resolution for the good of the
country. Let us not get caught up in
the politicizing of this budgetary proc-
ess any longer.

At this point, Mr. Speaker, I would
urge my colleagues to join with us on
both sides of the aisle and help get this
Government back up and running and
at the appropriate time that we can
begin to negotiate where we have le-
gitimate disagreements.

f

THE BUDGET

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Texas (Ms. JACKSON-LEE)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. JACKSON-LEE. Mr. Speaker, I
appreciate joining my colleague from
Maine and the freshman Democrats
who have come to this House floor
seeking not only a mere opportunity
for collegiality, but fairness for the
American people.

I come this evening because this is an
important matter before the House. I
come in the name of my son, Jason,
age 10, who has a Thanksgiving feast
this Monday, my daughter Erica, age
15, who has a basketball tournament
this weekend, and my husband.

Thanksgiving happens to be a time
when most families would like to have
time together. I take issue with the
gentleman on the floor about this regu-
lar Sunday dates with his family. We
all would like to be with our family. I
would imagine that the 28,000 individ-
uals who are applying for Social Secu-
rity benefits probably need to have the
Government operating, because they
are in dire need.

Mr. Speaker, I would think the 10,000
claims for veterans benefits are impor-
tant to those people who have given
their service to this country; and, the
10,000 applications for Medicare that
are not being processed also impacts
seniors who have come now to a time
in their life when they need medical
care; and the 2,500 home mortgage ap-
plications that are not being processed.

Mr. Speaker, it happens to be very
interesting, I have heard myriad com-
ments made by my Republican friends.
I think the American people need to
know the facts. The Republicans are in
the majority. They are the ones who
are in control and they came into this
Congress, along with those of us who
are freshman Democrats, on January 4,
1995.

We have had now some 11 months to
pass the appropriation bills that should
have been passed as of October 1. Inter-
estingly enough, we were willing in the
first 100 days to do things like disman-
tle the crime bill. We were willing to
dismantle the welfare reform package

that most of us thought we could agree
with, and put some million children off
the rolls in order to allow for them to
be unfed and hungry. A million chil-
dren that would not be able to have the
benefits that they need on a welfare re-
form package.

They were willing to tack on the ap-
propriation bills the elimination of af-
firmative action; all kinds of unrelated
activities were taking up the time of
Republicans, when we should have been
dealing with the appropriation bills for
this country.

So it amuses me, and saddens me as
well, when I hear our Republican col-
leagues come to the House floor with
such piousness. They are in the major-
ity in this House and they have not
done their jobs and the American peo-
ple need to know that. They need to
know when little children picket the
White House because they are not able
to go to the museums of this Nation
that belong to them that the Repub-
licans simply have not done their job.

If further amuses me for them to say
we do not need to work this weekend.
Yes, we do, because there are people in
this country who will come on Monday
and face another day of being
unsalaried and not being able to work.
Frankly, let me tell my colleagues that
this continuing resolution is not at the
President’s desk. It is still over in the
Senate. It has not gotten to his desk.

If it has not gotten to his desk, we
will have Saturday and we need to be
here Sunday to resolve the matter. I
wish we would come down to the bare
facts of what the truth actually is. We
have a schism here.

We do not have a reconciliation bill.
We have a bill that actually divides
this country. It divides this country
because it eliminates the low income
house tax credit, something that helps
inner cities develop affordable housing
for their citizens. It reduces payments
to hospitals and causes urban and rural
hospitals to close.

Mr. Speaker, it increases the Medi-
care premium upwards of $10 for our
citizens, one of whom I heard from to-
night who said she gets $600 a month in
her Social Security and she is 85 years
old. I venture to say, Mr. Speaker, she
cannot afford the extra $10.

In Texas, we will find that Medicaid
has been reduced now to $5 billion, re-
duced down to $5 billion. We will see
many of our urban hospitals, the Harris
County Hospital District and the citi-
zens that it takes care of, impacted
drastically.

Then the Republicans talk about the
investment for their children. They are
good about talking about what is hap-
pening in the 21st century. Let me tell
my colleagues the truth. They reduced
R&D 35 percent. Research and develop-
ment creates jobs for Americans. Then
they decreased the student loans some
$5 billion. They put a thousand schools
out of the direct student loan program.
This is the future that Republicans
offer.

Mr. Speaker, I think we need to not
only be here tomorrow; we need to be

here Sunday. We need to be here maybe
on Thanksgiving Day, so that we have
truly reflect what America is all about
and there would be a real Thanks-
giving, and that is a budget that re-
flects the needs of all working Ameri-
cans, not just the talented tenth and
not just the wealthy who will be get-
ting $245 billion in a tax cut.

Mr. Speaker, I am gratified to be
amongst those freshman Democrats
who are standing here to say we are
prepared to work for the American peo-
ple so the doors of this Government
can be open on Monday and we can
serve them in the manner that they
should be served.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to strongly urge
my colleagues to work throughout this week-
end to resolve this budget impasse. My Demo-
cratic freshman colleagues and I introduced a
resolution today that recommends that the
House complete action on a continuing resolu-
tion and debt ceiling to end this budget im-
passe. We urged the House Rules Committee
to allow this resolution to proceed to the
House floor.

This crisis is taking a toll on millions of
Americans, particularly Federal employees
and their families. Some 800,000 Federal em-
ployees have been furloughed. They are won-
dering whether they will get paid for this fur-
lough period and be able to meet the eco-
nomic needs of their families.

Each day that the Government is shut
down, 28,000 applications for Social Security
benefits are not being processed; 10,000
claims for veterans’ benefits are not being
processed; 10,000 applications for Medicare
are not being processed; 2,500 home mort-
gage applications are not being processed;
22,000 passport applications are not being
processed; and 60,000 young children are un-
able to attend Head Start programs.

This crisis is affecting business firms that
have contracts with the Federal Government
and affecting localities that depend upon Fed-
eral employment to stabilize their economies.

This impasse is causing America to lose its
credibility with the rest of the world, particu-
larly among the international capital markets.

The budget impasse is unacceptable. The
Members of this House were elected to do a
job, which is to appropriate funds to operate
the Federal Government and carry out our
oversight function over Government agencies.
We have failed to exercise this responsibility
because the House leadership spent valuable
time during this session on the ‘‘Contract With
America’’ proposals instead of moving the ap-
propriations bills through the legislative proc-
ess.

While millions of Americans are experienc-
ing anxiety over this impasse, Members of
Congress are still being paid. Since we are
getting paid, let us remain here over the week-
end and resolve this crisis by passing a clean
continuing resolution or pass appropriations
bills without extraneous legislative riders so
that the Federal Government can conduct its
business.

Most Members of this House want a bal-
anced budget. Many of us have voted for bal-
anced budget proposals during this session of
Congress. However, the budget must not be
balanced on the backs of those Americans
that can least afford it. There is an appropriate
way to achieve this goal. We must not hold
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