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people, for the people, and by the people. As
such, we determine our own future.

You and I are some of the most important
people in this country. What we want today
is what America will be tomorrow. Washing-
ton does not tell us what we will be, we tell
them.

But as wonderful as it sounds, our govern-
ment requires a lot of work from each of us.
And no one knows that better than the may-
ors who are with us today. They are really
on the frontlines.

If we want a drug-free society, we have to
fight for a drug-free society. Thinking about
it won’t make it happen.

If we want a better education system for
our children, we have to fight for it. Think-
ing about it won’t make it happen.

If we want our American military to be the
best in the world and not be thrown away
piece by piece in little battles that serve no
national purpose, we have to fight for it.
Thinking about it won’t make it happen.

Freedom and democracy require a lot of
work from each of us, and you do not have to
wear a uniform or carry a weapon to defend
them. You just have to do what you’re doing
right now, taking an active part in America.
And to the mayors here, I offer the full sup-
port of the VFW.

That’s the purpose and that’s the message
of Loyalty Day. It’s a day on which we dis-
cuss the future of America, and the part each
of us will play in reaching those goals.

It’s a day to take pride in yourself, our
community, our nation and our flag.

And I thank you for taking part in our
Loyalty Day celebration. God bless you, and
God bless America.
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Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
pay tribute to Ralph Neas and the Leadership
Conference on Civil Rights, true leaders in the
fight for civil rights. For the last 45 years the
conference has worked diligently on this effort
and has been successful in accomplishing
some of the biggest civil rights victories in our
Nation’s history.

Many of these victories were won during the
past 14 years under the successful leadership
of Ralph Neas. Ralph has directed the lobby-
ing, grassroots, legal research, and media ef-
forts of the largest, oldest, and most broadly
based civil rights coalition in this Nation. Ralph
always believed his professional training as
chief legislative assistant to two Senators and
his triumph over Guillan-Barre syndrome had
adequately prepared him for the challenges
which were ahead for LCCR. During his ten-
ure, Ralph served as a coalition builder as he
kept the conference’s diverse leadership unit-
ed and effective. Through his work with LCCR,
he has earned respect for his ability to build
bridges between disparate communities of in-
terest and across the spectrum of political
ideologies.

The first major victory which Ralph and his
LCCR colleagues won was passage of the
Voting Rights Act of 1982. Bipartisanship, cre-
ativity, and leadership were all necessary to
win this uphill battle. The Leadership Con-
ference, led by Ralph exhibited all of these
qualities during the almost 2-year campaign to

enact this major piece of legislation. The hard
work of LCCR set the stage for what would be
numerous victories throughout his next 14
years as executive director.

Ralph Neas was one of the first leaders of
the mainstream civil rights movement to rec-
ognize the civil rights struggle of people with
disabilities. He brought disability issues to the
forefront of the civil rights struggle and was in-
strumental in securing the enactment of the
first civil rights laws for people with disabilities,
the Americans With Disabilities Act. This
would not have been possible without Ralph’s
vision, leadership, and commitment.

Ralph is also well known as a brilliant legis-
lative strategist. Using that skill, as well as
creativity and leadership, he led the fights
which resulted in the passage of several addi-
tional major legislative initiatives. These initia-
tives include: the Civil Rights Act of 1991, the
fair housing amendments of 1988, the Japa-
nese-American redress bill, and the Civil
Rights Restoration Act.

Not only did Ralph Neas experience great
legislative success as the executive director of
LCCR, he also experienced great institutional
successes. His astute management led to a
massive growth of the conference. The organi-
zation’s budget grew seven fold since 1981
and added more than 50 new national organi-
zations. Currently, 180 national organizations
with memberships totaling more than 50 mil-
lion Americans now belong to the conference.
This significant growth has allowed LCCR to
meet new challenges as an even stronger,
more united, and effective group.

In addition to his duties as executive direc-
tor, Ralph Neas managed the Leadership
Conference’s education fund, an independent
organization that supports educational activi-
ties relevant to civil rights. In this capacity, he
has supervised projects promoting tolerance
an diversity, has led a successful children’s
antidiscrimination campaign, and published
books and reports on emerging civil rights is-
sues.

This month, Ralph will step down as execu-
tive director of the Leadership Conference and
will embark upon new challenges in his life
and career. We can all be assured that the
new challenges which lie ahead for him will be
marked by continued commitment to justice
and equality for all Americans.

It is my pleasure to join many Americans in
thanking Ralph for his unselfish service to his
Nation and its people. It is also my distinct
pleasure to congratulate the Leadership Con-
ference on its 45th anniversary. Due to the
Ralph Neas and the Leadership Conference’s
commitment and dedication to the civil rights
movement, the past 45 years have been a
strong, legislative, bipartisan reaffirmation of
civil rights. We are a greater Nation because
of the many successful battles fought and won
by Ralph Neas and the Leadership Con-
ference on civil rights, and I know that Ralph
and the LCCR will continue to lead the way to-
wards a nation of equality, justice, and
strength.
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Mr. LAHOOD. Mr. Speaker, today I would
like to salute a group of outstanding young
women who will be honored with the Girl
Scouts of the U.S.A. Gold Award by Kickapoo
Council of Girl Scouts in Peoria, Illinois.

All are being honored on May 7, 1995, for
earning the highest achievement award in Girl
Scouting. The Girl Scout Gold Award symbol-
izes outstanding accomplishments in the areas
of leadership, community service, career plan-
ning, and personal development. The Girl
Scout Gold Award can be earned by girls
aged 14–17, or in grades 9–12.

Girl Scouts of the U.S.A., an organization
serving over 2.6 million girls, has awarded
more than 20,000 Girl Scout Gold Awards to
Senior Girl Scouts since the inception of the
program in 1980. To receive the award, a Girl
Scout must fulfill five requirements: earn four
interest project patches, earn the Career Ex-
ploration Pin, earn the Senior Girl Scout Lead-
ership Award, earn the Senior Girl Scout Chal-
lenge, and design and implement a Girl Scout
Gold Award project. A plan for fulfilling the re-
quirements of the award is created by the
Senior Girl Scout and is carried out through
close cooperation between the girl and an
adult Girl Scout volunteer.

The earning of the Girl Scout Gold Award is
a major accomplishment, and I believe all of
these girls should receive the public recogni-
tion due them for this significant service to
their community and their country.

Following are the honorees: Jodi King, Kelly
Cox, Buffie Icenogle, Monica Knapp, Marcy
Mattern, Jolene Zessin, Jennifer Isaacs,
Stacey Utley, and Rachel Moreno.
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Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to pay tribute to Carnegie Hill Neighbors, Inc.
on this, its 25th anniversary. On May 1, Car-
negie Hill Neighbors celebrated two and a half
decades of outstanding service to the city of
New York.

For over 25 years, the group’s record of
achievement in community service has been
outstanding. Carnegie Hill Neighbors has been
a major force in protecting thousands of New
York City’s most important buildings, and im-
proving the aesthetic surroundings that we in
New York have come to enjoy.

Carnegie Hill Neighbors represents a district
that traverses from Museum Mile up to Third
Avenue and from 86th Street to 98th Street.
As the proud Member of Congress from this
area, I know first-hand how Carnegie Hill
Neighbors has strived to preserve 19th cen-
tury brownstones, museums, prewar limestone
apartment buildings, and other institutions that
make up one of New York City’s most unique
architectural districts.
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One of the group’s top priorities has been to

establish zoning laws which protect the archi-
tectural magnificence that exists in the city,
and ensure that future buildings only add to
the city’s charm and beauty. In the first 3
years of its existence, Carnegie Hill Neighbors
fought to tighten zoning laws on all avenues
and streets, which had previously been the
same liberal regulations for First, Second, and
Third Avenues.

In 1985, Carnegie Hill Neighbors won rezon-
ing to limit mid-block structures to size of
brownstones. Almost 10 years later, they won
an expansion of the Carnegie Hill Historic Dis-
trict which brought the total number of land-
mark buildings in the area to 400. Along with
these distinguished achievements the group
continues to serve its neighborhood through
ongoing programs such as the Community Car
Patrol Program, street cleaning, tree care, and
environmental education.

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to help Carnegie
Hill Neighbors celebrate its 25th anniversary. I
would like to personally thank and honor Eliza-
beth Ashby, the current president, and Fred
Papert and Ron Spence, the organization’s
first two presidents, for their exemplary work
and devotion to the preservation of our city’s
heritage. On behalf of the constituents of New
York’s 14th Congressional District, I would like
to express my sincerest appreciation to the
Carnegie Hill Neighbors for preserving our dis-
trict’s heritage and I wish them continued suc-
cess over the next 25 years.
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Mr. SOUDER. Mr. Speaker, I would like to
take this opportunity to congratulate a special
couple from my district who will celebrate the
milestone of their 60th wedding anniversary on
Thursday, May 4, 1995. It is so wonderful in
these turbulent times to be able to recognize
Ray and Irene Sunday, a couple who have
honored their vows to one another for over
half a century. It is an honor to commend this
couple for their life together and to offer my
best wishes for the years to come.
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Mr. MANTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
introduce the Explosives Fingerprinting Act.
This legislation is virtually identical to H.R.
1262, legislation I introduced in the 103d Con-
gress.

Unfortunately, last month’s devastating
bombing in Oklahoma City demonstrates that
our Nation desperately needs to implement an
effective method of quickly identifying and
punishing the perpetrators of terrorist bomb-
ings.

My legislation would require all explosives
manufacturers to introduce high-technology
additives into their explosives that will give
them identifying signatures which would iden-

tify when and where the particular explosive
device was made.

These additives, called taggants, are micro-
scopic chips designed to survive explosives.
Many Federal law enforcement officials, in-
cluding those at the Bureau of Alcohol, To-
bacco and Firearms agree that taggants would
be a valuable anti-terrorist tool. The use of
taggants would allow agents to examine the
manufacturers required paperwork to identify
suspects from lists of purchasers. Identifying
the source and subsequent sale of explosives
is nearly impossible without taggants.

Given the effectiveness of taggants, it is dis-
couraging that this anti-terrorist technology
has not been required in the past. The reason,
tragically, is that special interest groups rep-
resenting the explosives industry and gun in-
dustry have not only worked to kill previous
legislation to require taggants, but have also
limited the amount of funding the Bureau of
Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms can devote to
developing this technology.

As a former police officer, I know how dif-
ficult criminal investigations can be. However,
I know it has been as frustrating for me as it
has for the rest of the Nation to witness the
difficulty our law enforcement personnel have
had in locating the second suspect in the
Oklahoma City attack, John Doe No. 2 despite
a nationwide effort to find him.

It is time to give our law enforcement offi-
cials a valuable new tool in their arsenal. I
would encourage my colleagues to join me as
cosponsors of this important legislation there-
by taking a small step toward making sure an-
other such terrorist attack does not occur.

Finally, as a Member of Congress who hails
from New York City, the site of the World
Trade Center Bombing 2 years ago, I know
the fear and loss which these cowardly acts
can have on a community. While the devasta-
tion which occurred in Oklahoma City is far
greater than that which New York sustained, I
know the people of New York have a special
affinity for the suffering families and friends of
the victims of this most recent tragedy. Our
hearts go out to the people of Oklahoma City
in this time of tragedy.

I think all Americans agree that this victim-
ization of innocent people is a trend which we
cannot allow to continue. While there will be
many different proposals offered to address
the threat of terrorism, I caution my colleagues
to focus their attention on only those propos-
als which will hasten the punishment of crimi-
nals and not endorse initiatives which erode
the freedoms and protections upon which our
country was founded. We will not win the bat-
tle against terrorists who seek to tear our Na-
tion apart by compromising the principles
which define us.

In that regard, I urge my colleagues to join
me in supporting meaningful legislation, the
Explosives Fingerprinting Act, which will not
only identify criminals but deter them, by se-
curing information about the purchasers of ex-
plosive devices.
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Mr. MCDADE. Mr. Speaker, I would like to
bring to the attention of my colleagues the

death of one of my constituents, G. Paul
Carey, on February 18, 1995.

Mr. Carey was born in Archbald, PA, where
he lived until the age of 18. One week after
graduation from Archbald High School, Mr.
Carey enlisted in the Navy, serving with dis-
tinction in the South Pacific for 6 years. During
this yearlong commemoration of the 50th anni-
versary of the end of World War II, it is fitting
that we remember the life of one of the men
who fought to end this devastating conflict.

Mr. Carey went above and beyond the call
of duty, winning six Bronze Stars for defending
our great Nation with courage and valor. His
heroism was first demonstrated on the U.S.S.
Coney during the battle of Latie Gulf, when,
after a surprise attack, the Japanese almost
annihilated the American destroyers in that
area. Torpedoman 3d Class Carey received a
communique from Admiral Nimitz congratulat-
ing him for the valor he exhibited during the
attack.

In addition to his outstanding military record,
Mr. Carey was a devoted family man. He is
survived by his wife, the former Jeanne
Walsh, RN, and his three sons, James, Pat-
rick, and Paul, who will remember their father
as the epitomy of honor and strength.

Mr. Carey’s years of hard work as a traffic
manager for Golo Footwear Corp. and his
dedication to church and family earned him
the respect and admiration of everyone he
knew. He will truly be missed.
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Mr. STUPAK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
pay tribute to a friend and distinguished mili-
tary officer, Brig. Gen. Rudolph F. Peksens,
who is retiring this month after nearly three
decades of service in the U.S. Air Force.

Simply put, General Peksens epitomizes all
that a military officer should be: A dedicated
and knowledgeable professional known for his
outstanding work and his devotion to those
who served under him and to the community
at large.

General Peksens is a native of Boston, MA,
who graduated from Tufts University in 1966
as a member of the Reserve Officers Training
Corps program. Following his graduation,
General Peksens enlisted in the Air Force.

General Peksens has had a long and distin-
guished military career. He is the only Air
Force officer to have flown fighter, bomber,
and reconnaissance aircraft in combat. He is
a command pilot with nearly 4,000 flying
hours, including more than 600 hours in com-
bat over Vietnam and Iraq. General Peksens
served two combat tours in Vietnam, flying B–
52’s and RF–4C’s. During our involvement in
Operations Desert Storm and Provide Com-
fort, he served as vice commander and later
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