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‘‘wolves’’ and engaged in crude stereotyping
of welfare recipients by referring to ‘‘studs’’
outside their homes. They passed a welfare
reform bill that took $66 billion away from the
poorest of American citizens. None of this was
considered class warfare by the Republicans.
However, they condemn as class warfare our
attempt to make a handful or two of the
wealthiest of the wealthy bear the same bur-
den of tax as all the rest of us.

I will continue to work toward making our
tax system fair to all who benefit from this
great country. H.R. 1378 is one small step in
that direction.
f

CHECK-OFF FOR OUR CHILDREN
ACT

HON. DAVID MINGE
OF MINNESOTA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 6, 1995

Mr. MINGE. Mr. Speaker, Representatives
JAN MEYERS, PETER DEFAZIO, TILLIE FOWLER
and I are introducing a bipartisan bill to pro-
vide the American taxpayer with a way to con-
tribute directly to eliminating the national debt.
This legislation allows citizens to check a box
on their Federal tax return and indicate the
amount of the tax refund each citizen would
like to direct to retire the national debt. The
Check-Off for Our Children Act will form a
partnership for America’s future between citi-
zens and the Congress of the United States to
reduce our national debt and to reclaim the
economic future of the next generation of
Americans.

I think that everyone would agree that
America is at a crossroads in history. The next
20 years will determine whether we will let our
staggering debt turn the American dream into
a nightmare. The growth of our economy, cre-
ation of meaningful jobs, a reduction of Fed-
eral spending, revitalization of our infrastruc-
ture and the preservation of our environment
for future generations all depend upon our
ability to reduce our national debt. We have all
benefitted from these deficits over the years,
but now it is time to own up. Unless the Con-
gress and our citizens act in unison now, the
Federal Government’s sole function will soon
be to transfer tax dollars to meet interest pay-
ments on the debt and the rapidly expanding
entitlement programs.

There is now a growing willingness in the
hearts and minds of the American people to
play an active role in retiring the national debt,
thanks in part to the efforts of Lucile McCon-
nell and The Fund to End the Deficit. Lucile
has worked tirelessly to educate Americans
about the threat the deficit poses to future
generations and opportunities they have to
help solve solve this problem. This desire can
be met by a little known Federal statute, Pub-
lic Law 87–58, which was signed into law in
1961 by President Kennedy. This law enables
every citizen to contribute directly to retiring
the national debt. In conjunction with the
Check-Off for Our Children, taxpayers can
simply mark a check-off box on their tax re-
turns to designate a portion of their tax re-
funds on the condition that it be used only to
retire the national debt.

The greatest principle of democracy is that
we each have a choice. The Check-Off for
Our Children gives each of us a choice to turn

back to the principles underlying our democ-
racy: responsibility, participation, citizenship,
and fiscal restraint. Each of us must take re-
sponsibility for our country and our future. We
in Congress have a responsibility to make the
difficult choices required to cut Federal spend-
ing and balance our budget. The Check-Off
will ensure that every American has the oppor-
tunity to make a direct contribution to retire the
national debt.

As we reduce the national debt, we will real-
ize at least three immediate benefits. We will
reduce the risk of inflation as excess cash is
applied to debt retirement. We will stabilize in-
terest rates. And most important, as we re-
duce the amount we must spend on interest
every year, we will also reduce overall Federal
budget requirements. The benefit for future
generations goes far beyond these three—the
benefit to our children is the inheritance of a
renewed America.
f

THE SAGINAW GANG CRIME TASK
FORCE: COMMUNITY POLICING
AT ITS BEST

HON. JAMES A. BARCIA
OF MICHIGAN
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Thursday, April 6, 1995

Mr. BARCIA. Mr. Speaker, there is no doubt
that the safety of our streets is a key concern
for all Americans. And just as people have be-
come more aware of our crime problems,
many good citizens have become personally
involved in developing creative solutions to
augmenting the ability of our hard-working po-
lice departments in the fight against crime.

The city of Saginaw had been the victim of
an unacceptably high crime rate. Murders, fire-
arms violations, and aggravated assaults were
greater than surrounding areas. A 1994 survey
by the Michigan Prosecuting Attorney’s Co-
ordinating Council also documented the exist-
ence of at least 13 gangs in the Saginaw
area, with membership in the hundreds. These
gangs were responsible for the inordinate
amount of crime in Saginaw.

The Saginaw County Sheriff, Tom McIntyre,
along with local Chiefs of Police, State Police
officials, agents of the FBI, the Drug Enforce-
ment Agency, the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco
and Firearms, and the Secret Service con-
cluded that the police needed help to deal with
these gangs. Continuing work by the office of
Saginaw Mayor Gary Loster, Saginaw County
Prosecutor Michael Thomas, and other com-
munity organizations confirmed the concerns
about gang-related crime. It became clear that
resources devoted to gang activities were in-
sufficient and that a concerted effort to deal
with these gangs was necessary.

Mayor Loster and FBI resident agent Phil
Kerby were then responsible for creating the
Saginaw Gang Crime Task Force. Each par-
ticipating agency was asked to contribute
human resources to the gang crime effort, and
they did it. The Task Force garnered greater
public support, and their resources grew.

Since the formal introduction of the Task
Force to the public on April 6, 1995, the Task
Force has been directly responsible for mak-
ing many public events safer. Murders are
down 20 percent. Violent crime is down 10
percent. People feel better about their neigh-
borhoods, and Saginaw is on its way to restor-
ing its reputation as a wonderful, inviting city.

Mr. Speaker, I urge all of our colleagues to
join me in praising the dedicated men and
women who make up the Saginaw Gang
Crime Task Force and Saginaw community
leaders who have worked so hard to deal with
gang crime. It shows once again that there is
no better resource for our nation than con-
cerned, committed citizens working with public
servants doing the best that they can under
very difficult circumstances.
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HONORING PONCHO SANCHEZ
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OF ARIZONA
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Thursday, April 6, 1995

Mr. PASTOR. Mr. Speaker, I would like to
take this opportunity to congratulate one of the
greatest jazz musicians in America, Poncho
Sanchez. To recognize the accomplishments
of Mr. Sanchez within the music industry, the
city of Washington DC has proclaimed April 19
as ‘‘Poncho Sanchez Day.’’

Mr. Poncho Sanchez is a self-taught musi-
cian who has dedicated his life to the cultiva-
tion of the Latin jazz genre. He is considered
one of the most prominent conga players and
percussionists in America today.

Beginning his musical career in 1975 as a
member of the Cal Tjader band, he toured and
recorded with the band until Tjader’s death.
During that stage of his career he had the
honor of sharing with Tjader, a friend who was
also a mentor, one Grammy award for the
album ‘‘La Onda Va Bein.’’ Mr. Sanchez not
only has enjoyed the opportunity to perform
with the Cal Tjader band, he also has had the
pleasure to performing and recording with
other jazz stars, including Carmen McRae,
Clare Fischer, and Woody Herman.

In 1982 Poncho Sanchez began his solo ca-
reer with the album ‘‘Sonando’’ which helped
reaffirm his place in the jazz world. His more
recent achievement have included performing
with Tito Puente, who played with Sanchez’s
band at the Playboy Jazz Festival and who
appears in the album ‘‘Chile con Soul,’’ as well
as receiving three Grammy nominations. The
unique style he has developed, blending pow-
erful Latin music with lyrical jass notes, places
him in a category all his own.

Mr. Speaker, Poncho Sanchez is an excep-
tional artist whom I am honored to recognize.
His contribution to Latin music is a sample of
the richness of the Latin community. Again, I
would like to send my sincerest congratula-
tions to Mr. Sanchez for this deserved rec-
ognition.

f

TRIBUTE TO KATE BYRNES

HON. LYNN C. WOOLSEY
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 6, 1995

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
honor Kate Byrnes, the 1995 California Teach-
er of the Year. Kate Byrnes works for the
Marin County Office of Education as a teacher
for the visually impaired and as an orientation
and mobility specialist. She has served the
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people of Marin County well in this capacity,
and earned a reputation for being one of the
most exemplary teachers in her field.

Kate Byrnes has devoted countless hours to
her students and demonstrates an uncommon
commitment to her educational mission. Time
and time again she has intervened on behalf
of her students and their families. In addition,
she has coordinated overnight ski trips for the
blind and visually impaired in order to increase
their recreational opportunities.

Kate Byrnes has been active in organiza-
tions, including the Low Incidence Regional
Network for Northern California and the
shared decision-making Leadership Team of
teachers and administrators for the Marin
County Office of Education’s special education
division. She has been an instructor and guest
lecturer at San Francisco State University,
helping to motivate others to become excep-
tional teachers for the visually impaired.

Mr. Speaker, it is my great pleasure to pay
tribute to Kate Byrnes for being selected as
the 1995 California Teacher of the Year. Marin
County owes a great deal of gratitude for the
tireless efforts of Kate Byrnes over the years.
I extend my hearty congratulations and best
wishes to Kate.
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MACK GERALD FLEMING

HON. G.V. (SONNY) MONTGOMERY
OF MISSISSIPPI

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 6, 1995

Mr. MONTGOMERY. Mr. Speaker, Friday,
March 31, 1995, marked the end of an ex-
traordinary career in public service. After 26
years on Capitol Hill, serving 21 years as chief
counsel and 14 as staff director of the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs, Mack Gerald
Fleming retired.

Superlatives just naturally come to mind
when describing Mack. As stated in the reso-
lution presented to Mack by BOB STUMP and
me, his service with the committee and the
Veterans Administration was distinguished by
visionary leadership, profound wisdom, sound
political judgment, and a passion for meeting
the needs of America’s veterans.

His was the deep commitment of the true
believer tempered by a unique practical sense
of political possibilities and opportunities. His
intuitive sense of timing and ability to reach an
effective compromise resulted in the enact-
ment of far-reaching veterans’ legislation.
Under his guidance, the measure elevating the
Veterans’ Administration to the Department of
Veterans’ Affairs was signed into law. Addi-
tionally, the new GI bill, which profoundly im-
proved the ability of the Armed Forces to re-
cruit smart, capable young men and women,
was nurtured into reality by Mack Fleming. I
think Mack would also say he is particularly
proud of his efforts to provide an entitlement
to inpatient health care for service connected
and low-income veterans.

We all know Mack thrived in and was ener-
gized by the rough and tumble of politics, and
he loved nothing better than a good fight on
behalf of a cause he championed. He never-
theless was not swallowed up or overwhelmed
by the sometimes heady Capitol Hill existence.
There was something in his background or the
way he was raised that kept him solidly
grounded, and that made the difference:

The difference between a boastful person
and one whom people boast of knowing;

The difference between a cynical man and
one who only sees the good he can do for
other people;

The difference between a man who looks
for credit for his accomplishments and a man
who accomplishes much.

Mack Fleming is a person who is still filled
with wonder and seeks to learn new things
every day. He has the quintessentially Amer-
ican outlook first observed by de Tocqueville
that although man is not perfect, with a decent
amount of effort, he can be improved.

Mack came from a humble background in
Georgia and South Carolina. He graduated
from Clemson University in 1956 and was
commissioned as an officer in the U.S. Army.
He served on active duty for 2 years with the
Second Armored Division in Europe. He sub-
sequently returned to South Carolina where he
was a supervisor in a textile mill for 2 years.
After coming to Washington in 1960 to serve
as administrative assistant to William Jennings
Bryan Dorn, Mack graduated from the Wash-
ington College of Law at American University
in 1966.

Mack also met his wife Libby in Washington,
whom he married in 1963. He has been a de-
voted husband and a supportive and proud fa-
ther of their children, Katie (Katharine) and
John. Mack has long been an active member
of the Capitol Hill United Methodist Church
and regularly serves as a volunteer at the
soup kitchen sponsored by his church.

Mack Fleming loved his work. He was as
loyal as they come—smart, tough, a savvy
politician. He particularly admired Speaker
Sam Rayburn and Presidents Abraham Lin-
coln and Lyndon Johnson—and one could see
Mack’s respect for these practical politicians
reflected in his strong character and deep
sense of personal honor. Now, I don’t want
anyone to get the idea that Mack was a saint.
He was occasionally more passionate than
logical, and serene is not a word I associate
with Mack, but he never retreated from the
consequences of his conviction.

Mack brought old-fashioned values with him
when he arrived in Washington 35 years ago.
Through his influence and powers of persua-
sion, those values are integral markers for
much of the work carried out by the committee
and its staff. I often said he was the best, and
we will certainly miss him.

f

‘‘TAKING’’ IT TOO FAR

HON. GEORGE MILLER
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 6, 1995

Mr. MILLER of California. Mr. Speaker, and
fellow Members, I bring to your attention the
attached article by Charles McCoy, from the
April 4, 1995, edition of the Wall Street Jour-
nal.

Mr. McCoy presents an even-handed report
of the congressional debate on the issue of
private property rights and the ‘‘takings’’ issue,
which, after passing the House, is now under-
way in the Senate. As Mr. McCoy notes, the
House bill would require the Government to
pay landowners full compensation when cer-
tain environmental protection actions trim the
value of any portion of their land by 20 per-

cent or more. In the Senate, majority leader
BOB DOLE has introduced a measure (S. 605)
that would lift the threshold to 33 percent and
would apply to all Federal actions.

Proponents contend that the Republican
bills aim merely to put common sense back in
Government’s attitude about private property.
Perhaps these advocates can explain the logic
behind these examples of litigation currently
being fought under the guise of private prop-
erty rights:

Summitville Mine. The Canadian company
that operated Summitville Mine created a
Superfund site that will cost the taxpayers
about $120 million to clean up, filed bank-
ruptcy and left the country. Now the owners of
the mine site are suing the Governor of Colo-
rado on the grounds that because the State
permitted the mine, that gave the owners sig-
nificant profit but also polluted their property,
the value of the land was decreased due to
regulatory action.

California Central Valley [CVP]: Big agricul-
tural corporations now receive huge amounts
of public water at subsidized rates to pour on
their corps. Under the CVP legislation enacted
in 1992, Federal and State regulators intend to
divert some of that water to save and restore
salmon runs. Now, the agriculture bigwigs are
claiming that if these plans go through, and
the takings legislation is enacted, they will
claim reimbursement for any diversion of their
subsidized water allotments—at market
rates—not the subsidized rates.

The argument for ‘‘takings’’ legislation is not
simply about that bedrock of American values:
protection of private property. Unfortunately for
those citizens who honestly believe in the
rightness of their cause, it is more a ruse
being played on the American people by the
proposal’s strongest supporters: industries
such as mining, ranching, timber, oil and gas,
and agriculture. These corporate players and
their lawyers know that if enacted, this bill will
not bring common sense to governmental ac-
tions, but will flagrantly inflate the number of
lawsuits crowding our courts and cause gov-
ernmental gridlock at all levels.

I urge you to take the time to read Mr.
McCoy’s article.
[From the Wall Street Journal, Apr. 4, 1995]

THE PUSH TO EXPAND PROPERTY RIGHTS
STIRS BOTH HOPES AND FEARS—SOME CALI-
FORNIA FARMERS SEE WINDFALL IN GOP
BILLS; OFFICIALS FRET ABOUT COSTS

DO GRAZING ELK ‘‘TAKE’’ GRASS?

(By Charles McCoy)

The new Republican-controlled Congress is
on its way to passing the biggest expansion
of property rights in U.S. history. In Califor-
nia, this could very well radically drive up
the cost of saving salmon—and add to the
tide of litigation those rescue efforts have
already spawned.

Indeed, the Republican proposals, depend-
ing on their final form, promise a procession
of policy zigzags and lawsuits at all levels of
government, both critics and even some pro-
ponents agree.

MURKY CONSEQUENCES

Consider the salmon example: Big agricul-
tural corporations in California’s arid
Central Valley now get huge amounts of pub-
lic water at subsidized rates to pour on
crops. But some of the state’s historic salm-
on streams are drying up; under previous
congressional mandates, federal and state
regulators want to divert some of this water
to restore salmon runs.
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