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In a checkoff program, a small fraction of
the wholesale price of a product is set aside
and forwarded to a specially created checkoff
board. The propane board, which would be
known as the Propane Education and Re-
search Council, would use those pooled funds
for a variety of activities that would benefit the
propane consumer, the propane industry, and
the public. The Propane Education and Re-
search Council would undertake specific activi-
ties including: First, research and development
of more efficient, cleaner burning appliances;
second, research and training in safety for
both the industry and the public; third, edu-
cation in regulatory compliance and coopera-
tive activities with States; and fourth, coopera-
tive activities with State associations and
builder outreach efforts. All of these activities
will provide substantial benefits to propane
consumers and the public.

There are currently more than 150 Federal
and State checkoff programs. They operate
primarily in agricultural industries, which bene-
fit from checkoffs for beef, eggs, cotton, milk,
and soybeans.

There are some similar programs in energy
industries, however, such as the Gas Re-
search Institute, the Electric Power Research
Institute, the Texas Railroad Commission pro-
pane checkoff and similar State programs in
Louisiana, Missouri, and Alabama. Oil produc-
ers in Oklahoma have recently created the
Oklahoma Energy Resource Board.

The Gas Research Institute [GRI], for exam-
ple, boasts a 400-percent return for each dol-
lar collected and invested. While GRI's work
primarily benefits urban and suburban natural
gas consumers, the propane checkoff would
benefit rural and agricultural users of propane,
as well as urban and suburban propane con-
sumers.

The agricultural industry, for example, which
accounts for 7 to 8 percent of all propane
consumed in the United States, will see sub-
stantial benefits from the propane checkoff.
Much of the large industrial and agricultural
equipment now in use is not as efficient as
residential and commercial equipment. The
propane checkoff will permit research and de-
velopment into better, more efficient equip-
ment for the industry. With even marginal in-
creases in equipment efficiency, the agri-
culture industry would reap great returns. Ob-
viously, better and more efficient utilization of
propane would benefit other industries, such
as construction, in still other ways, further in-
creasing the value of the return.

A checkoff program is particularly needed
for propane because, unlike all other major
forms of energy and many minor energy
sources, propane receives virtually no Federal
support for research, development, education,
or other activities. Rather than turn to the Fed-
eral Government for support in a period of def-
icit spending and tight funding restrictions, the
propane industry has developed this self-help
proposal to help ensure that propane is most
effectively and efficiently utilized. While this
program is paid for by the propane industry,
propane consumers and the public will be pri-
mary beneficiaries.

This legislation only provides the propane
industry with the opportunity to establish this
program. The legislation | am proposing would
not actually establish the propane checkoff. In-
stead, it calls upon the propane industry, pro-
pane producers, and retail marketers, to hold
a referendum among themselves to authorize
establishment of the checkoff before it can go
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into effect. If the experience with the program
is not as positive as the industry projects and
experience with checkoff programs suggests,
it could be terminated by a majority vote of
both classes, or a two-thirds vote by a single
one. It is the propane industry’s own request
that we would help provide it with this coordi-
nated opportunity to voluntarily pool its re-
sources.

This bill is an important self-help measure
for the propane industry based on a proven
legislative precedent from other industries.
Moreover, as a self-help measure, rather than
a request for direct Government funding, this
measure may well become a model for future
legislation in many fields. | encourage my col-
leagues to join me in cosponsoring this legis-
lation.

THANK YOU LESTER McFADDEN
FOR 35 YEARS OF DEDICATED
SERVICE TO THE FRANKLIN
COUNTY DEMOCRATIC PARTY

HON. GLENN POSHARD

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, April 7, 1995

Mr. POSHARD. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to Mr. Lester McFadden, a con-
stituent and friend who is stepping down as a
Democratic precinct committeeman in Benton,
IL, after 35 years of dedicated service. In 1970
Lester officially entered the political ring when
he became a committeeman and was elected
Benton’s town clerk.

Lester was born on February 15, 1911, in
Logan, IL, and has lived his entire life in
Franklin County. He worked 25 years as a
carpenter before working more than 20 addi-
tional years in the coal industry of southern Illi-
nois. He did all this while balancing the re-
sponsibilities of being a husband, devoted fa-
ther of four, and a committeeman. Being a
precinct committeeman is hard work, but Les-
ter is no stranger to rolling up his sleeves and
digging in to whatever challenge faces him.

Lester is a person that believes in the value
of community involvement and always makes
time for his neighbors. For approximately 15
years he coached Little League Baseball in
Benton, he is a member of the West City
Church of God, the Masonic Lodge, and the
Shrine. He has a tough schedule, but always
manages to make time for the people of
Franklin County.

| have always known Lester to be a hard-
working, dedicated, and honest individual. He
has always been a trusted and a valued friend
and it is with great sadness that | see him
step down as precinct committeeman. While
Lester may be leaving his role as committee-
man | am sure he will continue to be active in
Franklin County politics. | wish him all the best
as he enters this new stage of life and | am
honored to represent this distinguished gen-
tleman in Congress.
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TRIBUTE TO BETHEL PILOTS
MEN’S BASKETBALL

HON. TIM ROEMER

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 6, 1995

Mr. ROEMER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize and pay tribute to a group of college
athletes in my district who have distinguished
themselves as the NAIA Division Il Men’s Bas-
ketball National Champions: The Pilots of
Bethel College in Mishawaka, IN.

On Tuesday, March 14, the Bethel College
Pilots defeated Northwest Nazarene College
103 to 95. The championship game topped off
a 16-game-winning streak and brought a per-
fect ending to an outstanding season. In addi-
tion to claiming the national title, the team set
the school season record for most wins, finish-
ing 38 to 2. Pilots senior guard Mark Galloway
netted the three-point buzzer-beater at the end
of regulation and thus sent the game into
overtime. Mark became Bethel's all time lead-
ing scorer and was named the Most Valuable
Player of the tournament.

In their first year after moving up in to the
NAIA, the young men of Bethel reached the
top of their division. By their hard work and te-
nacity they have brought immeasurable pride
and happiness to Bethel College, Bethel alum-
ni and our entire community. | would also
commend the leadership at Bethel College,
particularly Dr. Norman Bridges, for his sup-
port of the athletic program.

Mr. Speaker, | commend Coach Mike Light-
foot, head coach of the Bethel College Pilots,
for leading his team to victory, for being
named the NAIA Division Il Coach of the Year
and for his career record of 235 wins, 65
losses. | am proud and honored to recognize
this milestone in Pilots’ history. | know that in
the years to come these fine young men will
continue to distinguish themselves with great-
ness in their careers, and in their commu-
nities.

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR LADY
OF THE HAMPTONS

HON. MICHAEL P. FORBES

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, April 7, 1995

Mr. FORBES. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate the exceptional students at Our
Lady of the Hamptons Regional Catholic
School in Southampton, Long Island, NY, who
will be inducted into the National Junior Honor
Society on April 26.

It comes as no surprise to me that the par-
ents, teachers, and students at Our Lady of
the Hamptons have produced such outstand-
ing scholars and future community leaders.
For years, Our Lady of the Hamptons has
been known throughout eastern Long Island
as an institution unrivaled for its dedication to
educating young adults and providing them
with the moral compass they will need to navi-
gate their way through the rough seas of life.
Last year, the President of the United States
likewise recognized the accomplishments of
this fine institution and named Our Lady of the
Hamptons a Blue Ribbon School of Excel-
lence.
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As a “blue ribbon school,” Our Lady of the
Hamptons is a model for the entire Nation.
While violence wrecks classrooms in other
parts of the country and drugs infest school
yards in both cities and suburbs, Our Lady of
the Hamptons is a beacon of responsibility
and success that shines as an example for
students and teachers everywhere.

What makes Our Lady of the Hamptons so
unique, | believe, is its conviction that edu-
cation is more than a matter of books and
tests or homework and quizzes. Education at
Our Lady of the Hamptons is ultimately about
character. It's about morals and values. It is
about learning the difference between right
and wrong.

At Our Lady of the Hamptons, success is
not necessarily defined as a straight A-plus
average. Rather, success is a combination of
academic excellence and responsible leader-
ship.

These students chosen for membership in
the National Junior Honor Society are certainly
very intelligent, but more importantly, they are
also role models for their peers. They are ex-
amples of decent and generous young adults.

They have helped with lunch duty and they
have organized food drives. They have made
AIDS quilts to show their compassion for their
brothers and sisters who are suffering, and
they have distributed milk to their classmates
during lunchtime. They have collected clothes
and toys to send to their adopted classmates
in Ecuador and they have helped their teach-
ers on countless occasions just by their very
example of good conduct.

Through all of these acts of generosity both
big and small, these exceptional students
have proven that true leadership is about serv-
ice. | was once told that the strongest people
are those who share their strength with others.
If that really is the case, and | do believe it is,
these are some of the strongest people on the
planet.

Mr. Speaker, | hope the entire House of
Representatives joins me in expressing well-
deserved congratulations to these terrific stu-
dents as well as their families, their teachers,
and everybody else who makes up the won-
derful community at Our Lady of the Hamp-
tons. On behalf of all of our neighbors
throughout eastern Long Island, | am truly
proud to represent them in Congress.

INTRODUCTION OF THE HMONG
VETERANS NATURALIZATION ACT

HON. BRUCE F. VENTO

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, April 7, 1995

Mr. VENTO. Mr. Speaker, today | am intro-
ducing the Hmong Veterans Naturalization Act
which would ease naturalization requirements
for the Hmong, of Laos, who fought alongside
the United States Armed Forces during the
Vietnam war. On April 2, | had the privilege to
participate in an event held to honor those
Lao-Hmong veterans who fought on the side
of the United States in the Vietnam war at
great sacrifice to themselves, their families,
and their entire community. Hmong of all ages
fought and died alongside United States sol-
diers and as a result of the brave position they
took and their loyalty to the United States the
Hmong, tragically, lost their homeland. The
Hmong people have endured these sacrifices
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and losses. They have worked hard to ensure
that their culture endured.

Many who survived the conflict were wel-
comed to the United States and today should
be honored for the contributions they are mak-
ing to our communities in my district in Min-
nesota and to our Nation. Their success in re-
building their families and communities in the
United States stands as a tribute to them but
their cause would be greatly helped by pas-
sage of the legislation | am introducing today,
the Hmong Veterans Naturalization Act.

Although it was not apparent then, their ac-
tions had a major impact on achieving today’'s
global order and the positive changes of the
past decade. This time was difficult and ex-
treme sacrifices were made by those engaged
in the jungles and the highlands whether in
uniform or in peasant clothing and for those
whose homeland was the battlefield.

The Lao-Hmong veterans deserve this rec-
ognition and consideration. The Vietnam con-
flict is a page in history for some and forgotten
or even unknown by our youth, but surely it is
an event burned deeply and vividly into the
minds of the Lao-Hmong veterans and their
families who shoulder the duty. Between
10,000 and 20,000 Hmong were killed in com-
bat and over 100,000 had to flee to refugee
camps to survive. While it is clear that the
Hmong served bravely and sacrificed dearly in
the Vietnam war, many of those who did sur-
vive and made it to the United States, are
separated from other family members and are
having a difficult time adjusting to life here.
Fortunately there is something we can do to
speed up the process of family reunification
and ease the adjustment of Hmong into United
States society, at no cost to the Federal Gov-
ernment.

My legislation makes the attainment of citi-
zenship easier for those who served in the
Special Guerrilla Units by waiving the English
language test and period in residence require-
ment. The greatest obstacle for the Hmong in
becoming a citizen is passing the English test.
Written characters for Hmong have only been
introduced recently, and whatever chances
most Hmong who served may have had to
learn a written language were disrupted by the
war.

This bill would also waive the residency re-
quirement for those who served in order to
speed up the process of family reunification.
Current law permits aliens or noncitizen na-
tionals who served honorably during World
War |, World War Il, the Korean conflict, and
the Vietnam war to be naturalized regardless
of age, period of residence or physical pres-
ence in the United States. There is a well-es-
tablished precedent of modifying naturalization
requirement for military service, recently
reaffirmed by passage of legislation granting
citizenship to those who served in the Filipino
Scouts during World War 1.

The Hmong stood by the United States at a
crucial time and that service deserves recogni-
tion and today we should stand with the Lao-
Hmong in their struggle to become citizens
and to live a good life in our Nation.
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THE INTRODUCTION OF REVENUE
BOND AUTHORITY BILL

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON

OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, April 7, 1995

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, today | am in-
troducing legislation that presents a unique
and extraordinary economic opportunity for the
District of Columbia. This bill offers this un-
precedented opportunity through revenue
bonding authority, including the authority to
build a new convention center, as well as a
new sports arena downtown. These are not
only remarkable projects. In light of the Dis-
trict's need for revenue in the midst of a se-
vere economic crisis, these projects are re-
markably timed. These two buildings hold vir-
tually the only promise for indispensable eco-
nomic development for a city that otherwise
faces an unprecedented and painful fiscal cri-
sis. The bonding authority authorized in this
bill will mark a critical step toward the revival
of the economy of the District.

Today, the Washington Convention Center
operates at a 90-percent occupancy range. In
this year alone, the District will lose over $80
million in economic impact because of the loss
of shows that are too large for the present
center. However, the new convention center
will be three times the size of the current cen-
ter. That translates into over $2.8 billion in di-
rect convention revenue for the District be-
tween 1998 and 2003. On the other hand,
without the new center, the District will lose
$968 million in direct convention revenue by
the year 2002.

A new sports arena also could not come at
a better time for the District. Moving the arena
from the Maryland suburbs to downtown
Washington will result in more than $100 mil-
lion in net new spending in the District annu-
ally from people buying tickets and purchases
from concessions at events, as well as patron-
izing restaurants in the area. The arena also
will create a minimum of 540 full-time equiva-
lent jobs in the city.

It is important to note that these projects are
not pipe dreams that may or may not come
true. The District's Hotel Association has
agreed to an increase in the hotel tax to back
the convention center bonds and the owner of
the two sports franchises has agreed to pay
the cost of building the arena. The only thing
that stands in the way of making these a re-
ality is congressional approval of revenue
bonding authority for the District.

| strongly urge support for this legislation. It
will help give the District of Columbia the tools
to become again the master of its own eco-
nomic destiny.

SILVER JUBILEE OF PORICY PARK

HON. FRANK PALLONE, JR.

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, April 7, 1995

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, on Saturday,
April 22, Poricy Park in Middletown, NJ, will
celebrate its Silver Jubilee. It is a great honor
for me to pay tribute to this wonderful re-
source for the people of Middletown and the
surrounding communities of Monmouth Coun-
ty. Owned by Middletown Township, Poricy
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