and to nominate them for admission to the
U.S. service academies. While at the Acad-
emy, they will be the beneficiaries of one of
the finest educations available, so that in the
future, they might be entrusted with the very
security of our Nation.

| am confident that Jerrod Hawk has both
the ability and the desire to meet this chal-
lenge. | ask my colleagues to join me in con-
gratulating him for his accomplishments to
date and to wish him the best of luck as he
begins his career in service to our country.

A SALUTE TO BILLY STRAYHORN
AND ELLINGTON ’95

HON. WILLIAM J. COYNE

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 3, 1995

Mr. COYNE. Mr. Speaker, | am pleased
today to pay tribute to Billy Strayhorn and his
many contributions to jazz music as a pianist,
composer, lyricist, and arranger.

Billy Strayhorn will soon be remembered in
the city of Pittsburgh during “Ellington '95: The
Thirteenth Annual International Conference on
the Life and Music of Duke Ellington,” where
delegates from 16 countries and 34 States will
be in attendance. This event is dedicated to
the memory of Billy Strayhorn and is being
hosted by the Billy Strayhorn Chapter of the
Duke Ellington Society in Pittsburgh, PA.

Billy Strayhorn was born in Dayton, OH on
November 29, 1915, and was raised in Pitts-
burgh where he graduated from Westinghouse
High School. It was in Pittsburgh at the Stan-
ley Theatre, now the Benedum Center for the
Performing Arts that the close association and
collaboration between Duke Ellington and
Strayhorn began. This remarkably productive
collaboration endured for nearly three decades
and produced more than 200 compositions
and arrangements.

The musical compositions of Billy Strayhorn
are among some of America’'s most popular
jazz standards. Billy Strayhorn’s music in-
cludes Take the ‘A’ Train, the Ellington Band’s
theme song, Lush Life, Something to Live For,
Day Dream, After All, Chelsea Bridge, Lotus
Blossom, and Blood Count. Billy Strayhorn
has been honored on many occasions for his
contributions to jazz and was elected to the
“Songwriters’ Hall of Fame” on April 15, 1984,
by the National Academy of Popular Music.

The discovery of previously unknown Billy
Strayhorn compositions has brought new rec-
ognition and acclaim to this great composer's
memory. A newly discovered composition,
Portrait of a Silk Thread, was premiered at the
1994 Ellington Conference in Stockholm, Swe-
den. Other previously unknown compositions
have been found and will be premiered for the
world at the Ellington Annual International
Conference in Pittsburgh, May 24-28, 1995. |
am confident that the presentation of these
newly discovered compositions will be among
the highlights of this year's Ellington con-
ference.

Mr. Speaker, it is proper that the Members
of the U.S. House should take note of Billy
Strayhorn and his outstanding contributions to
the musical heritage of the United States of
America and the world. Billy Strayhorn and
Duke Ellington were ambassadors to the world
and helped to enlighten millions of individuals
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from around the globe to the American jazz
experience. | am pleased that the memory of
Billy Strayhorn will be celebrated in Pittsburgh
later this month and commend to the House
and the American people “Ellington '95: The
Thirteenth Annual International Conference on
the Life and Music of Duke Ellington.”

RECOGNITION OF JUDITH PISAR

HON. CHARLES E. SCHUMER

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 3, 1995

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. Speaker, one of the
pleasures of serving in this legislative body is
the opportunity we occasionally get to ac-
knowledge publicly the outstanding citizens of
our Nation. | rise today to honor Judith Pisar
in her installment as a Chevalier of the Legion
of Honor in France, an honor she received on
May 26, 1994. Ms. Pisar’'s contributions have
led to building of a widely-admired cultural
bridge between the United States and France
and to Franco-American cultural relations in
general.

A native of New York, Ms. Pisar has spent
the last two decades in Paris working for the
American Center in Paris, a cultural center
that houses contemporary American art.
Founded 63 years ago, the American Center
has helped bridge the gap of cultural dif-
ferences between the United States and
France. Under Ms. Pisar’s direction, the Amer-
ican Center has expanded with a new building
that was dedicated on June 4, 1994. The new
building will house a 420-seat theater, studios,
a gallery, classrooms, and apartments for visit-
ing artists and writers and will have space for
an American restaurant.

Ms. Pisar has also organized cultural, edu-
cational and charitable events for artists in
France and the United States. She has put to-
gether exhibitions of young painters and a va-
riety of multi-media events on both sides of
the Atlantic.

Mr. Speaker, it is no surprise that France
has bestowed this high achievement to Ms.
Pisar, a person dedicated to the cultural and
intellectual education of our countries.

Mr. Speaker, | would like to take this mo-
ment to ask my colleagues in the U.S. House
of Representatives to join me in commending
Ms. Judith Pisar for her valuable work. She is
an inspiration to us all.

TRIBUTE TO SARA AND SIMHA
LAINER

HON. HOWARD L. BERMAN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 3, 1995

Mr. BERMAN. Mr. Speaker, | am honored to
pay tribute to Sara and Simha Lainer, close
friends of mine for more than 40 years and
people passionately dedicated to the welfare
of the Jewish community of Los Angeles. Na-
tives of Eastern Europe, the Lainers came to
southern California via Mexico, where they
lived and worked for several years. We are
lucky to have them.

Sara Lainer, a distinguished author of schol-
arly articles, has been an active volunteer on
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behalf of Hadassah, Pioneer Women, General
Israel Orphans Home, the Yiddish Culture
Club, and many other organizations. She con-
tinues to lecture in Hebrew and Yiddish to
groups in Los Angeles, and she holds an hon-
orary doctorate from the Hebrew Theological
College, Jewish University of America. Her
commitment to the intellectual and spiritual
components of Judaism is extraordinary.

Simha Lainer, who ran a successful real es-
tate business in the San Fernando Valley, is
a strong supporter of, and a dedicated volun-
teer with, the University of Judaism, the Jew-
ish Community Foundation, the ADL, and
West Coast Friends of the Hebrew University.
Anyone who cares about the Jewish commu-
nity of Los Angeles owes a huge thanks to
Simha Lainer.

In 1989, the Lainers established the Simha
and Sara Lainer Fund for Jewish Education,
which has thus far awarded $290,000 in schol-
arships to 400 children around the city. | can
think of nothing more important than ensuring
Judaism remains vibrant and alive in Los An-
geles.

Simha and Sara also raised three sons,
Mark, Nahum, and Luis, who have followed in
the tradition of their parents in working hard
on behalf of their community. | am indeed
lucky to be good friends with all three, as well
as their wives, Ellie, Alice, and Lee.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in saluting Sara and Simha Lainer, whose tire-
less efforts to make this a better world inspire
us all.

ECONOMIC OUTLOOK

HON. LEE H. HAMILTON

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 3, 1995

Mr. HAMILTON. Mr. Speaker, | would like to
insert my Washington Report for Wednesday,
April 26, 1995 into the CONGRESSIONAL
RECORD.

THE OUTLOOK FOR THE ECONOMY

With all the attention given to the Con-
tract With America in the first 100 days, it is
also important to focus on an issue of much
importance for many Hoosiers—the state of
the economy and what can be done to
strengthen the outlook.

1994 was a year of solid economic growth,
strong job creation, and low inflation, a very
unusual combination for the postwar period.
The Midwest, including Indiana, did even
better. Most everyone would be pleased if we
could just freeze the 1994 numbers. But ana-
lysts warn that the rise in interest rates dur-
ing the past year is slowing important sec-
tors of the economy—particularly housing
and autos—and that the rest of the economy
may also shift into lower gear this year and
next.

Performance Of The Economy. Economic
Growth The economy’s total output of goods
and services grew 4.1% last year. This was
the strongest growth in seven years and well
above average for the postwar period. Much
of the growth was fueled by a boom in busi-
ness investment in new equipment. Housing
starts hit their highest level since 1988, out-
put of motor vehicles rose to the highest
level in more than a decade, and industrial
production rose 5.4% over 1993, the strongest
gain in ten years.

Jobs. The economy created 3.5 million jobs
in 1994, the strongest job growth in ten
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years. More than nine out of every ten new
jobs were in the private sector, a sign of the
revitalized economy. Of major importance,
particularly for the Midwest, was the strong
rebound in manufacturing jobs after the
heavy losses between 1989 and 1993.

Unemployment. The strong job growth last
year put many unemployed people back to
work. The unemployment rate fell from 6.7%
at the start of the year to 5.4% at the end of
the year, which is where it currently stands.
There are now 1.5 million fewer unemployed
workers than there were at the start of 1994.

Inflation. At the same time, inflation re-
mained firmly under control. During 1994,
consumer prices rose only 2.7%, the fourth
year in a row of low inflation.

Productivity. Productivity, a key to non-
inflationary growth, showed solid gains in
1994, for the second year in a row.

The Indiana Economy. For years, the Mid-
west lagged behind the rest of the American
economy. We suffered more during recessions
and took longer to catch up during recover-
ies. But that has now changed. The Midwest
has outperformed the national economy in
recent years, and especially last year. We
had stronger job growth and lower unem-
ployment—in fact, the unemployment rate
in Indiana averaged about a point less than
the national rate. Midwest growth was led by
our strong manufacturing sector, which ben-
efited from a big rise last year in business in-
vestment and consumer spending, as well as
an increase in exports.

The Economic Outlook. Early last year,
the Federal Reserve (Fed) began to tighten
monetary policy, to keep the economy from
overheating and causing higher inflation. Be-
tween February 1994 and February 1995, the
Fed increased interest rates seven times, for
a total rise of three percentage points. As a
result, several key indicators suggest that
the economy is slowing. Housing starts have
fallen for three straight months and auto-
mobile sales are down from last year’s peak.
Industrial production has also fallen re-
cently, and a big increase in unwanted inven-
tories early this year might force manufac-
turers to cut production even more.

Most forecasters expect the economy to
keep growing this year and next, although at
a slower pace than last year. Job opportuni-
ties should also keep growing. But a few
economists warn that the Fed may have
tightened too much and put the economy
into the danger zone of a new recession. In
the past, whenever the Fed raised interest
rates by three percentage points in a year a
recession followed.

Economic Policy. What can be done to
keep the economy growing and jobs increas-
ing?

Deficit reduction. In 1993, Congress made
major progress in bringing down the federal
deficit. The improvement helped reduce
long-term interest rates and stimulated the
strong economic growth of 1994. Although
the Fed reversed the progress on interest
rates last year, Congress should continue to
consolidate the gains on the deficit. The tax
reduction package recently passed by the
House, providing most of the benefits to
upper-income taxpayers, was a big step back-
ward for deficit reduction. It will make it ex-
tremely difficult to bring the budget into
balance. I am also concerned that the new
Congress may try to rush things by indis-
criminately cutting programs that benefit
the economy along with those that don’t.
Trying to do too much too soon may end in
a deadlock that impairs further progress on
the deficit. But a measured and reasoned ap-
proach to further deficit reduction would
certainly be in the nation’s long-term eco-
nomic interest.

Interest rates. It generally takes from six
to eighteen months for an increase in inter-
est rates to have its full impact on the econ-
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omy. With most of last year’s rate rise com-
ing since August, it will still be some
months before we can evaluate the full eco-
nomic effect. Since there are already signs of
a slowdown, the Fed should clearly wait for
better information on the economy before
making any further rate increases. If the
economic indicators show signs of deteriora-
tion in the next few months, | hope the Fed
will actually consider reducing interest
rates. With inflation already under control, a
recession would impose hardship on millions
of Americans with no benefit to the econ-
omy.

Conclusion. The 1990s expansion is now al-
most four years old and we have had some of
the best economic numbers in a generation.
The performance of the U.S. economy in 1994
was, in a word, outstanding. However, the
question today is not whether the economy
is slowing, but how much it is slowing and
whether the Fed can achieve a ‘‘soft land-
ing’”’, trimming growth from over 4% to
around 2.5%.

The economic statistics are important, but
the real test of economic performance for me
is whether it improves the income of work-
ing families, makes them feel more secure,
and puts them on the path to prosperity. On
those measures, the economic outlook must
remain a top priority.

LEGISLATION PROVIDING MEDIC-
AID COVERAGE OF ALL CER-
TIFIED NURSE PRACTITIONERS
AND CLINICAL NURSE SPECIAL-
ISTS

HON. BILL RICHARDSON

OF NEW MEXICO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 3, 1995

Mr. RICHARDSON. Mr. Speaker, | am
pleased to introduce legislation, H.R. 1339,
that would provide Medicaid coverage for all
certified nurse practitioners and clinical nurse
specialists for services they are legally author-
ized to perform.

As the need to provide basic medical care
to the Nation's medically deprived population
increases, the need to facilitate access to
quality, cost-effective primary care provided by
nurse practitioners also increases. Over 400
studies have confirmed the high quality of
health care provided by nurse practitioners in
a variety of urban and rural primary care set-
tings. It is well known that the majority of our
underserved populations are located in rural
and inner city settings across the Nation.
While nurse practitioners are willing and able
to provide services in these settings, not all
nurse practitioners are currently being reim-
bursed by Medicaid for their services in these
areas.

Currently, patients are able to access the
care of certain nurse practitioners such as
family and pediatric nurse practitioners, but
others such as adult and women’s health
nurse practitioners are not accessible. The
legislation | am introducing would enable all
nurse practitioners, regardless of specialty, to
provide care to Medicaid recipients.

Nurse practitioners are particularly capable
to provide health care to the indigent. Their
educational programs emphasize the provision
of care to patients who have limited financial
resources. In a national survey conducted by
the American Academy on Nurse Practition-
ers, over 60 percent of the patients seen by
these providers had family incomes of less
than $16,000 per year.
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Nurse practitioners rate as high in financial
efficiency as they do in consumer satisfaction.
Their ability to focus on preventative and cura-
tive medical services contribute to the quality
as well as the cost-effectiveness of the care
they provide.

Nurse practitioners can play a central role in
achieving our national goal of providing qual-
ity, cost-efficient health care for all citizens. |
am hopeful this legislation will help to elimi-
nate disparities in access to care for rural and
inner city Medicaid populations by providing
direct reimbursement to nurse practitioners
and clinical nurse specialists who have proven
their ability to deliver quality care in a cost-ef-
fective manner.

STATEMENT MARKING
ANNIVERSARY OF HOLLAND HOME

HON. MARGE ROUKEMA

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 3, 1995

Mrs. ROUKEMA. Mr. Speaker, | rise to call
attention to the 100th anniversary of the Hol-
land Christian Home, which is located in North
Haledon, NJ. The Holland Home is an excel-
lent example of what private citizens can do to
help those in need through their churches,
civic groups and other organizations. It is a
151-bed home for the aged, fully licensed by
the State and complete with skilled nursing
care and other services that has developed
from simple roots.

The Holland Home shows was people with
vision can do when confronted with a problem
in need of a solution. The founders of the
home were church and community leaders
who applied Christian principles to help all in
their community, rather than waiting for the
Government to solve their problems for them.
That is a philosophy that is returning today, as
the public realizes that “big government” is
not always the answer. It was a concept that
can work as well in 1995 as it worked in 1895.

The Holland Home traces its history to the
early 1890s in Paterson, N.J., when members
of several Dutch-speaking churches in the
area addressed the difficulty of caring for el-
derly members, particularly those who had no
children to provide for them. Remember, this
was before Social Security or Medicare. The
Reverend Reinder Drukker, who had come to
New Jersey from Michigan, suggested that the
churches construct a facility similar to the Hol-
land Home he had visited in Grand Rapids. It
was described as “an institution where the
aged might spend their remaining days in
comfort and Christian fellowship.” The Rev-
erend Drukker joined with the Reverend
Helenus Nies of the Union Reformed Church;
Cornelius Poelstra, publisher of a Dutch-lan-
guage newspaper; and another civic leader,
Henry Gardenier, to form the Holland Christian
Home Association. The fund-raising drive
began at an April 10, 1895, meeting where a
collection was taken up to cover the $5 cost
of renting a meeting hall—$8.09 was collected
and the balance was the beginning of the
building fund.

On Thanksgiving Day, 1898, a two-story,
34-by-36-foot building with 10 rooms for resi-
dents was dedicated in Paterson. The total
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